
Appendix One, Sheet Four: Analysis of the First Forty-Nine Sites in the Tendring District 

With Static Holiday Caravans

Name of Site Address

1 Ferndale Farm Camp London Rd., Clacton

2 Fletchers Caravan Site Point Clear, St. Osyth

3 The Firs Caravan Park London Rd. Lt. Clacton

4 Wayback Caravan Site London Rd. Lt. Clacton

5 Pump Hill Farm Pump Hill, St. Osyth

6 Greenlawns Camping Ground St. Osyth Rd. Lt. Clacton

7 Mill Farm Mill Farm, Gt. Bromley

8 Eastcliffe Caravan Park Hall Lane, Walton on Naze

9 Elm Farm Thorpe le Soken

10 Seawick Holiday Lido Beach Rd. St. Osyth

11 The Seaview Caravan Park Brichfields, Gt. Bentley

12 Highlands Camping Site Thorpe Rd. Gt. Clacton

13 Point Clear Bay Holiday Estate Point Clear, St. Osyth

14 Coronation / Willow Caravan Sites Hall Lane, Walton on Naze

15 James Farm James Farm, Thorpe-le-Soken

16 Tower (later Pretoria) Point Clear, St. Osyth.

17 Flag Inn Colchester Rd. St. Osyth

18 Tally Ho Garage Frating

19 Crown Inn Ipswich Rd., Ardleigh

20 Thorpe Cross Thorpe-le-Soken

21 Martello Tower Camping Site St. Osyth Beach

22 Brightlingsea Haven Caravan Park Promenade Way, Brightlingsea

23 Western Promenade Caravan Site Western Promenade, B/sea.

24 Willow Caravan Park High Tree Lane, Walton

25 Charles Caravan Park Colchester Road, Weeley

26 Lilly Farm Camping Ground 116, Holland Road, Clacton

27 Shelda Camp / Brook Farm Castle Hill, London Rd., Clacton

28 Burresville Holiday Park 106 Burrs Rd., Clacton

29 Oakwood Hall Caravan Site Holland on Sea

30 Robin Hood P.H. London Rd., Clacton

31 Martello Tower Caravan Camp Walton-on-Naze

32 The Vicarage Kirby-le-Soken

33 Frating Caravan Dite Colchester Rd., Frating

34 Greenacres Caravan Park Low Rd. Dovercourt

35 Ship Inn Kirby-le-Soken

36 Chester Camp Jaywick Lane, Clacton

37 Chester Camp(Silver Dawn) Jaywick Lane, Clacton

38 Southcliffe Caravan Site Martello C.P., Kirby Rd., Walton

39 Hutleys Caravan Park St. Osyth Beach

40 Warners Holiday Camp Low Rd. Dovercourt

41 Valley Farm Camping Ground Valley Road, Clacton

43 Mill Farm Old Mill, Thorpe le Soken

44 Meadow View Camping Ground St. Osyth Road, Lt. Clacton

45 Sacketts Grove Jaywick Lane, Clacton

46 Shore Farm Wrabness

47 Greengates Weeley Road, Lt. Clacton

48 Rosebank Camping Ground 251 London Rd., Clacton

49 Shangri-La Holiday Caravan Park Colchester Road, St. Osyth

42 Highfield Holiday Park London Road, Clacton
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With Static Holiday Caravans

Owner(s) First P. H. Act Licence Caravans Tents

Mr. Mrs Eliza Wells 01/04/1953 25 5

Mrs. H. Fletcher

Mr. H. Woolley

J. Harbour

Mrs. V. Abra 45

Mr. H. Carter

Dr. W. & Mr. A Dean

Rt. Hon. A. Barnes

Mr. Gunfield

Mr. T. O'Dell

Mr. H. Roberts

Mr. H. Chilvers 01/04/1958 214 15

Point Clear Bay Holiday Estates Ltd.

Mr. G. Snare

Mr. French 13

Miss J. McKecknie/Mrs L McGann, later M.E. Knight

S. Edwards

Capt. W. Jones

T. Blake, esq.

Mr. J. Searl

Mr. T. Sanders 14/01/1954 65

Bsea. Council. Hammerton Leisure

B/sea. Council

Jack Garneys

Mr. C. Gray

Mr. H. Bareham 09/11/1959 18 0

Doris Rayner 31/10/1957 16 0

Mr. A. G. Parker 

Westford Caterers Ltd. 13/10/1959 15

Charrington & Co., London. 07/11/1959 14 0

D.F. Garton

Rev. J.W. Thomas

Miss L. Harris

Albert Bunting tenant of Cobbold & Co.

Wallace Ducker 06/03/1953 27 3

Wallace Ducker

Southcliffe Trailer Co. (D. Garton)

Mr. B. Hutley (St. Osyth Beach Estates Ltd.)

Warners Holidays Ltd.(Mecca Leisure PLC)

Valley Farm Camping Ground Ltd. (N. Pawsey) 08/11/1954 891 100

F. C. Hopkins, then in 1954 17/02/1953 15 20

Taylor family purchase as Parkavan (Clacton) Ltd.

Mr. C. Hudgell

Mr. A. J. Ward (1957) later M. Pocock (1960)

T.S.T. (Parks) Ltd

W. & J. Garnham

Mr. F. W. Vine

Rosebank Camping Ground Ltd. 

Stanley H. Hiller

First 49 Sites with Static Caravans 
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With Static Holiday Caravans

Chalets Acres Site Licenced 1960 ActCaravans Tourers (CC only)Tents Chalets Acres Density / Acre

1 2.037 Jul-61 132 5.27 25

1961? 13 0.5

Mar-61 200

220 8.815

Mar-61 93

Nov-60 30

Mar-61 20

Jan-61 419 26.41

32 1.75

Jan-62 250 10.59

Nov-63 115 17.5

1 10 Jul-61 234 15 1

Mar-62 200 26.4

Feb-63 158 6.337

0.65 Feb-61 7

Jul-63 5 1.84

were 6

Sep-62 10 3.18

Jan-62 2

3.31

Aug-85 240 2

Jun-78 240 23

Jan-61 120 4.75

Dec-72 250 19.91

2 0.5

0 1

Apr-61 8 0.5

0.57

0 0.305

Feb-61 776 27.75

Jun-62 3 4

Apr-62 25 2.5

Jan-61 50 2.31

13 1.9

Jul-61 56

Jul-76 35 2.67

500 66

92

9 Jan-61 1000

0 16

Apr-61 530 25.25

May-67 4

Feb-61 115 9.8

Apr-61 190 7.658

Feb-63 65 5.65

May-61 20 1.4

Jun-61 100 9

Nov-60 400

First 49 Sites with Static Caravans 
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Constant use since? Planning Permission Since

1935

1947

1955

1961

1961

1960

1949

1947

1948- camping pre-1939 1957

1961

camping pre-1948 1961

1958

Used for over 20 Yrs.

For 10 vans only, 1960 only

01/12/1954

1963

Planning non-existant, 1980

1962

1961

8th Feb. 1952

1977

1977

1950

April 1961 for 200 Caravans

1952

pre-1948 pre-1948

Many years'-successful appeal

Continuous since March 1958

 'Very many years'

Caravans on site 1937

Mar-61

March 1961 for 500 seasonal caravans

1981 for 92 static caravans

26-Jul-61

Jul-66

Jan-57

Mar-61

Dec-53

First used prior to 1938

Feb-59
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With Static Holiday Caravans

Notes

The site licence of Feb 1961 was issued to Connought Cruiser Caravans Ltd. 

of 325-331 High Road, Ilford, Essex 

E.C.C. issue discontinuation of use order from 5 yrs after Oct.61. Successfully 

challenged, ECC pay £4190/15/0 compensation, Dec1970.

Essex County Council negotiating to clear 193 caravans from St. Osyth Beach, 

compensation discussed.
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

A B C D E F

First issued

No. Premises Licencee Date Type of Licence

1 Ferry Boat Inn, Point Clear William Bond 02/02/1953 Publicans

Nancy Chilton 01/02/1954 Supper

2 Café Morrocco, Jaywick Lionel Cowell 19/05/1947 Music and Dancing

Sidney Silver 02/03/1953 Publicans

3 Monks Head, St.osyth Beach Ernest Hull 04/03/1952 Publicans

4 Beach Stores, St. Osyth Frank Potter? 29/02/1960 Off

5 Brooklands Café Jatwick 02/05/1945 Music and Dancing

Licensed Holiday Area Premesis in Tendring District Analysis
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Sheet One

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

G H I

Conditions? Source Description

For 3.75 yrs at first. Granted cert. Under s. 4, l. act1953 ERO, P/T L8 Register of Licenses, Tendring Division

ERO, P/T L7 Register of Licenses, Tendring Division

ERO, P/T L7 Register of Licenses, Tendring Division

Granted cert. Under s. 3, l. act1921 ERO, P/T L8 Register of Licenses, Tendring Division

ERO, P/T L8 Register of Licenses, Tendring Division

ERO, P/T L8 Register of Licenses, Tendring Division

ERO, P/T L7 Register of Licenses, Tendring Division

Licensed Holiday Area Premesis in Tendring District Analysis
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Club Address Secretary Date of Issue

Anchor Camp Club London Rd., Clacton Ronald Aland 16/05/1961

31/01/1962

Brooklands Social Club Brooklands Gardens, Jaywick Edward Baldwin 25/01/1954

29/01/1955

27/01/1956

A. Rush 28/01/1957

Samual Willett 22/01/1958

02/02/1959

08/02/1960

25/01/1961

29/01/1962

Butlins Clacton Holiday Club Butlins Holiday Camp, Clacton Edward Simons 22/01/1954

