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Abstract  

 

T h i s  q u a l i t a t i v e  s t u d y  a d o p t s  a  c r i t i c a l  r e a l i s t  p a r a d i g m  i n f o r m e d  b y  

f e m i n i s t  e p i s t e m o l o g y  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  s u r v i v o r s  o f  

t e c h n o l o g y - f a c i l i t a t e d  s e x u a l  v i o l e n c e  ( T F S V)  i n  Gr e e c e .  I t  e m p l o y s  o p e n -

e n d e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  a  g r o u p  o f  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  ( N = 1 5 )  a n d  

c o n d u c t s  i n t e r v i e ws  w i t h  s u r v i v o r s  ( N= 2 8 )  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  ( N= 1 0 ) ,  

i n c l u d i n g  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  ( N = 2 ) ,  c y b e r  l a w  e x p e r t s  ( N= 2 ) ,  a n d  c y b e r  s e c u r i t y  

e x p e r t s  ( N = 6 ) .  

T h e  s t u d y  i n v e s t i g a t e s  t w o  p r i m a r y  r e s e a r c h  q u e s t i o n s .  F i r s t l y,  i t  d e l v e s  

i n t o  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  T F S V s u r v i v o r s ,  w i t h  a  p a r t i c u l a r  e m p h a s i s  o n  

e l u c i d a t i n g  t h e  c o m p o u n d i n g  e f f e c t s  o f  T F S V o n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  S e c o n d l y,  i t  

s c r u t i n i z e s  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  T F S V h e l d  b y  Gr e e k  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  e n g a g e d  i n  c o u n s e l l i n g  a n d  s u p p o r t .  T h i s  i n q u i r y  a l s o  t a k e s  

i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e i r  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o n  t h e  m u l t i f a c e t e d  c h a l l e n g e s  i n v o l v e d .  

I n  e s s e n c e ,  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  c o n t r i b u t e s  v i t a l  e m p i r i c a l  e v i d e n c e  t o  a n  a r e a  o f  

s t u d y  t h a t  h a s  r e m a i n e d  l a rg e l y  u n d e r e x p l o r e d ,  u n v e i l i n g  t h e  d e t r i m e n t a l  

i m p a c t s  o f  T F S V o n  s u r v i v o r s  a n d  s h e d d i n g  l i g h t  o n  t h e  o b s t a c l e s  t h a t  

h i n d e r  i t s  e f f e c t i v e  m i t i g a t i o n  b y  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  

u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e  u rg e n c y  o f  i m p l e m e n t i n g  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e s p o n s e s  t o  

a d d r e s s  T F S V,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  G r e e c e ,  a n d  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  b r i d g i n g  t h e  g a p s  b e t we e n  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  s u p p o r t  

s e r v i c e s  t o  e m p o w e r  s u r v i v o r s  a n d  c o m b a t  t h i s  b u rg e o n i n g  s o c i e t a l  c o n c e r n .  
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Introduction to  the  Thesis  

T hi s  s t ud y  ex p l o re s  t h e  ex pe r i en ce  o f  s u rv iv or s  o f  t e chn o l og y -

f ac i l i t a t ed  s exu a l  v i o l en ce  (T FS V )  in  G r eece .  Fo cu s in g  on  t h e  no n -

co ns ens u a l  po s t i ng  o f  im ag es ,  t h e  s tu dy  s eeks  to  ex p l o r e  t h e  

ex p e r i en ces  o f  s u rv i vo r s  i n  o rd e r  t o  b e t t e r  u nd e rs t an d  how  th e  

ex p e r i en ce  o f  T FSV  h as  h ad  an  im p ac t  o n  th e i r  l i v es .  Add i t i on a l ly ,  i t  

s e e ks  a l s o  to  exp lo r e  ho w p ro f es s i on a l s  f ro m ac ro ss  v a r io us  

i n s t i t u t i on s  su ch  as  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s ,  m en t a l  h ea l t h  w or k e rs ,  an d  l aw y e rs  

r e s po nd  to  T FSV  as  a  p h en om en on  t h rou g h  t h e i r  p rac t i c e .  T h ro ug h  

ad min i s t e r i ng  o p en - en d ed  q ues t i o nn a i r e s  t o  5 3  su r v iv o rs  an d  

p r o f es s io n a l s ,  t h e  re s ea r ch  i s  i n t en d ed  to  g en er a t e  f i nd i ng s  on  t h e  

ex p e r i en ces  o f  t he se  in d iv id u a l s  an d  g r o up s  th a t  m ay  co n t r i bu t e  t o  

ex po s i ng  th e  im p ac t  o f  T FS V  o n  su rv iv o rs  an d  sh ed  l i g h t  o n  t h e  

o bs t ac l es  t o  ap p ro pr i a t e  i n s t i t u t io n a l  r e s po ns e s  t o  t h e  p hen om eno n  and  

i t s  mi t ig a t io n .   

 

Technology-faci l i tated  sexual  v io lence  (TFSV) 

T echn o l og y  h as  d eep ly  a l t e r ed  t he  w ay  i nd iv i du a l s  i n t e r ac t  w i th  e ach  

o th e r .  Th i s  ch an ge  i s  p a r t i cu l a r ly  n o t i c eab l e  i n  ro m an t i c  r e l a t i on sh ip s .  

T h e  adv en t  o f  so c i a l  m ed i a  h as  i n c r eas i ng ly  m ad e  p r i v a t e  i n t e r ac t i on s  

b e tw een  cou p l es  d ig i t i z ed  and  th us  mo r e  am en ab l e  t o  r e co r d i ng ,  

r ep r od uc t io n  and  t r an smi ss io n  i n  t h e  pu b l i c  r e a lm  th r ou gh  s o c i a l  m ed i a  

( L enh a r t ,  e t  a l . ,  2 01 5 ) .  T echn o lo g i ca l  d ev e l opm ent s ,  i n c lu d i ng  s o c i a l  

n e tw o rk in g  s i t e s ,  hav e  u nd ou b t ed ly  con t r ib u t ed  t o  t h i s  phen om eno n ,  
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o f f e r i ng  n ew w ay s  o f  com mu ni ca t i on  w h ich  h av e  b o t h  pos i t i v e  and  

n eg a t i v e  e f f ec t s  o n  in t e r p er so n a l  r e l a t i on sh ips  (U t z  and  B u ek eb o om,  

2 0 11 ) .  A  t yp i ca l  exam pl e  o f  a  t e ch no lo g y - l ed  ch an g e  i n  ro m an t i c  

r e l a t i on sh ip s  i s  r e l a t ed  t o  t h e  w ay  i n  w h ich  in t im at e  p a r tn e r s  exp r es s  

t h e i r  s ex ua l  d es i r es .  Fo r  i n s t an ce ,  a l t ho u gh  sh a r i ng  i n t i ma t e  m at e r i a l  

w as  so m eth in g  a l mo s t  u nh ea rd  o f  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  i n  t h e  d i g i t a l  ag e  i t  i s  a  

co mmo np l ace  p r ac t i c e .  In  h i s  r e s ea r ch ,  fo r  ex am pl e ,  M cAf ee  (2 01 3 )  

f o un d  th a t  f i f t y  p e rcen t  o f  Am er i can  sm ar t ph on e  o wn e r s  i n c lu d ed  in  

t h e i r  s tu dy  s h a r ed  “ i n t i ma t e  ph o to s ”  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r t ne r s ,  o ne  i n  t en  o f  

w h om  w as  t h r ea t ened  t o  h av e  th e se  i mag es  m ad e  pu b l i c  by  t h e i r  

p a r t n e r s .  I t  i s  i n  t he  con tex t  o f  t h e  w id esp r ead  u s e  o f  t h e  In t e rn e t  an d  

t h e  so c i a l  m ed i a  t ha t  w h a t  h as  p op u l a r l y  b een  ca l l ed  as  “ rev eng e  

p o rn og r aph y”  ( fo r  m o re  o n  th i s  t e r min o l og y ,  s ee  b e l ow )  cam e in to  th e  

s po t l i gh t .  

A ls o  kn o wn  as  “ r even g e  po r n”  o r  “ cy be r  r ap e”  ( F r ank l in ,  2 0 14 ) ,  

“ r ev en g e  po r no g raph y ”  h as  b een  de f i ned  b y  th e  p ub l i c  as  n on -

co ns ens u a l  po r no grap hy  as  i t  i nv o lv e s  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i on  o f  s exu a l ly  

ex p l i c i t  m a t e r i a l  wi th ou t  t h e  s ub j ec t ’ s  con s en t  (C as t r o  and  M cQ uin n ,  

2 0 15 ) .  Ιn  es s en ce ,  “ r ev en g e  po r no g raph y ”  i s  a  m ed i a -g ene r a t ed  t e rm  

t yp ica l ly  r e f e r r i ng  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i on  i n  w h ich  a  “s co r n ed  ex - lo ve r ”  

d i s t r i b u t es  t h e i r  fo r m er  p a r tn e r ’ s  s exua l  im ag es  on l i ne  wi t ho u t  t h e i r  

co ns en t .  Th i s  t e r m h as ,  h o wev e r ,  b een  th e  s ub j ec t  o f  m uch  c r i t i c i sm  b y  

a  nu mb er  o f  c r i t i c a l  c r imi no lo g i s t s  ( s ee ,  fo r  ex am pl e ,  F r an k ,  20 16 ;  

P ow e l l  and  H en ry ,  2 0 16 ;  C i t r on  an d  Fr an ks ,  20 14 ) .   
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Fi r s t  o f  a l l ,  t h e  wor d  i s  i t s e l f  a  mi s l ead in g  t e r m,  a s  no t  a l l  o f f en d er s  

a r e  d r iv en  by  r ev eng e  wh en  t h ey  p os t  n ak ed  o r  p o r no g r aph i c  

p h o to g r ap hs  o f  o t he r  p eo p l e  wi th ou t  pe r mi s s i on  ( F r an k ,  20 1 6) .  A  

p e r so n  can  en g ag e  i n  d i s t r i b u t i ng  n on -co ns ens u a l  im ag es  n o t  o n l y  t o  

p u b l i c l y  hu mi l i a t e  t h e  v i c t i m ,  b u t  a l s o ,  i n t e r  a l i a ,  t o  i mp re s s  t h e i r  

p ee r s  o r  g a in  s ex u a l  s a t i s f ac t i on  as  a  r e s u l t  o f  acqu i r in g  p o w er  an d  

co n t ro l  ov e r  t h e  v i c t i m  ( F r an k ,  2 01 6 ) .  S econ d l y ,  t he  em ph as i s  i s  o f t en  

n a r r ow ly  p l aced  o n  th e  d i s s em in a t io n  o r  p os t in g  o f  ph o tog r aph s  by  

j i l t ed  ex - lo ve r s  s eek in g  r eveng e  ag a i ns t  a  f o rm er  p a r tn e r  an d ,  a s  s u ch ,  

d o es  n o t  s u f f i c i en t ly  c ap tu r e  d i f f e r en t  t yp es  o f  im ag e -b ased  v io l a t io ns ,  

s u ch  as  t h e  n on - con s en su a l  t ak in g  o f  n u de  o r  p o rn og r ap h i c  p ho t os  

( e . g . ,  h ack i ng  an d  i l l eg a l  r e co rd i ng  i n  p r iv a t e  p l ace s )  o r  t h e  t h r ea t s  o f  

s h a r in g  nu d e  o r  s exu a l  i m ag es - a l so  k no w n a s  s ex t o r t i on  (M add o ck s ,  

2 0 18 ) .   

T h i r d ly ,  t h e  t e rmi no lo gy  l i nk s  no n - con s en su a l  im ag es  to  co mm er c i a l  

p o rn og r aph y  p r od uc t i on ;  y e t ,  m os t  i mag es  sh a r ed  w i t ho u t  co ns en t  h av e  

v e r y  l i t t l e  i n  commo n  w i th  co nv en t i ona l  p o r n  ( F r ank s  201 6 ) .  

C on v en t io n a l  po r nog r aph y  a i ms  a t  pu re l y  comm er c i a l  co ns um pt i on ,  and  

t ho s e  p a r t i c i pa t i ng  i n  i t s  p r od u c t i on  do  s o  con s en su a l ly ,  w h i l e ,  i n  t h e  

co n t ex t  o f  T FS V,  im ag es  m ay  o r  m ay  n o t  b e  p r od uced  con s en su a l ly .  

T h e  l a t t e r  c an  b e  us ed  e i th e r  t o  c aus e  d i s t r e s s  t o  a  sp ec i f i c  p e r s on  

( B l oo m,  2 01 4)  o r  fo r  com m er c i a l  con su mp t io n  d ep end i ng  o n  t h e  

s i t u a t io n  in  q u es t ion .  T h i s  i s  wh a t  r e a l l y  d i f f e r en t i a t e s  “ rev eng e  

p o rn og r aph y”  f rom con v en t io n a l  p o r no g r ap hy .  Fou r t h l y ,  t h e  t e rm  

ad op t s  v i c t im -b l ami ng  as sum pt i on s  by  im ply in g  t h a t  t h e  su r v i vo r  h as  
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d o ne  s om et h i ng  to  a r o us e  th e  p e rp e t r a t o r ' s  ha t red  ( F r anks  2 01 6) .  S u ch  

an  i d ea  o r ig i n a t es  f r o m t h e  t e r m “ r ev en g e”  in  t h e  E ng l i s h  l an gu age  

w h ich  imp l i es  t h a t  t h e  v i c t i m  o f  t h a t  r ev eng e  h ad  p r ev i ous ly  com mi t t ed  

a  t r ans g re s s io n  aga i ns t  t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r ,  on e  th a t  i n s t i g a t ed  s u ch  

v eng ean ce .  F in a l ly ,  and  p e r haps  m os t  s ig n i f i c an t ly ,  t h e  t e r m pu t s  

em ph as i s  n o t  o n  t he  p e rp e t r a t o r s '  v io l en t  a c t s  bu t  o n  th e  co n t en t  o f  t h e  

p i c tu r e s  by  f a i l i ng  t o  r e co gn i ze  t h a t  no n - co ns ensu a l  i m ages ,  o r  t h e  

t h rea t  o f  t h e i r  d i s semi n a t i on ,  h av e  q u i t e  s ig n i f i c an t  i mp ac t s  on  th os e  

w h o  exp e r i ence  s u ch  a  t h r ea t  (P o w el l  an d  H enr y ,  2 01 6 ) .  A s  a  r es po ns e  

t o  t h e  a f o r em en t io ned  p r ob lems  a s s o c i a t ed  wi t h  th e  t e rm “ r ev en g e  

p o rn , ”  t h i s  t h es i s  u s e s  t h e  t e r m “ t echno lo gy - f ac i l i t a t ed  s ex u a l  v i o l en ce  

( T FSV ) ”  b ecau s e  i t  c ap t u r e s  a  mu ch  wi d er  r an g e  o f  b eh av i ou r s  an d  

t h e i r  imp ac t s .  

T h e  d ec i s io n  to  us e  th e  t e rm ‘ TRS V ’  ov e r  r ev en g e  po r no gr ap hy  an d  t h e  

n eed  f o r  a  b ro ade r ,  mo r e  in c l us iv e  t e rm  re l a t es  a l s o  to  t he  s t a t us  o f  

s u ch  o f f en s es  a cco rd in g  to  G r eek  l aw.  In  t he  l eg a l  sy s t em  o f  G r eece ,  

u n l ik e  s ev e r a l  o t h e r  Eu r op ean  co un t r i e s ,  “ r ev eng e  p o rn og r aph y ”  i s  no t  

c r im in a l i z ed  a s  a  s t an d a l on e  o f fens e .  In s t ead ,  i t  i s  ad dr e s s ed  th ro ug h  a  

co mbi n a t i on  o f  s p ec i f i c  c iv i l  and  c r imi n a l  p ro v i s io ns ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

r e co ur s e  t o  t h e  D a ta  P r o t ec t i on  Aut hor i t y .  D ep en d i ng  o n  t h e  sp ec i f i c  

c a s e  and  cu r r en t  l eg a l  p r o v i s i o ns ,  t h e  p e r p e t r a to r  can  f ace  

i mp r i so nm en t  r an g in g  f r om 10  d ays  t o  5  yea r s  o r  a  f i n e .  Ho w ev er ,  i f  

t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r ' s  i n t en t i on  w as  to  g a i n  i l l eg a l  f i n an c ia l  ben e f i t  fo r  

t h ems e lv es  o r  cause  f i n an c ia l  h a r m,  an d  th e  to t a l  b en e f i t  o r  d am ag e  

ex ceeds  th e  amo un t  o f  on e  h un d red  and  t w en ty  th o us an d  ( 1 20 ,0 00 )  
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eu r os ,  t h en  t he  l aw p r es c r i be s  a  mi n imu m p r i s on  s en t en ce  o f  1  y ear  o r  

i mp r i so nm en t  o f  u p  to  6  y ea rs .  Th e r e fo r e ,  t h e  pu n i sh ab l e  a c t  o f  

“ r ev en g e  po r no g raph y ”  m ay  a l s o  i n co rp o r a t e  o t h e r  o f f en se s  s u ch  as  

d e f am a t io n ,  i n s u l t ,  t h rea t s ,  i l l eg a l  a cce s s  t o  i n f o r m at i on  s ys t ems  o r  

d a t a ,  and  m o re .  

A cco rd in g  t o  t h e  ab o ve ,  t h e  p un i sh ab le  a c t  o f  “ r ev en g e  po r no g r ap hy , ”  

ex cep t  i n  i t s  d i s t i ng u i sh ed  fo r m wh e re  th e r e  i s  i l l eg a l  f i n an c i a l  b en ef i t  

o r  d am ag e  ex ceed in g  1 20 ,0 00  € ,  i s  t r ea t ed  as  a  mi s d em ean o ur  u nd e r  t h e  

l aw.  T h e  f ac t  t ha t  i t  i s  ad d r es s ed  by  a  s p ec i a l  c r imi n a l  p ro v i s i on  th a t  

ad ds  a  f i n e  t o  t h e  im p r i s on ment  s en t en c e  m ak es  th e  pu n i s hm en t  

r e l a t i v e l y  l en i en t  fo r  t he  pe r p e t r a to r ,  p o t en t i a l l y  d imi n i sh in g  i t s  

d e t e r r en t  ch ar ac t e r .   

I t  i s  a l s o  no t ab l e  t h a t  i t s  l en i en cy  m ak es  th e  in su f f i c i ency  o f  cu r r en t  

l eg i s l a t i on  mo r e  l i k e ly  to  i mp ac t  w omen  as  t he  p r i m ar y  v i c t ims  o f  

T FS V.  A s  C i t ro n  no t i c es  (2 00 4) ,  t h e  su r v i vo rs  o f  T FS V  ar e  

p r edom in a t e ly  f ema l e .  As  fo r  t h e  p e rpe t r a t o r s ,  t h ey  a r e  us u a l l y  f am i l i a r  

p eop l e ,  s uch  a s  a  hu sb and  o r  an  in t ima t e  p a r t ne r ,  wh o  u nd e r  ce r t a in  

c i r cu ms t an ces  ( e .g .  d i vo r ce /  b r eak up )  w i s h  to  re t a l i a t e  b y  d i s t r i bu t in g  

n u de  im ag es  o r  v i deo s  o f  t h e i r  ex -g i r l f r i en ds  w i t ho u t  t h e i r  con s en t  

( C i t r on  an d  F r ank s ,  2 01 4) .  Th e  t r e a tmen t  o f  TRS V and  su r v iv or s  wi th i n  

G r eek  in s t i t u t i on s  an d  un d e r  cu r r en t  l aw  t h e re f o re  co ns t i t u t es  a  

f emi n i s t  i s s u e .  

A f t e r  t h e  d i s c lo su re  o f  su ch  s exu a l ly  ex p l i c i t  m a t e r i a l ,  su r v i vo rs  

u su a l ly  s u f f e r  v a r io us  n eg a t i v e  e f f ec t s .  Sp ec i f i c a l ly ,  B loo m ( 20 14 )  
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s ug g es t s  t h r ee  m ain  t yp es  o f  e f f ec t s  on  v i c t i ms .  F i r s t l y ,  c a r ee r - r e l a t ed  

p r ob lems  an d  p r ob lem s  pe r t a in in g  t o  t h e  v i c t im s ’  i n t e rp er s on a l  

r e l a t i on sh ip s  c an  a r i s e  wh en  p r iv a t e  ph o t og r aphs  a r e  pos t ed  o n l i n e .  

S eco nd ly ,  su ch  d i sc l os u r e  c an  l e ad  to  s u i c i d a l  t en d e n c i e s ,  e s p ec i a l l y  

co n cer n i ng  wom en  w h o  a r e  mo r e  vu ln er ab l e .  L as t ly ,  t h r ea t s  by  t h i rd  

p a r t i e s  o r  ex -p a r t ne r s  mi gh t  a ccom p an y  th e  d i s c l os u r e ,  an d  a s  a  

co ns equ en ce ,  t h e  su r v i vo rs  l i v e  i n  con s t an t  f e a r .  In  add i t i o n ,  r e s ea r ch  

h a s  a l so  i d en t i f i ed  s imi l a r i t i e s  b e tw een  s exu a l  a s s au l t  su r v iv or s  and  

‘ r ev en g e  po r n ’  s u rv iv o rs .  In  p a r t i cu l a r ,  e a r l i e r  a s  w e l l  a s  r e cen t  s tu d i e s  

h av e  d e t ec t ed  co mm on  m en t a l  h ea l t h  i s s u es  amo ng  v i c t im s  o f  s exu a l  

a s s au l t  and  r ev en g e  p or no g r ap hy  su ch  a s  P TSD ,  d ep r es s i on ,  anx i e ty ,  

s e l f - b l am e ,  s ub s t ance  abu se  an d  d en ia l /  av o id an ce  ( Ea to n  e t  a l . ,  20 17 ;  

C ec i l ,  2 01 4 ;  C amp be l l ,  20 08 ;  Ki lp a t r i ck  an d  A ci e r no ,  20 03 ;  Co h en  an d  

R o t h ,  1 98 7) .  

A p ar t  f r om  th e  d evas t a t i ng  e f f ec t s  on  s u rv iv or s ,  t he r e  a r e  a l s o  som e  

o th e r  r e as o ns  th a t  co u l d  m ak e  th e  ph en om eno n  o f  T FS V s o  d an g e ro us  

n o w ad ays .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t e ch no l og y - f ac i l i t a t ed  s ex ua l  v i o l en ce  can  

co ns t an t ly  t ak e  d i f fe r en t  fo rm s  du e  to  t e chn o lo g i ca l  ad v an cemen t s .  In  

p a r t i cu l a r ,  T FS V co u l d  no t  on l y  b e  l im i t ed  t o  i n t i m at e  pa r tn e r s  g iv en  

t h a t  no w  th e r e  a r e  n um ero us  w ebs i t es  ( s u ch  as  s he s ah om ew r eck e r . co m,  

ch ea t e r l and . co m,  go ss ip b l aze . co m,  i n t e r n e t ch ea t e r s . com ,  m y ex . com  

e t c . )  wh e r e  sex ua l  m at e r i a l  i s  po s t ed  w i t ho u t  t h e  co ns en t  o f  t h e  p e r s on  

d i s p l ay ed  ( Go ld ,  20 1 1) .  Th i s  p r ac t i c e  o ccu r s  o f t en  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  

u s e  o f  h ig h  com pute r  h ack i ng  t e ch n i qu es  w h i ch  h e l p  s t r an g e rs  t o  o b t a i n  

t h e  nu d e  ph o to s  f rom  t he  v i c t i ms ’  e l e c t r on i c  d ev i ces  w i tho u t  t he i r  
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co ns en t  and  k no wl ed g e  ( L a i rd ,  20 13 ) .  A f t e rw a rd s ,  t h es e  ph o t os  a r e  

p u b l i sh ed  o n  r ev eng e  p o rn  w ebs i t es ,  o f t en  accom p an i ed  by  t h e  f u l l  

d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  v i c t im s ’  i d en t i t i e s ,  w h er e  each  u s e r  c an  acce s s ,  com ment  

o n  o r  ev en  s ha r e  s uch  p ho to g raph s .  For  ex amp l e ,  ‘ i s an yop eup . co m ’  w as  

t h e  f i r s t  and  mo s t  po p u l a r  r ev eng e  po rn  w eb s i t e  c r ea t ed  in  20 10  

( Wo ol f ,  2 01 5 ) .  G r ad u a l l y ,  t h e  w eb s i t e  d r ew  t h e  a t t en t io n  o f  In t e r ne t  

u s e r s ,  hav i ng  a  s ign i f i c an t  n um b er  o f  n u de  p ho to  s ubm is s i on s .  T h e  

o p e r a to r  o f  t h e  w ebs i t e ,  Hu n t e r  Mo or e ,  b en e f i t t ed  f r om  t he  po pu l a r i t y  

o f  t he  s i t e  by  m ak in g  a  l o t  o f  p ro f i t  f ro m adv e r t i s i ng  in  a  sh o r t  p e r i od  

o f  t i m e .  A f t e r  s om e v i c t ims ’  i n t e rv en t io ns ,  t h e  w ebs i t e  w as  s hu t  do wn  

an d  so ld  to  an  an t i -b u l ly i ng  g r ou p  i n  20 1 2 ;  Mo o re  w as  s en t en ced  t o  tw o  

an d  a  h a l f  y ea r s  i n  p r i s on  ( Br a i t ,  2 01 5) .   

A l t ho ug h  ‘ i s an yo p eu p .com ’  ( no w  t ak en  do wn )  p u t  a  s po t l i gh t  on  th e  

d i s t u rb in g  ph enom en o n  o f  T FSV ,  th e r e  a r e  s t i l l  s om e o t her  w eb s i t e s  

w h ich  do  ex ac t ly  t he  s am e  ( see ,  f o r  exam pl e ,  s h es ah om ewr eck e r . com,  

ch ea t e r l and . co m,  go ss ip b l aze . co m,  i n t e r n e t ch ea t e r s . com ) .  

T echn o l og i ca l  t oo l s  s u ch  as  t h e s e  can  b e  us ed  to  h umi l i a t e  p eop l e  b y  

c i r cu l a t i ng  s en s i t i ve  p e r s on a l  d a t a  o n l i n e  o r  e as i ly  s p read in g  

u ns ub s t an t i a t ed  rum ou r s  t h ro ug h  t h e  u s e  o f  t e chn o lo g y .  Fo r  ex ampl e ,  

s o f t w ar e  l i k e  P ho tos ho p  can  b e  us ed  t o  h a rm p eo p l e  w ho  hav e  n o t h in g  

t o  do  wi t h  t h e  s ex ua l  m at e r i a l  o r  t h e  ru mo u rs .  In  p a r t i cu l a r ,  v i d eo s  

k n ow n a s  “d eep fakes ”  u s e  a  p e r s on ’s  b o dy  w i th  an o t he r  p e r so n’ s  f a ce  

m app ed  ov e r  t h e  top  (M o rr i s ,  20 18 ) .  M o r eo v er ,  r e l a t i v e ly  r ecen t  

f i nd i ng s  by  r es ea rch e r s  f ro m t h e  Un ive r s i t y  o f  N ew cas t l e  w a rn  ag a i ns t  

t h e  up comi ng  d ange r s  o f  n ew t echn o log i ca l  adv an ces  in  a r t i f i c i a l  
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i n t e l l i g en ce  ( Gr i f f in ,  2 02 0) .  S p ec i f i c a l ly ,  t h ey  s ug g es t  t ha t  V R 

t echn o lo g i es  i n  t h e  p o r no g r ap hy  in du s t r y  co u l d  ach i ev e  su ch  a  re a l i s t i c  

r e s u l t  t h a t  t h ey  wou ld  o f f e r  i nd iv i du a l s  an  a l mos t  r e a l  s ex u a l  

ex p e r i en ce .  Th es e  t e ch no lo g i es  co u ld  ra i se  n ew  co ns en t - re l a t ed  and  

e t h i ca l  i s su es  s in ce  VR  p o rn og r ap hy  co u l d  l eg i t imi z e  ab us iv e  

b eh av io ur s  ( Woo d ,  2 0 17 ) .  Fo r  i n s t an ce ,  s u ch  t e ch no lo gy  m ig h t  

i n s t ig a t e  i nd i v i du a l s  t o  ob s e r v e  su ch  co ns um pt i on  as  ch ea t in g  on  th e i r  

s ig n i f i c an t  o th e r s .  I t  m i gh t  a l so  en ab le  i n d iv id u a l s  t o  a c t  o u t  f an t as i e s  

t h a t  a r e  con s i d er ed  v i o l en t  o r  ex t rem e  ( G r i f f i n ,  2 02 0) .  

