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The British Household Panel Study
The data used in this feature are

© drawn from Waves 1 and 2 of the
British Household Panel Study
(BHPS), a national household panel
survey of over 10,000 individuals in
some 5,500 households in Britain.
The sample was drawn from the small
users file of the Postcode Address File
and covers non-institutional
residences in England, Wales and
Scotland (north of the Caledonian
Canal excluded).

The BHPS is an annual survey
which started in September 1991 and
will return to re-interview panel
members on an annual basis over the
coming years. At Wave 1, 9,912
eligible adults aged 16 or over were
interviewed and 352 proxy interviews
taken, giving an upper response rate
(full interviews with at least one
member of the household) of 74 per
cent. At Wave 2, 9,459 eligible adults

~ were interviewed and 386 proxy
interviews were taken giving an upper
response rate of 89 per cent. The
Wave 2 sample includes 892 new
entrants, not interviewed at Wave 1
but with full interviews at Wave 2, and
excludes 1,345 respondents who were
interviewed at Wave 1 but not at
Wave 2.

The baseline information about
education and qualifications is drawn
from the 1991 Wave 1 interview. The
BHPS collects information about
education and qualifications for
individuals to a level of detail
comparable with the General
Household Survey (GHS 1987). This
covers school, further and higher '
educational qualifications, and
specifies the type and number of each
qualification gained by respondents in
their lifetimes. The BHPS dataset
also provides valuable information on
the domestic and household
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circumstances of women which may be
important factors in determining a
woman’s decision to enter into paid
employment outside the household.

In addition to gathering similar core
information concerning annual
retrospective changes in employment,
the Wave 2 BHPS questionnaire also
collected a retrospective employment
status history starting from the date the
respondent first left full-time education.
This information did not extend to

.changes between different employers or

changes within jobs, but was limited to
transitions in and out of the labour
market and between full-time and part-
time work. These retrospective data
therefore provide a summary history of
transitions in and out of various states
of employment (a full job history
covering details of all respondents’ past
jobs is asked in the Wave 3 BHPS
guestionnaire).

Definitions

Qualifications

In this feature the ‘highly qualified’ are
defined as those having qualifications

above GCE A level who hold one or
more of the following qualifications:

. University or CNAA Higher degree of

UK standard; University or CNAA First
Degree or equivalent; teaching
qualification (excluding degrees};

nursing qualification (including SEN,

SRHN, SCM); Higher National
Certification (HNC) or Diploma (HND),
BEC, TEC, SCOTVEG, BTEC Higher
Certificate or Higher Diploma, City and
Guilds Certificate Full Technological,
Part i (hereafter Higher BTEC/City and
Guilds equivalent); other higher
technical, professional or higher
qualification (where any of above are
not held).

Qualifications gained at University or
from CNAA awarding institutions were
defined as ‘higher academic’ andthe
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‘paid employment.

remainder of the list above as ‘higher
vocational’. For coding purposes a
higher level of academic qualification
takes priority, such that someone with
a degree and an additional higher
technical qualification would be
classified first as having a degree.
The term ‘less qualified’ is used to
refer to those individuals not holding
any of the qualifications listed above.

Lifetime employment history

The information on continuity of
employment is drawn from the Wave
2 retrospective employment status
history. The summary measures of 0
lifetime employment status histoties
used in this analysis include
employment statuses at various
intervals after first leaving full-ime
education, the number of spells in
various states of employment, the
percentage of time spent in various
employment states, and continuity of
labour market participation.

A three-category measure was
constructed to classify the continuity
of labour market participation since
leaving full-time education until the
date of the Wave 2 interview.
individuals who had spent over 90 per
cent of their potential working lives up
to 1992 in either full-time, self-
employed or part-time employment
were classified as having a
‘continuous’ career. it should be noted
that the summary measure of
‘continuity’ used here counts one
month of full-time, one month of part-
time or one month of self-employment
all equally as one month of
employment. In this respect,
therefore, these figures do not
calculate full-time equivalent years in