Douglas Mason 26/01/1955

Ronald Hayter 14/01/1956

31/01/1957

E. Colin 30/01/1958

Michael Kibby 30/01/1959

George Herlihy 26/01/1960

Michael Hurley 27/01/1961

R. Cooper 26/01/1962

Coronation Club Point Clear Bay Estate Edward Robbins 30/01/1954

26/01/1955

25/01/1956

08/01/1957

07/01/1958

09/01/1959

07/01/1960

Clubs In or Near Caravan Sites, Registered in the Petty Sessions Division of Tendring in compliance with S. 143 (1/4) of the Licensing Act, 1953, between 1954-62.
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John Murton 27/01/1961

30/01/1962

Dolphin Club Highfield Caravan Park Harry Reeve 14/05/1956

Thomas Taylor 31/01/1957

Donald Taylor 08/01/1958

09/02/1959

12/02/1960

09/02/1961

31/01/1962

Firs Club (Wayback Camp) Firs Caravan Park, London Rd., Clacton John Harbour 03/02/1961

Maureen Smith 27/02/1962

Highlands Club Thorpe Rd. Clacton Arthur Dabbs 04/04/1959

29/01/1960

23/01/1961

31/01/1962

Martello Club Kirby Rd. Walton Douglas Garton 12/06/1958

16/02/1959

02/02/1960

James Marsh 31/01/1961

29/01/1962

Morocco Broadway, Jaywick Herbert Palmer 01/04/1959

01/02/1960

21/02/1961

31/01/1962

The Ranch Club Charles Caravan Park, Weeley Ellie Gray 22/06/1960

02/01/1961

11/01/1962

Rosebank Club 251-7, London Rd., Clacton Ernest Bramwell 03/05/1961

26/01/1962

Sacketts Grove Club Sacketts Grove, Jaywick Ln. Norman Turner 19/05/1961

Seawick Caravan Club Seawick Holiday Lido, St. Osyth Beach Terence O'Dell 30/01/1954

01/02/1955

19/01/1956

05/02/1957
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03/02/1958

29/01/1959

04/02/1960

20/02/1961

30/01/1962

Shangri-La Club Shangri-La Caravan Park Dorothy Taylor 06/02/1957

31/01/1958

26/01/1959

08/01/1960

Stanley Hiller 26/01/1961

17/01/1962

Valley Farm Club Valley Farm Camping Ground Arthur Reed 02/07/1956

31/01/1957

31/01/1958

28/01/1959

29/01/1960

30/01/1961

31/01/1962
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No. of Members Source

Annual(an), Associate(as), Honorary(h) and Temporary(t).

31 ERO, P/T L11

151 ERO, P/T L11

250 club, 605as ERO, P/T L9

142 club, 1161as ERO, P/T L9

1350as, 128an, 9975t ERO, P/T L9

1152as, 91an, 9721t ERO, P/T L9

626as, 110an, 9183t ERO, P/T L9

643as, 93an, 8370t ERO, P/T L9

655as, 105an, 7585t ERO,  P/T L11

659as, 110an, 8658t ERO, P/T L11

694as, 87an, 6004t ERO, P/T L11

56/1335/45311 ERO, P/T L9

ERO, P/T L9

1585/66/59957 ERO, P/T L9

118/65865/117 ERO, P/T L9

112/79147 ERO, P/T L9

125/83193 ERO, P/T L9

221 ord, 55 return, 185h, 82379 country. ERO P/T L11

2252 ord, 77 return, 130h, 85,958 country. ERO, P/T L11

1822 ord, 127 return, 128h, 76,944 country. ERO, P/T L11

94 ERO, P/T L9

87 ERO, P/T L9

85 ERO, P/T L9

94 ERO, P/T L9

79 ERO, P/T L9

89 ERO, P/T L9

95 ERO, P/T L11

Clubs In or Near Caravan Sites, Registered in the Petty Sessions Division of Tendring in compliance with S. 143 (1/4) of the Licensing Act, 1953, between 1954-62.
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76 ERO, P/T L11

96 ERO, P/T L11

25 ERO,  P/T L10

25 ERO,  P/T L10

362 ERO,  P/T L10

420 ERO,  P/T L10

920 ERO,  P/T L10

698 ERO, P/T L11

382 ERO, P/T L11

52 ERO P/T L11

177 ERO, P/T L11

26 ERO,  P/T L10

397 ERO,  P/T L10

694 ERO, P/T L11

794 ERO, P/T L11

30 ERO,  P/T L10

170 ERO,  P/T L10

550 ERO,  P/T L10

681 ERO, P/T L11

719 ERO, P/T L11

26 ERO,  P/T L10

484 ERO,  P/T L10

520 ERO, P/T L11

256 ERO, P/T L11

27 ERO,  P/T L10

39 ERO, P/T L11

133 ERO, P/T L11

68 ERO, P/T L11

106 ERO, P/T L11

25 ERO P/T L11

130 ERO, P/T L9

225 ERO, P/T L9

350 ERO, P/T L9

350 ERO, P/T L9
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350 ERO, P/T L9

420 ERO, P/T L9

250 ERO, P/T L11

450 ERO, P/T L11

500 ERO P/T L11

60 ERO,  P/T L10

54a, 667t ERO,  P/T L10

141 ERO,  P/T L10

204 ERO,  P/T L10

658 ERO, P/T L11

728 ERO, P/T L11

25 ERO,  P/T L10

359 ERO,  P/T L10

690a, 724t ERO,  P/T L10

634a, 852t ERO,  P/T L10

600a, 1184h ERO,  P/T L10

694 ERO, P/T L11

648 ERO, P/T L11
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Date Venue

Nov. 1965 Ferry Boat Inn Point Clear

Nov. 1965 Quaterdeck Point Clear

Mar-54 Brooklands Café Jaywick

Sep-54 Beach Café St. Osyth Beach

Jan-72 Ferry Boat Inn Point Clear

Jan-72 The Commodore Club Point Clear

Jan-72 The Quaterdeck Point Clear

Apr-73 Silversprings Motel Thorrington

Nov. 1969 Ferry Boat Inn Point Clear

Nov. 1969 Quaterdeck Point Clear

Nov.1969 The Commodore Club Point Clear

Nov-67 Ferry Boat Inn Point Clear

Nov-67 Quaterdeck Point Clear

Nov-66 Ferry Boat Inn Point Clear

Nov-66 Quaterdeck Point Clear

Nov-68 Ferry Boat Inn Point Clear

Nov-68 Quaterdeck Point Clear

May-71 The Monks Head St. Osyth Beach

Jul-73 Hydro Marina Club St. Osyth

Sep-73 Tartan House, Frating Frating

Dec-61 Ferry Boat Inn Point Clear

Jun-59 Martello Club Walton-on-Naze

Jul-58 Shangri-La Club St. Osyth

MD Music & Dancing Jun-58 Shangri-La Club St. Osyth

SME Sunday Music & Entertainment Mar-58 Dolphin Club Clacton

C cinematograph Jun-63 The Commodore Club Point Clear

CC childrens Cinematograph Jul-63 Valley Farm Club Clacton
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Applications for Licenses for Music, Dancing etc, 

Licence ERO Source

MD, SME C/DO 13/1

MD, SME C/DO 13/1

MD C/Mli 11

MD C/Mli 11

MD D/RT M/41

MD D/RT M/41

MD D/RT M/41

MD D/RT M/41

MD, SME C/DO 13/4

MD, SME C/DO 13/4

MD, SME C/DO 13/4

MD, SME C/DO 13/2

MD, SME C/DO 13/2

MD, SME C/DO 13/2

MD, SME C/DO 13/2

MD, SME C/DO 13/3

MD, SME C/DO 13/3

MD D/RT M2/6

MD D/RT M2/6

MD D/RT M2/6

MD C/Mli 13

MD, SME C/Mli 12

C, CC C/Mli 12

MD, SME C/Mli 12

MD, SME C/Mli 12

MD, SME C/Mli 13

MD, SME C/Mli 13
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Applications for Licenses for Music, Dancing etc, 

Detail

List of Applications for Licence , Essex C. C.

Minutes, Essex C.C.

TRDC Gen. Pur. Cttee. Min.

List of Applications for Licence , Essex C. C.

List of Applications for Licence , Essex C. C.

List of Applications for Licence , Essex C. C.

TRDC Gen. Purp. Cttee. Minutes, !969-74

Licensing of Places of Public Entertainment Cttee. Mins., 1958-61

Licensing of Places of Public Entertainment Cttee. Mins., 1962-64
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Number Site Club 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962

1 Anchor Caravan Park Anchor Camp Club 31 151

2 Ponit Clear Estate Coronation Club 94 79 89 95 76 96

3 Highfields Caravan Park Dolphin Club 25 362 420 920 698 382

4 Firs Caravan Park Firs Club 52 177

5 Highlands Caravan Park Highlands Club 26 397 694 794

6 Martello Caravan Park Martello Club 30 170 550 681 719

7 Sacketts Grove Caravan Park Sacketts Grove Club 25

8 Seawick Holiday Lido Seawick Caravan Club 350 350 420 250 450 500

9 Shangri-La Caravan Park Shangri-La Club 60 54 141 204 658 728

10 Charles Caravan Park The Ranch Club 27 39 133

11 Rosebank Caravan Park Rosebank Club 68 106

12 Valley Farm Caravan Park Valley Farm Club 359 690 634 600 694 648

Totals 529 1565 1900 3043 4166 4434

1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962

529 1565 1900 3043 4166 4434

Caravan Site Club Membership Numbers by Year (Excluding temporary, associate, honorary etc).