M o r eo v er ,  t h e  d ec i s io n  to  empl oy  t h e  t e rm  " su rv iv or "  ( επ ι ζώ ν )  i n  l i eu  

o f  " v i c t i m"  ( θύ μα )  f o r  t h e  re s ea r ch  p ar t i c ip an t s  w ho  h av e  en co un te r ed  

T FS V a l ig ns  wi th  t h e  a im  o f  t h e  s tu dy  to  emp h as i ze  t h e  re s i l i ence ,  

s t r eng th ,  and  ag en cy  o f  t h es e  in d iv id ua l s .  T h i s  t e rmi no log y  sh i f t  

a ck no wl edg es  t h e i r  c ap ac i t y  t o  ov e r com e  ad ve r s i t y  and  r ec l a i m t h e i r  

l i v es  fo l lo wi ng  t r au m at i c  ex pe r i en ces ,  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  pe r s p ec t iv e s  

p r e s en t ed  i n  r e l ev an t  l i t e r a t u r e  (Wi l l i am s ,  1 99 9) .  I t  un der s co r e s  t h a t  

t ho s e  a f fec t ed  b y  TFS V a r e  n o t  d e f in ed  s o l e l y  by  t h e i r  v i c t i mi za t i on  

b u t  a r e  d yn ami c  and  en du r in g  i nd iv i du a l s  n av ig a t in g  th e  in t r i ca t e  

a f t e rm at h  o f  t r au ma  ( Wal k a t e ,  2 00 6 ) .  B y  us i ng  t h e  t e rm  “s u rv iv or , ”  t h e  

r e s ea r ch  a ims  t o  em po w er  th es e  i nd i v i du a l s  and  h on o r  t he i r  f o r t i t ud e  

an d  cou r ag e ,  h i gh l ig h t in g  t h e i r  a c t iv e  an d  end u r in g  jo u rney  b eyo nd  

v i c t i mi za t i on ,  i n  l i n e  wi t h  t h e  d i scou rs e  o n  th e  l im i t a t i ons  o f  t he  

“ v i c t im ”  l abe l  and  t h e  po t en t i a l  adv an t ag es  o f  ado p t i ng  a  mo r e  

em po w er in g  t e r m (V an  D i jk ,  20 09 ;  Foh r in g ,  2 01 8) .  N ever t he l es s ,  i t  i s  

i mp or t an t  t o  r e co gn i z e  t h a t  t e rms  s u ch  as  ‘v i c t im ’  m ay  be  p r es en t  i n  
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t h e  sp eech  o f  t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s  i n  t h e  s tu d y ,  and  i t  i s  i mp or t an t  t o  

r ep r es en t  a ccur a t e ly  t h e  En g l i sh  eq u iva l en t s  t o  t h e  G r eek  t e r ms  u s ed  

w h en  qu o t i ng  f r om  t h e  p r im a ry  d a t a .  Th e  cu l tu r a l  em bedded n es s  o f  

co n cep t s  o f  v i c t i mi z a t i on  wh en  i t  co mes  t o  sexu a l  ab us e  an d  a s s au l t  

m ay  d i f fe r  a cco rd in g  to  cu l tu r a l  co n tex t  and  th i s  i s  s ome t h in g  th a t  a l so  

w a r r an t s  d i s cu ss ion  wh en  ca r ry i ng  o u t  t he  an a lys i s  b e l ow  ( K al r a  &  

B hu g ra ,  20 13 ) .  

 

Responses  to  TFSV  

D es p i t e  t h e  ev i d ence  o f  t h e  s e r io us  e f f ec t s  an d  t h e  mul t ip l e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  

c an  l e ad  t o  t h e  ph en om eno n  o f  T FS V,  u n fo r t un a te ly  t he r e  h as  b een  no  

g lo b a l  s t and a rd  fo r  d ea l i ng  wi t h  i t  so  f a r .  H o w ev e r ,  a  g lob a l  s t an d ar d  

f o r  ad dr e s s i ng  T FSV  i s  e s s en t i a l  b ecau s e  ou r  w o r ld  i s  i n t e r co nn ec t ed ,  

an d  g l ob a l  ch a l l en ges  r eq u i re  co o rd i n a t ed  r es po ns e s .  E v en  i f  s om e 

co un t r i es  d o  no t  cu r r en t ly  r e cog n i ze  TFS V a s  a  p ro b l em ,  t h e  po t en t i a l  

co ns equ en ces  and  in t e r d ep end en ce  o f  n a t io ns  m ake  i t  c ruc i a l  t o  

e s t ab l i sh  s t an da r ds  and  p r o t oc o l s  fo r  ad d r es s in g  su ch  i s su e s  on  a  g l ob a l  

s ca l e .  Whi l e  n on - co ns ens u a l  po r no g rap h y  ha s  b een  ex pand in g  

s ub s t an t i a l l y  i n  t h e  p as t  f ew yea r s  an d  m an y  cou n t r i es  s uch  as  s om e 

s t a t es  i n  t h e  US A,  t h e  U K,  G e rm any  an d  Fr an ce  h av e  en ac t ed  na t i on a l  

l aws  ag a i ns t  i t ,  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  no  i n t e rn a t io n a l  l eg a l  gu i de l i n es  an d  

en f o rcemen t  s t an d ar d s  t h a t  p r ov i d e  un i f o r m p ro t ec t io n  t o  v i c t ims  

( M ed iu m,  2 01 7 ) .  As  C i t ro n  an d  F r anks  (2 01 4 )  s ug g es t ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h r ee  

m ai n  r eas on s  b eh ind  t h e  l a ck  o f  i n t e rna t i on a l  l eg i s l a t i on  r eg a rd in g  t h e  
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b an  o f  im ag e -b as ed  s ex u a l  v i o l en ce .  F i r s t l y ,  i n con s i s t en t  co n cep t io ns  

o f  co n t ex tu a l  p r i v acy  r en de r  l aw -m ak in g  an  ex t r em el y  com pl ex  t a sk .  

T h es e  co n cep t io ns  a r e  ba s ed  o n  th eo r i e s  s up po r t in g  t h a t  t h e  v i c t im  h as  

t h e  r i gh t  t o  a c t  l ega l l y  on ly  i f  h e  o r  sh e  i s  t h e  on e  w ho  c r ea t ed  t he  

co n t en t .  In  o t h e r  wo r ds ,  i f  t h e  ph o to  w as  a  “s e l f i e , ”  t h en  t h e  v i c t i m  h as  

t h e  cop yr ig h t  and ,  h en ce ,  can  b e  l eg a l l y  p ro t ec t ed  i f  s omeo n e  th r ea t en s  

h i s  o r  h e r  p r iv acy  (L ev en do w sk i ,  20 14) .  Ho w ev e r ,  t h e  i s su e  s eem s  

m u ch  mo r e  com pl i ca t ed  l eg a l l y  i f  s omeo n e  c l a ims  t h a t  t he  v i c t im  h ad  

co ns en t ed  t o  a  n ude  ph o t o  on l y  f o r  p r i v a t e  us e  in  t h e  con t ex t  o f  a  

r o man t i c  r e l a t i on sh i p  and  l a t e r  h i s  o r  h e r  p a r t n e r  p os t ed  t h i s  ph o to  

o n l in e  ( J acob s ,  2 017 ) .   

A p ar t  f r om  th e  t e chn i ca l  d i f f i cu l t i e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  som e  s o c i o -

p o l i t i c a l  an d  cu l t u ra l  r e a so ns  th a t  co u ld  pos s i b ly  ex p l a i n  w h y  th e r e  a r e  

s t i l l  f ew  an d  in adeq u a t e  l aw s  to  p r o t ec t  s u r v i vo rs  ag a ins t  T FSV .  Th es e  

r ea s ons  a r e  m ai n l y  r e l a t ed  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  i n d i f f e ren ce  an d  h os t i l i t y  t o  

w o men ’s  au t on om y ( C i t ro n  and  F r an ks ,  20 14 ) .  Acco rd i ng  t o  f em in i s t  

c r im in o lo g i s t s ,  s exu a l  a s s au l t  and  rape  a r e  s een  as  p r ac t i c e s  o f  m al e  

d om in a t io n  ov e r  wo m en  an d  no t  a s  ac t s  o f  s exu a l  g r a t i f i c a t i on  

( C hap l eau  an d  O swa l d ,  2 01 0 ;  D a y ,  1 99 5 ;  E l l i s ,  1 98 9) .  Tech no lo gy  –  

f ac i l i t a t ed  s exu a l  v i o l en ce  co u ld  a l so  b e  t ho ug h t  w i th in  th i s  

f r am ew o rk .  As  B a te s  (2 01 7)  h ig h l i gh ted ,  m en  f ee l  m o re  a t  l i b e r ty  t o  

s exu a l ly  h a r as s  o r  h um i l i a t e  w om en  on l i ne  d u e  to  t h e  f ac t  t ha t  t h e  t e ch  

w o r l d  i s  m ai n ly  d om in a t ed  by  m al es  an d  th e  l a t t e r  b ene f i t  fu r t h e r  f r om  

t h e  ano nym o u s  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  in t e r n e t  i t s e l f .  
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L as t l y ,  t h e  cu r r en t  l a ck  o f  ad equ a t e  l aw s  b ann i ng  n on - con s en su a l  

i mag es  mi gh t  b e  as s o c i a t ed  wi t h  a  l a ck  o f  u nd e rs t an d in g  o f  t he  g r av i t y  

o f  t he  p r ob lem (C i t r o n  and  F r an ks ,  2 01 4 ) .  Desp i t e  m ed i a  a t t en t i on  t o  

“n on - con sens u a l  imag es , ”  e sp ec i a l ly  i n  t h e  cas e s  o f  c e l eb r i t i e s  l i k e  

J enn i f e r  L aw r en ce  an d  R ih ann a  w ho  hav e  fa l l en  v i c t im s  to  cy b e r -

a t t a cks  ( s ee  Ho t ch in ,  2 01 4  fo r  f u r t he r  d e t a i l s ) ,  r e l a t i v e l y  f ew  acad em ic  

s tu d i es  h av e  fo cus ed  on  th e  i s su e ,  p a r t i a l l y  emp h as i s i ng  on ly  i t s  l eg a l  

r e s po ns e .  Th us ,  s o  f a r  t h e r e  h a s  b een  o n l y  a  s ca r ce  b od y  o f  r es ea rch  

r e l a t ed  t o  T FS V –  an d ,  i n  p a r t i cu l a r  t o  s u rv iv or s ’  ex p e r i en ce s  an d  th e  

n a t io n a l  ( so c i a l ,  cu l tu r a l ,  l eg a l ,  en f o r cem en t )  r es po ns e s  t o  i t  ( s ee ,  fo r  

s om e  ex cep t io ns ,  B l oo m,  2 01 4 ;  H enr y  an d  Po w el l ,  20 14 ,  2 0 15 a ,  

2 0 15 b) .   

 

Aims of  this  Study  

Fo r  t h e  pu rp os e s  o f  t h i s  s t ud y ,  t he  t e rm s  “ t echn o lo gy - f ac i l i t a t ed  s ex ua l  

v io l en ce  ( T FS V) ”  an d  “no n - co ns en su a l  p os t in g  o f  im ag es ”  w i l l  b e  us ed .  

T h e  cu r r en t  s t ud y  fo cus e s  on  th e  ex p er i en ce s  o f  t h e  su r v iv o rs  o f  T FS V ,  

i n  p a r t i cu l a r  t h e  ones  wh os e  im ag es  h av e  b een  po s t ed  o n  so c i a l  m ed i a  

w i t ho u t  t h e i r  co ns en t ,  i n  G r eece .  Th e  s tu dy  d e l v es  i n to  t h e  ex p er i en ces  

o f  s u rv i vo r s  ( N=2 8)  o f  T FS V,  w i th  an  em ph as i s  o n  un d er s t and i ng  h o w 

T FS V has  h ad  cumu l a t i v e  i mp ac t s  on  t h e i r  l i v e s .  Su bs equ en t l y ,  i t  

i nv e s t i g a t es  t h e  p e rcep t i o ns  o f  G r eek  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  ( N =15 )  an d  

p r o f es s io n a l s  (N =10 )  r eg a rd i n g  T FS V.  Sp ec i f i c a l ly ,  t h i s  s tu dy  s eek s  to  

an s wer  t he  fo l lo win g  t wo  r e s ea r ch  ques t io ns  an d  th r ee  su b -q u es t io ns :  
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1 )  Wh at  a re  t h e  su rv iv o rs ’  exp e r i ence s  o f  T FS V ?  

1 A )  H ow  d o  su r v i vo r s  i n t e r p r e t  t h e i r  ex p e r i en ce  o f  T FSV  a s  

i mp ac t i ng  t h e i r  su bs equ en t  l i f e  t r a j e c to r i e s  and  o u t co m es ?  

2 )  Wh at  a re  t h e  i n s t i t u t io n a l  r e sp on s es  –  b o t h  go v er nm en t a l  an d  

n o n- go v e rnm en t a l  –  t o  T FS V -r e l a t ed  v i c t i mi s a t io n ?  

2 A )  Wh at  a r e  G r eek  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s ’  pe r cep t io ns  o f  T FS V 

an d  o f  t h e  w ays  th ey  r es po nd  to  i t ?  

2 B )  Ho w do  p r o fe s s io n a l s  wo rk in g  i n  co un s e l l i n g  an d  

s up po r t  ( e . g . ,  men ta l  h ea l th  p ro f es s i on a l s ,  l aw ye r s ,  e t c . )  

r e s po nd  to  i n c id en t s  o f  T FSV ?  

In  t he  fo l lo wi ng  chap t e r  (Ch ap t e r  2 ) ,  t h e  cu r r en t  l i t e r a tu re  r e l a t ed  to  

t h e  ph enom eno n  o f  T FS V an d  “no n - con s en su a l  im ag es ”  wi l l  b e  

c r i t i c a l ly  d i s cuss ed .  C h ap t e r  3  w i l l  d e l i n ea t e  t h e  m eth od o l og y  w hi ch  

h a s  b een  s e l ec t ed  fo r  t h i s  s tu dy .  In  t h i s  ch ap t e r ,  t h e  m et ho ds  o f  d a t a  

co l l e c t i on  an d  an a ly s i s  wi l l  b e  i l l u s t r a t ed  a l on g  wi th  s ome  e th i ca l  

co ns id e r a t i on s  and  l imi t a t io ns  o f  t h i s  p r o j ec t .  C h ap te r  4  w i l l  an a ly se  

t h e  r es ea r ch  f in d i ng s .  C h ap t e r  5  i n c l ud es  a  b r i e f  su mm ary  o f  f i n d i ng s  

an d  an  in -d ep t h  d i scu ss io n  wi t h i n  t h e  co n t ex t  o f  t h e  p r ev i ou s  th eo r y —

t hu s ,  s ug g es t in g  new  p a th w ays  f o r  fu tu r e  re s ea r ch .  
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Chapter 1: Literature Review 
 

T h i s  ch ap t e r  s eek s  t o  o f fe r  a  t ho r ou gh  an a l ys i s  o f  t h e  evo l v i ng  

l and scap e  o f  cy b e rc r im in o lo gy,  fo cus in g  o n  va r io us  a sp ec t s  o f  t h e  

f i e l d .   

I t  com men ces  b y  d i s cus s in g  th e  co ncep t  o f  d ig i t a l  c r imi no lo gy  an d  i t s  

s ig n i f i c an ce  in  co mp r eh en d in g  c r i m e  an d  ju s t i c e  w i th in  ou r  

co n t em po r a ry  d ig i t a l  s oc i e ty.  Th i s  d i scu ss io n  d r aws  u po n  k ey  

c r im in o lo g i ca l  t heo r e t i c a l  f r am ew o rks  ( s ee ,  fo r  ex am pl e ,  B u r r us s  e t  a l . ,  

2 0 12 ;  Hin du j a  an d  K o o i ,  20 13 ) ,  i n c lu d i ng  s o c i a l  l e a r n i ng  t h eo ry ,  l o w 

s e l f - con t r o l  t h eo ry,  g en e r a l  s t r a i n  t h eor y  (Bu r ru ss  e t  a l . ,  2 0 12 ;  Hin du j a  

an d  K oo i ,  20 13 ) ,  an d  r ou t in e  ac t i v i t y  t h eo ry  (B o l t  and  Bo ss l e r,  20 08 ) ,  

t o  e s t ab l i s h  a  f ou nd a t io n a l  u nd e rs t and i ng  o f  cy be r c r im ino lo gy.  Th i s  

l ays  t h e  g r ou nd wo rk  fo r  a  m o r e  i n -d ep t h  an a ly s i s  o f  s p ec i f i c  

p h en om ena  wi t h i n  cy b e rc r imi no l ogy,  s p ec i f i c a l ly,  s ex t ing  an d  

cy b e rb u l l y in g .  Th e  i mp or t an ce  o f  t h ese  su b j ec t s  t o  t h e  r es ea r ch  p r o j ec t  

l i e s  i n  t h e i r  c ap ac i ty  t o  i l l umi n a t e  t h e  i n t e r s ec t io n  o f  t e chn o l og y  and  

s o c i a l  h a rm s ,  p a r t i cu l a r ly  t h os e  co n cer n in g  sexu a l  v io l ence .  

S ub sequ en t ly,  an  ex amin a t io n  o f  t h e  sex t in g  ph eno m en on  i s  u nd e r t aken ,  

co ns id e r i ng  i t s  m ul t i f a ce t ed  imp l i ca t io ns  wi t h i n  t h e  d i g i t a l  c r im in o lo gy  

f r am ew o rk .  T h i s  ana l ys i s  en com p as s es  t h e  mo t i va t i ons  b eh in d  s ex t in g ,  

i t s  p r ev a l en ce  am on g  ado l es cen t s  and  y o un g  a d u l t s ,  a s  we l l  a s  t he  

p o t en t i a l  co ns equ en ces  and  s oc i e t a l  a t t i t ud es  s u r ro un d ing  t h i s  

b eh av io ur.  
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M ov in g  f o r w a rd ,  t he  ch ap t e r  ex p lo r es  t h e  su b j ec t s  o f  cy be r b u l l y i ng  and  

cy b e rs t a l k i ng ,  tw o  f o rm s  o f  on l in e  h a ra s sm en t  and  v i c t imi za t io n .  

A l t ho ug h  th es e  t op i c s  a r e  no t  d i rec t ly  a l i g n ed  wi t h  ou r  r e s ea r ch  p r o j ec t  

o n  TF SV,  th ey  p r ov i d e  v a lu ab l e  i n s ig h t s  i n t o  b ro ade r  i s sue s  o f  

v i c t i mi za t i on  an d  th e  s o c i o - dy n ami c  fac t o r s  i n f l u en c i ng  o n l in e  abu s e .  

T h e  v a r io us  fo rm s  o f  cy b er bu l ly in g  and  cy b e rs t a l k i ng  a r e  i n v es t ig a t ed ,  

a l on g  wi t h  th e i r  imp ac t  on  s u r v i vo rs  an d  so c i e t a l  a t t i t u des  t ow ar d  t h es e  

f o rm s  o f  v io l en ce .  

F i n a l ly,  a  d i s cu ss ion  o f  f emi n i s t  c r im in o l og y  and  v i c t im ol og y  i s  

i n c lu d ed ,  emp has i z i ng  t he i r  r e l ev an ce  t o  t h e  d i s co ur s e  on  

cy b e rc r imi no l ogy.  A n  i nv es t ig a t io n  i s  c a r r i ed  ou t  o n  ho w so c ie t a l  

a t t i t ud es  an d  v i c t im - b l ami ng  co n t r i bu t e  t o  t h e  p e r p e t ua t io n  o f  TFS V,  as  

w e l l  a s  t h e  im p ac t  o f  r ap e  cu l t u r e  on  v i c t i m  ex p e r i en ces .  

To  s umm ar i ze ,  t h i s  ch ap te r  co nd u c t s  a  com pr eh en s iv e  exp lo r a t io n  i n t o  

cy b e rc r imi no l og y  by  an a ly s in g  d i ve r s e  f a ce t s  o f  t h e  f i e l d .  G r ou nd i ng  

t h e  ana ly s i s  i n  k ey  c r im in o lo g i ca l  t heo r e t i c a l  f r am ew o rks  a im s  to  

i l l u min a t e  t h e  comp l ex  d yn am i cs  o f  cy b e r c r im es  an d  t h e i r  

co ns equ en ces  f o r  i n d i v i du a l s  and  s oc i e ty.  

 

 

 



23 
 

Exploring the  Evolving Landscape of  Cybercriminology:  

From Tradit ional  Typologies  to Digi ta l  Criminology and 

Survivors’  Experiences  

T h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s t ud y  o f  cyb e r c r im e  i n  t h e  d i g i t a l  w eb  ag e  i s  w e l l  

r ep r es en t ed  b y  th e  ea r ly  an d  wi d e ly  i n f l uen t i a l  t y po l og y  o f  Dav i d  Wal l  

( 2 00 1 ) ,  w h i ch  ou t l i n e s  f ou r  t y p es  o f  cy b e r c r im e:  1 )  cyb er t r es p ass ,  

w h ich  in c l ud es  un au th o r i zed  acce ss  t o  a  co mp ut e r  s ys t em,  ne tw o rk  o r  

d a t a  s o ur ce ,  su ch  as  o n -s i t e  h ack i ng  o f  a  s ys t em,  o n l i ne  a t t a cks ,  and / o r  

m al w a r e ;  ( 2 )  cyb e rd ecep t i on  an d  cyb er - th e f t ,  i n c l ud in g  e l ec t r on i c  

p i racy ,  t h e f t  o f  f i nan c ia l  d a t a  and  t he f t  o f  i n t e l l e c t ua l  p ro p e r ty —  

o f f ences  wh i ch  o ccu r  i n  t h e  f o r m o f  em ai l  s cams ,  i d en t i t y  t h e f t ,  an d  

m al w ar e ;  ( 3 )  cyb e rp o rn  an d  cyb e ro bs cen i ty ,  r e l a t i n g  to  t h e  i n t e rn e t  

t r ad e  o f  s exu a l l y  ex p l i c i t  con t en t ,  su ch  as  h um an  t r a f f i ck i ng  an d  ch i l d  

o n l in e  g ro omi ng ;  an d  ( 4 )  cyb e rv io l en ce ,  wh i ch  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  d i f f e r en t  

w ay s  i n  w h i ch  i nd iv id u a l s  c an  caus e  em ot i on a l  d i s t r e s s  an d  d am age  t o  

o th e r s ,  su ch  a s  cy be r - s t a l k i ng ,  cyb e r -b u l ly i ng ,  and  cy b er - h a r as sm en t  

e t c .  ( Wal l ,  20 01 ) .  

D es p i t e  t h i s  b ro ad  f i e l d  f o r  r es ea rch ,  i n  p r ac t i ce  m os t  cy be r c r imi no lo gy  

ex p e r t s  h a s  fo cus ed  o n  f i n an c i a l  c r im es  an d  p a r t i cu l a r ly  on  i d en t i t y  

f r au d  an d  s ecu r i t y  t h rea t s  ( S t ra t t on ,  Po w el l  and  C am ero n ,  20 18 ) .  In  

co n t r as t ,  t e ch no l ogy - f ac i l i t a t ed  i n t e rpe r s on a l  v io l en ce  has  r e ce iv ed  

m u ch  l es s  a t t en t io n  (S t ra t to n ,  P ow e l l  an d  C am ero n ,  2 01 8) .  Ho w ev e r ,  

b eyo nd  t h e  i s s u e  o f  l o ps id ed  a t t en t i on  i n  r eg a r d  t o  c e r t a in  cyb e r c r im es ,  

a  com bin a t io n  o f  i n t e r r e l a t ed  t h eo r e t i ca l  ap pr o ach es  h a s  beco me  
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p r ev a l en t  wi t h i n  cyb e r c r im in o l og y .  P ar t i cu l a r l y ,  i t  h as  b eco m e ev id en t  

t h a t  t h e  m aj o r i t y  o f  a l l  cyb e r c r im in o log y  th eo r i es  d ev e lo ped  t o  t h i s  d ay  

h av e  f ocus ed  p r im ar i l y  on  o n l i n e / o f f l i n e  d i s t i n c t io ns  ( S t ra t t on  e t .  a l ,  

2 0 18 ) .  

C r i min o l og i s t s  have  d ev e l op ed  d i f f e r en t  t h eo r i e s  t o  u nd er s t and  wh y  

ce r t a i n  peop l e  eng ag e  i n  d ev i an t  o n l i ne  b eh av io u r ,  wh i l e  o th e r s  d o  no t .  

T h e r e  a r e  v a r io us  ex ampl e s  o f  su ch  t heo r i e s ,  i nc lu d i ng  so c i a l  l ea r n i ng  

t h eo ry ,  l o w  s e l f - con t ro l  t h eo ry ,  g en e ra l  s t r a i n  t h eor y ,  and  ro u t i n e  

ac t i v i t y  t h eor y  ( s ee ,  fo r  ex am pl e ,  B ur ru ss  e t .  a l  2 01 2 ;  H in d u j a ,  an d  

K o o i ,  20 13 ) .  R ou t in e  ac t i v i t y  t h eor y ,  f o r  i n s t ance ,  w h i ch  H ol t  an d  

B os s l e r  (2 00 8 )  cons id e r  a s  on e  o f  t h e  m os t  p r ev a l en t  ap pr o aches  in  

cy b e rc r im e  r es ea r ch ,  a s ce r t a in s  t h a t  c r i m e  can  b e  exp l a ined  b y  th r ee  

f ac to r s :  mot iv a t io n ,  op po r t un i ty ,  and  th e  ab s en ce  o f  a  c apab l e  

g u a rd i an .  A cco rd i ng  t o  r ou t in e  ac t iv i ty  t h eo r y ,  cyb e r c r ime  m ay  a l s o  b e  

ex p l a i n ed  b y  cyb e r - a t t a ck  m ot i v es ,  t a rg e t  h a r d en in g  an d  d ang e r ou s  

o n l in e  h ab i t s  o f  s u rv iv o rs  ( H o l t  an d  Bo ss l e r ,  20 08 ) .  Whi l e  t h es e  

t h eo r e t i c a l  f r am ewo r ks  w e r e  in i t i a l l y  m ean t  t o  d es c r i b e  c r im es  

p e r p e t r a t ed  i n  t h e  rea l  w o r ld ,  t h ey  can  a l s o  b e  ap p l i ed  to  cy b e rc r im e .  

H o w ev e r ,  t h eo r i e s  l i k e  t ho s e  men t io ned  ab ov e  h av e  been  ch a l l en g ed  b y  

o th e r  c r i mi no l og i s t s  ap p l y in g  a  s o c io lo g i ca l  c r imi no lo gy  p e r sp ec t i v e  

( s ee ,  fo r  ex am pl e ,  S t r a t to n  e t  a l . ,  2 018 )  b ecau s e  th ey  f a i l  t o  

i n co rp o r a t e  t h e  concep tu a l  a s pec t s  o f  cy b e rs pace  p e r t a i n in g  to  t he  

c r ea t i on  o f  p e rcep t i on s  th a t  p r omo te  on l i ne  ab us e .  A cco r d i ng  t o  

S t r a t to n  e t  a l .  (2 018 ) ,  p r ev i ou s  cyb e r c r im in o lo g i s t s  d id  no t  app ea r  t o  

f u l ly  co mp r eh end  th a t  cyb e r c r imi n a l i t y  i s  no t  an  i so l a t ed  and  s ep ar a t e  
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ca t eg o ry  o f  c r im e  bu t  r a t h e r  an  ex t ens io n  o f  t h e  p ro b l em s  t h a t  a l r e ady  

ex i s t  i n  o f f l i n e  s o c i e t y .  In  s i mp le r  t e rm s ,  ea r l i e r  s tu d i es  i n  cyb e r c r im e ,  

a s  ex em pl i f i ed  by  B r ew er  (2 01 7) ,  Ch aw k i  (2 01 5 ) ,  B r i t z  (2 0 13 ) ,  an d  

B r an t in gh am (2 01 1) ,  t en d ed  t o  v i ew t ech no lo g y  e i t h e r  as  a  t a r g e t  o f  

c r im e  o r  a s  a  t o o l  u s ed  in  c r im e ,  w i t hou t  r e co gn i z in g  i t s  ro l e  as  a  

f u nd am ent a l  co mp on en t  o f  t h e  v i c t im iza t i on  p r o ce ss  t ha t  c an  i n t en s i fy  

o f f l i n e  v i o l ence  ( as  exp l a in ed  by  S t r a t t on  e t  a l . ,  20 18 ) .   

A  s ig n i f i c an t  ex cep t io n  becom es  ev id en t  i n  t h e  ev o lv in g  re s ea r ch  o f  

cu l tu r a l  c r im in o lo g i s t s  wh o  h av e  t r i ed  to  i nv es t ig a t e  ho w th e  in t e r n e t  

m ig h t  a l t e r  t h e  h i s to r i c a l ly  co n ce iv ed  m ean in g  and  s o c i a l l y  eng aged  

p a t t e rn s  o f  c r im e  an d  d ev i an ce  (S t r a t to n ,  P ow e l l  and  C am ero n ,  20 17 ) .  

Fo r  ex ampl e ,  t r ad i t i on a l  n o t io ns  o f  t he f t  mi gh t  i nv o lv e  ph ys i ca l l y  

s t ea l i ng  an  i t em  f ro m a  s t o r e .  H o weve r ,  cu l tu r a l  c r imi no l og i s t s  may  b e  

i n t e r es t ed  in  h ow  ac t i v i t i e s  l i k e  on l ine  id en t i t y  t h e f t  o r  h ack i ng  

r ep r es en t  n ew fo r ms  o f  c r im e  an d  d ev ian ce  in  t h e  d ig i t a l  ag e .  C r i t i c a l  

c r im in o lo g i s t s ,  a s  ex empl i f i ed  b y  S a l t e r  ( 20 13 ) ,  s h i f t  t h e i r  f o cu s  aw ay  

f r om  s p ec i f i c  c r i m es  an d  c r i me  p r ev en t i on  t o  em ph as i ze  so c i a l  h a rms .  

H o w ev e r ,  e a r l i e r  wo r ks  b y  P o we l l  &  H en ry  (2 01 7 )  an d  S t r a t to n  e t  a l .  

( 2 01 7 )  as s e r t  t h e  need  fo r  cyb e r c r im in o l og y  to  t r an scend  t r ad i t i on a l  

d i ch o to mi es  s u ch  as  “o n l i n e / o f f l i n e , ”  “ cy b er / rea l , ”  o r  

“ v i r tu a l / t e r re s t r i a l . ”  In s t ead ,  c r i t i c a l  c r im in o lo g i s t s  a rg ue  f o r  a  b ro ad er  

ex amin a t io n  o f  c r im e  ex pe r i en ces ,  i s su e s  o f  j u s t i c e  and  in ju s t i c e  t h a t  

em erg e  f r om  th e  i n t eg r a t io n  o f  d i g i t a l  t e ch no l og y  in t o  ou r  d a i l y  l i v e s .  

