	Table 3. Between-group comparisons in the game-related statistics technical variables based on the maturity status timing (Mean ± SD) 

	Variables
	U16 National Championship
	FIBA U16 European Championship
	TIME X GROUP

	[bookmark: _Hlk507421981]
	Early (n=13)
	Average (n=23)
	p
	Effect size (ES)
	Early (n=13)
	Average (n=23)
	p
	Effect size (ES)
	p

	[bookmark: _Hlk506818025]Minutes (n)
	16.82±2.70
	15.78±3.29
	0.341
	0.34
	14.23±7.77
	19.05±6.43
	0.053
	-0.70
	0.023

	Assists (n)
	1.07±0.73
	2.79±1.75
	0.002
	-1.17
	1.81±1.67
	2.86±2.16
	0.139
	-0.53
	0.413

	Turnovers (n)
	3.26±1.51
	3.93±1.40
	0.187
	-0.47
	2.97±1.73
	2.89±1.25
	0.876
	0.06
	0.248

	Steals (n)
	2.74±1.72
	3.95±2.06
	0.081
	-0.62
	0.72±0.61
	1.27±0.76
	0.996
	0.00
	0.155

	Rebounds (n)
	10.98±2.95
	8.77±3.67
	0.072
	0.64
	2.39±1.31
	3.52±2.23
	0.582
	0.19
	0.296

	Blocks (n)
	0.81±0.72
	0.54±0.63
	0.240
	0.42
	0.37±0.71
	0.35±0.57
	0.958
	0.02
	0.216

	Points (n)
	12.95±4.88
	19.85±6.73
	0.003
	-1.12
	11.17±8.57
	13.75±5.97
	0.296
	-0.37
	0.122

	Assist/turnover Ratio
	0.45±0.52
	0.78±0.59
	0.098
	-0.59
	0.72±0.75
	1.04±0.72
	0.223
	-0.43
	0.964

	Steal/turnover Ratio
	0.99±0.56
	1.11±0.58
	0.544
	-0.21
	0.86±0.63
	0.98±0.72
	0.619
	-0.17
	0.994

	Significant differences at P < 0.05.








	