3043 

4166 
4434 

3000

3500

4000

4500

5000

Average Membership of Clubs on Caravan 
Sites in Tendring, 1957-1962 
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Permits Issued for Amusements with Prizes under Betting and Gaming Act, 1960 

Date Applicant Premises Source

29/03/1961 W. Ball St.Osyth Beach Lido Amusements D/RT M1/29

29/03/1961 E. Hull Monks Head PH D/RT M1/29

29/03/1961 S. Hiller Shangri-La Holiday Caravan Park D/RT M1/29

29/03/1961 J. Harbour Wayback Caravan Camp D/RT M1/29

29/03/1961 H. & L. Bull Tower Amusements, Point Clear D/RT M1/29

29/03/1961 H. & L. Bull Beach Amusements, St. Osyth Beach D/RT M1/29

29/03/1961 A. Stanley Bay Café, Point Clear D/RT M1/29

29/03/1961 T. O'Dell Seawick Holiday Lido, St. Osyth Beach D/RT M1/29

31/05/1961 C. Gray Charles Caravan Camp D/RT M1/29

13/05/1969 Monks Head PH D/RT M2/6

13/05/1969 Shangri-La Holiday Caravan Park D/RT M2/6

13/05/1969 Charles Caravan Camp D/RT M2/6

31/03/1970 Anchor Caravan Park D/RT M2/6

31/03/1970 Gaiety Arcade, Point Clear D/RT M2/6

31/03/1970 Comodore Club, Point Clear D/RT M2/6

31/03/1970 Bayview Café, Point Clear D/RT M2/6

31/03/1970 Amusement Hall, Bel-Air Caravan Park D/RT M2/6

31/03/1970 Amusement Hall, Bel-Air Chalet Estate D/RT M2/6

31/03/1970 Amusement Arcade, Seawick Holiday Lido D/RT M2/6

22/06/1971 Martello Club, St. Osyth D/RT M2/6

Bingo  Club/Prize Bingo  Licence under above Act

17/02/1970 Club El Toro D/RT M2/6

31/03/1970 St. Osyth Beach Club D/RT M2/6

31/03/1970 Meadow View Club D/RT M2/6

31/03/1970 Commodore Club D/RT M2/6

31/03/1970 Quaterdeck D/RT M2/6

31/03/1970 Gaiety Arcade, Point Clear D/RT M2/6

23/06/1970 Amusement Hall, Bel-Air Caravan Park D/RT M2/6
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23/06/1970 Amusement Hall, Bel-Air Chalet Estate D/RT M2/6
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Description

TRDC Council Minutes, !960-1

TRDC Gen. Purp. Cttee. Minutes, !969-74

TRDC Gen. Purp. Cttee. Minutes, !969-74
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Year Venues Location Type of Licence

Beach Café St. Osyth Beach MD

Brooklands Café Jaywick Estate MD

Dolphin Club Highfields Caravan Park MD, SME

Shangri-La Club Shangri-La Caravan Park, St. Osyth C, CC

Shangri-La Club Shangri-La Caravan Park, St. Osyth MD, SME

1959 Martello Club Martello Caravan Park, Walton-on-Naze MD, SME

The Commodore Club Point Clear Bay Caravan Park MD, SME

Valley Farm Club Valley Farm Caravan Park, Clacton MD, SME

Ferry Boat Inn Point Clear Bay Caravan Park MD, SME

Quaterdeck Point Clear Bay Caravan Park MD, SME

1971 The Monks Head St. Osyth Beach MD

Hydro Marina Club St. Osyth MD

Silversprings Motel Thorrington MD

Tartan House, Frating Frating MD

Source: Sheet 3

1973

First Licence  Applications from Clubs On Or Near Caravan Sites, Tendring District

1954

1958

1963

1965



Transcript of interview with Mr. Chris Edmunds, former area manager for 

United Dominions Trust, 12th March 2015 

When did you first become with the caravan industry, and how?  

Well, I joined United Dominions Trust which was a finance company in 1974, and 

their prime financings were caravans and cars.  

And how long did you work with caravan park operators?  

Well, for the full length of my time- which was 32 years with the company, although 

it was taken over eventually at the end it was part of Lloyds Banking Group.  

What sort of terms did you offer in the early days for static caravan purchasers?  

Well, at the beginning there were credit restrictions on cars, which was 24 months 

maximum with a deposit, and caravans- whilst they weren’t as costly, theirs were up 

to 60 months originally, and the deposit could be 10 percent.  

Did this make static caravans available to wider social groups in society?  

Yes it certainly did- I mean finance itself made everything available, and this was the 

growth of everyone having things because prior to that people had the expression ‘if 

I can’t afford it I won’t have it’ and they all used to- the old folks- used to like to pay 

cash for their products, and thought that credit was a bad thing to have, and as times 

moved on that turned out to be totally unfounded as we can see today.  

When did you see that changing? 

Well, I probably didn’t see it as clearly as most people because when you’re working 

for a finance company, all you’re interested in is getting people to take that product 

on. Perhaps I was not looking at it quite the same way as everybody else. 

Did hire purchase and finance make static caravans available to those on lower 

incomes? 

Oh yes, because as long as they could afford the monthly payments, because there 

were credit checks made on people, then we were prepared to write the business.  

And because you are offered a longer term, say 10 years for example, do you think 

that helped make a difference?  

Oh yes, because if you are taking any amount of money, the longer the period the 

smaller the monthly payment is, so consequently the longer you have the period the 

more affordable it becomes.  

So you were happy to do that; was there any risk as far as you were concerned?  



Well, the risk with static holiday caravans is we always know where they are, because 

after all if you were financing a car it can go anywhere, but it was on a plot at a 

caravan site- so we always knew where that product was.  

What were the prices of second-hand static caravans like then In comparison with 

similar products such as cars, or perhaps boats?  

Well they were still, you know, not perhaps expensive but yet they were still 

something to aspire to. You know, to have a caravan- because all things are relative 

to what people are earning at the particular time.  

Would you describe them as a popular choice for working-class people during the 60s, 

70s, 80s and 90s?  

Oh absolutely, because then- certainly in the early times- people weren’t going 

abroad. There wasn’t the sort of facilities for people to go abroad as there are now, I 

mean that was the thing- you either holidayed here or you didn’t holiday at all.  

Were their periods of growth and decline in the second-hand and new static caravan 

market?  

Yes indeed, as with all things, er, its boom and bust. And I think that- without having 

figures to hand at the moment- as unemployment goes up so sales go down, and we 

have just lived through the last five years of poor times and I am sure- looking at the 

paper the other day car sales now have gone to a new record. But that’s because 

things are changing.  

Was there a great percentage of re- possessions in that period?  

No. From a finance point of view it was probably one of the safest sections that we 

had, because we always knew exactly where they were, and so therefore- you know- 

we had control of the products, so to speak.  

How would you describe your customers for second-hand static caravans, and new 

static caravans, in terms of their social group- their class-how would you describe 

them?  

Well, I think this is quite difficult. They were people who always had the ability to get 

hold of cash payments. Perhaps the original thing, and I use this expression ‘The 

London Barrow Boy’ who was a cash man all the way through, and I think that I recall 

that a lot of people paid their deposits in cash. A lot of them weren’t using banks for 

that and so that was the sort of thing that happened In those days.  

So there was an element of a cash economy, perhaps a black economy?  

A black economy I would say is perfectly fair.  

Was that a situation that was dominant, or was that just some of them?  



One never knows. I wouldn’t have thought that there were many middle group 

managers or doctors that took on static caravans, so it’s hard to say what those 

groups were- whether they were A, B, C or D. 

So, essentially, if we went from the 1960s to the 1990s, was it essentially a period of 

growth during that time?  

Oh yes. I mean, also the second hand market –people wanted a new caravan more 

and more, and the sites themselves had perhaps a 10 year rule, so that a caravan- 

when it reached the age of 10 years- had to come off the site. So only new caravans 

could then be re-purchased.  

Do you remember how many sites you were dealing with in that time?  

Well, the company I worked for was the brand leader in caravan finance throughout, 

and I think they actually wrote about 70 to 80% of all caravan business in terms of 

tourers as well, and this was primarily due to the stocking plans that they ran at the 

same time. But in the area I dealt with the majority of parks in some way.  

So in the Tendring District?  

The Tendring District which was my patch.  

Chris that’s been really helpful, thanks ever so much. 



Colin Fox <foxesofharrow@yahoo.com> 

Mon 19/01/2015 12:10 

To: 

O'Dell, Sean M; 

You replied on 19/01/2015 19:51. 

Dear Sean 

I do indeed remember holidays at St Osyth beach in the 1950s. 

I never knew the holidays as Tendring nor Southwick. They were "St Osyth" to me 

and my wider family. 

We lived in East Barnet and then North Harrow. 

Three of my Uncles each had their own caravans on St Osyth beach. 

I don't think the "new" sea wall had been built when I first went, but once it was 

built, there was a small marsh area , then the unmade road, then a strip of sandy 

land upon which my uncles caravans, plus at least 100 more vans, were lined up then 

a smaller sea wall then the very nice beach and sea. On the same strip of land there 

were a few shops and a few semi-permanent wooden houses, which were I believe 

occupied throughout the year. The beach was flat and sandy. The vans were spread 

out with plenty of space in between. 

One Uncle would drive us down. It seemed a very long journey from East Barnet. I 

knew we were nearly at paradise, aka St Osyth, when we got on to a bendy stretch of 

road made of large concrete slabs. I would shout in excitement that we were on the 

racing track and Uncle would oblige by (probably pretending) to drive fast. 

I now recognize that this was a stretch of road on the outskirts of Alresford, where I 

now live. 

When we reached the beach, the road turned to sand and we turned right to access 

"our" caravans. We would pass an amusement arcade and boating pool on the right, 

then our vans were on the left. The vans were well spread out so games could be 

played in between the vans. We became friends with the Brown family who owned 

the next van. There were individual septic toilet sheds which were emptied each day 

by "Dan Dan the lavatory man". 

The vans were generally brown, grey or cream, but they had coloured stripes (know 

as gay stripes in the 50s) and were quite attractive. 

The vans were eached named and one good exercise was to walk the length of that 

part of the beach and read the names. We stayed in Uncles "Wyenot". The richer 



uncle had "Trident" which was an odd name at the time. Years later we noted that he 

owned a small factory that made parts for the revolutionary Trident airplane. 