T h i s  p e r sp ec t iv e  g av e  r i s e  t o  t h e  con cep t  o f  “ d ig i t a l  c r imin o l og y , ”  a  

t e rm  co i n ed  b y  S t a t t on  e t  a l .  ( 20 18 ) ,  wh i ch  r ep r es en t s  a  c r i t i ca l  and  
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cu l tu r a l  ap p ro ach  to  un de r s t an d i ng  c r im e  an d  j us t i c e  i n  ou r  d ig i t a l  

s o c i e t y .  

D i g i t a l  c r imi no lo gy  go es  b eyo nd  t he  co n f in e s  o f  con ven t io na l  

cy b e rc r im e .  I t  p l a ce s  a  s t ro ng  emp h as i s  on  t he  co nv e r gence  b e t w een  

t e chn o lo gy  an d  so c i a l  h a rm s  and  ex t end s  i t s  fo cus  to  en com p as s  

b r o ad e r  con ce rn s  o f  i n j us t i c e  and  in equ a l i t y  i n  t h e  d ig i t a l  e r a ,  a s  n o t ed  

b y  S a l t e r  ( 20 13 ) .  

T o  c l a r i fy  t h e  co nnec t i on  b e tw een  P ow e l l  e t  a l . ' s  a r gum en t  and  th e  

s tu dy  o f  T ech no lo gy - Fac i l i t a t ed  Sexu a l  Vio len ce  ( T FS V) ,  i t  i s  e s sen t i a l  

t o  d e lv e  d eep er  i n to  t h e i r  i d eas .  P o w el l  e t  a l .  a rg u e  t h a t  t h e  f i e l d  o f  

c r im in o lo gy  s ho u l d  mo v e  b ey on d  t h es e  d i cho t om ie s  and  co ns id e r  t h e  

b r o ad e r  imp l i ca t i ons  o f  t e ch no lo gy  in t eg r a t io n  i n t o  ou r  da i l y  l i ve s .  In  

t h e  con t ex t  o f  T FSV ,  t h i s  m ean s  exp lo r in g  ho w t echn o l og y  in t e r ac t s  

w i t h  and  ex ace rb a t e s  i s su e s  r e l a t ed  to  s ex u a l  v i o l en ce ,  co ns en t ,  

p r iv acy ,  and  accoun t ab i l i t y  i n  o u r  i n c r ea s i ng ly  d i g i t a l  wo r ld .  B y  

ad op t in g  a  “d ig i t a l  c r im in o lo gy ”  p e rs pec t i v e ,  r e s ea r ch e rs  c an  b e t t e r  

u n de r s t an d  and  ad dr e s s  t h e  comp l ex i t i e s  o f  T FS V ,  go i ng  b eyo nd  

t r ad i t i on a l  f r am ewo r ks  t o  un co v e r  n ew  ins ig h t s  an d  so lu t i o ns .  

S o  f a r ,  f ew  c r im e  sch o l a r s  h av e  fo cused  o n  on go in g  so c i a l  i n equ a l i t i e s  

t h a t  h av e  a r i s en  i n  t h e  d ig i t a l  e r a  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  c r im e  ( s ee  H a l f o rd  and  

S avag e ,  2 01 0 )  and  f ew  s tu d i es  h av e  add r e s s ed  t h e  i mp ac t s  o n  an d  

s o c i a l  r e sp on s es  t o  su r v i vo rs  o f  cyb e rc r im es  an d  o t h er  h a r m fu l  d ig i t a l  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  l i k e  cybe r b u l l y i ng ,  cy b e rs t a l k in g  and  o n l i n e  ha r a s s m en t ,  i n  

r e l a t i on  t o  g en d er ,  r a ce  an d / o r  s exu a l  o r i en t a t io n  ( ex cep t i on s  in c l ud e  
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H ald e r  and  J a i s hank a r ,  20 12 ;  P ow e l l  an d  H enr y ,  2 01 6 ;  Man n  e t  a l . ,  

2 0 03 ;  Su t t on ,2 00 2) .  Fur th e r  r e sea r ch  i s ,  ho w eve r ,  r eq u i r ed  t o  enh ance  

o u r  un d e rs t and i ng  o f  t he  ex p e r i en ces  o f  T FSV  s u rv i vo r s ,  i n  p a r t i cu l a r  

t h e  on es  wh os e  im ag es  h av e  b een  p os t ed  o n  so c i a l  m ed i a  w i t ho u t  t h e i r  

co ns en t .  Th e  f o l l ow i ng  su b ch ap t e r s  i n c lu d e  r es ea r ch  o n  o n l in e  

ac t i v i t i e s  and  p e r son a l  exp e r i en ce s ,  l i k e  s ex t i ng ,  cyb e rb u l ly i ng  an d  

cy b e rs t a l k i ng ,  w h i ch  can  p r ov i d e  in s igh t  i n t o  t h e  id io sy ncr a s i e s  o f  t h i s  

n ew  f r on t i e r  i n  d i g i t a l  c r i min o l o g y .  

 

Sexting   

T hi s  s ec t i on  d e l v es  i n to  t h e  p h en om eno n  o f  s ex t in g  and  i t s  co mpl ex  

i mpl i ca t i ons  wi t h i n  th e  f r am ew or k  o f  d ig i t a l  c r imi no l og y .  I t  b eg in s  by  

h ig h l i gh t in g  th a t  s ex t i ng ,  a  r e l a t i v e ly  m od e rn  ph en om enon ,  i n t e r s ec t s  

s ig n i f i c an t ly  wi t h  t h e  p r i n c i p l es  o f  d ig i t a l  c r i mi no lo gy .  D i g i t a l  

c r im in o lo gy ,  w h i ch  emp h as i zes  t h e  con v e rg ence  o f  t e ch no lo gy  an d  

s o c i a l  h a rm s ,  p l aces  em ph as i s  o n  un d er s t and in g  s ex t in g  on  t h e  b as i s  o f  

i t s  p o t en t i a l  im pac t  o n  co ns en t ,  p r iv acy ,  co e rc io n ,  an d  h ar m  in  t h e  

d ig i t a l  r e a l m.  T h e  s ec t io n  ackn ow le dges  t he  i n t r i c ac i es  o f  s t ud y in g  

s ex t i ng ,  un d e rs co r in g  th e  n eces s i t y  f o r  a  c r i t i c a l  ex am in a t io n  o f  i t s  

e f f ec t s  on  i nd iv i dua l s  an d  so c i e ty ,  i n  a cco rd an ce  wi t h  the  cen t r a l  

co n cer ns  o f  t he  d ig i t a l  c r i min o l og y  f ram ewo r k .  T h e  ex p lo r a t io n  

n av i g a t es  t h r ou gh  th e  g r ow in g  p rev a l en ce  o f  s ex t in g ,  gend e r  d yn am i cs ,  

m ot i v a t i on s ,  co ns eq u en ces ,  an d  s o c i e t a l  a t t i t u d es ,  a l l  wh i l e  co ns id e r i ng  

t h e  l imi t a t i on s  an d  b i as es  i nh e r en t  i n  r e s ea r ch in g  t h i s  s ens i t i v e  t op i c .  

U l t im at e l y ,  t h i s  s ec t i on  a im s  to  s hed  l i g h t  on  t h e  m ul t i f ace t ed  n a tu r e  o f  
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s ex t i ng  an d  i t s  b r oad e r  im pl i ca t io ns  w i t h i n  t h e  con t ex t  o f  d ig i t a l  

c r im in o lo gy .  

T h e  r i s e  o f  con t emp o r a ry  b eh av i ou rs  an d  t r end s ,  l i k e  s ex t in g ,  h as  

g a in ed  i n c rea s ed  a t t en t i on  i n  s cho l a r ly  w o rks ,  a s  ex emp l i f i ed  by  

C h a l f en  ( 20 09 )  an d  th e  r e s ea r ch  con duc t ed  by  Wa lk e r ,  S an c i ,  an d  

T emp le -S mi t h  ( 20 11 ) . T h e  no t io n  o f  “ sex t in g ”  b ecam e p ar t i cu l a r l y  

p o pu l a r  i n  t he  2 1s t  c en tu ry ,  eman a t i ng  f r om th e  w o rd s  “sex ”  an d  

“ t ex t i ng ” —th a t  i s ,  s end in g  a  t ex t  m essag e  t o  som eon e  ( L en h a r t ,  20 09 ;  

P h ip p en ,  20 10 ) .   No w ad ays ,  t h e  t e rm i s  u s ed  t o  de s c r ib e  a  b ro ad  r an g e  

o f  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  w h ich  s exu a l ly  ex p l i c i t  m a t e r i a l s — su ch  as  n ud e  o r  

s emi -n ud e  p i c tu r es — ar e  f i r s t  i n d i v i dua l l y  p ro du ced  an d  th en  f u r th e r  

d i s t r i b u t ed  v i a  m ob i l e  p ho n es  o r  s oc i a l  m ed i a  p l a t fo r ms  (H as i no f f  

2 0 13 ;  Wol ak ,  F i nk e l ho r  an d  M i t ch e l l ,  2 0 11 ) .  

A s  a  ph en om eno n ,  s ex t i ng  h a s  b een  g e t t i n g  in c r eas i ng ly  po p u l a r  i n  t h e  

m od e rn  wo r l d .  T h er e  a r e  s ev e r a l  s ex t in g  s can d a l s  i n  wh ich  ce l eb r i t i e s ,  

s u ch  as  Mi l ey  Cy r us  an d  R ih ann a  ( Wein t ru b ,  2 01 1) ,  o r  po l i t i c i ans ,  su ch  

a s  An t ho ny  Wein e r ,  hav e  b een  in vo lv ed  (B ru nk e r ,  20 09 ) .  R esea r ch  a l so  

i nd ica t es  t h a t  n o w ad ays  s ex t i ng  i s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  comm on  p rac t i c e ,  

e s p ec i a l l y  amo ng  ch i l d r en  and  y ou ng  ad u l t s  ( Mi t che l l  e t  a l . ,  2 01 4 ) .  In  

p a r t i cu l a r ,  e a r l y  s u r v eys  h ave  fo un d  th a t  20 %  to  3 3 % of  ad o l es cen t s  

ad op t  s ex t in g  beh av io u rs  ( Eu r i sp e s  and  Te l e f on o  A zzu r r o ,  20 12 ;  

N a t i on a l  C am p aig n ,  20 08 ) .  Ho w ev e r ,  t h e  p r eva l en ce  o f  s ex t i ng  s eems  

t o  h av e  in c r eas ed  rap id l y  l a t e l y .  A ccor d in g  t o  a  m or e  recen t  s tu dy ,  78 %  

o f  ad o l es cen t s  r e ce i v e  sex t s ,  w h i l e  7 3%  o f  t h em  s en d  s exu a l ly  ex p l i c i t  

m a t e r i a l  and  9 % pub l i c l y  po s t  s ex t s  (M o r e l l i  e t  a l . ,  20 16) .   
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A l t ho ug h  th e  e s ca l a t i ng  p op u l a r i t y  o f  s ex t i ng  as  a  new  fo r m  o f  s ex u a l  

b eh av io ur  h a s  b een  d e t e rmi n ed  acco rd i ng  t o  p r io r  r e s ea r ch  ( S t a sk o  &  

G e l l e r ,  2 01 5 ) ,  academi cs  a r e  s t i l l  a t t em pt i ng  t o  t o  c l a r i fy  t h e  

ch a r ac t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  i nd i v i du a l s  w ho  “ s ex t . ”  Sp ec i f i c a l ly ,  t h e  g end e r  

o f  t he  s end e r  s t i l l  r em ai ns  a  su b j ec t  o f  d eb a te  am on g  r es ea r ch e rs .  

H en ce ,  s om e  s t ud ies  i nd ica t e  t h a t  m ale s  en g ag e  in  s ex t i ng  m o re  o f t en  

t h an  f em al es  ( s ee ,  f o r  ex am pl e ,  Di r  e t  a l . ,  20 13 ;  Go r do n -M ess e r  e t  a l . ,  

2 0 12 ) ,  wh i l e  o th e r  s tu d i es  ( s e e  En g l and e r ,  20 12 ;  Wy so ck i  and  C h i l d e r s ,  

2 0 11 )  su gg es t  t h a t  w o men  s en d  s ex ua l l y  exp l i c i t  m a t e r i a l  mo r e  o f t en  

t h an  m en .  H ow ev er ,  t h e r e  a re  a l so  s eve r a l  s t ud i e s  t h a t  d o  n o t  d e t ec t  

an y  imb a l an ce  con ce r n i ng  t h e  ro l e  o f  gen d e r  i n  s ex t in g  ( see  B eno t s ch  

e t  a l . ,  2 0 13 ;  Di r ,  Cy d e rs  an d  C os ku np in a r ,  20 13 ;  D ro u in  &  L and g ra f f ,  

2 0 12 ;  Wei s sk i r ch ,  D r o u in ,  &  D el ev i ,  2 0 16 ) .   

A p a r t  f r om  th e  g end e r  d i f f e r en ces  i d en t i f i ed  r eg a rd in g  the  f r eq u en cy  o f  

s ex t i ng ,  v a r i a t i on s  a r e  a l so  o bs e rv ed  in  t h e  r eas on s  wh y  in d i v i du a l s  

s ex t .  In  g en e ra l ,  t he  n eed  f o r  exp r es s io n  o f  s ex u a l  d es i r es  i s  cons id e r ed  

a s  t he  ba s i c  mo t iv a t io n  fo r  s ex t i ng  ( Ba r r ens e - Di as ,  e t  a l . ,  20 17 ) .  

M o r eo v er ,  r e s ea r ch  o n  ad o l e scen ce  l i nk s  s ex t in g  wi th  d eve l opm ent a l  

t a sk s  co n ce rn i ng  t he  r ede f in i t i o n  o f  i den t i t y  and  th e  ach iev emen t  o f  

s o c i a l  a im s  su ch  as  d r aw in g  a t t en t io n ,  a ch i ev in g  po pu la r i t y ,  im i t a t i ng  

f r i en ds  ( Fes t in ge r ,  1 9 5 4 ;  L enh a r t ,  20 09 ;  S u l ,  M ar t in  an d  Wh ee l e r ,  

2 0 02 ) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  wi th  o t h e r  fo rm s  o f  s e l f - ex pr e s s io n ,  l i ke  b od y - im ag e  

r ed e f i n i t i o n  (B i an ch i  e t  a l . ,  2 01 7 ;  Ch a l f en ,  2 00 9 ;  H en d e rs on  an d  

M o rg an ,  2 01 1 ;  S i i bak ,  20 09 ) .  Ho w eve r ,  r e s ea r ch  h as  i nd i ca t ed  s om e  

d i f f e r en ces  on  h ow g en d e r  a f fec t s  t h e  w ay  th a t  peop l e  v i ew  and  
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ex p e r i en ce  s ex t in g .  Fo r  i n s t an ce ,  som e s t ud ie s  ( e .g . ,  D r ou i n ,  C ou pe  an d  

T emp le ,  20 17 ;  H a r r i s ,  A . ,  e t  a l . ,  20 13 )  h i gh l ig h t  t h e  d i f f e r en ces  o n  th e  

i d en t i f i ed  m ot i v a t io ns  fo r  s ex t in g  b e tw een  th e  t wo  g end er s .  A cco r d in g  

t o  t h es e  s t u d i es ,  g i r l s  a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  eng age  i n  s ex t ing  i n  t h e  

co n t ex t  o f  a  r om an t i c  r e l a t i on sh i p ,  wh i l e  b oy s  g e t  i n vo l v ed  wi t h  

s ex t i ng  m ai n l y  fo r  r e a s ons  o f  s o c i a l  s t a t us  an d  co mp et i t i ven ess  an d  

t h ey  r epo r t  s ex t i ng  mo r e  f r eq u en t ly  wi th  a  c as u a l  p a r tn e r  r a t h e r  t h an  a  

co mmi t t ed  p a r t n e r .   

A n o t he r  co n t ro v er s i a l  a s p ec t  o f  s ex t ing  co n cer ns  i t s  e f f ec t s  on  

i nd iv i du a l s  and  t h e i r  i n t e r p e rso n a l  r e l a t i on sh ip s .  T o  pu t  i t  i n  o th e r  

w o r ds ,  i t  r em ai ns  un c l ea r  w h e t h er  s ex t i ng  co u ld  b e  co ns i de r ed  a  r i s k y  

p r ac t i ce  fo r  t h os e  w h o  eng age  i n  i t .  O n  t he  o n e  h an d ,  t h e r e  a r e  s ev e r a l  

s tu d i es  ( e . g . ,  Ho u ck  e t  a l . ,  20 14 ;  L i v in gs to n e  and  G ö rz ig ,  20 14 )  w h i ch  

s ug g es t  t h a t  s ex t ing  co u l d  b e  as so c i a t ed  wi t h  ps y ch o lo g ica l  and  

em ot i on a l  d i f f i cu l t i e s .  D ep re s s io n  i s  t h e  m os t  o f t - c i t ed  neg a t iv e  

p sy cho lo g i ca l  s t a t e  w h i ch  i s  fo un d  to  b e  r e l a t ed  t o  s ex t ing  beh av io ur  i n  

t h es e  s t ud i e s .  M o reo v e r ,  t he r e  a r e  s t ud i e s  wh i ch  h av e  fo un d  a  s t r on g  

a s so c i a t io n  b e t w een  s ex t i ng  an d  o t he r  r i s ky  b eh av i ou rs ,  s u ch  as  

s ub s t ance  ab us e ,  un s a f e  s exu a l  beh av io u r ,  o r  ev en  l ow  p sy cho lo g i ca l  

w e l l -b e in g  wh i ch  co u l d  b e  even  l i nk ed  w i th  s u i c i d e  a t t emp t s  ( e .g . ,  

B eno t s ch  e t  a l . ,  201 3 ;  C oo pe r  e t  a l . ,  20 1 6 ;  Cr immi ns  an d  S i eg f r i ed -

S p e l l a r ,  2 01 4 ;  F rank e l  e t  a l . ,  2 01 8) .  In  add i t i on ,  c e r t a i n  re s ea r ch e rs  

h av e  a l so  fo un d  l i nk s  b e t w een  s ex t i ng  and  s ig ns  o f  po o r  r e l a t i on sh ip s  

b e tw een  t h e  p a r tn e r s  w ho  en g ag e  in  t h i s  p rac t i c e  ( s ee ,  fo r  ex am pl e ,  

M cD an i e l  and  Dr ou i n ,  2 01 5 ) .  



31 
 

Y et ,  t h e r e  a r e  ag a in  m ix ed  r es u l t s  r ega r d i ng  t h e  ou t com es  an d / o r  t h e  

p r ed i c t o r s  o f  s ex t ing .  In  p a r t i cu l a r ,  a  l a r g e - s ca l e  s t ud y  am on g  yo un g  

ad u l t s  con du c t ed  by  Go r do n - M es se r  an d  h e r  co l l e ag u es  (2 0 12 )  f ou nd  n o  

r e l a t i on s  b e t w een  sex t in g  and  r i s ky  s ex u a l  b ehav i ou r s  o r  n eg a t i v e  

p sy cho lo g i ca l  s t a t es .  O n  t h e  o t h er  h and ,  so m e su rv eys  s ug g es t  t h a t  

t h e r e  i s  i nd eed  a  r e l a t i o n  b e t w een  d epr e s s iv e  s ymp to ms  an d  s ex t in g ,  

b u t  o n l y  am on g  you n g  g i r l s  (Y b a r r a  an d  Mi tch e l l ,  20 14 ) .  Fu r t h e r mo r e ,  

s om e  s t ud ie s  su gg es t  t h a t  s ex t i ng  s ho u l d  no t  be  co ns id e r ed  as  a  d ev i an t  

b eh av io ur  an ym or e ,  g iv en  t h a t  i t  m ay  h av e  po s i t i v e  r e l a t i o ns h i p  

co ns equ en ces  ( D rou in ,  Co up e  and  T em pl e ,  2 01 7 ;  P a rk e r  e t  a l . ,  2 01 3 ;  

Wi ede r ho ld ,  20 15 ) .   

H o w ev e r ,  a l l  t h e  abo v e  s t ud i e s  h av e  s im i l a r  l imi t a t io ns  s in ce  s ex t i ng  i s  

a  s en s i t i v e  to p i c  and  s om e  ans w ers  mig h t  b e  b i a s ed .  Stu d ie s  o n  s ex t in g  

can  p r od uce  b i as ed  ans w ers  d u e  t o  v a r i ou s  f ac t o r s ,  i n c lu d i ng  s am pl i ng  

b i as ,  wh e r e  no n - rep r e s en t a t iv e  s am ple s  a re  em plo y ed  (Kl e t tk e  e t  a l . ,  

2 0 14 ) ;  s oc i a l  d es i rab i l i t y  b i a s ,  a s  i n d iv id u a l s  m ay  un de r rep o r t  s ex t in g  

b eh av io ur s  du e  t o  s t i gm a  (D r ou i n  e t  a l . ,  2 01 3) ;  s e l ec t i on  b i as ,  wh en  

r e s ea r ch  r ec ru i t s  pa r t i c i p an t s  f r om env i ro nm en t s  w h er e  sex t in g  i s  mo r e  

accep t ed  ( V an  O uy t s e l  e t  a l . ,  2 01 7 ) ;  cu l t u r a l  b i as ,  r e f l e c t i ng  

d i f f e r en ces  i n  s ex t in g  n or ms  ac r oss  s oc i e t i e s  ( Du l l y  e t  a l . ,  20 23 ) ;  

r e s ea r ch e r  b i as  p o ten t i a l l y  i n f l u en c i ng  s tu dy  d e s ig n  and  i n t e rp r e t a t io n  

( A lb u ry  e t  a l . ,  20 19 ) ;  an d  r e sp on se  b i a s  f r om  p a r t i c ip an t s  p r ov id i ng  

s o c i a l ly  d es i r ab l e  an s w er s  (M ad i g an  e t  a l . ,  20 18 ) .  R esea r ch e r s  sh ou l d  

ad d r es s  t h es e  b i a ses  t h ro ug h  ca r e f u l  me t ho do l og y  and  t r an sp a r en t  
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r ep o r t i ng  to  p r ov i de  a  m or e  accu r a t e  un d e rs t and in g  o f  s ex t in g  

b eh av io ur s .  

M o r eo v er ,  t h e  a t t i t u d es  an d  pu b l i c  d i sco u rs es  o n  s ex t in g  co ns t i t u t e  

an o t h er  p a r am et e r  w h ich  r e sea r che r s ,  ed u ca to r s ,  p a r en t s  an d  m en t a l  

h ea l th  s p ec i a l i s t s  sh o u ld  n o t  o v er lo ok  w h en  th ey  t r y  t o  ex amin e  t h i s  

n ew  ty p e  o f  s exu a l  b eh av io ur .  I t  h a s  been  o bs e rv ed  t h a t  m any  s ex t  

ed u ca t i on  camp a ign s  t en d  t o  f o cu s  exc l us i v e l y  on  g i r l s ’  p r o t ec t i on  

f r om  t h e  dam ag i ng  co ns equ en ces  o f  s ex t i ng ,  su ch  as  s exua l  h a r as sm en t  

o r  cy b er bu l ly in g  (A n g e l i d es ,  20 13 ;  Do bs on ,  20 15 ;  R in g ro s e  e t  a l . ,  

2 0 13 ;  S a l t e r ,  C r o f t s  an d  L ee ,  2 01 3 ) .  In  t h i s  co n t ex t ,  t h e  m ed i a  a l so  

h ig h l i gh t  t h e  su pp os ed  vu ln e r ab i l i t y  o f  f em al e s  t h ro ug h  sev e r a l  

m et ho ds ,  l i k e  f i l ms  w hi ch  o v e r - r ep r e sen t  t h e  f em in i n i ty  d e f i c i t s  

( D o bso n  and  R i ng ro s e ,  2 01 6 ) .  T h e  a fo r em en t io n ed  p r ac t i c e s  co u ld  b e  

s a id  t o  v i c t im i z e  g i r l s  an d  p ro mot e  v i c t im -b l amin g  by  a rgu in g  th a t  

f em al es  a r e  t h e  w eak  g end e r  w ho  s hou ld  t h in k  b e t t e r  b e fo r e  t ak in g  a  

n u de  im ag e  and  p roceed i ng  t o  a  s ex u a l  comm un i ca t i on  ( Has in of f ,  

2 0 15 ) .  As  a  r esu l t ,  t h e  a t t en t io n  i s  f o cu s ed  m ai n l y  on  o n l i n e  s t r an ge r s  

w h o  a r e  con s id e r ed  to  b e  th e  p os s i b l e  p e r p e t r a to r s .  H o wev e r ,  t h e r e  i s  

ev id ence  t h a t  s ex t in g ,  o r  t h e  fu r t h e r  d i s t r i bu t io n  o f  s exu a l ly  exp l i c i t  

m a t e r i a l  m ay  no t  a lw ay s  be  a  con s ens ua l  p r ac t i c e  i n  t h e  co n t ex t  o f  a  

r o man t i c  r e l a t i on sh i p  and ,  t hu s ,  m ay  a l so  fu nc t io n  a s  ano t h er  fo rm  o f  

s exu a l  co e r c i on  ( s ee  Ch o i ,  V an  O uy t s e l  an d  T emp l e ,  2 01 6) .  
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Cyberbul lying  and Cyberstalking   

C u rr en t  con ce rn s  re l a t ed  to  t h e  u s e  o f  comm un i ca t i on  t e ch n o lo gy  h av e  

t o  do  wi t h  t h e  s a f e ty  o f  p e r s on a l  i n fo rm at io n  wh i ch  i s  o f t en  co l l e c t ed  

an d  d i s t r i b u t ed  wi th o u t  t h e  p e r s on ’s  co ns en t  ( E t e ro v i c -So r i c  e t  a l . ,  

2 0 17 ) .  Sh e l l e r  and  U r r y  ( 20 03 ,  p . 11 6)  h av e  d es c r i bed  th e  l a t t e r  

p r ob lem at i c  asp ec t  o f  com mu ni ca t i on  t e ch no lo g i es ,  m en t io n i ng  t ha t ,  i n  

t h e  i n t e rn e t  e r a ,  “ in d i v i du a l s  i n c r ea s in g l y  ex i s t  b ey on d  th e i r  p r iv a t e  

b o d i es . ”  Tak i ng  i n to  co ns id e r a t i on  t he  a f o rem en t io n ed  p ro b l em a t i c  

a r ea s  o f  comm uni ca t i on  t e chn o lo g y ,  i t  i s  e as i ly  u nd e rs too d  w hy  d ev i an t  

an d  c r i min a l  b eh av i ou r s  co u l d  a l so  r ead i ly  em erg e  i n  cyb e r sp ace .  

S u ch  r i s ky  o n l i n e  beh av i ou rs  h av e  been  de s c r ib ed  a s  “ cy be r b u l l y i ng ”  

an d  “cyb e rs t a lk in g .”  Th es e  on l in e  ac t iv i t i e s ,  w h i l e  n o t  d i r ec t l y  r e l a t ed  

t o  t h e  ph eno m en on  o f  T FSV ,  in t r od u ce  an  a r ea  o f  s tu dy  t ha t  can  

p r ov id e  mo r e  in s igh t  i n t o  t h i s  r e l a t i v e l y  l e s s  r es ea rch ed  f i e l d .  Th i s  i s  

p r im a r i l y  du e  to  t he  po ss ib l y  s im i l a r  m ot i v es  o f  p e rp e t r a t o r s  and  t h e  

co mmo n e f f ec t s  o n  s u rv iv or s .  T h es e  n ew  a sp ec t s  o f  c r im e  i n  t h e  21 s t  

c en tu ry  h av e  bo t h  o v e r l ap p i ng  mo t i ves  an d  a  s i mi l a r  t ime  f r am e  in  

w h ich  th ey  hav e  em erg ed .  T hu s ,  o n e  can  co n c lu d e  th a t  a l l  o f  t h es e  

p h en om ena  a r e  i nva r i ab ly  in t e r tw in ed .  M o r eo v er ,  cyb e rbu l l y in g  and  

cy b e rs t a l k i ng  can  t ak e  t he  fo rm  o f  T FS V.  On e  ex am pl e  o f  t h i s  cou l d  b e  

a  cyb e rb u l ly  o r  cybe r s t a lk e r  u t i l i z i ng  n o n- con s ens u a l  p ho t og r ap h s  t o  

b l ackm a i l  o r  o th e rw i s e  i n t im id a t e  h i s  o r  h e r  v i c t i m  ( Do dg e ,  20 16 ;  

K o r ko de l i ou ,  20 16 ) .   
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A s  f o r  cyb e rb u l l y i ng ,  r e s ea r ch  i nd i ca t e s  t ha t  i t  cou ld  b e  l i nk ed  t o  

s o c i a l  r e j e c t i on  and  neg a t i v e  e f f ec t s  o n  w el l -b e i ng  ( O ’ Kee f f e ,  C l a r k e -

P ea rs on  an d  C ou n c i l  on  Co mmu ni ca t io ns  an d  M edi a ,  20 11 ) .  A cco r d in g  

t o  C h i ld l in e  ( 20 14 ) ,  69 % o f  yo un g  p eop l e  i n  t h e  U K  h ave  ex p e r i en ced  

cy b e rb u l l y in g  and  a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  to  b e  b u l l i ed  o n  Facebo o k  t h an  o n  

o th e r  so c i a l  n e t wo rk in g  s i t e s .  D esp i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e re  i s  n o  un iv e rs a l  

d e f i n i t i o n  o f  cyb e rb u l ly i ng ,  mo s t  d e f in i t i on s  d es c r i be  t he  ph eno meno n  

b y  r e f e r r in g  to  s i mi l a r  ch a r ac t e r i s t i c s  s u ch  as  r ep e t i t i o n ,  t o rm en t ,  

d i s r eg a r d ,  an on ymi t y ,  p ub l i c i t y  and  t he  su r v iv o r ’ s  vu ln e rab i l i t y  

( K o kk i no s  e t  a l . ,  20 1 6) .  Fo r  i n s t an ce ,  H in du j a  an d  P a t ch i n  ( 20 09 )  

d e s c r ib ed  cyb e rb u l ly in g  a s  an  i nd iv i dua l  o r  g ro up  ac t i on  in t en d ed  to  

h a rm  a  d e fen ce l es s  s u rv iv or  t h r ou gh  t he  con s t an t  u s e  o f  d ig i t a l  m ed i a .  