I loved running to the nearby shops. They were wooden and built on stilts. The 

pavement was wooden. To me, we were in Cowboy and Indian territory. 

I can not recall any hall or place that provided ongoing entertainment. The boating 

pool appealed to me, with its little rowing boats for hire. And pennies went in to the 

slot machines in the amusement arcade. 

Buses both single and double deckers, ran to the beach and parked under a cover at 

the end of the tarmac road. Buses ran to Clacton which was one of our outings, and 

also ran "day" trips to places that I can not recall. There was a bit of rock fishing. 

Games on the sand when the tide was out. Paddling or swimming in the sea. A walk 

along the beach or the unmade road as far as Point Clear to the West and Jaywick to 

the East. Marshmellow Towers and Pill Boxes. 

The vans were cosy. The hiss of gas lamps was thrilling. Waking and looking out the 

window to see the sea was fairyland. Meals at a table overlooking the sea was magic. 

Picnics on the beach. 

We would sing when it rained. The patter on the van roof was loud, so we had to sing 

louder "Rain rain go away, come back on Mums washing day" 

My family also took holidays in rented bungalows on the South Coast, at Selsey. But 

St Osyth was much nicer. I guess we were very privileged that the wider family 

owned their own caravans and no doubt that's how my family could afford frequent 

holidays. 

I visited St Osyth last year and felt desperately sad that the gentle flat beach, the old 

sea wall, the area where our vans stood, the small marsh land, boating pool and 

amusement arcade had all gone. Washed away and now looking akin to a bomb site. 

I did have many snaps of StOsyth from 1949 onwards but these have been stolen. 

What a waste. 

I attach three snaps obtained from my cousin. The vans are St Osyth beach, and the 

litter bin is probably Clacton. 

I visited the area following massive floods (?1953?) and can recall standing in St 

Osyth village and looking at the sea stretch all the way to the beach. The vans had 

however been moved and I think returned after the floods receded. 

One  Uncle then moved from East Barnet to Alresford, perhaps in about 1955. No 

doubt they "found" Alresford as a result of their frequent drives to St Osyth. Summer 

holidays were then in Alresford which I again loved. This Uncle had a pet 

monkey."Tito".  He was a major attraction at the beach and indeed in the village. 



Steam trains still plied their trade, even though the new electric trains were running 

on the sunshine line as early as 1956. 

About 1960.on two or three occasions,  I cycled from Harrow to Alresford, to holiday 

with my Uncle, and then cycled on to St Osyth. 

Clacton was smart. A bit too posh for my family. It is no longer posh !! 

Fast forwarding to 1979 my parents moved to Alresford (from Pinner). I have now 

inherited their property and refurbished big time. I retired to Alresford in 2012.  

One aside; My elder brother wrote about St Osyth for set homework. He was given 

detention for making up a story about somewhere that did not exist ! So the magic of 

Tendring had not percolated to the middle class teachers. I wonder what the saint 

Osyth thought about her existence being denied.  

You are free to use any of this material as you see fit. 

I could give more info, particularly the journey from London to Tendring,  if you need 

it. Or what our families got up to day to day on those holidays, 

Yours 

Colin D Fox 



Transcript of interview with Mr. Colin Fox, childhood caravan holidays, 1949-

58, 2nd February 2015  

I am just going to start Colin, if I can, by asking you where you are from and your 

family background please. 

I am originally from Barnet, but from the age of about four I lived in Harrow along 

with my wider family.  

Thank you, and when did you first experience a caravan holiday, and where would 

that have been?  

1949, and that was on St. Osyth Beach.  

Right, thank you, and what was your family’s motivation to take a caravan holiday?  

It was a wider family issue, er, I had three aunts and uncles who owned caravans 

which they placed upon St. Osyth Beach and we used to go along for our regular 

holidays to join them.  

And when you got down to the caravans what was your daily routine?  What sort of 

activities did you enjoy?  

I was too young to be able to relate all the family activities in the right sequence but, 

er, having once unpacked we would be just straight on the beach, whether it was to 

run around and walk or whether it was to sunbathe. We would be straight on the 

beach, of course. As we were the kids, parents had the jobs of making up the food 

and, of course, the significant task of having to change the caravan from day to night 

use. It was very much family orientated in that I could run to my aunt and uncle who 

had one kid two caravans up, or I could run the further distance to an aunt and uncle 

who had one child 20 caravans up. So we were would all get together; we also knew 

the family that was in between whose surname was Brown. We would say hello to 

those and we would go and play on the beach, er, a particularly fond memory was 

that we would all get together when the tide was out, and the sand was excellent, 

and we would play French Cricket because everybody- young, old, boy, girl, would 

join in.  

So you all kind of knew each other, was there a community there that everybody was 

familiar with, or was it easy to make friends? 

Er, well it was the Sills family, so there was us lot, one family who weren’t Sills’, but 

were well known because they had a caravan between two of the Sills’, so we were a 

big group like that; I don’t remember having great friendships with other people.  

And the French cricket when the tide was out sounds quite typical of some of the 

activities that I’ve heard of, were there any other activities? 

Yeah, the boys would play soccer and regular cricket. We would go shrimping or 

some type of rock fishing with nets with one of the uncles, and it was almost every 



evening you would walk the considerable distance along the beach either to Jaywick 

or alternatively to or towards Point Clear.  

Was there any other entertainment that was different for the adults? Were the adults 

involved in all of this, or were they doing something different? 

The adults were always involved. Quite honestly, I think their main task was to look 

after us kids. I am a family of four children, plus the two other children. Six children 

are probably quite a handful to look after, so I don’t remember the adults going off. I 

know there was a very nice little café restaurant, but I never remember my parents 

going off to that.  

 And so just to be certain- this is in the late 1940s, early 1950s?  

The first time I went was 1949; I don’t remember anything before about 52 because I 

would have been too young.  So we went on many of those holidays, say, early 

1950s. I think they stopped in 1957 or 58.  

Were there any facilities around there- around the static holiday caravan site- around 

there that you can remember your family using?  

Yes, there was a boating lake that had rowing boats and later on little motor boats, 

and we used to enjoy going on those. There was a penny slot arcade, again on the 

beach side, and we would go to that. The shops were brilliant, because they were like 

the Wild West because they were up on stilts. Magic! Er, there was quite a few buses 

down there, single-decker and double-decker that parked in what I imagine was an 

old hay barn of some type. There was an open sided shelter; the busses would park 

up there. We would occasionally take the bus to Clacton; the busses seemed to run 

straight there.  We would certainly go out on either evening or day trips to places 

which, quite bluntly, I can’t remember. 

When or why do you think this gradually came to an end?  Were the caravans just 

getting old, or did you want to try other things, or other family reasons?  

I think the caravans were probably coming to an end, but my uncle who would drive 

my whole family down here, he moved to the village of Arlesford, so we would then 

come down to Tendring and visit them,  and I don’t think they kept the caravan for 

long after living there.  It was excessive money-wise for one to have a nice place in 

Arlesford, which was fairly seaside like and a caravan at saint Osyth. Er, my uncle was 

a blue collar worker, so never had a great deal of money.  

And finally, just as a final statement on this, how would you describe- Just briefly if 

you had to summarise- how would you describe the atmosphere of caravans in the 

early 1950s? Of these static caravans on the beach- how would you describe the 

atmosphere of the holidays that you took in them?  



Very friendly, very safe. No hooliganism or anything like that.  Everybody seemed to 

be friendly towards you.  You were friendly to them, er, the beach and the sea were 

safe to use.  

Colin that’s brilliant thanks very much.  

 



Transcript of interview with Mr. Dave Maidment, caravan holiday maker 

1969-2000, 21st January 2015 

This is an interview with Dave Maidment, a former caravan holiday maker now living 

in Clacton on sea. Dave where are you from?  

Walthamstow in London, and we used to holiday down here every year; besides 

other places we always managed to get the week down here. 

When did you first experience caravan holidays?  

1969 was the first year we had a caravan of any sort, and that was actually down at 

Saint Osyth on Seawick, and we carried that one on for two or three years until it was 

on its last knockings, and they asked ‘get it off the site’ and we couldn’t find one for 

two or three years from people that were hiring, so we went on to the chalets which 

was at Bel-Air. It’s all the same camps more or less it’s in the same vicinity. We sort of 

stuck with that and eventually a caravan came back into our family, and we used to 

use it between us and we came back down again in the caravan, which was up to 

about ten years ago.  

What was your trade in Walthamstow? 

I was a stonemason, I worked on the roads paving, slabbing and that type of thing; 

putting paving stones down and curbs.  

And how easy was it to find a caravan to take a holiday in?  

There were sign boards outside the shops. You could always find one. It was in the 

local gazette, we used to have the Guardian. You could always find one. At holiday 

times you could always find one in the Guardian. It was normally Seawick in those 

days or Tower at Jaywick, its Martello now I believe. Or there was two or three 

others. You could always find a caravan, Seawick or what have you. There were a 

couple in Jaywick, Sacketts Grove I believe, er, Silver Dawn. There were always 

caravans you could get on sites like that.  

What was the motivation to take a caravan holiday?  

We just liked caravan holidays. Before we got involved in caravan holidays, we tried it 

out in a camper van, and we enjoyed it, and we decided a static one would be much 

better because you haven’t got to worry about pitching up. When you’re there you’re 

there. And the following year I got to hear of somebody who had a caravan. That was 

1969. We hired it, enjoyed it, and the following year came back again and that was 

the start of what’s here now, the early days. The club house in the early days used to 

be called the El-Toro, I believe its Seawick Holiday Lido now. And there was the other 

little club on Bel-Air. You had, you know, a couple of places to go.  

And what was the daily routine? 



On Saturday when you came down you basically unpacked. We never did a lot of 

cooking in doors. I’m a great believer if I’m on holiday she is on holiday. So we used 

to eat out. There was places to eat, nine times out of ten you would pack up a picnic, 

say Colchester Zoo; we would go there one day. There would be a day when we 

would just walk into the village and we would have lunch in the Red Lion pub. Then 

we would go perhaps to the Priory and have a few hours there. There were horses 

there and deer. And another day we would just walk into Clacton. But basically you 

did not get the car out once you was down here. It was nice just to do that for the 

whole week until the next Saturday.  

So how would you describe the entertainment?  

There wasn’t a lot, we had a singer In the little club in Bel-Air and he done I think 

about three or four nights a week. The other two nights we used to have a man come 

from Leytonstone. He had a shop, used to sell guitars and drums. Kenny Nichols. And 

he used to do two nights a week down here. He was a bit of a kids entertainer as 

well.  He would have a gun and holster and swing the gun round and put it back in 

the holster, you know. He would do that on stage and the kids loved it. But that was 

basically the entertainment for one camp. The other camp they would do a few bits 

and pieces- hah- er knobbly knees, glamorous grandmother, that type of thing. That 

went on in the early days. Party night, Friday was always good. That’s where you 

would say goodbye to everybody that you met in the course of the week.  But you 

really got to know people once you came regular, It was year after year. You sort of 

get to know the same people. We got on with a crowd from Harlow, we used to have 

some great laughs.  

What years were these?  

This would be early seventies.  

Did you make any of your own entertainment, did you organize anything?   

One of the people who worked in the clubhouse itself asked me and a mate of mine 

if we had any ideas for the kids, ‘cause there was quite a few kids down there that 

particular year, and we had a think about it and thought how about a sports day. And 

there was a big field at the back there that was never used, so we found a bit of old 

tow rope on the beach and done a tug of war with that and we found some other bits 

of rope which we cut up and made skipping ropes out of. Some old sacks, we done 

sack racing for the kids, and we had a fabulous time. And we organised a darts 

tournament in the club, but we only had one dart board, this took all day ha ha! This 

dart match went on for hours and hours, with one dartboard ha ha! They were 

queuing up, some got fed up and went home; half of them were drunk by the time it 

was their turn ha ha ha! But it was nothing, a bar of chocolate for the kids if they won 

something. It wasn’t done for that, it was done for keeping them happy, and to keep 

them out of the amusement arcades- but there wasn’t even many of them, really. 

There was one or two. And then we would always have an afternoon, Wednesday or 

Thursday, actually on the camp there, we would have a couple of hour’s bingo. Not a 



money bingo- a prize bingo. And I’ll tell you what, we’ve still got -we moved down 

here 10 years ago- we’ve still got some stuff we found which were bingo prizes! 

Some were really good- a big solid glass ashtray we won. And that was one win. 

There was stuff worth doing in those days, there really was.  

And how long did you actually take caravan holidays for? 

Well, we had quite a few- we’ve been married 45 years and over the years we would 

have other holidays, but most years we would manage to get down here for a week 

and right on the very last knockings, before we actually moved down here, people 

had sold them all- got rid of them or they had been towed off where they he was old 

and that. The last few years before we actually came down here we used to take the 

£9.50 holidays from The Sun [newspaper], but we done that for the reason because 

we was looking for somewhere to live down here. So it was perfect, it all fell into 

place. But over the 45 years we’ve had, what, 30 years of holidays down here.  

Why did you stop in the end?  

We moved down here so we didn’t need it anymore. The problem I had was when we 

moved down here I had to tell myself I wasn’t on holiday anymore ha ha ha-I lived 

here! 

That’s great, thanks very much Dave.  

 

 



 



 



Transcript of interview with Mr. Jim Sewell, former site manager at Seawick 

Holiday Lido, 26th July 2011 

Jim I am just going to ask you about the early days when you first started in caravan 

sites.  So what are your memories of that – how did you first get involved?  

 My first memories were meeting Terry O’Dell Junior when he was employed on the 

building industry and through that we got to know and work with each other and he 

at that time said that his father was involved with a caravan site at St Osyth Beach 

and he wanted to know if I was interested in doing any plumbing work which was my 

trade at the time and doing any plumbing work on the camp and I said that I would 

certainly be interested and I duly went down and met and was introduced to Mr 

O’Dell senior and a guy called Graham ,I can’t remember his surname, who was the 

manager at that time and they asked me if I would be prepared to carry out the 

plumbing maintenance to the blocks of toilets and in the club and other facilities at 

the camp which were installed at that time.   

And so you went to work there full time – 

no, initially when I went there which I believe was 1969, I used to go down there 

perhaps twice maybe three times a week, and the work was mainly confined to the 

toilet blocks and shower blocks that there on site at that time, and it was due to the 

toilet systems overflowing or not flushing, or broken toilet seats things like that 

which were inevitable through use and vandalism combined and, as I say, this used to 

involve two or maybe three days a week.  Sometimes it would only be one day a 

week but they used to call me and I used to go down, you know, the next day if it was 

necessary.   

So what were your impressions of the site then in 1969 what was it like?  

– Em, at that time- it was my first experience of being on caravan sites- and I did not 

know what really what to expect, but there was quite a big area of space which was 

occupied by these oldish sort of caravans, that to me looked old,  anyhow- I didn’t 

know much about caravans at that stage.  But there were roads and the like that 

used to serve the car park and there was a lot of fields and things like that all 

combined on there on the site that were not developed -there was plenty of space 

there for future development at that time-  and the caravans were sort of all nicely 

decked and most of them had a little gardens around them and fences around them 

and you used to go around the park you know in the height of the summer season 

and you would see the owners sitting out there in their deckchairs in the gardens and 

you know and there would be several owners all collect at one caravan where they 

would be sitting there drinking tea and having their drinks and you know and all very 

sociable. There was a small sort of camp club house I suppose you would call it and a 

supermarket  attached to it, and you know during the evenings that would be open 

and the caravan owners would all go up there and have refreshments as it were and 

beer and whatever, and a lot of them used to take it in turns and they would muck in 

because it was only a small sort of community at that time really, a lot of them would 



muck in and actually help out serving behind the bar or do the inevitable cleaning 

and things like that the next morning but it was very sort of socialable sort of 

atmosphere at that time.  

So they felt that they partly owed it to the park really – they were stake holders in the 

whole place? 

 Yes- definitely that’s right, yes.   

How many caravans do you think were there roughly at that time? Not exactly but 

roughly? 

 I would have thought probably about 150 but a lot of them were small caravans that 

to my mind were sort of touring caravans that had been permanently sited there, 

rather than the static caravans that were becoming or started to come into fashion as 

it were and which were bigger and wider when they cameon the park and a lot of 

people did upgrade either to the bigger caravans, but there were some that were so 

immaculately kept the older type you know but you could understand that they did 

not want to change – for changes sake- because they were very very homely.   

Where there any purpose-made static caravans there at that time that you would call 

non-touring static holiday homes?   

Yes there were some statics, they were mainly of what was the common makers at 

that time--which was Bluebird, Belmont and I think.. Pemberton they were about the 

three and they all had caravans which were a lot wider than the conventional 

tourers.  They were about 9 to 10 feet wide which was very big at that time and you 

know sort of 22 and 25 foot length was a big caravan, compared to a lot of the others 

that were on site-but there were the ones that were coming in and of course they 

used to have their own transport section at Seawick and they would bring them in 

with their own lorries and there was be a sales area although I was not involved with 

it at that time but there was a sales area where they used to demonstrate or display 

the new caravans and you know it was quite exciting sort of proposition really – to go 

into the park and see those on display there. 

So those were the caravans that were being promoted to people who were coming 

onto the site rather than the old tourers?  

Yes – I was not really involved with the administration or anything at that time, but I 

can remember that they used to have a touring site section where people could 

come down with their own tourers and would stay for perhaps a weekend or perhaps 

for a longer spell on a certain area of the park that was set aside for that but how 

many of those if any were interested in changing up to static caravans I don’t know, 

but I think we used to see during the going round the site as it were for maintenance 

you could see that they were obviously selling new caravans and moving caravans 

about and during the process I gradually got more and more involved with the park 

because they were developing and building more toilet blocks, they were extending 

the club house, er  they were doing work to the offices and doing work to the 



workshop areas and places like that as the park was growing so they were developing 

further and I was getting more and more involved  with my plumbing work, through 

the need, and I can remember basically that they built the Seagull Public House at the 

front of the park which was by all accounts initially going to be for a large 

supermarket right at the entrance of the park, but as the building went on and I think 

the demand for the leisure side grew that they decided instead of doing the 

supermarket to open it as a public house which had an upstairs bar as well which 

they were going to use for dances and various other attractions and that’s how it 

went on you know, that transpired and it was very successful as a public house.   

Was there a great demand for this sort of thing – was the business growing because 

people wanted to come there and buy caravans and new caravans?  

 I would think so yes.  Em I can’t remember how long I’d actually been there, but it 

was several years before I was approached by Mr O’Dell senior- that the manager 

who had been there at the time was leaving and would I be interested in doing a 

‘sidestep’ or whatever and combine my plumbing work but also get involved with the 

office and doing some administration and you know working on that side as well- 

getting to know the working of the park and that from the inside as it were, rather 

than just out on the site itself.  And I said yes I was certainly interested and he then 

offered me full time employment. 

When was this -what year?   

 I can’t remember to be honest what year it was it was in the 70’s but I can’t 

remember what year.  Probably around the mid 70’s.   

Right.   

But anyhow, the offer that he made was attractive at that time and I said certainly 

took the step and joined the Seawick Holiday Lido as it was.   

Right.   

At that time the office was based in I suppose it was an old like- prefab sort of 

building, em that used to fit the bill as it were but it was somewhat antiquated by 

modern standards, er but the park was actually beginning to get busier and during 

the course of my involvement erm I got involved with selling the caravans both new 

and second-hand ones which were coming onto the market through people part-

exchanging.  Which I found very interesting.   