B ow k e r  (2 01 2 )  l i n ks  cy b e rh a r as s m en t  t o  cyb e rb u l l y i ng .  Acco r d in g  to  

h im ,  cy b e rh a r as smen t  i nv o l v es  a  g en er a l  d i s tu r b i ng  b eh av io u r  aga in s t  

an  In t e r n e t  u s e r ,  wh i l e  cyb e r bu l ly i ng  i nv o l ve s  sp ec i f i c  t h r ea t s  

ad d r es s ed  to  t h e  v i c t i m .  H o w ev e r ,  cy be r b u l l y i ng  con s t i t u t e s  

cy b e rh a r as sm en t  wh en  bo th  th e  v i c t im  and  t h e  pe r p e t r a to r  a r e  yo un g  

p eop l e  (B ow k e r ,  2 01 2 ) .  T u rb e t  (2 00 9 )  h a s  a l so  d e s c r ib ed  cy b e rb u l l y in g  

a s  an  a l a rmi ng  t r end  wh ich  t een ag e rs  h av e  ado p t ed  t o  h a ra s s  e ach  

o th e r .   

C yb e rb u l l y i ng  can  a l so  t ak e  d i f f e r en t  f o rm s ,  j u s t  l i k e  t r ad i t i on a l  

b u l ly i ng .  Th e  m os t  co mmo n ty p es  i n c lu d e :  

•  ha r a s sm en t ,  wh i ch  i nv o l ve s  r epea t ed  comm un i ca t i on  o f fen s es  

ag a ins t  a  t a rg e t  ( Wi l l a rd ,  20 07 ) ,  
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•  cy b e rs t a l k i ng ,  w h i ch  i nv o l v es  t h e  rep ea t ed  us e  o f  d i g i t a l  

co mmu ni ca t io n  t e ch n o lo g i es  t o  d i s tu rb  o r  t h r ea t en  a  t a rge t  ( D ’  

O v id i o  and  D oy l e ,  2 0 03 ,  p . 10 ) ,  

•  den i g ra t io n ,  wh ich  i nv o l ve s  t h e  u se  o f  i n s u l t i ng  wo rd s  o r  

i mag es  ag a i ns t  a  t a r g e t  (L ang os ,  20 13 ;  Wi l l a r d ,  2 00 7 ) ,  

•  happ y  s l app i ng ,  w h ich  i s  t h e  re co rd i ng  o r  t h e  f i lm in g  o f  a  

p h ys i ca l  a s sau l t  aga i ns t  a  v i c t im  (C h an  e t  a l . ,  20 12 ;  Y a r ,  2 01 2) ,  

•  ex c lu s io n ,  wh i ch  b a s i ca l l y  do es  no t  a l l o w t h e  v i c t im  to  h av e  

acce ss  t o  on l in e  “a r ea s ”  ( Wi l l a rd ,  20 17 ) ,  

•  ou t in g  and  t r i ck e ry ,  w h i ch  i nv o l ve  t he  m an i pu l a t i on  o f  t h e  

v i c t i m  an d  th e  p ub l i c a t io n  o r  h i s / h e r  pe r s on a l  i n f o rm at i on  

( Wi l l a r d ,  2 01 7 ) ,  

•  i mp e rs on a t io n  when  t h e  pe r p e t r a to r  p r e t end s  to  b e  so meo n e  e l s e  

t o  man i pu la t e  t h e  su r v i vo r  ( Wi l l a rd ,  20 1 7) ,  

•  i nd i r ec t  t h rea t ,  wh i ch  i s  r e l a t ed  t o  cy b e rs t a lk i ng ,  bu t  a l s o  

i nv o l ve s  a  t h r ea t  o f  p hys i ca l  h a r m ( L an g os ,  2 01 3 ) .  

R esea r ch  o n  cyb e r bu l l y in g  i s  r e l a t i ve ly  l imi t ed .  So  f a r ,  a  f ew s t ud i e s  

h av e  f ocus s ed  o n  th e  cy b er bu l l i e s ’  cha r ac t e r i s t i c s .  In  p a r t i cu l a r ,  K a r l ,  

P e l u ch e t t e  an d  Sch l aege l  ( 20 10 )  i d en t i f i ed  Facebo ok  b u l l i e s  as  

i nd iv i du a l s  ch a rac t e r i z ed  b y  lo w l ev e l s  o f  ag r eeab l en es s ,  

co ns c i en t i ou sn ess ,  an d  op enn ess  t o  exp e r i en ce ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h ig h  l ev e l s  

o f  n a r c i s s i sm .  Ko kk in os  an d  h i s  co l l eag u es  (2 01 6)  h av e  a l so  ca r r i ed  

o u t  a  s tu dy  t r y in g  to  un de r s t an d  ho w  cy b e rb u l l y i ng  i s  c a r r i ed  o u t  
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t h ro ug h  Faceb oo k .  T h ey  ex amin ed  th e  b eh av io ur s  and  a t t i t ud es  o f  

y o un g  ad u l t s  on  Faceb oo k  and  co nc lud ed  th a t  m al e s  a r e  m o re  l i k e l y  to  

h av e  bu l l i ed  t h ro ugh  Faceb oo k  com pared  t o  f em al e s .  M oreo v e r ,  w i th  

r e f e r ence  t o  cyb e rbu l l i e s ’  ch a r ac t e r i s t i c s ,  a  s tu dy  amo ng  f i f t h - g r ad e  

s tu d en t s  f ou nd  th a t  w e l l - q ua l i f i ed  s tud en t s  a r e  l e s s  l i k e ly  t o  bu l ly  o r  b e  

b u l l i ed  com p a r ed  to  s tu d en t s  wi th  l e a r n in g  d i s ab i l i t i e s  an d  g en e r a l  

ed u ca t i on  (S i eg l e ,  2 0 10 ) .  In  r e f e r en ce  to  y ou ng  p eop le ,  r e s ea r ch  a l s o  

i nd ica t es  t h a t  s tu d en t s  en g ag e d  i n to  TFS V by  c i r cu l a t i ng  im ag es  

w i t ho u t  t h e  co ns en t  o f  t h e i r  p ee r s  ( s ee ,  fo r  ex am pl e ,  R i ngr o s e  e t  a l .  

2 0 12 b)   

R esea r ch  h a s  a l so  sh ed  l i g h t  o n  cyb e rs t a l k i ng ,  wh i ch  i s  a l s o  con s i de r ed  

a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m os t  co mmo n ty p es  o f  cy b e rb u l l y i ng .  In d eed ,  f i n d in gs  

i nd ica t e  t h a t  f ou r  m i l l i on  p eop l e  a r e  s t a lk ed  ev er y  y ear  i n  t h e  U n i t ed  

S t a t e s  and  o n e  i n  fo u r  v i c t ims  h av e  been  cy b er s t a l k ed  as  w e l l  ( B aum ,  

e t  a l . ,  20 09 ) .  R es ear ch e rs  h av e  a l so  a t t em pt ed  t o  g a th e r  da t a  r e l a t ed  to  

t h e  cha r ac t e r i s t i c s  o f  cy b er s t a l k e r s .  McFa r l an e  an d  B o c i j  ( 2 00 3 )  

co nd u c t ed  i n t e rv i ew s  w i th  v i c t im s  a ro u nd  th e  w o rd —i nc l ud in g  

co un t r i es  s uch  a s  Can ad a ,  N ew  Z ea l a nd ,  t h e  U n i t ed  Ki ngd om  an d  t h e  

U n i t ed  S t a t e s — an d  th ey  i d en t i f i ed  fo u r  t y pes  o f  cyb e rs t a lk e r s :  a )  

v in d i c t iv e  cyb e rs t a l k e r s ,  wh o  t h r ea t en  th e i r  t a rg e t s  bo th  o n l in e  and  

o f f l i n e  and  u su a l ly  h av e  p r ev io us  c r im in a l  r e co rd s ,  b )  co mp os ed  

cy b e rs t a l k e r s ,  wh o  r ep ea t ed ly  an no y  th e  v i c t im  a im in g  t o  c aus e  h i m/h e r  

d i s t r e s s ,  c )  i n t im ate  cyb e rs t a lk e r s ,  w ho  a r e  ba s i ca l ly  e i t he r  ex - p a r tn e r s  

o r  o bs e s s i v e  l ov e r s  t ry i ng  t o  g a in  a t t en t i on  and  o b t a i n  a  r e l a t i on sh ip  

w i t h  th e  v i c t im  v i a  t h r ea t s ,  and  d )  co l l e c t iv e  cyb e r s t a l ke r s ,  wh o  a r e  a  
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g r ou p  o f  s t a l ke r s  co ns id e r i ng  t hems e lv e s  a s  t h e  v i c t ims  an d  lo ok i ng  fo r  

r ev eng e  ( M cFar l ane  and  B oc i j ,  2 00 3 ) .  

O v er a l l ,  d es p i t e  t he  p r ev i ou s  l a ck  o f  r e s ea r ch  co n ce r n i ng  cyb e r bu l ly i ng  

an d  cyb e rs t a lk in g ,  t h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  s t ud i es  an d  l i t e ra tu r e  ag r ee  on  t w o  

k ey  po in t s .  F i r s t l y ,  t h ey  con cu r  t ha t  cy b e rb u l l y i ng  can  be  an  ex t r em el y  

t r au m at i s in g  exp e r i en ce  an d  s h ou l d  b e  d ea l t  wi t h  as  a  m en t a l  h ea l t h  

p r ob lem (S ou r an d er  e t  a l . ,  2 01 0) .  T h i s  m ean s  th a t  cy b erb u l ly i ng  can  

cau s e  se r i o us  n eg a t i v e  e f f ec t s  o n  i nd iv i du a l s ’  w e l l b e i ng  (Sm i th  e t  a l . ,  

2 0 08 )  and  h ea l th  (D eh u e ,  Bo lm an  an d  V ol l in k ,  2 00 8) .  In  ad d i t i o n ,  

r ep o r t s  i nd i ca t e  t ha t  cy b er bu l ly in g  cou l d  b e  con s id e r ed  mo r e  d ang e ro us  

t h an  t r ad i t i on a l  b u l l y i ng ,  g iv en  th a t  i t  t ak es  p l ace  m ain ly  o n  so c i a l  

n e tw o rk in g  w eb s i t es  wh e r e  th e  su r v iv or  i s  mo r e  ea s i l y  a cce s s i b l e ,  an d  

ev e r y th in g  can  b eco m e pu b l i c  ( Wi l l i am s ,  2 01 2 ) .  S econ d ly ,  i t  s e ems  t h a t  

y o un g  wo men  a r e  de s c r i b ed  as  t h e  ea sy  t a rg e t  o f  cy b e rb u l l i e s  an d  

cy b e rs t a l k e r s ,  wh i l e  s im ul t an eo us l y  be i ng  co ns i d er ed  r e sp o ns i b l e  f o r  

t h e  ac t io ns  th a t  l e d  to  t he i r  ow n  v i c t im i s a t i on  (L um sd en  and  M o rg an ,  

2 0 12 ) .  C i t r on  (2 014 )  t ho ro ug h l y  ex ami n ed  th e  o n l i n e  v i c t i mi s a t io n  o f  

w o men  and  co n c lu ded  t h a t  w om en  a r e  m o re  l i k e l y  to  b e  su r v i vo rs  o f  

c r im in a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  cyb e rs p ace .  T h i s  h ap p en s  ma in l y  b ecau s e  o f  t h e  

g en e ra l  a t t i t ud e  con ce r n in g  g en d er  i neq u a l i t y  w h i ch  p r e su p pos e s  t h a t  a  

w o man  i s  v u ln e r ab le  and ,  h en ce ,  c an  be  m an i pu l a t ed  m or e  ea s i l y .  
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Vict imology,  Vict im-Blaming and Rape Culture  

 

L ab e l s  p l ay  a  s ig n i f i c an t  ro l e  i n  sh ap in g  h ow  s o c i e t y  pe rce i ve s  o f  and  

h o w in d iv id u a l s  u nd e r s t an d  th e i r  i d en t i t i e s  ( G o f f man ,  199 0 ) .  T h e  

i mp ac t  o f  l ab e l s  on  an  in d iv id u a l ' s  l i f e  c an  b e  bo t h  po s i t i v e  and  

n eg a t i v e .  Po s i t i v e  p sy cho lo g i s t s  a r gue  th a t  l abe l s  can  h ig h l ig h t  

p os i t i v e  p e r so n a l i t y  t r a i t s ,  p r ov id i ng  i nd iv i du a l s  wi th  a  s ens e  o f  

p u rp os e  ( Pe t e r so n ,  2 0 09 ) .  C on ve r s e ly ,  n eg a t iv e  l ab e l s ,  o f t en  as s o c i a t ed  

w i t h  s t e r eo t yp es ,  can  l e ad  t o  s e l f - r e j ec t i on ,  p a r t i cu l a r ly  ev id en t  i n  

r e s ea r ch  o n  m en t a l  h ea l th  p a t i en t s  ( Wr i gh t  e t  a l . ,  20 00 ) .  T h i s  

co mpl ex i t y  i n  l ab e l l i n g  becom es  p a r t i cu l a r ly  ap p ar en t  w hen  i n t e r t win ed  

w i t h  mul t i f a ce t ed  p r o ce ss es  l i k e  v i c t im iza t io n .  

C r i min a l  v i c t i mi za t i on  i s  a  l ab e l  t ha t  can  g a r ne r  ex t ens iv e  a t t en t io n  

an d  sy mp at hy  wh en  i t  a l i gns  wi t h  t h e  im ag e  o f  an  “ id ea l  v i c t im ”  

( C hr i s t i e ,  1 98 6) .  Ho w ev er ,  so c i e ty  m ay  neg l ec t  t he  n eeds  o f  t h os e  no t  

p e r ce i v ed  as  “ d es e rv in g  v i c t ims ”  ( Mi er s ,  19 91  c i t ed  i n  Ha l l ,  20 10 ) .  

V i c t i m  l ab e l l i n g  can  hav e  bo th  ad van tag es  and  d r awb acks .  O n  t h e  on e  

h and ,  c e r t a i n  v i c t im s  can  access  s up po r t  f ro m or g an i za t io ns  d u r i ng  

t h e i r  t im e  o f  n eed  (V an  D i jk  an d  G ro en h u i j sen ,  2 00 7 ) .  On  t h e  o th e r  

h and ,  t h e  “ v i c t im ”  l ab e l  c an  a l so  l e ad  t o  p e r cep t i on s  o f  pa s s i v i t y  an d  

h e lp l e s s n ess ,  f u r the r  s t i gm at i z in g  t hos e  l ab e l l ed  as  s uch  ( R omk ens  an d  

D i ek s t r a ,  1 99 8  c i t ed  i n  V an  Di j k ,  2 009 ) .  



39 
 

G i ven  th e  p i vo t a l  ro l e  p l ay ed  by  t he  c i r cu ms t an ces  s u r r ou n d in g  th e  

acq u i s i t i on  o f  t h e  “v i c t i m ”  l ab e l  i n  s hap in g  so c i e t a l  r es po ns e s ,  t h i s  

e s s ay  c r i t i c a l ly  ex am in es  t h e  e f fec t s  o f  t h i s  l ab e l .  F i r s t ,  i t  ex p lo r e s  

w h y  us i ng  t h e  t e rm “ v i c t im ”  con t r ib u te s  t o  a ck no wl edg ing  

v i c t i mi za t i on  as  a  p r o cess .  Su bs eq u en t ly ,  i t  d e lv e s  i n t o  t h e  p o t en t i a l  

i mpl i ca t i ons  o f  v i c t im  l ab e l l i n g  r ega rd in g  con t emp or a r y  s o c i a l  

r e s po ns es  t o  v i c t i mi za t io n .  

H i s to r i c a l ly ,  t h e  d i s c ip l in e  o f  c r i min o l og y  p r ed omi nan t ly  f o cu s ed  o n  

c r im es  an d  c r i mi na l s ,  w i t h  v i c t i ms  r ece i v in g  a t t en t io n  p r im a r i ly  w i th in  

t h e  con t ex t  o f  t r i a l s  ( Walk a t e ,  20 07 ) .  E a r ly  d e f i n i t i on s  o f  “ v i c t i m ”  

w e r e  o f t en  t i ed  t o  l eg a l  c r i t e r i a  (P embe r to n ,  20 16 ) .  T h e  20 0 1  EU  

Fr am ewo r k  D ec i s ion  de f i n es  a  v i c t i m  a s  s om eo n e  w ho  h as  s u f f e r ed  

h a rm  d i rec t ly  c au s ed  by  v i o l a t io ns  o f  c r im in a l  l aw ( c i t ed  in  H a l l ,  

2 0 10 ) ,  t hu s  h ig h l i gh t i ng  th e  l eg a l  p e r sp ec t iv e .  Th e  u s e  o f  t h e  t e rm 

“ v i c t im ”  b y  c r i mino lo g i s t s  an d  v i c t i mo lo g i s t s  s h ed s  l i g h t  o n  

v i c t i mi za t i on  th r oug h  r e s ea r ch .  

T h e  “ v i c t im ”  l ab e l  b e s t ow s  a  s pec i f i c  s o c i a l  i den t i t y  u pon  i nd iv i du a l s ,  

en ab l i ng  t h em to  ex p ec t  n eces sa r y  sup p or t  fo r  r ebu i l d ing  t h e i r  l i v e s  

( H o y l e  e t  a l . ,  2 01 1) .  Ho w ev e r ,  t h e  r e co g n i t i on  o f  v i c t im  s t a tu s  

p r eced es  th e  app l i ca t i on  o f  t he  l ab e l ,  an d  s e l f - r e cog n i t i on  i s  v i t a l ,  

e s p ec i a l l y  i n  ca s es  l i k e  do m es t i c  v io l en ce  (K e l ly  an d  R adf o r d ,  1 99 0) .  

S om e in d iv id u a l s  m ay  even  s t r i v e  t o  o b t a i n  a  “v i c t im ”  l ab e l ,  b e l i ev i ng  

i t  en su r e s  f i nan c i a l  o r  p s y ch o lo g i ca l  su p po r t ,  a s  o bs e r ved  in  c as es  

i nv o l v in g  abu s ed  wo m en  w ho  k i l l ed  t he i r  i n t im at e  p a r t n e r s  (Sp a lek ,  

2 0 06 ) .  T h i s  r e co gn i t i o n  o f  t h e  v i c t im  s t a tu s  a l so  a i ds  i n  q u an t i fy in g  
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v i c t i mi za t i on  an d  id en t i f y i ng  c r imi n a l  a c t s  w h en  in d i v id ua l s  r ep o r t  

h a rm  t o  th e  po l i c e  ( G o od ey ,  20 05 ) .  

H o w ev e r ,  t h e  t e rm  “ v i c t im ”  i s  o f t en  as so c i a t ed  w i th  w eak n es s  and  

p a ss iv i ty  ( Fo hr in g ,  2 01 8) .  In  con t r ad i s t i n c t io n ,  t h e  t e rm  “ s u rv i vo r ”  h as  

em erg ed  a s  an  a l t e rn a t iv e ,  a imi ng  to  em ph as i ze  s t r en g th  an d  r e s i l i en ce .  

N ev e r t he l es s ,  t h e  “v i c t i m  as  s u rv i vo r ”  l ab e l  h a s  f a ced  c r i t i c i sm ,  a s  i t  

c an  p r es su r e  i n d i v id u a l s  t o  app ea r  s t ro n g ,  p o t en t i a l l y  n eg a t in g  th e i r  

t r ue  f ee l i ng s  o f  h e lp l es sn es s  ( Wi l l i ams ,  19 99 ) .  S om e  a r gu e  t h a t  bo th  

“ s u rv i vo r ”  an d  “v i c t im ”  l ab e l s  a r e  i n ad equ a te  i n  c ap tu r i ng  t h e  dy n ami c  

p r o cess e s  o f  v i c t i mi za t io n ,  w h e re  i nd iv id u a l s  c an  b e  ac t iv e  o r  p a s s i v e  

v i c t i ms  o r  su r v iv o rs  ( Walk a t e ,  20 06 ) .  

T h e  l im i t a t i on s  o f  t h e  “v i c t im ”  l ab e l  ex t en d  b ey on d  i t s  i nab i l i t y  t o  

f u l ly  d e s c r ib e  th e  co mp lex i t i e s  o f  v i c t i mi za t i on  p r oce ss es .  Th e  t e r m ' s  

e t ymo lo gy ,  r oo t ed  i n  L a t i n  “ v i c t i m a ”  m ean in g  a  s ac r i f i c i a l  an i m al ,  

c a r r i es  r e l i g io us  con n o t a t i on s ,  p a r t i cu l a r ly  i n  C h r i s t i an i t y  ( K a rm en ,  

1 9 90 ;  Van  Di jk ,  200 9 ) .  M o reov e r ,  pu b l i c i z ed  ca s es  o f t en  r ev ea l  v i c t im s  

r e j ec t i ng  t h e  l ab e l ,  su ch  a s  N a t as h a  Kam pu s c h ' s  c a s e  i n  A u s t r i a  ( d e  

Q u e t t ev i l l e ,  2 00 7 ;  C o l e ,  2 00 6 ) .  

R e l ig i ou s  in f l u en ces  a l so  m an i f e s t  a t  a  so c io -p o l i t i c a l  l eve l ,  wh e r e  

v i c t i ms  can  b e  v i ew ed  as  bo th  p a r i ahs  an d  s a in t s ,  b l am ed  fo r  t h e i r  

m i s fo r t un es ,  an d  sac r i f i c ed  fo r  so c i e ty ' s  g r ea t e r  go od  ( L er n e r ,  19 80 ;  

E i s enb e rg e r ,  20 03 ;  U n d er w oo d ,  2 00 4) .  P r ac t i t i on e rs  m ay  a s su me  

p a ss iv i ty  o r  i d ea l i ze  v i c t ims ,  po t en t i a l l y  s i de l in in g  th e i r  a c t ua l  n eeds  

an d  l ead i ng  t o  s econ d a ry  v i c t im iza t io n  ( O r t h ,  2 00 2) .  
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T hi s  no t io n ,  i n t e r tw i ned  wi th  v i c t im  l ab e l l i ng ,  h as  im pl i ca t i on s  f o r  

r e s t o r a t i v e  j u s t i c e  p r o cess e s ,  i n f lu enc i ng  h o w c r im in a l  p r o ceed in gs  an d  

s up po r t  ag en c i es  t r e a t  v i c t im s  ( Van  Di j k ,  2 00 9 ) .  A s  compa r ed  w i th  

r e t r i bu t iv e  ju s t i c e ,  w h ich  p r es c r i be s  pu n i sh men t  as  j u s t  de s s e r t  f o r  

w r o ng do i ng ,  r es to ra t i v e  ju s t i c e  a ims  a t  r e con c i l i a t i o n  be tw een  th e  

o f f end i ng  an d  o f f en d ed  p a r t i e s  ( Jo hn s t on e  & v an  Ness ,  20 0 7 ,  p .  51 1) .  

T h e  u l t im at e  a im  o f  t h i s  i s  t o  r en de r  o f f en de r s  aw ar e  o f  t h e  h a rm  

cau s ed  b y  t h e i r  a c t i on s  and  to  d i s cou rag e  t hem f ro m r eo f f en d in g ,  

w h i l s t  en cou r ag in g  f o rg i v en ess  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  su r v i vor s  o f  t h e i r  

c r im e  ( Z eh r ,  20 05 ,  p .  2 2 ) .  G r eek  l eg i s l a t i on  h a s  i n t r od u ced  s om e  

r e s t o r a t i v e  j u s t i c e  m eas u r es  a s  an  a l t e r n a t iv e  ap pr o ach  to  t r ad i t i o n a l l y  

r e t r i bu t iv e  c r imi n a l  j u s t i c e  (S t am at ak i s ,  20 21 ) ,  wi th  p ro ce s s es  su ch  a s  

P ena l  M ed i a t io n  b e i ng  ap p l i ed  t o  c a s es  o f  d om es t i c  v i o l en ce  i nd i ca t in g  

i t s  app l i c ab i l i t y  a s  a  m eans  fo r  p ro v i d in g  and  ev a l u a t i ng  ju s t i c e  i n  

c a s e s  o f  s exu a l  v io l en ce  ( Was i l e sk i ,  20 1 5) .  

T h e  p ro ces s  o f  v i c t i m  l ab e l l i n g  i s  c l ose l y  t i ed  to  t h e  con cep t  o f  t h e  

“ i d ea l  v i c t im ”  (C h r i s t i e ,  19 86 ) .  Th e  “ id ea l  v i c t i m ”  co n cep t  i n f l u en ces  

h o w th e  c r i min a l  j u s t i c e  sy s t em  r e sp ond s  to  c r im e  and  v i c t ims .  

V u ln e r ab i l i t y  i s  o f t en  co n fu sed  wi th  v i c t imi za t io n ,  r e su l t i ng  i n  

p r io r i t i z a t i on  o f  c e r t a i n  v i c t im  ty p es ,  s u ch  as  w om en  an d  ch i l d r en ,  

w h i l e  ov e r l oo k in g  o th e r s ,  l i k e  p r os t i t u t es  o r  i n d i v id u a l s  w i t h  c r i min a l  

r e co rd s  ( Wal k a t e ,  20 0 7 ;  Ca in ,  19 89 ;  Sm ar t  an d  S mar t  19 78 ;  O ’ Do ne l l  

an d  Ed g a r ,  1 99 6 ;  S i m,  1 99 4) .  T h i s  s e l ec t i v e  a t t en t io n  i s  ev id en t  i n  

p o l i c e  an d  c r i min a l  ag en c i e s '  r e sp on s es  t o  v i c t i ms  a t  r i sk  ( G o od ey ,  

2 0 03  c i t ed  i n  Go odey ,  20 05 ) .  
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Fu r th e rm o re ,  t h e  em ph as i s  o n  sp ec i f i c  v i c t im  ca t ego r i e s  p os es  

m et ho do lo g i ca l  ch a l l eng es ,  p o t en t i a l l y  b i a s in g  r e sea r ch  on  

v i c t i mi za t i on .  R es ea r ch e rs  m ay  i n ad ver t en t l y  fo cus  o n  “ id ea l  v i c t i ms , ”  

n eg l ec t in g  t ho s e  wh o  d o  no t  f i t  t h i s  im ag e  ( Walk a t e ,  2 00 7 ) .  

In  co n c lu s i on ,  wh i l e  t h e  t e rm “ v i c t i m ”  h as  s om e b en e f i t s ,  su ch  a s  

d r awi ng  a t t en t i on  to  neg l ec t ed  ac t o r s  an d  p ro v i d in g  a  s en s e  o f  i d en t i t y  

an d  su pp o r t ,  i t  i s  no t  wi th ou t  l i mi t a t ion s .  Th es e  l i mi t a t ion s  i n c l ud e  

a s so c i a t io ns  wi t h  pa s s i v i t y  an d  w eaknes s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  i n f lu en ce  o f  

t h e  “ i d ea l  v i c t im ”  co n cep t  o n  so c i e t a l  p e r cep t io ns  and  t he  c r i min a l  

j u s t i c e  s ys t em.  T o  i mp ro v e  r es po ns e s  t o  v i c t imi za t i on ,  v i c t i mo lo gy  

m us t  co n f ro n t  t h ese  ch a l l eng es  an d  s t r i ve  fo r  a  b r o ad e r ,  m o re  n u an ced  

u n de r s t an d i ng  o f  v i c t i ms  an d  v i c t i mi za t io n  p r o ces se s .  

A s  m en t io n ed  ea r l i e r ,  t o  ad d r es s  t h es e  l im i t a t i on s  and  p ro v i d e  a  mo r e  

em po w er in g  and  n uan ced  p er sp ec t iv e ,  t h i s  t h es i s  ado p t ed  t h e  t e rm  

“ s u rv i vo r ”  o v er  “v i c t i m ”  t o  d es c r i b e  th e  ex p er i en ces  o f  i n d i v i du a l s  

w h o  h av e  end u r ed  T FS V.  T h e  t e rm  “su r v i vo r ”  em ph as i zes  r es i l i en ce ,  

s t r eng th ,  and  ag en cy ,  w h i ch  a l i gn s  wi th  t h e  a i m  o f  h ig h l ig h t in g  t h e  

f o r t i t u d e  and  co ur ag e  o f  t hos e  wh o  hav e  f aced  t r aum at i c  ex p e r i en ces .  