Can I ask you what sort of people bought the caravans?  Where were they from and 

who were they- first of all in the very early days when you were first there -who were 

these people back in 1969 and 1970?  

I would say that my memories were that they were mostly London people mainly 

from the north side of London or the outskirts of London you know , Essex in 

particular- who I would say were quite middle class people who had good jobs, and I 



can remember quite a lot of them when I sold caravans to them, a lot of them were 

in the print game -at that time ,erm and a lot of them – the husbands used to come 

down all the week and on Saturday nights they all disappeared back home because 

there were going in to do one nights work the -Sunday papers- and then be back 

again on the Sunday night and they would be there again for the rest of the week so 

they used to only go away to do one nights work and that was enough wages 

because it was very well paid by what they used to tell us,  erm, it was a very well 

paid profession to be in at that time.  

Where there any other sort of groups people who came to buy caravans or use the 

park at all?   

Em I don’t really remember what their particular trades were, but a lot of them used 

to come down mainly at weekends, i.e. the husband and wife and perhaps the 

children and perhaps the husband would leave the wife and children down here 

especially in the summer holidays, while they’d go back and continue with their jobs 

er but they were several garage mechanics, there was one or two people that I can  

remember were in the building trade, er, but there was quite a mixed variety from 

what I can remember. 

 So a mixture of perhaps were working class people and middle people?   

Yes- Yes…er a lot of them obviously worked in London where it was commonly 

known that they obviously were paid a lot better money and wage structures to what 

there were around Essex this area of the country anyhow, er , and one or two of 

them used to say you know ‘cor I don’t know why you bother to work here you know 

you could earn twice as much as that if you come up London you know do plumbing 

up there in staid of mucking about down here’ …it did not appeal to me but obviously 

they ,you know, were reaping the benefits of that extra money by coming down to 

the camp.   

As time went on into the 70’s was it the same mix of people would you say?   

Yes I would say it was but I think you find that there was more middle-class people 

coming in, erm, because the price of the caravans were obviously going up and they 

were getting bigger they were getting obviously a lot better, the site was obviously 

increasing in size and we were selling quite a few caravans during the course of some 

weekends and you know we were doing advertising to try and reach the public 

through Daltons Weekly and other well known publications at that time to try  and 

attract the people down to the park to see what we had to offer.   

Just about the advertising- how did you advertise – was it just newspapers and 

magazines or did you advertise in any other way?  

 Em we confined it er….we used to do a regular advert in the Daltons Weekly, we 

would obviously get quite a good response from that and we would also have 

occasional advert in the Exchange and Mart ,we would also do features and the 

newspapers used to come through to us every now and again and say they would be 



doing a special feature on a caravan parks in Essex or you know, perhaps a special 

feature on caravans would we be interested in placing an advert and would perhaps 

insert it as a great expense you know just to do perhaps a one off as it were in a 

national newspaper.  I can’t say that we ever had an overwhelming success or 

demand following that ,but it used to get our name across, but I think our best 

method of advertising really was through the Daltons Weekly ,that’s one that I can 

remember first and foremost.   

So when you became involved with caravan sales and more on the administration 

side when would you say were your best years and what was the busiest times do you 

think?   

Em , I think that the best years probably were late 70’s early 80’s. And I can 

remember that the site had grown considerably. When I first went on to the site and 

got involved with the administration side I think there was grounds within the park 

that allowed for another 200 odd caravans sites that hadn’t been developed at that 

time, but we were gradually filling up through people coming on with their old 

caravans which we were also allowing to happen if they so wanted; we would allow 

them to bring their existing caravan, even if it was a tourer. And they could leave it 

there permanently for the season and pay an appropriate rent. But anyhow the park 

was filling up and we built new toilet blocks and new shower blocks, and extended 

the club a little and things like that until it got to the stage where I can remember 

that in the mid- to late- seventies they introduced what they called a serviced 

caravan. Now this was quite new to the trade- prior to these coming in every body 

had been dependant on collecting their water at a stand pipe and collecting their 

waste water in a bucket underneath the caravan, and having to take that and empty 

it in an appropriate drain and using, of course, the site toilets and facilities that were 

built for that purpose. But the advent of a fully serviced caravan was totally new to 

our trade.  

What year was this?  

Er, I can’t be too specific, but I think it was about the late-seventies, perhaps the 

early eighties, but I can remember the first one coming onto our park for 

demonstration and display, for sale, and on looking at it-  it had got a flush toilet, and 

as I say this was not something that anybody had ever seen before, erm, or all that 

anybody had ever seen before  was a chemical toilet in a little cupboard. But to have 

a flush toilet in the caravan and a sink you know, with a tap that actually needed 

connecting up to the mains water was something new and we had to move with the 

times as it were and develop some new sites that were able to occupy this type of 

caravan.  

And how did you do that? 

Er- this was, this was quite a big, a big exercise because we used to be on mains 

drainage but that drainage was confined to just the toilet blocks and the drainage for 

the old buckets-you know- waste buckets.  So we had to select an area that was 



convenient to get into the mains drainage and also what was quite local to the water 

services that were on site. We also had to undertake a lot of checking on whether the 

electricity supply would lend itself to supporting the additional lights and equipment 

that these big caravans, these fully-serviced caravans. 

Jim that’s great-many thanks. 

  

  

  

 



Transcript of interview with Mrs. Linda Tribe, caravan site visitor/caravan 

owner, c. 1952- present, 25th July, 2011 

Thanks Linda.  So I am just going to ask you about your first caravan experiences – 

what was your first caravan site and what was it called?  I can’t remember the name 

of the site but it was at Caister and I was three weeks old – first time.   

First time- how many times did you go there?   

Probably went there till I was probably about five I should imagine,  

Right, right-and when was that?   

1952.   

52- how many caravans do you think there was there?   

Probably 20 – 25 I should imagine.   

Could you describe those caravans?   

 They were like a rounded, round-both-end type caravan - looking back on them now 

er-they looked like cardboard.   

Right -were they new?   

Yes, at the time they were new.   

Were they the sort of ones that would have been towed on the road as touring 

caravans?   

I would not think they were towed – no I think they were just on the park –holiday 

caravans- as static holiday caravans-  

As static holiday caravans-were there any other forms of accommodation such as 

tents or huts?   

I think you did have tenting because sometimes we did go in tents as well.   

Right and why did your family choose a caravan site as opposed to a holiday camp 

such as Butlins or Pontins?  

 Because it was much cheaper and more better for the kids to be round the family at 

the time rather than going to a clubhouse so you was all round the caravan and 

cooking and eating and playing.   

Right did you go to a Butlins and places like that as well?  

 I have been to a Butlins  

So you did both? 



Yes.   

Which one did you do more of which holiday do you think?  

 Caravans.   

Did you know the site owner of the caravan site?  

Afraid I did not- no.   

And did you own that caravan did your family own that caravan?   

No ,we used to rent.   

Right -so that site had caravans for rental-(for rental-yes) and did other people own 

caravans there?   

Probably once I got a little bit older there were caravans that were owned by owners 

and they had a rental side and owners side and that was more at Felixstowe- that 

was in later years.   

That was in later years, right-and that was at a different park?  

That was as a different park that was Felixstowe Beach park.   

Right , OK- did the first site, the Caister one, was there any formal entertainment?   

I think there was a club house were, you know, Mum and Dad would go and have a 

drink if they-if my Nan would look after me.   

But how did you spend your time?   

We used to just run around the parks, erm, on the beaches with your Nan and 

Granddad, your Mum and Dad might be in the pub having a drink but just running 

round on the park.   

Was there anything organised for you any kind of organised activities?   

Not-not then not that I remember of.   

No? And how about Mum and Dad -how did they spend there time?   

Er, they would take us up the shops and on amusements onto the beach and then 

probably give us a bag of crisps outside the pub occasionally.   

Right, so there were amusements there as well?     

There’s amusements, all things- little horsey rides and stuff like that along the 

beach. Erm, loads of things for kids to do really.   

Right- and a bit of freedom?   

Freedom -yeah –you’d to run around.   



So what would you say was the appeal at that site to your family?   

Safe -er, you’d met more people because of the different environment being on a 

holiday camp.  Holiday camps you are in chalets or rooms and tended not to mix 

where on campsites you tend to meet people next door in that caravan and one 

down the road.   

Right- so how did you sort of find out about the caravan – how did your family first 

find out about them-  do you know?   

I think the first time ever- when I was born- my Dad wanted to go away on holiday 

and somebody at work said they could have his caravan and then my Dad just had to 

hire transport to get from Hornchurch to Caister.   

Right, and what year was this?  

That was 1952,   

52, right ,so he kind of heard about it through someone at work-  and what did Mum 

and Dad do for work?   

My Dad was a buyer for Brown Brothers in London   

Right- what would you call that -what sort of job was that?   

Buying electricals, [Right] electrical fridges, freezers for a big company and then they 

used to sell them on.   

So would you describe Dad’s family as working family?   

Yes very working class –not, not rich by any means.   

OK-  

Used to have to really watch the pennies and save for holidays.   

So how often did you use the caravan then – the one that was at Caister?   

Probably only went there once a year and that was when I was little.   

Did your family have a paid holiday ? Was there a kind of a firm’s holiday that you 

could….?  

No, just had to have time off when you wanted it.   

And how many of you made use of that caravan then?   

Well towards the end there must have been about three of us for that one in Caister 

[Right] -and then we started to go to other places and then there would have been 

five kids [Right] -and Nan and Granddad, Mum and Dad.  Quite a lot of us.   

So it became a kind of family holiday ritual- was it something that you always had?   



Yes Dad always used to take Nan and Granddad away for a while when I was little  

And were caravans always part of the holiday every year do you think that was 

something that your family liked?   

They liked and what they could afford  

And wanted to do it every year?  

Yeah.   

Did you get to know any other caravan people on the site any kind of holidaymakers 

or people who owned caravans or anything?   

You got to know the kids but, I mean, after so many years now I have not got any clue 

who they are anymore.   

So you not only used the caravan at Caister but you then used one at Felixstowe?   

That was when I was from about 15 up until I was about 19 or 20.  

If it’s OK to ask, what year was this?   

Oh yeah.. it would have been erm, nineteen ..early.. late 60’s early 70’s  

And what are your memories about those caravanning years- were they very busy 

times on caravan site?   

That was a busy time you’d to come home from work on a Friday night get in the car 

and drive down to Felixstowe from Ilford I lived then, and my boyfriend at the time 

and his Mum and Dad owned that caravan and we used to go down the sea front to 

Charlie Mannings, down to the Pier to see the people playing the organs and things 

like that and also the amusements and that was a great holiday time.  Go in the club 

house, erm, dancing..  

And the boyfriends parents who owned the caravan where they working people?   

They were working people- the Dad worked in Ford’s and Mum was a district nurse.   

Right, OK- OK, and what, was the appeal the same for you then as it was perhaps for 

your parents earlier on?   

Yep, yeah getting away for the weekend from London- out and just enjoy yourself.   

Right, and so that lasted until when?    

Till I was about 20 so that would have been around 1973[2] something like that.   

OK, and did you use caravans after that or caravan sites?   

Yes I mean we had been .. caravan sites at Rockley Sands and Sandford Park down at 

Dorset with my Mum and Dad and tents and that short of thing.   



So Mum and Dad were still keen to go to holiday caravan sites in the 1970’s?  

Yeah- well into the 70’s.   

And, so you have had a number of years then in static caravans?   

Quite a few years in static caravans, holidays erm, and it was far better for my Mum 

and Dad and from their point of view it was cheaper than going to a Butlins which 

they could’nt afford.   

Right.   

And all the kids were all safe and the kids loved it.   

So it was kind of a preferred choice really.  Right, OK- and you are still on a caravan 

park?  

I do live on a caravan park now ha ha! 

In a wonderful home which is a beautiful place -is the atmosphere the same today do 

you think on caravan sites or had it changed a little?   

It has changed a little in that the park that I am on is more retired people – reserved 

people rather than being holiday camp people that we were years ago– that is 

probably because of the age.   

OK, well that’s brilliant thanks ever so much Linda that’s a really helpful interview.   

 

 



E-Mail correspondence with Mike Hopper and Karen Borra, The National Caravan 
Council 

 From: Karen Borra [Karenb@nationalcaravan.co.uk] 
Sent: 31 August 2010 14:33 
To: ODell, Sean M 
Subject: NCC Stats 
 

Sean 
Further to our telephone conversation please find attached some statistics, as 
requested. 
Regards, 

Karen Borra 

Events Co-Ordinator / Exhibitions Manager 
National Caravan Council 
DDI      01252 796062 
Mobile  07801 959710 
DEDICATED DIRECT DIAL MEMBERS' LINE call 01252 336097 
www.thecaravan.net 
National Caravan Council Ltd, Catherine House, 
Victoria Road, Aldershot, Hampshire GU11 1SS 
Reg. No. 519228 England & Wales 
The National Caravan Council is the representative body for the UK caravan industry 
  

To: 
karenb@nationalcaravan.co.uk; 
Thu 02/09/2010 08:11 
Sent Items 
Dear Karen, 

it was good of you to take the time to send this info, many thanks! 

Kind regards, 

Sean. 

 

FAO Mike Hopper  
OS 
O'Dell, Sean M  
To: 
info@thencc.org.uk;  
Tue 06/08/2013 15:16 
Sent Items 

Dear Mike, 
thank you for taking the time to talk to me on the telephone last week regarding my 
research into the caravan manufacturing industry during the second half of the 20th 
Century. As you are now aware, I am keen to get as much data regarding the 



development of the static caravan manufacturing industry in this country as possible, 
including sales figures, production output, exports, numbers employed in the 
industry and so on for the period 1950-1990. Also some key questions remain 
unanswered- for example, why and how did Hull become the epicentre for static 
manufacturing in the UK? 
I am sending this e-mail just in case I did not give this e-mail address correctly over 
the phone. I appreciate that you must be very busy, so I appreciate any help that you 
can give. 
Once again, many thanks, 
Sean O'Dell 

Dept. of History 
University of Essex. 

 

 

OS 
O'Dell, Sean M 
To: 
Mike.H@thencc.org.uk; 
Mon 23/09/2013 14:12 
Sent Items 
Dear Mike, 

firstly, thanks again for the production and export stats that you sent a few weeks 
ago, they were very helpful indeed. I know that this is a busy period for you, but I 
wondered if you had any further data on static manufacturing from 1950 to 1990? In 
particular I would dearly like to get hold of some idea of numbers employed, 
turnover - anything that contextualises the industry within the wider manufacturing 
sector. 

Finally, could I ask your (and perhaps your colleagues) opinion as to why Hull has 
become the hub for UK static caravan production? We have our own theories on this, 
but I would like to know if there are any other factors that we have not considered. 

Thanks again for your time- your help is greatly appreciated. 

Sean. 

Sean O'Dell 
Dept. of History 
University of Essex. 
 
Mike Hopper <Mike.H@thencc.org.uk> 
To: 
O'Dell, Sean M; 
Wed 02/10/2013 10:38 
Dear Sean 

Very sorry but we don't have data for this section of industry on turnover, number of 
employees etc. My own view about Hull is that it used to be the import terminal for 



wood from Scandinavia. Caravans were made of wood, ergo the two got together. 
Does this accord with your view? 

Regards 

Mike 

 
O'Dell, Sean M 
To: 
Mike Hopper <Mike.H@thencc.org.uk>; 
Wed 02/10/2013 15:54 
Dear Mike, 

many thanks for the reply and yes, this very much does accord with our view of Hull 
as a manufacturing centre. May I quote you as supporting this theory in the 
published research? 

Many thanks again for your help, 

Best wishes, 

Sean. 

MH 
Mike Hopper <Mike.H@thencc.org.uk> 
To: 
O'Dell, Sean M; 
Wed 02/10/2013 16:14 
Hi Sean 

Fine by me. I'm back in the office next week and will look to see if I can find some 
further material which could be of use. 

Kind regards 

Mike 

 
Research 
OS 
O'Dell, Sean M 
To: 
Mike Hopper <Mike.H@thencc.org.uk>; 
Thu 03/10/2013 12:30 

Brilliant!! Thanks Mike, 

Sean. 

NCC Stats 

OS 

ODell, Sean  



E-Mail correspondence with PRODCOM/ Office for National Statistics 

Good afternoon, 

my name is Sean O'Dell, I am a PhD research student with the Department of 
History, University of Essex. My research interests are around UK static 
holiday caravan production and use in the post-war period of the twentieth 
century. I would like to know as much as possible about UK static caravan 
manufacturing from 1950 to 1990 as possible:- production figures, sales 
figures, employment, capital etc., and I would be most grateful if you could 
help me access any data that you might hold in this regard. 
Yours sincerely, 
Sean O'Dell 
Dept. of History 
University of Essex 
 
To: 
O'Dell, Sean M; 
Tue 09/07/2013 11:24 
Dear Sean 
 
Thank you for your email. 
 
We are currently experiencing problems sending email responses (from our 
info@ons mailbox) to some of our customers. 
To overcome this problem we are sending the same response to customers using the 
individual mailboxes of our advisors, you may therefore receive 2 responses. 
To help us resolve this technical problem, could you please respond to this email 
letting us know if this is the second or only response you have received and if the 
emails you received contained information or were blank. It would be helpful if you 
could also supply your telephone contact number. 
I have forwarded your request to the Prodcom team who will send a response 
directly to you. Their contact details are: 
Phone: 01633 456746 
Email :  prodcompublications@ons.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Kind regards 
Gillian Day 
Customer Advisor| Cynghorydd Cwsmeriaid 
Stakeholder Management and Communication Division | Rheoli Rhanddeiliaid a Is-
adran Chyfathrebu 
Room 1.101 | Ystafell 1.101 
Office for National Statistics | Swyddfa Ystadegau Gwladol 
Government Buildings | Adeiladau'r Llywodraeth 
Cardiff Road | Heol Caerdydd 
NP10 8XG 
Telephone 0845 6013034 | Ffôn: 0845 6013034 
 
 
To:        Prodcompublications@ONS 
Date:        09/07/2013 11:21 
Subject:        Caravan manufacturing - Ref: CCC12451 



Sent by:        Gillian Day 
 
Dear colleague 
 
Please see the email below, received 8/7/13 by the Customer Contact Centre. I am 
unable to find statistics for Static caravans, only mobile caravans. (29202292) 
Could you please respond directly to the customer? 
The customer email address is : smodel@essex.ac.uk 
If I have forwarded this enquiry to you/your team in error, can you please let me 
know who the correct recipient should be? This will help improve our service to 
customers. 
 
Thank you, 
Gillian Day 
Customer Advisor| Cynghorydd Cwsmeriaid 
Stakeholder Management and Communication Division | Rheoli Rhanddeiliaid a Is-
adran Chyfathrebu 
Room 1.101 | Ystafell 1.101 
Office for National Statistics | Swyddfa Ystadegau Gwladol 
Government Buildings | Adeiladau'r Llywodraeth 
Cardiff Road | Heol Caerdydd 
NP10 8XG 
Telephone 0845 6013034 | Ffôn: 0845 6013034 
 
 
 
Caravan manufacturing - Ref: CCC12451 
HF 
Hannah Finselbach <hannah.finselbach@ons.gsi.gov.uk> 
on behalf of Prodcompublications@ons.gsi.gov.uk 
To: 
O'Dell, Sean M; 
Wed 10/07/2013 16:24 
 
Dear Sean 

Apologies in the delay replying to your email. 