B y  em pl oy i ng  t h e  t e r m “ su r v iv o r , ”  w e  in t end  t o  sh ed  l i g h t  o n  th e  ac t iv e  

an d  end u r in g  a sp ec t s  o f  i nd iv i du a l s '  j o u rn eys  b eyo nd  v i c t imi za t io n ,  

a ck no wl edg i ng  t h e i r  c apac i ty  t o  ov e r co m e adv e rs i ty  an d  r ec l a im  t h e i r  

l i v es .  Th i s  t e rmi no l og y  sh i f t  r e co gn i ze s  t ha t  i n d iv id u a l s  i mp ac t ed  by  

T FS V a r e  n o t  d e f i ned  s o l e l y  by  t he i r  v i c t imi za t io n  bu t  a re  dy n ami c  an d  

r e s i l i en t  i nd iv id ua l s  n av i g a t i ng  th e  com pl ex  a f t e rm at h  o f  t r aum a .  
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A s  h i gh l i gh t ed  i n  t h e  i n t ro du c t io n ,  i n  r e cen t  t i m es ,  t h e  un au t ho r i zed  

d i s s emi na t i on  o f  nu d e  im ag es  on l in e  h a s  b ecom e  a  r e l a t i v e ly  n ew 

p h en om eno n ,  o ccas i on a l ly  ch a r ac t e r i zed  as  an  in no v a t i v e  m an i f e s t a t i on  

o f  s exu a l  p r eda t io n  and  co ns equ en t l y  re co gn ized  a s  a  f r esh  va r i an t  o f  

s exu a l  v io l en ce  ( F ran k l i n ,  2 01 4 ) .  In d eed ,  i t  c an  b e  a rg u ed  t h a t  T FS V  

h as  a  l o t  i n  com mon  wi t h  s ex u a l  c r i mes  s u ch  as  s ex u a l  a s s au l t  an d  

s exu a l  ha r a s sm en t .  T h e  comm on  p a t t e rn s  mi gh t  b e  p a r t i cu l a r l y  

n o t i c eab l e  i n  a t t i t ud es  and  b e l i e f s  r e l a t e d  t o  s ex u a l  v i o l en ce  (S i l l s  e t  

a l . ,  2 01 6 ) .  Sp ec i f i ca l l y ,  l i t e ra tu r e  h as  l i n ked  tw o  p heno men a  wi t h  

s exu a l  v io l en ce :  a )  v i c t im -b l ami ng ,  an d  b )  r ape  cu l tu r e  (G av ey ,  2 00 5 ;  

G av ey  an d  Senn ,  20 0 4) .  

F i r s t ,  i t  ha s  b een  a r g u ed  t ha t  v i c t i m -b l am in g  jus t i f i e s  r ape  and  

u n de r e s t im a te s  i t s  s ev e r i t y  (S i l l s  e t  a l . ,  2 01 6) .  Vi c t im -b lami ng  i s  

d eep l y  ro o t ed  i n  soc i e t a l  be l i e f s  an d  occu r s  wh en  v i c t i ms  a r e  

co ns id e r ed  re sp on s i b l e  f o r  t h e  h a r m tha t  b e f e l l  t h em ( E i sen b e rg e r ,  

2 0 03 ) .  I t  h as  b een  m ai n l y  r e l a t ed  to  sex u a l  c r im es  ag a i ns t  wo m en  in  

w h ich  th e  l a t t e r  a r e  us u a l l y  b e i ng  con s i d er ed  r es p ons ib l e  f o r  t h e i r  

v i c t i mi s a t io n  b ecaus e  o f  t h e i r  r i s ky  b eh av i ou r  ( R in g ro se  an d  Ren o ld ,  

2 0 12 ) .  S ev e r a l  acad emi cs  h av e  h ig h l ig h t ed  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  cu l t u r a l  dom a in ,  

t h e  f em al e  b od y  i s  co ns id e r ed  a  “ r i s k y  p l ace”  w hi ch  can  t r i gg e r  t h e  

s exu a l  ag g r es s io n  o f  men  ( e .g . ,  D u i t s  an d  v an  Zo on en ,  200 6 ;  

M cCl i n to ck ,  1 99 5 ) .  J es s i c a  V a l en t i  ( c i t ed  i n  F i l i po v i c ,  200 8 )  ag ree s  

w i t h  t h e  in v en t io n  o f  t he  f em al e  b od y  a s  a  r i sk y  t e r r a i n  an d  a l s o  

s t r e s s e s  t h e  ex i s t ence  o f  a  pu r i ty  m yth ,  a cco rd in g  to  w h i ch  f em al e  

s exu a l i t y  i s  u s u a l l y  con s i d er ed  som e th i ng  p u r e  by  so c i e ty .  H en ce ,  
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b as ed  o n  th e  pu r i ty  my th ,  wo m en  sh ou l d  no t  beh av e  o u t  o f  t h i s  no rm ,  

b y  w ea r i ng  s ex y  c lo th e s ,  f o r  ex amp le ,  b ecau se  t h ro ug h  t h i s  w ay  t h ey  

g en e ra t e  t h e  s ex u a l  v i o l en ce  ag a i ns t  t h em.  In  t h i s  con t ex t ,  ev en  “no n -

co ns ens u a l  im ag es”  can  b e  excus ed .  Th i s  m ean s  t h a t  w h en  a  w om an  

t ak es  n ud e  im ag es  an d  th en  dec id es  t o  sh a r e  t h em  wi t h  h e r  i n t im at e  

p a r t n e r ,  s h e  i n c r eas e s  t h e  po ss ib i l i t i e s  o f  b ecomi ng  a  v i c t im  and ,  

h en ce ,  s he  i s  con s id e r ed  r es po ns i b l e  fo r  h e r  v i c t imi s a t i on .  In  o t h e r  

w o r ds ,  t h e  pu b l i c  s ex u a l l y  exp l i c i t  m a t e r i a l  o f  a  no n co nsen t in g  w om an  

can  b ecom e a  t o o l  fo r  v i c t im - b l ami ng  an d  s l u t - s h ami ng  ra t h e r  t h an  

ev id ence  o f  v i o l a t io n  and  s exu a l  co e rc i on .  In  co n t r as t  t o  comm on  

s o c i e t a l  b e l i e f s ,  a  r e cen t  t h em at i c  an a ly s i s  o f  4 62  n a r r a t iv e s  su gg es t s  

t h a t  yo un g  w om en  s end  n ud e  p ho to gr ap hs  as  a  r es u l t  o f  co e r c i on  b y  

t h e i r  ma l e  p a r tn e r s  and  t h a t  t h e  r e f us a l  t o  do  s o  w as  o f t en  accom p an i ed  

b y  th r ea t s  (T ho m as ,  20 18 ) .  

V i c t i m -b l amin g  and  s lu t - sh am in g  p rac t i c e s  f l ou r i sh  i n  a  cu l tu r e  w h i ch  

h a s  b een  d es c r i b ed  a s  “ rap e  cu l t u re”  (N i co l e t t i ,  Sp en ce r -T h om as  an d  

B o l l in ge r ,  20 09 ) .  Rap e  cu l tu r e ,  a s  d e f in ed  by  H er m an  ( 198 4 ) ,  i s  t h e  

cu l tu r a l  p h en om enon  wh ich  no r ma l i zes  agg r e s s i v e  se xu a l  b eh av io ur  b y  

m al e s  and  p ro mo tes  t h e  i d ea  o f  f em ale  s ex u a l  p as s iv i ty .  Wh i t e  and  

Sm i th  (2 00 4 ,  p .  174 )  p o i n t  ou t  t h a t  r ap e  cu l tu r e  “ r e f e r s  t o  m ul t ip l e  

p e r v as i v e  i s s u es  t ha t  a l l ow  r ap e  and  sex u a l  a s s au l t  t o  be  ex cus ed ,  

l eg i t imi zed ,  and  v i ew ed  a s  i n ev i t ab l e . ”  In  p a t r i a r ch a l  s o c i e t i e s ,  i mb u ed  

b y  r ap e  cu l t u r e  b e l i e f s ,  w om en  an d  men  co ns id e r  s ex ua l  ag g r es s io n  a s  a  

f a c t  o f  l i f e ,  g i v en  th a t  m en  con s t i t u t e  t h e  po w er f u l  g end er  t h a t  

s ub o rd in a t e s  f em ale s  (B r ig h am ,  20 16 ) .  Un d er  t h es e  g en de r  s t e reo t yp es ,  
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m al evo l en t  b eh av i ou r s  o f  bo ys  a r e  l eg i t imi zed ,  w h i l e  t h e  

h y pe r s ex ua l i z a t i on  o f  g i r l s  i s  c r i t i c i z ed  as  im mo r a l ,  and  a t  t he  s ame  

t im e ,  t he  n eed  f o r  a  r e t u rn  to  t h e  i d ea l  o f  t h e  i nn ocen t  and  v i rg i n  g i r l  i s  

m o re  an d  mo r e  emph as i zed  (G i ra ld i  and  M on k -T u rn e r ,  2 01 7 ;  R en o l d  

an d  R in g ro s e ,  2 01 1) .  

I t  h as  b een  a rg u ed  t h a t  ph eno m en a  l i ke  r ape  cu l tu r e  an d  v i c t i m - b l am in g  

a r e  r e i n f o r ced  in  t he  con temp o ra r y  so c i e t y  w h i ch  i s  ch a r ac t e r i z ed  b y  

t h e  “d ig i t a l i z a t io n  o f  ev e ry d ay  l i f e ”  (H o r eck ,  20 18 ;  Lo vh e im e t  a l . ,  

2 0 13 ) .  Fau lk n er  (20 0 1)  s ug g es t ed  th a t  i n equ a l i t i e s  be tw een  t h e  t w o  

g end e r s  a r e  a l so  d e t ec t ed  in  d i g i t a l  l i f e  b ecaus e  o f  “g en de r ed ”  

t e chn o lo gy .  A cco r d i ng  t o  t h i s  a rg um ent ,  t e chn o l og y  c r ea t e s  f ew e r  

o p po r t un i t i e s  fo r  wo m en  b ecau s e  m en  p r ev a i l  i n  t e chn o log y  and  

t e chn i ca l  s k i l l s .  In  a cco rd an ce  wi t h  th i s  a rg um en t ,  L ums den  an d  

M o rg an  (2 01 7 )  men t io n  t h a t  “ t ro l l i n g ”  i s  a  fo r m o f  g end er ed  v i o l en ce  

a s  i t  t ake s  p l ace  on  so c i a l  med i a —m ain ly  ag a i ns t  wo men  an d  o t h er  

m in or i ty  g r ou ps .  Tr o l l s  b a s i ca l l y  adop t  “ s i l ence  s t r a t eg i e s ”  w h i ch  

i nv o l ve  s ev er a l  t h rea t s ,  su ch  a s  r ap e  an d  d ea t h  t h r ea t s ,  an d  th r ou gh  

w h ich  th ey  a i m t o  rem ov e  th e  v i c t im  f ro m h i s  o r  h e r  d a i l y  d i g i t a l  

a c t i v i t i e s  ( Lu ms d en  an d  Mo r g an ,  20 17 ) .  Ul t im at e ly ,  t h e  m ed i a  

r ep r od uce  t he s e  “ s i l en ce  s t r a t eg i e s ”  by  ad v i s in g  so c i a l  med i a  us e r s  an d  

e s p ec i a l l y  f em a le  v i c t im s  n o t  t o  “ f eed  t h e  t r o l l ”  (L ums d en  an d  Mo r g an ,  

2 0 17 ) .  As  a  r esu l t ,  t h e  a t t en t io n  sh i f t s  o nce  ag a i n  to  t h e  v i c t i ms ’  

r e s po ns i b i l i t y  i n s t ead  o f  t he  m ot i v a t i on s  and  t h e  cau s es  o f  on l in e  

ab us e .  
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M o r eo v er ,  a l t h ou gh  th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  ev i den ce  s o  f a r ,  r e s ea r ch  on  th e  w ay  

s o c i a l  m ed i a  i s  u s ed  i n  c a se s  o f  r ap e  an d  s ex u a l  a s s au l t  a l so  i nd i ca t e s  

t h a t  t h e  m ed i a  c r ea t e s  new  o pp o r tu n i t i e s  fo r  v i c t im -b lamin g  a t t i t u des  

an d  p ro p ag a t e s  t h e  i d eas  w h i ch  r e in f o rce  th e  r ap e  cu l t u r e  ( B ou x  an d  

D aum ,  20 15 ) .  S imi l a r ly ,  t h e  r e su l t s  o f  a  s t ud y  con du c t ed  a t  t h e  

U n iv e rs i t y  o f  A u ck l and  ex p l a i n  ho w so c i a l  m ed i a  a r e  t r an s fo rm ed  in t o  

t oo l s  f o r  r ap e - s up po r t iv e  s t a t em en t s  (S i l l s  e t  a l . ,  20 16 ) .  T ak i ng  i n t o  

co ns id e r a t i on  t ha t  “n on - c on sens u a l  imag es ”  co ns t i t u t e  a  p h en om eno n  

t h a t  t ak es  p l ace  m ai n l y  v i a  so c i a l  m ed i a  an d  so c i a l  n e tw or k in g  w eb s i t e s  

( F r an k l i n ,  2 01 4 ) ,  i t  i s  im po r t an t  f o r  t he  academi a  to  ex ami n e  wh e th e r  

m ed i a t ed  s p aces  r e in f o r ce  v i c t im - b l ami ng  a t t i t u d es  r e l a t ed  t o  

“ t e ch no lo gy - f ac i l i t a t ed  s exu a l  v io l en ce”  a s  w e l l .  Th i s  i s  i mp or t an t  

b ecaus e  th e  r ap e  my th  an d  v i c t i m -b l am in g  p r ac t i c es  h ave  b een  f ou n d  t o  

a f f ec t  s o c i a l  s up por t  ag en c ie s  a s  w e l l — th a t  i s ,  t h e  p o l i ce  and  m en t a l  

h ea l th  p r o f e s s i o na l s  wh o  p l ay  a  s ig n i f i c an t  r o l e  i n  j u s t i ce  and  t he  

r em ed i a t i on  o f  v i c t i ms ,  r es p ec t iv e ly  ( s ee ,  f o r  ex am pl e ,  Bo l l i ng mo  e t  

a l . ,  2 00 8 ;  B ro wn ,  H ami l to n ,  an d  O ’Ne i l l ,  2 00 7 ;  S l ea t h  an d  Bu l l ,  2 01 5 ;  

S t a r zy ns k i  e t  a l . ,  20 1 7 ;  V en ema ,  2 01 6) .  

T o  p u t  i t  i n  o th e r  w o r ds ,  T FS V co u l d  c r ea t e  n ew av en ues  fo r  

d i s c r im in a t io n  b e tw een  id ea l  an d  d ese r v i ng  v i c t i ms — a fac t  p r ev io us l y  

o bs e r v ed  in  s exu a l  h a r a s sm en t  and  s exu a l  a s s au l t  c a se s .  Fo r  i n s t an ce ,  

D u  M ont ,  Mi l l e r ,  an d  My h r  ( 20 03 )  sug g es t ed  th a t  wom en  r ep o r t  a  

s exu a l  a s s au l t  aga in s t  t h em m o r e  eas i ly  wh en  t h e  l a t t e r  i s  i n  

a cco rd an ce  wi t h  s t an d a rd  b e l i e f s  abo u t  wh a t  r ap e  and  a  rap e  s u rv i vo r  

a r e  su pp os ed  t o  b e .  H en ce ,  w om en  who  s u f fe r ed  sev e r e  i n ju r i e s  o r  had  
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ev id ence  ( e . g . ,  t o rn  c lo t h es )  t o  p r ov e  th e i r  p h ys i ca l  co e r c i on  we r e  mo r e  

w i l l i n g  to  s peak  abo u t  t he i r  a s s au l t  t o  t h e  p o l i c e .  S i n ce  in  T FS V cas e s  

t h e  v i c t i ms  d o  no t  s u f fe r  an y  ph ys i ca l  t r aum a  an d  can no t  p ro v i d e  t h e  

au th or i t i e s  wi t h  any  r e l ev an t  ev i d en ce ,  wo men  mi gh t  b e  de t e r r ed  f r om 

s eek in g  ju s t i c e .  

 

The Impact  of  Sexual  Harassment/Assault  and Similari t ies  

with  TFSV 

Fo r ms  o f  s ex u a l  h a r a s sm en t  va r y  f ro m p hys i ca l  i n t e r ac t i on  an d  

t ou ch in g  to  p sy cho l og ica l ,  en v i ro nm en t a l ,  o r  o n l i n e  h a r as sm en t  ( Eo m 

e t  a l . ,  20 15 ) .  Ev en  t ho ug h  th e r e  a r e  s ev e r a l  t yp es  o f  s exua l  h a r as sm en t ,  

a l l  o f  t hem s eem to  sh a r e  a  co mmo n be l i e f  w h i ch  o r ig i n a t e s  f ro m t h e  

v e r y  f i r s t  d e f in i t i on  o f  s exu a l  h a r as sm en t  ( M acKi nn o n ,  1 9 79 ) .  

A cco rd in g  t o  t h e  l a t t e r ,  s ex ua l  h a r a s sm en t  i s  a  fo rm  o f  s ex  

d i s c r im in a t io n  us ed  by  m en  to  s ub o rd i n a t e  w om en  (M acK i nn on ,  19 79 ) .  

In d eed ,  s ev e r a l  s t ud i es  h ave  s ho w n t ha t  w om en  a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  to  

b ecom e v i c t ims  o f  s exu a l  ha r a s sm en t  co mp a r ed  t o  m en  (F i nk e lh or  e t  

a l . ,  2 01 3 ) .  T he r e  a re  a l so  s tu d i es ,  ho wev e r ,  wh ich  in d i ca t e  t h a t  t h e  

p os s i b i l i t i e s  fo r  som eon e  to  b ecom e a  v i c t im  o f  s ex u a l  ha r a s s m en t  a re  

eq u a l  f o r  bo t h  m al es  an d  f em al e s  ( A AU W ,  2 00 1) .  

R ega r d l es s  o f  wh om  i t  a f f ec t s  mo s t l y ,  s ex u a l  h a r as s m en t  c an  h av e  

s e r i ou s  con s eq uen ces  i nc lu d i ng  th e  l o s s  o f  j ob ,  d ec rea s ed  p r od u c t i v i t y  

an d  in com e ( Av in a ,  and  O '  D on oh u e ,  20 0 2)  an d  n eg a t iv e  e f f ec t s  o n  

t h e i r  men t a l  h ea l th  ( H o  e t  a l . ,  20 12 ) .  V i c t i ms  o f  s ex u a l  ha r a s s m en t  
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u su a l ly  s u f f e r  f r om a  p os t - t r aum a  s ynd r om e,  m ee t in g  sym pt oms  s u ch  as  

s l eep  d i s tu r b an ces  an d  emot io n a l  nu mb in g  ( H ami l to n  e t  a l . ,  1 98 7 ) .  

R esea r ch  h a s  f ou nd  th a t  ap p ro x im at e ly  a  t h i rd  o f  s ex u a l  ha r a s s m en t  

v i c t i ms  su f f e r s  f r om  P TSD  s ym pto ms  ( D ank sy  an d  Ki lp a t r i c ,  1 9 97 ;  

F t i zg e r a ld  e t  a l . ,  19 9 7 ;  Gl om b e t  a l . ,  1 9 99 ;  Wol f e  e t  a l . ,  1 9 98 ) .  In  

ad d i t i o n ,  s t ud i es  on  s tu d en t s  w ho  h ave  b een  v i c t im s  o f  s ex u a l  

h a r a s sm en t  h av e  s ho w ed  t h a t  t h ey  us ua l l y  su f f e r ed  f r om  d ep r es s io n ,  

l o s s  o f  ap p e t i t e ,  d i s tu r bed  s l e ep ,  a s  we l l  a s  l ow  s e l f - es t eem ,  and  th a t  

t h ey  w e r e  mo r e  l i ke l y  t o  f e e l  s ad ,  a f ra i d ,  s ca r ed ,  o r  em ba r r a s s ed  ( H an d  

an d  San ch ez ,  20 00 ;  L ee  e t  a l . ,  1 99 6 ) .   

Wh a t  i s  s t i l l  op en  to  d i s cuss io n  i s  w h e t h er  s exu a l  h a r as sm en t  a f f ec t s  

w o men  mo r e  th an  m en  o r  v i ce  ve r s a  an d  w h e th e r  t h e  im pac t  o n  t h e  

p sy cho lo g i ca l  w e l l -b e in g  o f  t h e  su f f e re r s  i s  t h e  s ame .  R es ea r ch  r es u l t s  

h e r e  a r e  d i v e r s e .  In  p a r t i cu l a r ,  s om e s tu d i e s  on  y ou ng  ad u l t s  sh o w t h a t  

w o men  su f f e r  m o r e  s ev e r e  n eg a t iv e  con s eq u en ces  t h an  men ,  su ch  a s  

s u i c i d a l  b eh av i ou r  ( C h io do  e t  a l . ,  20 09 ;  D uf f y ,  Wa l s h  and  Wareh am ,  

2 0 04 ;  M i t ch e l l ,  Y ba r r a  an d  K or chm aro s ,  2 01 4 ) ,  w h i l e  o th e r s  i nd i ca t e  

t h a t  m en  co u ld  b e  h a rm ed  mo r e  th an  w o men  ( K al t i a l a -He i no ,  F r ö jd  an d  

M ar t tu n en ,  20 16 ;  Ro mi t o  e t  a l . ,  2 01 6 ) .  T he  l a t t e r  f i nd i ng s  h av e  b een  

ex p l a i n ed  b y  au th or s  t h r ou gh  t h e  a rg um ent  t h a t  wom en  a re  mo r e  us ed  

t o  s ex u a l  h a r a s s men t  and ,  h en ce ,  t h ey  d o  no t  f i n d  th i s  exp e r i en ce  as  

s t r e s s f u l  a s  m en  ( de  H ans  e t  a l . ,  2 00 9 ;  Jo hn so n  e t  a l . ,  2 010 ) .  

T h e r e  i s  a l so  a  r es ea r ch  g ap  co n cer n i ng  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  n ew  f o r m o f  

h a r a s sm en t  w h i ch  t ak e s  p l ace  on l in e .  A  f ew s tu d i es  s o  f a r  h av e  s ho w ed  

t h a t  cyb e r ha r a s sm en t  i s  t u r n in g  in t o  a  s e r i ou s  i s s u e  a s  i t  a f f ec t s  20 %  t o  
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4 0 % o f  ado l e s cen t s  ( A bo u j ao ud e  e t  a l . ,  20 15 ) .  M o reov e r ,  a  su r v ey  o f  

1 7 ,3 66  mi dd l e  an d  h ig h  s ch oo l  s tu d en t s  (S i n c l a i r  e t  a l . ,  20 1 2)  

ex amin ed  th e  e f f ec t s  o f  ha r a s sm en t  v i a  t h e  In t e rn e t  o r  t ex t  mess ag in g  

i n  comp a r i so n  to  o th e r  fo rm s  o f  h a r as sm en t  amo ng  s t ud en t s .  T h e  r es u l t s  

s ho w ed  t h a t  s t ud en t s  wh o  w e r e  exp e r i en c in g  bo t h  cyb e rha r a s s m en t  an d  

t r ad i t i on a l  ha r a s smen t  w e re  m o re  l i k e ly  t o  man i f es t  su i c id a l  b eh av io u r  

an d ,  h en ce ,  t h ey  we r e  a t  g r ea t e r  r i sk  o f  com mi t t i n g  su i c id e .  Th e  s am e  

f i nd i ng s  a l so  i nd ica t e  t h a t  no n - w hi t e  m al e s  and  l es b i an ,  g ay ,  b i s exu a l  

an d  t r ans g en d er  i nd iv id ua l s  a r e  m or e  l i k e l y  to  exp e r i en ce  b i as - b as ed  

h a r a s sm en t ,  wh i l e  w h i t e  wo m en  a r e  mo r e  l i k e ly  t o  exp e r i en ce  

cy b e rh a r as sm en t  (S i n c l a i r  e t  a l . ,  2 01 2 ) .   

S i mi l a r l y  t o  s ex u a l  h a r as s m en t  v i c t im i s a t io n ,  r es ea rch  h as  s ho w n t h a t  

s exu a l  a s s au l t  v i c t im i s a t i on  a l so  h as  a  g r ea t  imp ac t  on  ind iv id ua l s ’  

l i v es .  Su rv iv or s  o f  s exu a l  a s s au l t  su f fe r  f ro m sev e r e  m en t a l  h ea l th  

i s s u es ,  s u ch  as  PTSD ,  d epr e s s i on ,  anx ie t y ,  s e l f -b l am e ,  and  s ub s t ance  

ab us e  (C amp b e l l ,  20 0 8 ;  Co hen  and  R o t h ,  1 98 7 ;  K i lp a t r i ck  an d  A ci e r no ,  

2 0 03 ) .  P e rh aps  th e  m os t  s ig n i f i c an t  f i n d i ng  co n ce r n i ng  sex u a l  a s s au l t  

v i c t i ms  i s  t h a t  t h ey  us e  co p i ng  m ech an i sms  l i k e  d en ia l  o r  av o i d an ce  in  

o r d e r  t o  r ep r e s s  t h e i r  m em or i es  and  d ea l  w i th  t h e i r  t r auma t i c  

ex p e r i en ce  ( Ward ,  1 9 98 ) .  S t ud ie s  h ave  a l so  s ug g es t ed  tha t  s ex u a l  

a s s au l t  v i c t i ms  w ho  ad op t  cop i ng  m ech an i sms  l i k e  d en i a l  o r  avo id an ce  

a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  to  b l am e  th em s e lv e s  fo r  t he i r  v i c t i mi s a t io n  ( Bo es ch en  

e t  a l . ,  20 01 ) .   

S o  f a r ,  t h e r e  i s  o n ly  a  sm al l  bo dy  o f  r e s ea r ch  re l a t ed  t o  t h e  ex p er i en ces  

o f  t he  v i c t i ms  o f  “n o n - con s ens u a l  im ag es . ”  H o w ev e r ,  f r om  a  
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c r im in o lo g i ca l  p e r sp ec t iv e ,  a  s i gn i f i c an t  c l a im  i s  t h a t  T FS V do es  no t  

d i f f e r  f r om  o t h er  s ex u a l  o f f en se s  (B loo m,  2 01 4 )  i n  t e rms  o f  e f f ec t s  on  

s u rv iv or s .  Bl oo m (2 0 14 )  ou t l i n es  t h r ee  p r im a ry  ca t eg o r i es  o f  

co ns equ en ces  exp e r i en ced  by  s u rv i v or s .  F i r s t l y ,  t he  p os t ing  o f  p r i v a t e  

p h o to g r ap hs  on l i ne  can  r es u l t  i n  c a r ee r - r e l a t ed  ch a l l eng es  an d  

i n t e rp e rs on a l  r e l a t i o ns h i p  i s s u es .  S econ d l y ,  T FSV  i s  as soc i a t ed  wi th  an  

i n c r ea s ed  r i s k  o f  su i c id a l  t end en c i es ,  p a r t i cu l a r l y  amo ng  v u l n er ab l e  

w o men .  Las t l y ,  s u rv iv o rs  o f  T FS V m ay  a l so  f ace  th r ea t s  f r om  t h i rd  

p a r t i e s  o r  ex -p a r t ne r s ,  m a r k in g  ano the r  d im ens i on  o f  t h e  im pac t  on  

s u rv iv or s ’  l i v es .  Mo r eov e r ,  a  qu a l i t a t i v e  s tu dy  o n  18  s u r v i vo r s ’  

ex p e r i en ces  (B a t es ,  2 01 6)  i nd i ca t ed  tha t  t h e r e  a r e  s i mi l a r i t i e s  b e t w een  

t h e  e f f ec t s  o f  h av ing  nu de  o r  s exu a l ly  ex p l i c i t  im ag es  po s t ed  on l in e  

w i t ho u t  p e rmi s s io n  and  s exu a l  a s s au l t / s ex ua l  h a r a s s men t .  E sp ec i a l ly ,  

r e s ea r ch e rs  fo un d  sev e r a l  com mo n expe r i en ces  an d  m en t a l  h ea l th  i s su e s  

l i k e  l o s s  o f  t rus t ,  s e l f -b l am e ,  PTS D ,  an x i e t y ,  d ep r es s io n ,  su i c id a l i t y ,  

l o w s e l f - con f i d en ce ,  an d  s e l f - e s t e em  ( B a t es ,  2 01 6) .  In  ad d i t i o n ,  a  

r e cen t  s t ud y  con duc t ed  by  th e  Cy b e r  C i v i l  R ig h t s  (E a t on  e t  a l . ,  2 01 7 )  

s ug g es t ed  th a t  t h e  v i c t i ms  o f  “no n - con s en su a l  im ag es ”  su f f e r ed  f r om  

s ev e re  m en t a l  h ea l th  p r ob l ems .   

T h e  abo v e  d i s cus s io n  p ro v es  n o t  on ly  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a  l o t  o f  s imi l a r i t i e s  

o n  th e  w ays  s exu a l  h a r a s sm en t ,  s exu a l  a s s au l t  and  p oss ib ly  T FS V a f fec t  

i nd iv i du a l s ’  l i v e s ,  b u t  a l s o  th a t  s exu a l  v i c t imi s a t i on  i s  a  v e r y  comp l ex  

i s s u e .  A dd i t i on a l  neg a t iv e  im p ac t s  o n  t h e  m en t a l  h ea l th  o f  t h e  

s u rv iv or s  o f  s exu a l  v i o l en ce  mi gh t  a l so  s p r i ng  f r om th e  w ay  s oc i e ty  

r e ac t s  t o  t h e i r  v i c t im i s a t i on .  T he r e  i s  a ccum ul a t in g  ev id en ce ,  s t emm in g  
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m ai n l y  f ro m s tu d i es  o n  s ex u a l  a s s au l t ,  w h i ch  i nd i ca t e s  t ha t  s ex u a l  

v i c t i mi s a t io n  i s  a  co mp lex  i s su e  w h en  i t  co m es  to  b o t h  l eg a l  and  

t h e r ap eu t i c  i n t e r ven t i on .  S p ec i f i c a l l y ,  a s  P a in e  and  H anse  ( 20 02 )  

m en t i on ed ,  s ex u a l  v i c t i mi s a t io n  i s  o f t en  accom p an ied  by  s e l f -  

d i s c l os u r e .  A  re l a t i v e ly  r ecen t  s t ud y  o f  f o r ty - t w o  ch i l d r en  an d  

ad o l es cen t s  ag ed  6  t o  17  y ea rs  o ld  ( Mü n ze r  e t  a l .  2 01 6 )  fo u nd  th a t  t h e  

p a r t i c ip an t s  d id  n o t  r epo r t  t he i r  v i c t i mi s a t i on  f o r  17  m onth s .  Wh en  

r e s ea r ch e rs  as ked  th em wh y  th ey  d id  no t  d i sc lo se  t h e i r  v i c t i mi s a t io n ,  

t h e  m os t  f r eq u en t  r e s po ns e  w as  t h a t  t hey  d id  s o  b ecaus e  o f  sh am e  an d  

f ea r  o f  s o c i a l  s t i gma t i s a t i on  (M ün ze r  e t  a l . ,  20 16 ) .  

T h e  abo v e  r es u l t s  can  b e t t e r  be  u nd e r s t oo d  i f  w e  t ak e  i n to  

co ns id e r a t i on  t he  im p ac t  o f  t h e  r ape  m yt h  an d  s l u t - s h ami ng  whi ch  h av e  

b een  d i scus s ed  in  t h e  p r ev io us  s ec t io n  o n  v i c t i m - b l am in g .  As  

p r ev io us ly  d i s cu ss ed ,  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t he  f em a le  b od y  i s  a  r i sk y  s p ace  

l e ads  to  r i s k  man agem ent  s t r a t eg i es  wh i ch  a im  to  d ea l  wi t h  s ex u a l  

a s s au l t  c as e s .  A  r i sk  m an ag em ent  t a c t i c  a s s um es  t ha t  wom en  a r e  

r e s po ns i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  v i c t imi sa t i on  and ,  hen ce ,  t h ey  sh ou ld  av o i d  

ce r t a i n  beh av io ur s ,  su ch  a s  w a l k in g  a lo n e  a t  n ig h t ,  t o  m in imi z e  th e  r i s k  

o f  b e i n g  s exu a l ly  as s au l t ed  (C ar mo dy  &  C a r r in g t on ,  20 00) .  

I t  cou ld  b e  a r gu ed  t h a t  su r v iv o rs  o f  “n o n - con s ens u a l  im ag es ”  m ig h t  

a l so  b e  b l am ed  f o r  t h e i r  v i c t imi sa t io n .  In  p a r t i cu l a r ,  c amp a ig ns  an d  

s ev e ra l  adv i so r y  a r t i c l es  a t t em pt  t o  p rev en t  y ou ng  w om en  f rom  s end in g  

n u de  p i c tu r es  wh ich  r ev ea l  t he i r  i d en t i t y  t o  s t r ang e rs  (B ro w n -War sh am ,  

2 0 12 ) .  T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  so m e on l in e  n ews  w ebs i t es  wh i ch  ad v i s e  wo m en  

t o  comp l e t e l y  avo id  f i l min g  s ex u a l l y  ex p l i c i t  m a t e r i a l  i f  t h ey  w an t  t o  
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av o i d  b e in g  v i c t ims  o f  r ev en g e  po r nog r aph y  ( G ray ,  2 01 4) .  

C on s eq uen t ly ,  a t t i t u d es  l i k e  t h es e  ab so lv e  p e rp e t r a to r s  f ro m th e i r  

r e s po ns i b i l i t y  b y  mak in g  t h e  v i c t im  f ee l  r e sp on s i b l e  f o r  t h e  h a rm  t h a t  

b e f e l l  t h em .     

T h i s  i n d i ca t es  t ha t ,  j u s t  l i ke  o th e r  t y pes  o f  s ex u a l  v i o l ence  ph enom en a ,  

s u ch  as  s ex u a l  h a r as sm en t ,  s exu a l  a s sau l t  o r  T FS V cou ld  co n t i nu e  t o  

o ccu r  as  t h e  r a t e  o f  p ro s ecu t io n  o f  t h e  p e r p e t r a to r s  r em ai ns  l ow .  A s  a  

r e s u l t ,  t h e  v i c t ims  w i l l  po ss i b l y  s u f fe r  f r om f u r th e r  h a rm  d u e  to  t h e  

m ann e r  i n  w h i ch  i ns t i t u t i on s  and  o t h e r  i n d i v id u a l s  d ea l  wi th  t h em.  T h i s  

p h en om eno n  ha s  b een  d e s c r ib ed  as  s eco n da r y  v i c t i mi s a t ion  i n  

c r im in o lo gy  ( s ee ,  fo r  ex am pl e ,  O r th ,  20 0 2) .  

 

“Non-Consensual  Post ing of  Images”  Legis lat ion  

T h e  f o l l o win g  l i t e ra t u r e  r ev i ew ’s  s ec t i on  i s  h ig h l y  r e l ev an t  a s  i t  o f f e r s  

a  com pr eh en s iv e  un d e rs t and in g  o f  t h e  ch a l l eng es  s u r ro und in g  th e  

c r im in a l i z a t io n  and  r e sp on se  t o  T FS V.  I t  sh ed s  l i g h t  o n  va r io us  l ega l  

an d  so c i e t a l  a sp ec t s  as so c i a t ed  wi th  TFS V and  h ig h l i gh t s  t h e  

l imi t a t io ns  o f  ex i s t i ng  l eg i s l a t i o n  and  p o l i c i es .  Th i s  i n fo rm at io n  i s  

c r u c i a l  i n  f r ami ng  th e  co n t ex t  i n  w h i ch  T FS V  o ccu r s  an d  u n de r s co r es  

t h e  n eed  f o r  fu r t h e r  r es ea r ch  an d  imp ro v ed  awar eness .  

I t  r ema in s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  as ce r t a i n  wh e the r  any  adv an t ages  a r o s e  f ro m t h e  

v a r i ou s  app r o ach es  to  c r imi n a l i s a t i on  an d / o r  r es po ns e  to  T FS V i n  

l eg i s l a t i on  an d  po l i c i es .  A cco r d i ng  to  C i t ro n  an d  F r ank s  (2 0 14 ) ,  t h e  

cu r r en t  l a ck  o f  ad eq u a t e  l aw s  b an n i ng  “no n - co ns en su a l  im ag es ”  mig h t  
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b e  co r r e l a t ed  wi t h  a  l ack  o f  aw a ren es s  o n  t h e  g rav i t y  o f  t h e  p r ob lem 

an d  on  t h e  po or  r esp o ns e  to  ep i so d es  o f  T FS V.  M o reov e r ,  t h e  cu r r en t  

l a ck  o f  r e l ev an t  po l i c i es  g i v es  l i mi t ed  in s i gh t  t o  so c i a l  r e s po ns e s  an d  

r ami f i c a t io ns  o f  t he  ph eno meno n .   

L aw s  h av e  th e  u ncan n y  ab i l i t y  t o  r e in fo r ce  ex i s t i ng  s t anda r d s  o f  

m o ra l i t y  and  t o  es t ab l i s h  n ew s t an d ard s  o f  mo r a l i t y  i n  so c i e ty .  L aws  

p l ay  a  dec i s i v e  r o l e  i n  co n t r ib u t in g  t o  o u r  d e s i r e  t o  b e  p e r ce iv ed  a s  a  

p r od u c t i v e  and  u pr ig h t  m em b er  o f  s o c i e t y  (C i t ro n ,  2 00 9) .  In  a  p rac t i c a l  

s ens e ,  t h e  i n t end ed  o b j ec t i v e  o f  a  l aw  i s  t o  sh ap e  p eo p l e ’ s  b eh av io ur ,  

p r ov id i ng  a  d e t e r r en t  ag a in s t  com mi t t i n g  su ch  ac t s  t h a t  a re  b an n ed  

t h ro ug h  l eg i s l a t i on .  Th e  e s t ab l i s h ed  l aw  wi l l  i d ea l l y  r e su l t  i n  an  

o v e r a l l  g r ea t e r  so c i e t a l  d i s d a in  fo r  t h e  o f f en de r s  and  w i l l  a l s o  

l eg i t imi ze  th e  p ub l i c  p e r cep t io n  th a t  t h e  v i c t im s  a r e  i n d eed  i n  n eed  o f  

s up po r t  an d  a f f i rma t i on  (C i t r on ,  20 09) .  Ho w ev e r ,  i n  t h e  co n t ex t  o f  

T FS V,  cu r ren t  l eg i s l a t i on  h as  c e r t a i n  l imi t a t io ns ,  f a i l i n g  to  a r t i cu l a t e  

t h e  nu ances  o f  t h i s  em erg in g  comp l ex  s o c i e t a l  p r ob lem and  t h e  

s ub s eq u en t  i mp ac t  o n  v i c t ims ’  l i v es .  O v e r a l l ,  by  t ak in g  i n t o  

co ns id e r a t i on  t he  l im i t s  o f  cu r ren t  l aw,  c r im in o lo g i s t s  c an  i d en t i fy  

w h e r e  f u r th e r  l eg i s l a t i o n  mus t  b e  i mp lem en t ed .  I t  i s  p r ec i s e ly  th i s  

ad ap t ed  an d  evo lv ed  l eg i s l a t i on  th a t  can  b r i n g  ab ou t  aw ar en ess  and  

cu l tu r a l  ch ang es  t o  t h e  w ay  th a t  p eop le  d ea l  wi th  t he  p h en om eno n  o f  

i mag e -b as ed  abu s e .  

T h e r e  a r e  v a r io us  d i f f i cu l t i e s  r e l a t ed  to  “n on - con sens u a l  i mag es ”  

l eg i s l a t i on  an d  c r im in a l i s a t i on .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  i t  cou ld  b e  a r g u ed  t ha t ,  

b o t h  in  c e r t a in  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  US  and  un d e r  En g l i sh  an d  We l sh  l aw,  t h e r e  
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i s  y e t  no  c l ea r  un de r s t and in g  o f  wh a t  t h i s  ph en om eno n  o f  T FS V  

i nv o l ve s  ( M cg l yn n  an d  Rack l ey ,  2 01 7 ) .  Th e  l a t t e r  m ay  h av e  t o  do  w i t h  

t h e  p r o b l em at i c  u s e  o f  t h e  m ain s t r eam  l ab e l  “ r ev eng e  p o rn ”  (M cg ly nn  

an d  Rack l ey ,  2 01 7) .  P a r t i cu l a r l y ,  t h e  t e r m “ r eveng e”  fo cus e s  on  t he  

p e r p e t r a to r ’ s  m ot i ve s  an d  f a i l s  t o  d e sc r i be  t h e  h a r m do n e  t o  t h e  

s u rv iv or s  a s  w e l l  ( fo r  m or e  o n  th i s ,  s ee  abo v e  a t  p ag e s  8 -9  ) .  M o reov e r ,  

t h e  t e rm  “p o rn ”  usu a l ly  en t a i l s  a  s en se  o f  con sen t  an d  l eg i t i m acy  

( M cgly nn  an d  Rack l ey ,  2 01 7 ) .   

A n o t he r  d i f f i cu l t y  co n cer n i ng  t he  i n s u f f i c i en t  “no n - con s en su a l  i m ag es ”  

l eg i s l a t i on  i s  r e l a t ed  t o  t h e  v ag u e  d ef in i t i on  o f  co ns en t  i n  t h e  con t ex t  

o f  a  s ex ua l  i n t e r ac t i on .  A cco r d in g  to  B r i t i s h  l aw ,  con sen t  i s  t h e  

“ f r eedo m an d  cap ac i t y ”  to  m ak e  a  cho i ce  ( M cg l y n n  and  Rack ley ,  2 01 7 ,  

p .  5 43 ) .  In  ca s es  o f  “no n - co ns en su a l  im ag es , ”  h o w ev e r ,  i t  i s  m o re  

d i f f i cu l t  t o  d e f in e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  co ns en t  w as  g iv en  s i nce  th e  im ages  

a r e  us ua l ly  t ak en  wi th  th e  i nd i v i du a l ’ s  con s en t ,  b u t  i t  i s  t h e  s ub s eq u en t  

d i s t r i b u t i on  o f  t h ose  im ag es  t h a t  i s  n on - con s ens u a l  ( M cg ly n n  an d  

R ack l ey ,  20 17 ) .  

Fu r th e r  i n t r i c ac i e s  a r i s e  b ecau s e  o f  t he  in con s i s t en t  co ncep t io ns  o f  f r e e  

s p eech .  Fo r  ex ample ,  i n  t h e  U n i t ed  S t a t e s ,  t h e  F i r s t  Am end m ent  a l l o ws  

c i t i z ens  t o  sh a r e  t he i r  i d eas ,  ev en  i f  t h e  l a t t e r  a re  ag a i ns t  g ov e r nm en t a l  

b e l i e f s .  H en ce ,  a l t ho u gh  o bs cen e  s pee ch  i s  un p ro t ec t ed  by  th e  

A m er i can  l aw,  p o r no g r ap hy  i s  p r o t ec t ed  by  th e  F i r s t  Am en dm ent  

( G enn ,  20 14 ) .  Th e re f o r e ,  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  d i f f i cu l ty  t o  p r oh ib i t  “no n -

co ns ens u a l  im ag es”  s t em s  f ro m th e  f ac t  t ha t  t h e  i n d i v id u a l  h a s  

p r ev io us ly  accep t ed  t o  d i sp l ay  h i s  o r  h e r  n aked  b od y  an d ,  hen ce ,  t h e  
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l a t t e r  c an  b e  th e  s ub j ec t  o f  pu b l i c  d i s cu ss io ns  in  wh i ch  an y on e  can  

p a r t i c ip a t e  ( Ko pp e lm an ,  2 01 6 ) .  Co ns eq u en t ly ,  t h e  p r i n c ip l e  o f  f r e e  

s p eech  cou ld  b e  c r i t i c i z ed  a s  con t r ad i c t o ry  b ecau s e ,  o n  t he  on e  h and ,  i t  

a l l o ws  a l l  c i t i z ens  t o  p ro p ag a t e  t h e i r  i d ea s ,  an d ,  o n  t h e  o th e r  h and ,  i t  

ex c lu des  th os e  w i th  s po i l ed  i d en t i t y ,  s u ch  as  v i c t im s  o f  s exu a l  v io l en ce  

f ac i l i t a t ed  v i a  t e chn o l og y ,  f r om  t he  pu b l i c  d i s cou rs e .  Tha t  p os s ib ly  

m eans  th a t  s t i g m at i z ed  i nd i v i du a l s  a r e  d i s co ur ag ed  f r om  s p eak i n g  

ab ou t  t h e i r  exp e r i en ce  o f  T FS V ,  es p ec i a l ly  w h en  t h ey  k no w  t ha t  t h e  

l aw sh o ws  to l e r an ce  to w ard s  t h e i r  v i c t i mi s a t io n  ( L a i ,  2 016 ) .   

A l on g  wi t h  th e  abov e -m en t i on ed  d e f in i t i o n a l  i s su es  an d  th e  

i n co ns i s t en t  con cep t io ns  a s s o c i a t ed  wi t h  f r e e  sp eech  an d  co ns en t ,  t h e r e  

a r e  a l so  s om e l imi t a t i on s  i n  a  l eg a l  s en s e .  In  p a r t i cu l a r ,  i n  a  “ r ev eng e  

p o rn ”  t r i a l ,  i t  sh ou l d  b e  p ro ved  th a t :  a )  t h e  d e f en dan t  t h rea t en ed  th e  

accu se r  wi t h  sh a r i ng  nu de  im ag es  w i tho u t  h i s  o r  h e r  co nsen t ,  b )  i n  c as e  

t h e  sex ua l ly  ex p l i c i t  m a te r i a l  w as  p os t ed  on  a  sp ec i f i c  web s i t e ,  t h e  

d e f end an t  w as  i nd eed  t h e  pe r so n  wh o  u p l o ad ed  t h e  a fo r em en t i on ed  

m at e r i a l  on  th a t  w eb s i t e ,  and  c )  t h e  a im  o f  t h e  d e f en d an t  w as  to  h a rm  

t h e  accu s er  (L on a rd o ,  M ar t l an d  and  Wh i t e ,  2 01 6 ) .  I t  i s  e a s i ly  

u n de r s to od  t h en  tha t  t h e  t r i a l  o f  r ev eng e  p o rn  ca s es  i s  n o t  an  ea sy  t as k .   

D es p i t e  l im i t a t i on s ,  s om e  s t eps  h ave  been  t ak en  ea r l y  t o  d ea l  wi t h  

“n on - con sens u a l  imag es . ”  Wi t ho u t  sp ec i f i c  s t a tu t e s  aga ins t  t h e  

d i s t r i b u t i on  o f  “non - con s ens u a l  im ages , ”  i n  t h e  Un i t ed  S ta t es  t h e  

a t t en t i on  w as  p r ima r i l y  f ocus ed  on  cop y r i gh t  an d  to r t  l aw s  as  

a l t e r n a t i v es  f o r  t h e  p un i sh men t  o f  t h os e  wh o  pos t ed  n on -co ns en s u a l  

s exu a l ly  ex p l i c i t  ma t e r i a l  (K op p e lm an ,  20 16 ;  P en ,  20 15 ) .  Sp ec i f i c a l ly ,  
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p r op on en t s  o f  co pyr i gh t  l aw a rg u ed  t ha t  t h r ou gh  t h i s  ap pr o ach  t h e  

v i c t i ms  cou ld  p ro t ec t  t h ems e l v es ,  a s  t h e  o n l y  au th o rs  o f  t h e  i m ag es  

( G o l dn i ck ,  20 15 ) .  H o w ev e r ,  co py r ig h t  l aw h as  b een  h ig h l y  c r i t i c i z ed  as  

i n ad equ a t e  s i n ce  i t  d o es  n o t  t ak e  in to  co ns id e r a t i on  t ha t ,  ev en  i f  t h e  

v i c t i ms  to ok  s om e p h o to g r ap hs ,  t h ey  a r e  no t  r es po ns i b l e  f o r  any  p os t ed  

d e t a i l s  r e l a t ed  t o  t h em (B a r t ow ,  20 08) .  On  th e  o th e r  h and ,  t o r t  l aw w as  

i n i t i a l l y  cons id e r ed  a s  ano th e r  wi nd ow f o r  T FS V su rv iv o r  p ro t ec t io n .  

A cco rd in g  t o  p ro pon en t s  o f  t h e  t o r t  l aw  app ro ach ,  s u r v i vo r s  o f  “n on -

co ns ens u a l  im ag es”  cou ld  b e  p ro t ec t ed  i f  t h ey  co u ld  p r ove  th a t  t h e  

p e r p e t r a to r  a im ed  to  c au s e  t h em  in t en t i on a l  em ot i on a l  h a rm  o r  v i o l a t ed  

t h e i r  p r iv acy  by  d i s c lo s in g  th e i r  p e r so n a l  i n f o rm at i on  (Pen ,  20 15 ) .  In  

e s s en ce ,  t h e  t o r t  l aw  app ro ach  i s  mo r e  f o cu s ed  o n  t h e  su rv iv o rs ’  h a rm 

i ns t ead  o f  l oo k i ng  f o r  t h e  co py r i gh t s  o f  t he  pu b l i sh ed  p ho to g rap hs .  

H o w ev e r ,  t h e  t o r t  l aw  app ro ach  h as  a l s o  so m e l imi t a t io ns .  I t s  

o p po nen t s  m a in l y  h i gh l ig h t  t h e  f ac t  t ha t  t h e  s u rv i vo r  s hou ld  b e  in  a  

p os i t i on  t o  p r ov id e  th e  co ur t  wi t h  d e t a i l s  abo u t  t h e  i d en t i t y  o f  t h e  

d e f end an t — a  t as k  ex t rem ely  d i f f i cu l t  t o  be  ach i ev ed  i n  s om e  o ccas i o ns  

b ecaus e  o f  t h e  anon ym i ty  a f f o rd ed  by  th e  In t e rn e t  (C i t ron  an d  F r ank s ,  

2 0 14 ;  L ev en do ws k i ,  20 14 ) .   

T h e  c r i mi na l  s t a t u t e s  com p r i se  a  t h i r d  t o o l  i n  t h e  f i gh t  ag a in s t  “no n -

co ns ens u a l  im ag es . ”  Al th ou gh  t he r e  i s  cu r ren t l y  no  f ed e ra l  s t a tu t e  fo r  

t h e  c r im in a l i s a t io n  o f  “n on - co ns ens u a l  im ag es ” ,  t h i r t y - sev en  s t a t e s  an d  

Was h in g t on ,  D .C .  hav e  c r imi n a l  s t a t u t e s  ag a i ns t  t h e  no n -co ns ens u a l  

d i s t r i b u t i on  o f  s exu a l  m a t e r i a l  ( Do n i ck ,  2 01 7) .  Fo r  t h e  p r o po n en t s  o f  

u s i ng  c r imi n a l  s t a tu t es  t o  co mb at  r ev en g e  po r no g raph y ,  t h i s  ap pr o ach  



57 
 

i s  t h e  mo s t  su i t ab l e  b ecau se  i t  c an  d e t e r  t h e  p e rp e t r a t o r  by  r eco gn i s i ng  

n o n- con s ens u a l  p o rn o gr aph y  a s  a  n ew f o rm  o f  s exu a l  ab us e  (C i t r on  an d  

F r an ks ,  20 14 ) .  S ome  s ch o l a r s ,  ho w ev er ,  a re  ag a i ns t  t h e  c r im in a l  

s t a tu t es  app r o ach ,  m en t i on in g  t h a t  i t  co u l d  l e ad  t o  o ve r -c r im in a l i s a t i on  

an d  th a t  i t  co u l d  p ro v e  p ro b l em at i c  i n  r e l a t i on  t o  t h e  con sen t  do c t r i n e  

an d  th e  id en t i f i c a t io n  o f  t h e  p e rp e t r a to r  (P a t t on ,  20 15 ) .   

E v en  t ho ug h  th e  l eg i s l a t i o n  r e l a t ed  to  T FS V  i s  s t i l l  a t  a  n a s cen t  s t ag e  

o f  d ev e lo pm ent ,  t he r e  a r e  som e  co un t r i e s  - i n c lu d i ng  th e  U K -  t ha t  h av e  

a l r ead y  b an n ed  r even g e  po r no gr aph y .  S p ec i f i c a l l y ,  i n  t h e  U K in  

Feb r u a ry  2 01 5 ,  a  l eg i s l a t i o n  w as  i n t rod u ced  acco rd in g  t o  w h ich  th e  

n o n- con s ens u a l  d i s t r i bu t io n  o f  s ex ua l  m at e r i a l  i s  con s id er ed  an  o f f en se  

w h ich  ca r r i es  a  max im um p en a l ty  o f  tw o  y ea rs  i n  j a i l  (Bo n d  an d  T yr e l l ,  

2 0 18 ) .  Al t ho ug h  t he  l aw  cam e in t o  f o rce  on  1 3  A pr i l  20 15 ,  e a r l y  

r e s ea r ch  o n  i t s  ap p l i c a t io n  in d i ca t es  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  so m e 

l imi t a t io ns  i n  t h e  f i gh t  ag a in s t  T FS V.  P a r t i cu l a r l y ,  Bo nd  an d  Ty r e l l  

( 2 01 8 )  con du c t ed  an  on l in e  su r v ey  con ce r n in g  th e  p o l i c e  f o r ce s ’  

u n de r s t an d i ng  o f  r ev eng e  p o rn og r ap hy  in  M ar ch  2 01 7 .  T hey  fo un d  th a t  

t h e r e  i s  a  mi s un d e rs t an d in g  o f  t h e  t e rm  “n on - co ns ens u a l  i mag es ”  b y  t h e  

au th or i t i e s  and  th a t  t h e r e  i s  a  n eed  f o r  a  b e t t e r  t r a i n i ng  o f  t h e  p o l i c e  

f o r ces  i n  o r d e r  fo r  t h em to  re sp on d  b e t t e r  i n  r ev eng e  p orn  cas e s  an d  

p r o t ec t  v i c t im s  (B on d  and  Ty r e l l ,  20 18 ) .  Co ns eq u en t ly ,  i t  i s  nece ss a ry  

f o r  t h e  aca d emi a  t o  sh ed  mo r e  l i g h t  o n  th e  “n on - co ns ens ua l  im ag es ”  

p h en om eno n  i n  o rde r  f o r  i t  t o  b e  be t t e r  un d e rs t oo d ,  n o t  on ly  b y  th os e  

w h o  a r e  r es po ns ib l e  f o r  l aw en fo r cemen t ,  b u t  a l s o  by  s oc i e t y  i n  

g en e ra l .  
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In  s umm ar y ,  t h e  p ro v i d ed  l i t e r a t u r e  r ev i ew  i s  r e l ev an t  as  i t  o f f e r s  

v a lu ab l e  i n s ig h t s  i n to  t he  g lo b a l  con tex t  o f  T FS V.  T o  enh an ce  i t s  

r e l ev an ce ,  i t  i s  im po r t an t  t o  co ns id e r  i t  w i t h in  t h e  G reek  co n t ex t  and  

ex amin e  h ow  T FS V i s  p e r ce iv ed  and  ad d r es sed  in  G r eece ,  t ak i ng  i n t o  

acco un t  an y  un iq u e  l eg a l ,  cu l t u r a l ,  o r  s o c i e t a l  f a c to r s  t h a t  m ay  b e  a t  

p l ay .  Th i s  l o ca l i zed  pe r sp ec t i v e  can  co n t r i bu t e  t o  a  m or e  

co mp r eh ens i v e  un de r s t and in g  o f  T FSV and  i n fo rm  e f f ec t iv e  s t r a t eg i e s  

f o r  p r ev en t i on  an d  r e s po ns e  in  G r eece .   
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 Chapter 2: Methodology  

T hi s  ch ap t e r  s e rv e s  a s  a  ro ad m ap  f o r  t h e  cu r r en t  r es ea r ch  s t ud y .  I t  

s t a r t s  b y  j us t i fy in g  th e  ch o i ce  o f  a  qua l i t a t i v e  app ro ach  t ak en  f o r  t h i s  

r e s ea r ch  p ro j ec t .  Th e  s ec t io n  on  r ea son s  f o r  em pl oy i ng  qu a l i t a t i v e  

r e s ea r ch  m et ho do l og y  e l ab or a t e s  on  t he  a l i g nm en t  wi th  r es ea r ch  

q u es t io ns  an d  ou t l i n e s  t h e  adv an t ag es  w i t h i n  t h e  s tu dy ' s  co n t ex t .  

T h e  ch ap te r  a l s o  d e l v es  i n to  t h e  r es ea rch e r ’ s  ep i s t em ol og ica l  s t an ce  

an d  ho w  i t  i n f lu en ces  t he  ch os en  r es ea r ch  d e s ig n .  I t  d i s cus s es  m et ho ds  

f o r  d a t a  co l l ec t i on ,  emp h as i z i ng  t h e  ch o i ce  o f  sp ec i f i c  me t ho ds  

( i n t e rv i ews  an d  su rv ey )  t o  add r e s s  t h e  s t ud y ’s  r e sea r ch  qu es t i on s  and  

d e t a i l i ng  t h e  ado p ted  p r o cedu r e s  and  to o l s .  T h e  d a t a  an a ly s i s  m e th od s  

s ec t io n  in t r od u ces  t h e  cho sen  an a ly s i s  app r o ach  ( th em at i c  an a ly s i s )  an d  

p r ov id es  an  o v e rv i ew  o f  t h e  p r o ces s .  T h e  r e sea r che r ’ s  po s i t i o n a l i t y  i s  

co ns id e r ed ,  a ck no wl edg i ng  p o t en t i a l  b i a se s  and  s t r a t eg i es  i n  o r d er  t o  

m in i mi ze  th em .  E t h i ca l  co ns i d e r a t i on s  an d  s t r a t eg i es  f o r  m in i mi z i ng  

r e t r aum a t i za t i on  a re  d i scus s ed ,  ens u r in g  p a r t i c i p an t  w e l l - b e i ng .  L as t ly ,  

an y  l im i t a t i on s  o f  t h e  s tu dy  a r e  ackn ow l ed g ed ,  t o ge th e r  w i t h  p l an s  t o  

ad d r es s  t h em,  o f f e r i ng  a  comp r ehens ive  ov e r v i ew  o f  t he  re s ea r ch  

m et ho do lo gy .  
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Quali tat ive  and Quanti tat ive  Approaches  

 

In  t he  on go i ng  s cho l a r ly  d i s co u rs e ,  r es ea r ch e r s  hav e  f r equ en t l y  

p os i t i on ed  qu a l i t a t i v e  an d  qu an t i t a t i ve  r e s ea r ch  m e th od o lo g i e s  i n  

o p pos i t i on .  H ow eve r ,  i t ' s  e s s en t i a l  t o  r e co gn i ze  th a t  t h i s  d eb a t e  

p r im a r i l y  h in g es  o n  th e  d i v e rg en t  ph i lo so ph i ca l  f ou nd a t io ns  o f  t he s e  

ap p ro ach es .  Po s i t i v i s t  o r  qu an t i t a t i ve  p h i lo so ph y  p l ace s  a  p a ramo un t  

em ph as i s  o n  ob jec t i v i t y ,  i nv o lv in g  th e  p u r su i t  o f  cons i s t en t  

r e l a t i on sh ip s  be tw een  v a r i ab l es  t h r ou gh  ex p e r im en t a l  m eth o ds ,  

m eas u r em en t ,  an d  cau s a l  i n f e r en ce  (R ob so n ,  2 00 2 ) .  Q u an t i t a t i ve  

r e s ea r ch  p r im a r i ly  ad d r es s e s  qu es t i ons  p e r t a in i ng  t o  “ wha t , ”  “ wh e r e , ”  

an d  “ w hen ”  and  h as  h i s t o r i c a l l y  b een  t h e  f av o u r ed  ap p roach  wi t h in  t h e  

s o c i a l  s c i en ces  ( Jon es ,  2 00 2 ) .  