Unfortunately the PRODCOM Survey started in 1992, so does not cover the period 
you require (1950-1990). In our current publication, static caravans would be 
classified as Prefabricated buildings (product code 25111030 if iron or 
steel/25111050 if aluminium), within Division 25 (Manufacture of fabricated metal 
products). 

Statistics for pre 1992 may be available from an alternative survey held in our Library. 
You can arrange a visit to the Library to scan any required information, or 
alternatively it may be worth checking if any relevant documents can be sent to you. 

Please let me know if you would like to discuss further, or if you have any questions 
on more recent statistics. 

Kind regards, 



Hannah 

 
 
To:        Library Enquiries@ONS 
cc:         
Subject: 
Good morning, 

my name is Sean O'Dell, I am a PhD research student with the department of History, 
University of Essex. Further to our telephone conversation this morning, my research 
interests are around UK static holiday caravan production and use in the post-war 
period of the twentieth century. I would like to know as much as possible about UK 
static caravan manufacturing from 1950 to 1990:- production figures, sales figures, 
employment, capital etc., and I would be most grateful if you could help me access 
any data whatsoever that you might hold in this regard. The PROCOM team 
suggested that this data would probably only be available from yourselves. 

Many thanks, 
yours sincerely, 
Sean O'Dell 
Dept. of History 
University of Essex 
 

To: 
O'Dell, Sean M; 
Fri 19/07/2013 17:03 
Inbox 
You replied on 22/07/2013 08:28. 
 

Good Afternoon Mr o' Dell, 

Further investigation reveals that we hold Product sales and Trade data for caravans, 
but not for static caravans.  It becomes increasingly generalised the further back into 
the past you go - in 1992, caravans are included with motor vehicle bodies, trailers 
and caravans.  By 1960 it comes under the overall SIC heading of motor vehicle 
manufacturing.   

Suggested contacts for further research are: 

British Holiday and Parks Association:  http://www.bhhpa.org.uk/   

Visit Britain  http://www.visitbritain.org/Images/Foresight%20Issue%2059_tcm29-
14790.pdf 

National caravan council at http://thencc.org.uk/contact_us.aspx 

Regards 

Stella Giblin 
ONS Library | Llyfrgell ONS 
Room 2.057 | Ystafell 2.057 



Office for National Statistics | Swyddfa Ystadegau Gwladol 
Government Buildings | Adeiladau’r Llywodraeth 
Cardiff Road | Heol Caerdydd 
Newport | Casnewydd 
NP10 8XG 
Telephone: 01633 456582| Ffôn: 01633 456582 
 
Communication Matters | Materion Cyfathrebu 
Communication Division | Is-adran Gyfathrebu 
Please note that I do not work Monday, Tuesday or alternate Wednesday 
Static caravan manufacturing in the UK 
 
OS 
O'Dell, Sean M 
Mon 22/07/2013 08:28 
 
Dear Stella, thank you for looking into this for me, and for the contacts- your help is 
much appreciated. Best wishes, Sean. 

 



Transcript of interview with Steve Munro, Director of the National 

Association of Caravan Owners (NACO), 10th January 2014 

When and how did you first enter the static holiday caravan industry? 

My route into the static holiday caravan industry was via the office at Seawick 

Holiday Lido, at Saint Osyth- I was taken on as the assistant accountant , something 

like- November 1976. 

From that time, how would you describe the caravan site clientele? 

The clientele at the caravan sites at that time were drawn mainly from the east end 

of London, Essex-  people whom would historically come to this area for their 

holidays, er, from London. 

So London was the main area- the catchment area? 

Yes-East-End, East-London up to Romford, Dagenham, Ilford, Barking- places like 

that. 

In terms of social class, how would you describe them? 

They were working class, I would say. 

Were there any lower middle-class families or individuals? 

It’s not something that I would really tune in to very much or think about, probably 

quite a few. People who had their own business. 

Oh, right- so small business people? 

Yes. 

Where there many of those, or were they in a minority? 

I would imagine that he would be a minority-but a visible minority. 

How did the caravan site develop from the late 1970s to the end of the 1980s? 

Well, l I would say that it expanded- there was a programme of expanding the 

number of units available- for both ownership of a static holiday caravan and hiring 

out, also chalets- let’s not forget that, so there was considerable development work 

and the leisure entertainment complex underwent considerable development during 

that period. 

Was that a period of consistent development, or were there peaks and troughs? 

Er, it’s a job to say really-everything had peaks and troughs, that’s because it’s such a 

seasonal industry, but it seemed to me that everything was on the up. 



And how would you say the caravan sites industry generally at that time compared 

with commercial holiday camps such as Butlins or Warners? 

I think…. just from my own perspective…. I think there was a programme either 

knowingly or unknowingly of moving caravan sites towards commercial holiday 

camps, so ideas would be picked up upon to provide a sort of all in experience when 

coming down to the park. 

Were commercial holiday camps becoming more like caravan sites in that they were 

being more ‘free’ with their entertainments and self-catering? 

I imagine that the two things were coming together. 

Were there any difficult times economically? 

In the time period that we are talking about, I’m only aware of that being the case 

towards the end, I would say it was a period of growth. 

How many people would typically be employed on a site such as the one where you 

worked? 

Wel,l I would have thought that Seawick was probably quite a big employer because 

it was catering for everything that anybody needed when they came to their caravan 

when on holiday- there was quite a big office staff, a big maintenance staff and there 

was quite a big entertainment staff, if you include the entertainments staff maybe 

there were 80 people in a year, there was certainly 30 people as a minimum. 

Then 30 people would be the core staff and that figure would rise during the season? 

Yes. 

Would that figure double? 

Yes it’s possible, maybe even up to 80 people. 

How would you describe the entertainment facilities? 

The entertainment facilities were tending to cater to traditional British working 

man’s requirements- so there was a variety of licensed outlets, there was a variety of 

venues with stages that could put on different degrees of entertainment depending 

upon what you fancied at any given time-there was obviously children’s facilities, so 

all round family holidays. 

Was there live music? 

Yes there was, live music was very popular- there is a big circuit, or there certainly 

was at that time, for previously big artists to go around and entertain people in what 

was effectively a new outlet- it was a new development really, in terms of the size of 

the venue and the people that they were catering for.  There was a genuine feeling of 



excitement on the day when there was going to be a show in the evening.  You could 

feel it on the camp. 

Was there live music from a house band; was this a local band? 

It was a good breeding ground for any bands that formed in an environment where 

there were holiday camps- as an outlet where they could tailor their act to cater for 

what the managers in the clubs and the bars wanted for the clientele.  There would 

usually be a house band, given that there were probably head- liners coming in, there 

would be a retained band and there would be a compere-the whole thing would 

mirror a sort of variety show that you might see on television in that period. 

Were there regularly new customers for static caravans during that period? 

Yes. I would say it was quite a good period for sales of static caravans. 

Both new and second-hand? 

I would say yes, because people would upgrade their caravans- it was a period of 

development in terms of design, there was a natural ‘keeping up with the Jones’’ 

feel, if somebody had a certain unit with certain specifications, it would pollinate 

everybody else. 

Would you say there were any differences between caravan owners and those that 

used the hire fleet? 

My understanding is essentially probably not, other than people who owned a 

caravan could somehow afford to own a caravan- but in terms of the people, I could 

not see a lot of difference. I would say broadly they were from the same background: 

working-class people mainly.  Some people who took holidays would go on to own 

caravans. 

At the end of the 1980s had caravan sites in Britain changed significantly? 

Yes I would say it was a period of change. I think a lot of it came down to 

entertainments, and what people expected when they came to a caravan park- what 

facilities they expected to be at the park and how well-appointed they expected their 

caravan to be. 

Had expectations grown or just changed? 

They had grown. 

Was there any significant change economically; were caravan parks in a better 

position economically at the end of the 1980s than they were at the end of the 1970s? 

Yes- I would say they were, but there was a period coming up when things would not 

be so good- in hindsight. 

So did things peak around the end of the 1980s? 



Yes. 

Okay- thank-you very much. 

 



Sylvia Juggins <sylviaj1937@gmail.com> 

Sun 18/01/2015 16:20 

To: O'Dell, Sean M;          You replied on 18/01/2015 18:49. 

Reading your article in the Gazette on Thursday brought back many fond memories. I 

was about 9 or 10 years old when we first went to the holiday site , I am now 77. It 

was just after the war so to go away on holiday at the seaside was very special. 

We all had new clothes to go away and I can remember how exited we were. 

We stayed in a very small caravan in the field . The owners,  Mr and Mrs O'Dell, 

always came to settle us in and invite us to the hall for a cup of tea and to book us in 

for an evening meal. My sister and I still remember the delicious rabbit stew she 

made us , we had never had anything so good. 

The caravan was very close to the sea and we went to the beach every day ( how 

funny can never remember it raining) 

Us girls played in the sand and had a little paddle in the sea. Dad tried to teach us to 

swim but he had to be careful as there were still rocks from the sea defences under 

the water. 

We all picked up cockles on the beach and Dad cooked them on the little cooker. we 

ate them while they were still warm. Can still taste them!! 

There was one little shop which sold everything and us girls were treated to new 

beach shoes. 

The one job I didn't like was having to pull the baby's push chair along the soft sand 

to get along the beach being the eldest this was my job. 

In the evenings we would all get dolled up in our new dresses to go to dinner and 

stay to have fun and games. Anne and I always got up the front to sing " A Your 

Adorable " A popular song at the time. 

Anne also remembers an Irish lady who taught her to tell the time. 

One year two of us had sun stroke and Mrs O'Dell  looked after us very kindly. 

On the left hand side of the picture in the Gazette I think it could be me (or wishful 

thinking Ha! ) sitting alongside 2 little boys. 

I have enclosed a picture I found of our family at the camp. Happy Days 

Kind regards 

Mrs Sylvia Juggins ( nee Roberts ) 

01255 81425 Please feel free to get in touch if you wish to asked me anything . 