In  co n t r as t ,  qu a l i t a t i v e  r e sea r ch  o f f e r s  a  d i s t i n c t  f r am ew or k  fo r  

co mp r eh end in g  su b j ec t iv e  and  i n -d ep th  ex p e r i en ces .  I t  r e j e c t s  t h e  

n o t io n  o f  a  f u l l y  kno w ab l e  ob jec t iv e  r ea l i t y  an d  un d er s co re s  t he  

i mp or t an ce  o f  exam in i ng  p h en om en a  w i t h i n  t h e i r  sp ec i f i c  con tex t u a l  

s e t t i ng s  (R ob so n ,  20 0 2) .  Th i s  ap pr o ach  p r ov id es  m o re  roo m f o r  

i n t e rp r e t a t iv e  c r ea t i v i t y  ( D en z i n  & L in co l n ,  2 00 0 ) .  

T h e  p r es en t  s tu d y  a l ig ns  i t s e l f  wi t h  t he  qu a l i t a t i v e  p a r ad ig m,  a l l ow in g  

p a r t i c ip an t s  t h e  f r eed om  to  ex p r es s  t he i r  t h ou gh t s  and  exp e r i en ces  

au th en t i c a l ly  ( Ba r ke r  e t  a l . ,  2 00 2) .  Q ua l i t a t i v e  r es ea r ch  ex ce l s  i n  

c ap tu r i ng  th e  u n i que  p e r s pec t iv e s  o f  sp ec i f i c  g r o u ps  an d  u n ea r th s  

d iv e r s e  re sp on s es  s t em mi ng  f r om in d iv id u a l  exp e r i en ces  ( C a r ro l l  &  
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R ot he ,  20 10 ;  Al d er f e r  &  So od ,  20 16 ) .  I t  c en t r es  o n  ho w  in d i v i du a l s  

m ak e  s ens e  o f  t h e i r  w o r ld  an d  in t e r p r e t  ev en t s  (Wi l l i g ,  200 6 ) ,  wh e r e  

s ub j ec t i v i t y  ho l ds  a  c en t r a l  p l ace  (B r i t i sh  P sy ch o l og ica l  S o c i e ty ,  

2 0 06 ) .  

 

R ea son s  fo r  Em plo y in g  Qua l i ta t i v e  R es ea rch  Met hod o l og y  

T hi s  qu a l i t a t i v e  s t ud y  a ims  t o  exp l o r e  T FS V fo cus i ng  o n  th e  p o t en t i a l  

t r au m at i c  e f f ec t s  o f  t h e  n on - co ns ensua l  d i s s em in a t io n  o f  s ex u a l l y  

ex p l i c i t  m a t e r i a l  on  s u rv iv or s  a s  w e l l  a s  on  t h e  w ay s  i n  w h ich  po l i c e  

an d  exp e r t s  r es po nd  t o  t h e i r  v i c t imi za t io n .  G iv en  t h a t  T FS V i s  a  

r e l a t i v e l y  n ew  p h en om eno n  and  th a t  so  f a r  t h e r e  h a s  b een  l i t t l e  

l i t e ra tu r e  on  t h e  t op i c ,  t h i s  p r o j ec t  d id  no t  a t t em pt  t o  t e s t  a  p a r t i cu l a r  

h y po t h es i s .  In s t ead ,  t h i s  r es ea r ch  s eeks  t o  add  w e ig h t  t o  p r ev io us  

t h eo r i e s  an d  ex amin e  wh e t h er  p r ev io us  t h eo r e t i c a l  p e r sp ec t i v es  an d  

r e s ea r ch  f in d in gs  on  s exu a l  v io l en ce  a l so  ap p ly  i n  c as e s  o f  im a g e- b as ed  

ab us e  o r  t h ey  h av e  p a r t i a l  exp l an a t o ry  v a l u e .  

T o  ens u r e  a  com pr eh ens iv e  u nd e rs t and i ng  o f  t h e  ex p er i ence s  o f  

s u rv iv or s  i n  t h e  con t ex t  o f  T FSV ,  th i s  s t ud y  em pl oy s  i n -d ep t h  

i n t e rv i ew s  as  a  qu a l i t a t i v e  r es ea r ch  me t ho d .  In  d o in g  so ,  I  p l a ce  

s u rv iv or s ’  vo i ce s  a t  t he  fo r e f ro n t  o f  t h e  an a l ys i s ,  a l l o win g  th em  t o  

s h a r e  t h e i r  p e r sp ec t iv es  an d  n ar r a t iv es  i n  t h e i r  o wn  w o rds .  In - d ep th  

i n t e rv i ew s  p r ov id e  a  v a l uab l e  o pp or tun i t y  t o  co l l e c t  r i ch ,  d e t a i l ed  d a t a  

( K v a l e ,  20 07 )  t h a t  c ap tu r es  t h e  n u an ces  an d  comp l ex i t i e s  o f  s u r v i vo rs '  

ex p e r i en ces ,  sh edd in g  l i gh t  o n  th e  emot i o na l ,  p sy cho l og i ca l ,  and  s oc i a l  
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i mp ac t s  o f  T FSV  on  t h e i r  l i v e s .  T h i s  m et ho do lo g i ca l  ap pr o ach  i s  

e s s en t i a l  f o r  g a in i ng  i ns ig h t s  i n to  t he  l i v ed  ex p e r i en ces  o f  su r v iv o rs  

an d  con t r ib u t es  t o  t h e  d ep t h  an d  r i chn es s  o f  ou r  f i n d in gs .  

 

Epistemology  

In  t he  r ea lm  o f  qu a l i t a t i v e  r es ea r ch ,  my  r es ea r ch  ap pr o ach  i s  f i rm ly  

g r ou nd ed  in  t wo  k ey  ph i lo so ph i ca l  p a rad igm s :  c r i t i c a l  r e a l i sm  an d  

f emi n i s t  ep i s t emo lo g y .  C r i t i c a l  r e a l i sm ,  a s  p r op os ed  by  B h as ka r  i n  

1 9 75 ,  fo rm s  th e  f ou n da t io n a l  f r am ewo r k  w hi ch  ack no wled g es  t he  

co mpl ex i t y  o f  r e a l i t y  and  th e  co ex i s t en ce  o f  s t ab l e  a sp ec t s  o f  r e a l i t y  

w i t h  t h e  so c i a l l y  em b ed d ed  and  i mp e r f ec t  n a t u r e  o f  s c i en t i f i c  i nq u i ry  

( B hask a r ,  19 75 ) .  Th i s  ap pr o ach  a l l ows  m e  to  ex p l o r e  t he  mu l t i f a ce t ed  

n a tu r e  o f  r e a l i t y ,  co ns id e r i ng  t he  ro l es  o f  i nd i v i du a l  ag en cy  and  

s t ru c t u ra l  f a c t o r s ,  en com pass in g  so c i a l ,  e con omi c ,  an d  po l i t i c a l  

co n t ex t s .  I t  co n cep t u a l i z es  t h ree  i n t e rco nn ec t ed  do m ain s  o f  r ea l i t y :  t h e  

r e a l ,  t h e  em pi r i c a l ,  and  t h e  ac t u a l  (B has k a r ,  1 97 5) .  

In  t an d em  w i th  c r i t i c a l  r ea l i s m,  an d  i n  l i ne  wi t h  i d eas  a r t i cu l a t ed  by  

s cho la r s  su ch  as  L on g i no  i n  19 94  an d  R enze t t i  i n  20 13 ,  f emi n i s t  

ep i s t emol og y  p l ays  an  equ a l ly  p iv o t a l  r o l e ,  emp h as i z i ng  th e  im po r t an ce  

o f  r ecog n i z i ng  t h e  i n t e r s ec t io na l i t y  o f  i d en t i t y  and  i t s  imp ac t  on  th e  

r e s ea r ch  p ro ce ss  ( Lo n g in o ,  1 99 4 ;  R en ze t t i ,  2 01 3 ) .  N o t ab ly ,  t h i s  

co n cep t  an d  i t s  u s e  h e r e  i s  d i s t i nc t  f rom  t he  t h eo ry  o f  i n t e r s ec t i on a l i t y .  

A s  a  f em al e  r e s ea r ch e r ,  m y  p e rs on a l  v i ew p o in t ,  s h ap ed  b y  my  
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ex p e r i en ces  an d  und e r s t an d i ng  o f  g end e r  d yn am i cs ,  s e r ve s  as  a  c ru c i a l  

l ens  t h r ou gh  w hi ch  I  ap p ro ach  t he  s tud y  o f  T FS V.  

C r i t i c a l  r e a l i sm  a l lo w s  m e  t o  d e lv e  in to  t h e  comp l ex i t i e s  o f  r ea l i t y ,  

a ck no wl edg i ng  t h e  co ex i s t en ce  o f  s t ab l e  e l em en t s  an d  t h e  so c i a l l y  

em b ed ded  n a t u r e  o f  h um an  u nd e rs t an d in g .  Th i s  app r oach  h e lp s  m e  t o  

n av i g a t e  t h e  mu l t i f a ce t ed  l ands cap e  o f  T FS V  and  t o  exp l o r e  t h e  r o l es  

o f  i nd i v i du a l  ag en cy  an d  s t ru c tu r a l  f a c t o r s .  In  t h i s  f r am ew o r k ,  s t ab l e  

a s p ec t s  o f  r e a l i t y  ex i s t  i nd ep en den t ly  o f  h um an  pe r cep t i on ,  w h i l e  

a ck no wl edg i ng  t h e  s o c i a l ly  emb edd ed  an d  imp e r f ec t  n a t u re  o f  s c i en t i f i c  

i nq u i ry .  Cr i t i c a l  r ea l i sm  en ab l es  m e  to  b r id g e  t h e  g ap  b e t w een  

o b j ec t iv e  r ea l i t y  and  i nd iv i du a l  pe r cep t io ns ,  a s  a rg ued  by  Bh ask a r  

( 1 97 5 ) .  

C om pl em en t in g  c r i t i c a l  r e a l i sm ,  f emin i s t  ep i s t emol og y  em ph as i zes  t h e  

r eco gn i t i o n  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  d im en s io n  o f  r e a l i t y  an d  th e  d i ve r s i t y  o f  

i nd iv i du a l  pe r sp ec t i v es  w i th in  i t .  I t  u nd e r s co r es  t h e  im por t an ce  o f  

co ns id e r i ng  th e  i n t e r s ec t i on a l i t y  o f  i den t i t y ,  w h i c h  a l ig ns  wi t h  my  r o l e  

a s  a  f em al e  re s ea r ch e r  w ho  i s  a t t u n ed  t o  t h e  nu an ces  o f  gen d e r  

d y nami cs .  In  t h i s  r e s ea r ch ,  I  a im  to  am pl i f y  t h e  vo i ce s  o f  ma r g i na l i z ed  

an d  un d e r r ep r es en ted  g r ou ps ,  i n c l ud i ng  s u rv iv or s  o f  T FSV ,  w om en  

g r app l in g  wi th  T FSV ,  an d  p r o f es s io n a l s  i n  a s so c i a t i on s  and  t h e  l eg a l  

f i e l d  d ed i ca t ed  to  ad d r es s in g  th i s  i s s ue .  

Fo r  t h e  pu rp os e s  o f  t h i s  r e s ea r ch ,  I  h av e  ch os en  Th em a t i c  A n a ly s i s  a s  a  

q u a l i t a t i v e  m e th od  f o r  an a l ys i ng  d a t a ,  en ab l i ng  m e  to  c ap tu r e  t h e  r i ch ,  

co n t ex t - s pec i f i c  n a r r a t i ve s  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p an t s  and  t h e  un i qu e  



64 
 

ch a l l en g es  th ey  f ace  wi th i n  th e  b ro ad er  so c i a l  co n t ex t .  Th i s  comb in ed  

ap p ro ach ,  i n f o r m ed  b y  c r i t i c a l  r e a l i sm and  f emi n i s t  ep i s t em olo gy ,  i s  

d e s i gn ed  t o  p ro v ide  a  d eepe r  an d  m o re  nu an ced  u nd e rs t an d i ng  o f  t h e  

co mpl ex  i s s u es  s u r r o un d i ng  T FS V ,  p a r t i cu l a r l y  i n  r e l a t i on  t o  g en d er  

d y nami cs .  I t  f ac i l i t a t es  an  ex p l o r a t io n  o f  t h e  mu l t i f a ce t ed  r ea l i t i e s  o f  

T FS V,  w hi l e  t ak in g  in to  accou n t  t h e  d iv e r s i t y  o f  i nd iv i dua l  ex pe r i en ces  

an d  th e  in f l u en ce  o f  t h e  b ro ad er  s o c i a l  con t ex t .  

In  s um m ar y ,  my  r es ea r ch  d i s t i n c t ly  em b race s  bo t h  c r i t i ca l  r e a l i s m an d  

f emi n i s t  ep i s t emo lo g y  as  fo un d a t i on a l  f r amew or ks .  Cr i t i c a l  r e a l i sm  

g r an t s  m e  th e  t oo l s  t o  n av ig a t e  t h e  com pl ex i t i e s  o f  r e a l i t y  an d  th e  

co ex i s t en ce  o f  s t ab l e  an d  so c i a l ly  co ns t ru c t ed  as p ec t s  o f  k n o w ledg e ,  

w h i l e  f emi n i s t  ep i s t em ol og y  un d er s co re s  t he  s ig n i f i c an ce  o f  

r e co gn i z in g  t h e  so c i a l  d im en s i on s  o f  r e a l i t y  an d  t h e  in t e r s ec t io n a l i t y  o f  

i d en t i t y .  T h i s  co mbi n ed  ap pr o ach  a l l ow s  f o r  a  mo r e  comp r eh en s iv e  

ex p l o r a t io n  o f  t h e  m ul t i f a ce t ed  i s s u es  r e l a t ed  to  T FSV  an d  g en d e r  

d y nami cs ,  ens u r in g  th a t  t h e  vo i ce s  o f  m a rg in a l i z ed  and  

u n de r r ep r e sen t ed  g r o up s  a r e  h ear d  and  u nd e rs t oo d  wi th in  t h e  b r o ad e r  

co n t ex t .  

 

Research Design  

R es ea rch  qu es t i ons   

T w o r es ea r ch  q u es t i on s  and  th r ee  su b -q u es t io ns  g u i d ed  the  s t r a t eg y  and  

m et ho do lo gy  u s ed  in  t h i s  s tu dy :  

1 )  Wh at  a re  t h e  su rv iv o rs ’  exp e r i ence s  o f  T FS V ?  
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1 A )  H ow  d o  su r v i vo r s  i n t e r p r e t  t h e i r  ex p e r i en ce  o f  T FSV  a s  

i mp ac t i ng  t h e i r  su bs equ en t  l i f e  t r a j e c to r i e s  and  o u t co m es?  

2 )  Wh at  a re  t h e  i n s t i t u t io n a l  r e sp on s es  –  b o t h  go v er nm en t a l  an d  

n o n- go v e rnm en t a l  –  t o  T FS V -r e l a t ed  v i c t i mi s a t io n ?  

2 A )  Wh at  a r e  G r eek  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s ’  pe r cep t io ns  o f  T FS V and  o f  

t h e  w ay s  th ey  r es po n d  t o  i t ?  

2 B )  Ho w do  p r o fe s s io n a l s  wo rk in g  i n  co un s e l l i n g  an d  sup p or t  

( e . g . ,  men t a l  h ea l th  p ro f es s i on a l s ,  l awy e r s ,  e t c . )  r e sp on d  t o  

i n c id en t s  o f  T FSV ?  

Qu al i t a t iv e  Res ea rch  App roa ch  

Q u al i t a t i v e  r es ea r ch  r eco gn i z e s  an d  inv es t i g a t es  t h e  ex i s t en ce  an d  

i n t e r ac t i on s  o f  m any  pe r sp ec t i v es  an d  o p i n i on s .  H ow ev e r ,  t h i s  

i n fo rm at io n  can no t  b e  com pr eh en d ed  w i t ho u t  a ckn o wl edg in g  th e  

m ean in g  th a t  i nd i v id u a l s  a t t r i b u t e  t o  t h a t  i n fo rm a t io n ,  t he i r  t h ou gh t s ,  

em ot i on s ,  a t t i t u d es ,  an d  b eh av io u rs  ( I l l i n g wo r t h ,  2 00 6 ) .  

Fo r  t h i s  s tu dy ,  a  q ua l i t a t i v e  r es ea r ch  s t r a t egy  w as  us ed  becau s e  

q u a l i t a t i v e  app ro ach es  a r e  p a r t i cu l a r ly  b en e f i c i a l  i n  d e t e rm in i ng  t h e  

m ean in g  th a t  p eop le  a s s i gn  t o  s i t u a t i on s  th a t  t h ey  en co un t e r  ( M er r i am,  

1 9 98 ) .  Ph eno m en o lo g y  wi l l  be  u t i l i zed  p r ec i s e ly  t o  exp lo r e  h ow  

i nd iv i du a l s  con s t ruc t  u nd e rs t and in g  o f  t h e  to p i c  b e i ng  exami n ed ,  i . e . ,  

t h e  e f f ec t s  o f  no n -co ns ens u a l  d i s t r i b u t io n  o f  s exu a l  m at e r i a l  o n  

s u rv iv or s ’  l i v es ,  t he  w ay  i n  w h i ch  t he  au th or i t i e s  s ee  t h e i r  

v i c t i mi s a t io n  e t c .  A cco rd in g  t o  Cr e sw e l l  ( 2 00 3 ) ,  qu a l i t a t i v e  r es ea r ch  i s  

ex t r em ely  u s e f u l  wh en  th e  r e s ea r ch  sam pl e  i s  sm a l l –  i n  t h i s  ca s e ,  
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t w en ty - e i gh t  s u rv i vo r s  h av e  b een  i n t e rv i ew ed  and  t en  p r o f e s s io n a l s  

( amo ng  t h e  10  p r o fe s s i on a l s ,  t h e r e  a r e :  t wo  m en t a l  h ea l t h  cou ns e l lo r s ,  

s ix  cy b er s ecu r i t y  ex p e r t s ,  and  t wo  l awy e r s ) .  In  add i t i on ,  I  m an ag ed  to  

co l l e c t  d a t a  b y  t en  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  t h r ou g h  an  o n l i n e  qu es t i on n a i r e  ( s ee  

t h e  sec t io ns  b e lo w f o r  f u r t he r  d e t a i l ) .  In  r e s ea rch  m eth odo lo gy ,  

p h en om eno l og y  i s  a l so  s e l ec t ed  t o  g en e r a t e  t hem es  and  e s t ab l i sh  

s ig n i f i c an t  l i n ks  t ha t  co n t r ib u t e  t o  t h e  f o rm at i on  o f  n ew k n ow ledg e  

( M ou s t ak es ,  1 99 4) .  

T h e  qu a l i t a t i v e  r e sea r ch  m eth od o l og ies  u t i l i z ed  in  t h i s  s tu d y  a r e  

d i s cuss ed  in  f u r t he r  d e t a i l  i n  t h e  s ec t io ns  b e lo w w hi ch  i nc l ud e  

i n fo rm at io n  on  m eth o ds  f o r  da t a  co l l ec t i on  an d  an a ly s i s .  T h e  m ain  

p u rp os e  o f  t h i s  s t ud y  i s  t o  un de r s t an d  su r v i vo rs ’  exp e r i en ce s  and  h ow  

p o l i c e  an d  p ro f es s io n a l s  p e r ce i v e  and  d ea l  wi t h  T FS V ca se s .  Th i s  

m eans  th a t  t h i s  p r o j ec t  i s  ex p l o ra to r y  b ecaus e  no t  so  m any  s tu d i es  h av e  

b een  con du c t ed  so  f a r  fo cus i ng  o n  th i s  t op ic  ( fo r  ex cep t io ns ,  s ee  abo ve  

a t  p age  1 0 .  Ex plo r a t o ry  r e s ea r ch  i s  d e f i n ed  as  r e s ea r ch  con d uc t ed  to  

i nv es t i g a t e  a  r e l a t i v e ly  u nd e rs tu d i ed  p r ob lem.  I t  i s  c a r r i ed  o u t  t o  g a in  a  

b e t t e r  un d er s t an d i ng  o f  t h e  cu r r en t  p r ob l em ( E lm an ,  2 02 0) .   

T h e  s t ud y ' s  a i ms  an d  m eth od s  w e r e  r ev i ew ed  and  ap pr oved  b y  a n  e t h i c s  

r ev i ew  b oa r d  a t  t h e  U n i ve r s i t y  o f  Ess ex  ( s ee  A pp end i x  A ) .  
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Methods for  Data  Col lect ion  

R es ea rch  P a r t i c ipa nt s  

R esea r ch  p a r t i c ip an t s  i n  t h i s  p r o j ec t  w e r e  s ep ar a t ed  in  t h r ee  d i f f e r en t  

g r ou ps .  Th e  m ai n  pa r t i c i p an t s  i n  t h i s  r e s ea r ch  p r o j ec t  w e re  G r eek  

s u rv iv or s  o f  T FS V a s  t h i s  s tu dy  s eek s  t o  exp l o r e  t h e  imp ac t  o f  T FS V  

o n t o  th e i r  l i v es  ( t o t a l  n um b er  o f  p a r t i c i p an t s :  2 8 ) .  Τh e  seco nd  g r ou p  o f  

r e s ea r ch  p a r t i c ip an t s  w e r e  G reek  po l i ce  o f f i c e r s  a s  t h i s  s tu d y  a l so  

s eeks  to  ex am in e  the i r  p e r cep t io ns  o f  T FS V an d  th e  w ays  th ey  r es po nd  

t o  i t  ( t o t a l  n um b er  o f  p a r t i c ip an t s :  15 ) .  Th e  th i r d  r es ea r ch  g r ou p  o f  

r e s ea r ch  p a r t i c ip an t s  a r e  p ro f es s io n a l s  w o rk i ng  i n  cou ns e l l i n g  and  

s up po r t in g  ag en c i es  wh o  h av e  w or k ed  v e ry  c lo s e ly  wi t h  v i c t i ms  o f  

T FS V s in ce  th i s  r es ea r ch  p r o j ec t  s eeks  t o  ex ami ne  t h e  way  i n  wh i ch  

s u ch  p r o f e s s i on a l s  r e s po nd  to  t h e i r  v i c t i mi s a t io n  ( to t a l  nu mb e r  o f  

p a r t i c ip an t s :  10 ) .   

G en e r a l l y  sp eak in g  ( f o r  m o re  d e t a i l ,  s e e  su b -s ec t i on s  b e lo w ) ,  

p a r t i c ip an t s  w er e  no t i f i ed  o f  t h e  go a l  o f  t he  cu r r en t  s tu dy ,  r e s ea r ch  

p r o t oco l s ,  p o t en t i a l  adv an t ag es  o f  t h e  cu r r en t  r es ea r ch  p ro j ec t ,  t h e i r  

r i gh t  t o  wi t hd r aw f r o m t h e  s tu d y  a t  any  t im e ,  an d  con f i d en t i a l i t y  o f  

s ens i t i ve  d a t a  as  a  f i r s t  s t ep  in  t h e  i n t e r v i ew  p ro cedu r e  [ f o r  f u r t he r  

d e t a i l s ,  s e e  Ap p en d i ces  B ;  B ( a ) ;  E  and  F ] .  S im ul t aneo us ly ,  I  p r es en t ed  

m ys e l f  b o th  as  a  P hD  r es ea r ch e r  a t  t h e  U n i ve r s i t y  o f  Ess ex  an d  a s  

M an ag i n g  Di r ec to r  o f  CS I  In s t i t u t e  t o  e s t ab l i sh  a  po s i t i v e  r e l a t i o ns h i p  

w i t h  r es po nd e r s  and  ex h i b i t  k no wl edge  o f  T FS V (C r es w el l ,  1 99 4) .  T he  

C yb e r  Secu r i t y  In t e r n a t io n a l  In s t i t u t e  ( CS I  In s t i t u t e )  i s  a  G r eek  n on -

g o ve r nm en t a l  g ro up  a im in g  to  r a i s e  cy b e r  aw a ren es s  and  su pp o r t  p e o p l e  
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w h o h av e  b een  v i c t i mi z ed  o n l i n e .  In  t h e  t h r ee  s ec t io ns  be l ow ,  I  

i l l u s t r a t e  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  p r ac t i c es  I  u s ed  to  ap p ro ach  an d  r ec r u i t  

p a r t i c ip an t s  i n  e ach  o f  t h e  t h ree  g r oup s ;  I  a l so  i l l u s t r a t e  h ow  t he  d a t a  

w as  co l l e c t ed ,  n ame l y  t h ro ug h  in t e r v i ew s  ( in  t h e  cas e  o f  s u rv iv or s  and  

p r ac t i t i on e rs )  an d  a  q ues t i on n a i r e  ( on ly  f o r  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s ) .     

 

A )  Su rv iv o rs  

•   R ecru i tm en t  o f  Surv iv o rs  

T h e  s am pl e  f o r  t h i s  q ua l i t a t i v e  s t ud y  cu r r en t l y  co ns i s t s  o f  t wen t y -e ig h t  

p a r t i c ip an t s  (n =28 )  w ho  h av e  s e l f - id en t i f i ed  a s  su r v iv o rs  o f  “ rev en g e  

p o rn og r aph y . ”  T o  be  s e l ec t ed  fo r  t h i s  s tu dy ,  p a r t i c i p an t s  h ad  to  b e  a t  

l e as t  18  y ea rs  o ld  an d  s e l f - i den t i f y  a s  “ r ev en g e  po r n ”  su rv iv o rs ;  i n  m y  

r ec r u i t i n g  ma t e r i a l  ( f o r  f u r th e r  d e t a i l s ,  s e e  Ap p en d i ces  C ;  D ;  an d  G ) ,  I  

u s ed  t h e  m u ch  c r i t i c i z ed  ( s ee  abo v e  a t  p ag e s  8 -9 )  t e r m “ rev eng e  p or n ”  

a s  t h i s  i s  ho w th e  ph eno m en on  i s  k no wn  as  an d  ca l l ed  in  G r eece .  Th i s  

a l l o w ed  th e  re s ea r ch  t o  i n c l ud e  a  va r i e t y  o f  i n c i den t s ,  r ang in g  f ro m a  

m ass i v e  on l in e  d i s c l os u re  o f  s u r v i vo rs ’  nu d e  im ag es /v id eo s ,  t o  s ex ua l  

m at e r i a l  b e in g  ex ch ang ed  on  a  sm al l e r  s ca l e  ( s u ch  as  amo n g  t h e i r  g ro up  

o f  a cq ua in t an ces ) ,  t o  t h e  c r ea t io n  o f  f ak e  p r o f i l e s  wi t h  t h e i r  d a t a  on  

p o rn  an d  d a t i ng  s i t e s  o r  ev en  t o  t h e  v i c t i ms  b e i ng  t h r ea t en ed  wi th  th e  

d i s c l os u r e  o f  s u ch  m at e r i a l  (P ow el l  and  H en ry ,  20 16 ;  C i t ro n  and  

F r an ks ,  20 14 ) .   

U s i ng  p u rp os i v e  s am pl i ng  (O r che r ,  201 6 ) ,  t h e  r e c r u i t m en t  o f  t h e  

p a r t i c ip an t s  t oo k  p l ace  v i a  so c i a l  m ed ia  and  s p ec i f i c a l l y  v i a  t h e  CS I  
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In s t i t u t e ’ s  Faceb ook  pag e .  Fo r  t he  l a s t  t h r ee  y ear s ,  I  h av e  h e l d  t h e  

p os i t i on  o f  M an ag in g  D i r ec t o r  a t  t h e  CS I  In s t i t u t e .  Μ y ro l e  h as  b een  t o  

m an ag e  th e  o v er a l l  o p e r a t i on s  o f  t h e  in s t i t u t io n ,  an d  coor d in a t e  p ub l i c  

aw a r en ess  p r o j ec t s  an d  ac t iv i t i e s ,  a s  we l l  a s  g r ou ps  o f  vo lu n t ee r s ,  

w h i l e  ens u r in g  su cce s s f u l  ex ecu t io n  o f  n e t wo r k in g ,  p r omo t i on s ,  and  

s emin a r s .  A mo ng  my  o th e r  r e sp o n s ib i l i t i e s ,  I  f r eq u en t ly  hav e  t o  ap p ea r  

o n  G r eek  t e l ev i s io n  and  d ig i t a l  m ed i a  a s  t he  key  sp eake r  d i s cuss in g  

ab ou t  cyb e r -b u l l y ing  an d  ho w  to  h and le  c a se s  o f  on l in e - v i c t imi s a t i on ,  

cy b e r - add ic t i on ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s a f e  i n t e r ne t  s u r f i n g  t o  p ro t ec t  ch i ld r en  an d  

t o  p rom ot e  th e  i n s t i t u t e ’ s  a c t i v i t i e s .  

A ccess  t o  po t en t i a l  p a r t i c i p an t s  w as  ga i n ed  in i t i a l l y  i n  Oc t ob e r  20 20  

t h ro ug h  m y  po s i t i on  as  t h e  M an ag in g  D i r ec to r  o f  t h e  CS I  In s t i t u t e  and  

a s  t he  co - admi n i s t ra t o r  o f  t he  CS I  In s t i t u t e  Faceb oo k  g r ou p .  In i t i a l l y ,  I  

t a l k ed  i n  p e r so n  to  M ano l i s  S f ak i an ak i s ,  t h e  c o - adm in i s t ra t o r  o f  t he  

Faceb oo k  g ro up  CSI  In s t i t u t e  an d  th e  Fo u nd e r  o f  CS I  In s t i t u t e .  My  

i n t en t i on  w as  t o  pos t  a  r e c ru i tm en t  m es s ag e  o n  t h i s  FB  g ro u p ;  

t h e r e f o r e ,  I  ex p l a i ned  t o  h im  t he  o b j ec t iv es  o f  my  r es ea r ch  an d  i t s  

p os s i b l e  b en e f i t s  t o  p a r t i c i p an t s .  S u ch  b en e f i t s  i n c l ud ed  th e  s h ap in g  o f  

m o re  e f f ec t iv e  an d  s u rv iv or - cen t red  po l i c i es  and  p r ac t i ce s  o n  T FS V.  

S p ec i f i c a l l y ,  I  a s k ed  h im  to  g iv e  m e  pe r mi s s i on  t o  sh a r e  an d  r e sh a r e  on  

t h e  C S I  In s t i t u t e  Faceb oo k  p ag e  th e  po s t s  i n  w h i ch  I  w as  ca l l i ng  f o r  

v i c t i ms  to  v o l un t ee r  a s  p a r t i c i pan t s  i n  m y  r es ea r ch  p r o j ec t  f r om  my  

p e r so n a l  “K el l y  Io an n ou ”  Facebo ok  acco un t .  O n ce  I  r e ce iv ed  h i s  

p e rm is s io n  and  t he  e t h i cs  ap pr ov a l  f rom  t he  Uni v e rs i t y  o f  E s s ex  ( s ee  

A p p en d ix  A) ,  I  s h a r ed  a  po s t  exp l a in in g  w ho  I  am ,  wh o  m y  su p er v i so rs  
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a r e ,  and  wh a t  m y  re s ea r ch  p r o j ec t  i s ,  an d  a sk in g  fo r  p a r t i c i p an t s  t o  

v o l un tee r  i n  t h e  r esea r ch  [ s ee  Ap p en d ix  B  an d ,  f o r  t h e  E ng l i s h  v e r s i on ,  

s ee  A pp end ix  B ( a ) ] .   

S i n ce  t h e  go a l  o f  t h e  s tu dy  w as  t o  unco v e r  wh a t  i s  h ap pen in g  wi t h  th e  

n o n- con s ens u a l  d i s t r i bu t io n  o f  s ex ua l  m at e r i a l  i n  G r eece ,  t h e r e fo r e  my  

p os t  w as  w r i t t en  s o l e l y  i n  t he  Gr eek  l an g uag e  so  as  t o  ap pr o ach  G r eek  

p a r t i c ip an t s .   

I  ch o s e  t h i s  r e c r u i tm en t  m eth od  b ecaus e  s u rv i vo r s  o f  T FS V a r e  an  

ex t r em ely  h a r d - to - reach  g ro up ,  and  s oc i a l  m ed i a  o f f e r ed  a  sp ace  w h er e  

I  co u l d  p o t en t i a l l y  r e ach  ou t  t o  so m e o f  t h em .   M o reov e r ,  b y  us in g  my  

p e r so n a l  Facebo ok  acco un t  t o  sh a r e  t he  po s t ,  su rv iv or s  a l s o  h ad  t h e  

o p po r t un i ty  t o  ch eck  m y  p ro f i l e .  Th i s  co u l d  b e  co ns id e r ed  ex t r em ely  

s ig n i f i c an t  g iv en  tha t  v i c t im s  o f  T FS V mi gh t  n o t  f e e l  s ecu r e  t o  d i s c l os e  

t h e i r  exp e r i ence s  ma i n ly  b ecaus e  th ey  f ee l  t h a t  t h ey  w i l l  b e  d ece i v ed  

o n l in e  ag a i n .  E xi s t in g  r e s ea r ch  ( s ee ,  fo r  ex am pl e ,  C a r t e r  e t  a l . ,  20 21 )  

i nd ica t es  t h a t  t r an s i t i o n i ng  to  o n l in e  en v i r onm ent s  fo r  d a t a  co l l ec t i on  

can  h e l p  ach i ev e  r ec r u i tm en t  t a r g e t s  bu t  may  h av e  s om e  d r awb acks ,  

s u ch  as  d i mi n i s h i ng  da t a  r i chn es s ,  p a r t i c ip an t  en j oym ent ,  and  g r ou p  

co ns ens us .  Ho w ev er ,  t he  g r o win g  impo r t an ce  o f  on l in e  sp ace s  i n  d a i l y  

l i f e  i s  d r iv i ng  t h e  m ig r a t i on  o f  t r ad i t i o n a l  q u a l i t a t i v e  re sea r ch  m eth od s  

t o  t h e  v i r t u a l  r e a l m and  g iv i ng  r i s e  t o  n ew  m et ho ds  t a i l o red  t o  v i r t ua l  

s e t t i ng s .  O th e r  a cad emi cs ,  su ch  as  M or i so n  e t  a l .  (2 01 5 ) ,  h av e  a l s o  

b e en  ackn ow ledg ed  f o r  t h e i r  d i scus s i on  o f  p o wer  d yn am ics  i n  on l in e  

s p aces  and  t h e i r  d ed i ca t i on  to  s e l f - r e f l e c t io n  i n  d a t a  co l l e c t i on  an d  

g en e ra t i on .  R ev ea l in g  my  i den t i t y  b o th  as  a  r es ea r ch e r  an d  a s  t h e  
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M an ag i n g  Di r ec to r  o f  t he  CS I  In s t i t u t e  m ay  h ave  h e lp ed  su r v i vo rs  t o  

s ee  m e  a s  a  t ru s t wor t hy  p e rs on .   

B es id e s  t h e  o r ig in a l  p os t  c a l l i n g  fo r  v i c t ims  t o  vo lu n t ee r  a s  

p a r t i c ip an t s  i n  my  r e s ea r ch  p ro j ec t  ( s ee  A pp en d i x  B ) ,  I  co n t in ued  by  

u p l o ad i ng  t w o  m o re  po s t s  wi t h i n  No vem b er  2 02 0 .  S pec i f i c a l ly ,  I  

c r ea t ed  an d  pos t ed  t w o  f l y e r s  t o  r a i s e  aw a r en ess  ab ou t  t he  ph eno meno n  

o f  n on - cons ens u a l  d i s t r i b u t i on  o f  s exu a l  m a t e r i a l  ( s ee  Ap p en d i x  C  an d  

A p p en d ix  D)  an d  a l s o  to  g iv e  my  p e rs on a l  con t ac t  d e t a i l s  - m y  pe r so n a l  

em ai l  a cco un t -  i n  ca s e  an y  pe r so n  wh o  h ad  s u f f e r ed  f rom  T FS V w as  

w i l l i n g  to  p a r t i c ip a t e  i n  m y  r es ea r ch  p r o j e c t .  I  p os t ed  th es e  f ly e r s  

o r ig i n a l l y  on  m y  pe r s on a l  Faceb oo k  acco un t  an d  th en  I  r e s h a red  th em  

o n  th e  CS I  In s t i t u t e  Facebo ok  p age .   

F r o m No v em b er  2 02 0  to  t he  en d  o f  D ecem ber  2 02 0 ,  t en  peo p l e  

co n t ac t ed  m e  o n  Faceb oo k  M ess eng e r  a s k i ng  to  p a r t i c ip a t e  i n  my  

r e s ea r ch  p ro j ec t  vo l un ta r i l y .  Al l  o f  t hem  h ad  sexu a l ly  exp l i c i t  m a te r i a l  

p os t ed  o n l i n e  wi t ho u t  t he i r  co ns en t .  

O n ce  su r v i vo rs  v o lu n t ee r ed  t o  pa r t i c ip a t e  by  con t ac t i ng  m e  o n  

M ess eng e r ,  I  a s k ed  th em  t o  g i ve  m e  an  em ai l  add r es s  t o  f o r w a rd  th em 

t h e  P a r t i c ip an t  In f o r m at io n  S h ee t  ( s ee  A p p en d ix  E) ,  t h e  Su r v i vo rs ’  

In t e r v i ew Gu id e  ( see  A pp en d i x  M)  and  t h e  C on s en t  For m ( s ee  Ap p en d ix  

F ) ,  wh i ch  in c l ud ed  a  su mm ary  o f  t h e  re s ea r ch  p r o j ec t ,  i t s  p has es ,  r i sk s ,  

ad v an tag es  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i ng  in  t h e  s tu dy ,  p a r t i c i p an t  r i gh t s ,  and  

s t a t em en t  on  co nf id en t i a l i t y .  



72 
 

In  D ecem b er  20 20 ,  t h e  G r eek  m ed i a  r ep o r t ed  a  s can da l  r eg a r d in g  a  

w eb s i t e  c a l l ed  “ch a t p i c . o rg ”  ( K eep  Ta lk in g  G r eece ,  20 20 ) .  S u ch  a  

p l a t fo rm  a l l o wed  us e r s  t o  c i r cu l a t e  s ex u a l  m at e r i a l  wi t hou t  t h e  

k n ow ledg e  o f  t h os e  d ep i c t ed  an d  wi t hou t  r eq u i r i ng  t h e  r eg i s t r a t i on  o f  

u s e r s .  S o c i a l  m ed i a  us e r s  as k ed  fo r  t h e  imm edi a t e  i n t e r v en t i on  o f  t h e  

C yb e r -C r im e  D ep a r t men t  o f  t h e  G r eek  P o l i c e .  Th e  to p i c  becam e v i r a l  

an d  c r ea t ed  a  t r end i ng  h a sh t ag  # can ce l ch a tp i co rg  o n  T wi t t e r .  Th i s  

a l l o w ed  m e  to  us e  m y  T wi t t e r  accou n t  t o  r e ach  ou t  t o  mor e  v i c t i ms  o f  

T FS V.  T o  t h i s  end ,  I  s t a r t ed  “ tw ee t in g”  r ega r d i ng  th e  s p ec i f i c  ev en t  

an d  in f o r min g  p eo p l e  o n  wh o  I  am.  S pec i f i c a l ly ,  I  b r i e f ly  d es c r i b ed  my  

r e s ea r ch  p ro j ec t  a sk in g  p eo p l e  t h a t  h ad  been  v i c t imi z ed  by  no n -

co ns ens u a l  d i s t r i b u t io n  o f  t h e i r  s exu a l  m at e r i a l  t o  co n t ac t  m e  i f  t hey  

w an t ed  to  p a r t i c ip a t e  i n  m y  r es ea r ch  s t ud y  –  w hi ch  I  de s c r i bed  to  t hem 

t h ro ug h  m y  tw ee t s  i n  up  t o  28 0  cha r ac t e r s  ( s ee  A pp end i x  G ) .   In  m y  

“ t w ee t s , ”  I  exp l a ined  t h a t  t h e i r  ex pe r i en ce s  wi t h  t h es e  i nc i d en t s  wi l l  

n o t  o n l y  he lp  acad em ics  b e t t e r  u nd e rs t an d  th e  p heno m en on ,  b u t  a l so  

h e lp  s h ap e  mo r e  e f f ec t i v e  an d  su r v iv or - cen t r ed  p o l i c i es  an d  p r ac t i c es .  

T w o  T wi t t e r  u s e r s  d ec id ed  t o  con t r ib u t e  t o  t h i s  r es ea r ch  p r o j ec t .  Th ey  

co n t ac t ed  m e  t h r oug h  my  em ai l  (w h i ch  I  h ad  i nc lu d ed  in  my  p os t s )  

s ay i ng  th a t  t h e i r  n ak ed  ph o t os  w e r e  pub l i s h ed  wi t ho u t  t h e i r  con s en t  i n  

ch a tp i c .o r g  an d  th a t  t hey  w an t ed  t o  pa r t i c ip a t e .  Fo l l o wing  t h a t ,  t h e  

v i c t i ms  r ece i v ed  d e t a i l s  ab ou t  t h e  i n t e r v i ew  p r ocess  an d  p r o ced ur e s  

( s ee  A pp end i x  E ,  Ap p en d i x  F  an d  Ap p en d i x  M)  an d  h ad  to  s ig n  th e  

co ns en t  f o rm to  b eco m e pa r t i c i pan t s  i n  t h e  s tu dy .  
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In  A p r i l  2 02 1 ,  s in ce  I  d i d  n o t  h av e  any  ca l l s  f o r  p a r t i c ipa t i on  fo r  a  

l on g  t im e ,  I  d ec id ed  t o  c r ea t e  a  n ew In s t ag r am acco un t  fo l l ow in g  m y  

s up e r v i s o rs ’  adv ice  to  i nc r eas e  t h e  s am pl e  s i z e .  I  n am ed  t h i s  a cco un t  

“S t op  im ag e  abus e -  E nd  R ev eng e  Po rn  G r eece”  an d  I  s t a r t ed  po s t i ng  

i n fo rm at iv e  p os t s  r eg a r d in g  th e  p henom eno n  o f  T FS V.  I  a l so  u p lo ad ed  

a  v i d eo  o n  IG T V in t r od uc in g  my se l f  a s  a  r es ea r ch e r  an d  t a l k in g  abo u t  

t h e  go a l s  o f  bo t h  my  In s t ag r am  acco un t  an d  m y  r e sea r ch  p r o j ec t .  U s e rs  

s t a r t ed  f o l l o win g  th e  acco un t  v e r y  qu ick ly ,  r e ach i ng  1 74  f o l lo w ers  t o  

d a t e ,  and  o th e r  a cco u n t s  r e l ev an t  t o  wo m en ’s  r i gh t s  ( s u ch  as  “G i r l  

P ow er  G r eece , ”  “Ev e r yd ay  g i r l s  b lo gg i ng , ”  “Magi cm e .g r , ”  “Won d er  

Wo m an ,”  “Voi ce  o f  G r eek  Wo men/ Gi r l s ” )  s up po r t ed  m y  go a l  by  s h ar in g  

m y  acco un t  on  t he i r  In s t ag ram s to r i e s  an d  a sk in g  t h e i r  f o l lo w er s  t o  

f o l lo w  “S to p  Im ag e  A bu s e -  E nd  R eveng e  P or n  G r eece”  and  t o  

p a r t i c ip a t e  i n  my  s tu d y .  S in ce  t hen ,  s ix t een  mo r e  p e r s on s  h av e  

ap p ro ach ed  m e  v i a  i n s t an t  m es s ag i ng  o n  Ins t ag r am and  o f f e r ed  t o  b e  

i n t e rv i ew ed  on  th e i r  exp e r i ence s  wi th  T FS V.  In  t h es e  case s ,  I  f o l lo w ed  

t h e  sam e s t r a t eg y  I  h ad  ad op ted  f o r  t he  Facebo ok  rec r u i tm en t .  Wh en  

v i c t i ms  ag r eed  to  pa r t i c i p a t e  b y  co n t ac t i ng  m e  v i a  In s t ag r am in bo x ,  I  

a s k ed  t hem fo r  an  em ai l  add r es s .  P a r t i c i p an t s  f i r s t  h ad  t o  r e ad  an  

i n fo rm at io n  sh ee t  ( s ee  A pp end ix  E )  and  t h e  Vi c t ims ’  In t e r v i ew  G ui d e  

( A p pend ix  M )  w hi ch  w er e  a t t a ched  to  t h e i r  em a i l  and  i n fo r med  th em  o f  

t h e  s tu dy  an d  th en  t o  con s en t  t o  t ak e  p a r t  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  ( s ee  A pp end ix  

F ) .  Af t e r  g iv in g  t he i r  con s en t ,  t h ey  co u l d  p ro ceed  wi t h  an on ym ou s ly  

s h a r in g  th e i r  ex pe r i en ce s  on  a  mut u a l ly  ag r eed  d a t e  an d  t i me .  
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A m on g  t h e  coh or t  o f  t w en ty - e ig h t  s u rv iv o rs  w ho  ex p er i en ced  T FS V  and  

w e r e  s am pl ed  fo r  t h i s  s t ud y ,  i t  i s  no tew o r t hy  t h a t  tw en ty - s ev en  o f  t h em  

w er e  o f  t h e  fem al e  g end e r ,  wh i l e  a  s o l e  m al e  su rv iv o r  w as  i d en t i f i ed .  A  

co mp r eh ens i v e  d emo g r ap h i cs  t ab l e ,  enco mp as s i ng  d a t a  r eg a r d in g  

g end e r  and  ag e ,  i s  p r ov id ed  be lo w ( s ee  T ab l e  1 ) .   

 

T ab l e  1   

 Su rv iv o rs  o f  T FS V Ch a r ac t e r i s t i c s  

P s e u d o n y m  G e n d e r  A g e  

A n a s t a s i a  F e m a l e  3 9  

C h r i s t i n a  F e m a l e  2 9  

C h r i s t i a n a  F e m a l e  3 4  

E f i  F e m a l e  1 9  

E l e n i  F e m a l e  2 3  

E m m a  F e m a l e  2 5  

E v a  F e m a l e  2 8  

E v a n g e l i a  F e m a l e  1 9  

F a n i  F e m a l e  2 7  

G l y k e r i a  F e m a l e  2 1  

I f i g e n i a  F e m a l e  2 4  

I o a n n a  F e m a l e  2 9  

I s m i n i  F e m a l e  2 7  

K a t h y  F e m a l e  3 0  

K a t e r i n a  F e m a l e  2 6  

K o r n i l i a  F e m a l e  2 2  

K o s t a s  M a l e  3 3  

M a r i a  F e m a l e  3 5  

M e l i n a  F e m a l e  1 9  

N i k i  F e m a l e  3 2  

O l y m p i a  F e m a l e  3 0  
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R i a  F e m a l e  2 2  

S a n d r a  F e m a l e  2 3  

S a v i n a  F e m a l e  2 2  

S o n i a  F e m a l e  3 3  

S p i r i d o u l a  F e m a l e  3 0  

S t e l l a  F e m a l e  4 5  

Z o i  F e m a l e  2 0  

 

 

•  I n t erv i ews  wi th  Su rv iv o rs  

T h e  in t e r v i ews  w i th  t h e  su rv iv o rs  ( n =2 8 ) ,  co nd u c t ed  v i a  S ky p e ,  t o ok  

p l ace  f rom  No vember  20 20  t o  J un e  2 02 1 . T he  i n t e rv i ew  gu id e  w as  

p r ov id ed  t o  p a r t i c ip an t s  a  mi n im um of  tw o  w eek s  p r io r  t o  t h e i r  

s ch ed u l ed  i n t e rv i ew  to  h e l p  a l l ev i a t e  an y  anx ie ty  t hey  mi gh t  hav e  h ad  

ab ou t  t h e  p ro ces s .  T h e  in t e r v i ew gu i de  r e l i ed  o n  20  o pen - en d ed  

q u es t io ns ,  and  i t  was  s p ec i a l l y  d es i gned  fo r  t h e  v i c t im s  ( s ee  A pp end ix  

M ) .   

T h e  su r v i vo rs ’  i n t e r v i ew s  b eg an  wi t h  m y  in v i t a t i o n  t o  sho r t ly  d e s c r ib e  

t h ems e lv es ,  exp la in  wh a t  “ rev en g e  por n og r aph y”  i s  fo r  t h em and  

e l abo r a t e  on  t h e i r  ex p e r i en ce  w i th  i t .  T h e  l as t  q u es t io n  was  p h r as ed  i n  

t h i s  m ann e r  t o  p ro v i d e  p a r t i c i p an t s  wi th  t h e  f l ex i b i l i t y  and  f r eedo m t o  

i nv es t i g a t e  t h e i r  f ee l i ng s ,  ex p er i en ces  and  p e r cep t io ns  r e l a t ed  to  t h e i r  

v i c t i mi s a t io n  in  d ep th  (S t r au ss  and  Co r b i n ,  1 99 8) .  

A p a r t  f r om  th e i r  exp e r i en ces  w i th  T FSV  and  i t s  e f f ec t  on  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  

s u rv iv or s  w e r e  a l so  a sk ed  abo u t  ho w  fami ly / f r i end s / co l l eag u es / in t im at e  
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p a r t n e r s  r e ac t ed  to  t h e i r  v i c t imi sa t io n  an d  ho w  s oc i e ty  v i ew s  p eo p l e  

w h os e  n ak ed  ph o t os  a r e  pos t ed  o n l i n e ,  r eg ar d l es s  o f  t h e i r  g en d e r .  

A l on g  wi t h  th e  o pen - end ed  qu es t i ons  in c lu d ed  in  t h e  i n t e r v i ew  g u i de s ,  

p a r t i c ip an t s  w er e  co mm onl y  a sk ed  “wh y ?”  so  t ha t  t h ey  co u l d  r e f l e c t  

an d  exp and  o n  th e i r  en co un t e r s .  Fo r  i n s t ance ,  w h en  d es c r i b in g  ho w  

t h ey  th in k  so c i e ty  v i ew s  w om en  w ho se  n ak ed  p i c t u r e s  h av e  b een  

d i s t r i b u t ed  o n l i n e ,  t h ey  w e r e  a sk ed  a t  t h e  sam e t im e  to  j u s t i fy  t he i r  

an s wer .  P a r t i c ip an t s '  p e r s pec t iv e s  w e re  exp lo r ed  i n  dep t h  d ur in g  40  to  

5 0 -mi nu t e  i n t e rv i ew s .  

T h e  in t e r v i ews  w e re  aud io - r eco rd ed  wi th  th e  co ns en t  o f  t h e  

p a r t i c ip an t s  t o  p rov id e  an  accu ra t e  t r an s c r ip t  (M er r i am ,  1 9 98 ;  R ub i n  

an d  Ru b in ,  19 95 ) .  In  t h e  con t ex t  o f  t h e  cu r ren t  r e s ea r ch  p r o j ec t ,  a l l  

i n t e rv i ew  t r an sc r ip t s  h av e  b een  an on ym ized  and  s ecu r e l y  s t o red  in  

p a s s wo r d -p ro t ec t ed  f i l e s ,  a cces s ib l e  so l e ly  b y  th e  r e s ea rch e r  and  h e r  

s up e r v i s o rs  o n  t h e  B O X p l a t fo r m,  a  f re e  s e r v i ce  p ro v i ded  b y  t h e  

U n iv e rs i t y  o f  E ss ex .  T h i s  i s  i n -k eep ing  wi t h  th e  d em ands  f o r  d a t a -

h and l in g  and  s to r ag e  acco rd in g  t o  G DPR  (U KR I ,  20 20 ) .  A d d i t i o na l l y ,  

t h e  i n fo rm ed  con sen t  f o r ms  s i gn ed  by  p a r t i c ip an t s  a r e  a l so  s to r ed  

a l on gs i d e  th e  t r ansc r ip t s .  

 

B )  P o l i c e  o f f i c ers   

•  R ecru i tm en t  o f  P o l i c e  O f f i c ers  

T o  add r e s s  t h e  s econ d  r e s ea r ch  qu es t i on  ( i . e .  Wh at  ar e  G reek  po l i c e  

o f f i c e r s ’  p er cep t ion s  o f  TF S V an d  o f  t h e  w ays  th ey  r es pon d  to  i t ? ) ,  I  
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d ec id ed  t o  app ro ach  t h e  G r eek  p o l i c e  an d  p ro f es s i on a l s  ( f o r  t h e  l a t t e r  

c a t eg o ry ,  s ee  s ec t io n  C  b e lo w ) .  In d eed ,  g i v en  th a t  po l i c e  r e sp on se s  t o  

ev en t s  o f  n on - consen su a l  d i s t r i b u t i on  o f  s exu a l  m at e r i a l  co u l d  po ss i b l y  

cap tu r e  ho w  l aw  enf o r cem en t  au t ho r i t i e s  r esp on d  to  t h i s  ph eno m en on ,  

t h e  r e c ru i tm en t  o f  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  w as  con s i d er ed  ex t r eme l y  s ig n i f i c an t .  

T o  th i s  end ,  I  t oo k  ad v an tag e  o f  t h e  con t ac t  l i s t  I  h ad  acce s s  t o  a s  t h e  

M an ag i n g  Di r ec to r  o f  t he  CS I  In s t i t u t e ,  a f t e r  ob t a in i ng  t he  n ecess a r y  

p e rm is s io n  f r om the  In s t i t u t e ' s  bo a rd  o f  d i r ec t o r s .  

G r eek  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  a r e  v e r y  d i f f i cu l t  t o  ap p ro ach  wh en  i t  com es  t o  

i n t e rv i ew s ,  and  I  kn ew  th i s  s i n ce  t h e  b eg i nn i ng .  T he r e fo r e ,  i n  

N o v emb er  2 02 0 ,  I  co n t ac t ed  on  h e r  p ro f e s s i on a l  t e l eph one  nu mb er  t h e  

s po k es p er so n  f o r  He l l en i c  Po l i c e  wh om  I  hap pen ed  t o  kno w  p e rs on a l ly .  

I  ex p l a in ed  m y  s t ud y  to  h e r ,  an d  I  a s ked  h e r  t o  g iv e  m e  he r  adv i ce  o n  

w h a t  I  sh ou l d  do  t o  h av e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  p a r t i c ip a t e  i n  my  r es ea r ch  

p r o j ec t .  Th e  s po kesp e r so n  i ns t r u c t ed  m e  to  s end  an  em ai l  t o  t h e  

C omm un ica t io ns  Di r ec to r  o f  t h e  D ep ar t men t  o f  H e l l en i c  Po l i c e  us in g  

t h e  pu b l i c l y  av a i l ab l e  em a i l  add r es s  

“ co mmu ni ca t io n . d i r @ as t yn omi a . g r . ”  In  t h i s  em ai l ,  I  w as  t o  i n t r od u ce  

m ys e l f ,  ou t l i ne  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  m y  r es ea r ch  p r o j ec t ,  an d  c l a r i fy  m y  

o b j ec t iv es .  Fo l lo win g  th e  in s t r uc t io ns  o f  t he  s po k es p er son ,  o n  t h e  18 th  

o f  No vemb er  20 20 ,  I  em ai l ed  th e  p o l i ce  p r es en t in g  my s e l f  a s  a  

U n iv e rs i t y  o f  E ss ex  r es ea r ch e r  and  men t io n i ng  m y  po s i t i o n  a t  C S I  

In s t i t u t e ,  i n  an  a t t em pt  t o  r ece iv e  f eedb ack  f as t e r  ( s ee  A pp end ix  H ) .   

B y  t h e  end  o f  N ov em b er  2 0 20 ,  t h ey  h ad  an s wer ed  m y  em ai l .  A l th ou gh  I  

h ad  a l r eady  h i gh l i gh t ed  in  m y  mess ag e  th a t  I  w as  a  P h D re s ea r ch e r  
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f r om  t h e  Un iv e rs i t y  o f  E ss ex  exp l o r ing  t h e  i mp ac t  o f  n on - co ns ensu a l  

d i s t r i b u t i on  o f  s exu a l  m a t e r i a l  on  Gr eek  s u rv i vo r s ’  l i v es  i n  t h e  con t ex t  

o f  m y  t h es i s ,  t h ey  re s po nd ed  to  my  ema i l  b y  a sk in g  m e  t o  p ro v i d e  t h em 

w i t h  f u l l  d e t a i l s  o f  my  i den t i t y .  Th ey  a l so  r equ i r ed  me  t o  l e t  t h em  

k n ow  i f  I  b e l on g  in  a  s p ec i f i c  r es ea r ch  p ro g r amm e and  p ro v i d e  t h em  

w i t h  a  ce r t i f i c a t e  fo r  m y  s tu d i es .  Fo l lo w in g  t h a t ,  I  f o r w ar d  t o  t h e  s am e 

em ai l  add r es s  a  s t a t em en t  o f  r e sp on s ib i l i t y ,  wh e r e  I  c l a r i f i ed  th a t  t he  

r e s ea r ch  i s  c a r r i ed  o u t  i n  t h e  con t ex t  o f  my  d o c to r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  I  a l s o  

s en t  t h em t h e  app rov a l  d ec i s i on  fo r  t h e  r e s ea r ch  by  th e  b oa r d  o f  

U n iv e rs i t y  o f  E ss ex  ( s ee  A pp end i x  A ) .  

U n f o r tu n a t e ly ,  t h i s  w as  no t  en ou gh  fo r  t h em  t o  g iv e  m e  acce s s  t o  t h e  

o f f i c e r s .  A f t e r  a  wh o l e  mo n t h ,  b y  th e  en d  o f  D ecemb er  20 2 0 ,  t h e  

C omm un ica t io ns  Di r ec to r  o f  t h e  H e l l en i c  P o l i c e  ans w er ed  t h a t  t h ey  

w o u l d  l i k e  m e  t o  s en d  th em :  

-  A  s t a t emen t  o f  r es po ns ib i l i t y  s t a t i ng  th a t  t h e i r  p e r so n a l  d a t a  

w i l l  be  s ecur ed  ( s ee  A pp end i x  K ) .  

-  A n  o f f i c i a l  do cum ent  s t a t i n g  t h a t  I  am  a  P hD  can d i da t e  and  i t s  

o f f i c i a l  G r eek  t r ans l a t i on  ( s ee  Ap p end ix  J ) .  

-  A  ce r t i f i c a t e  o r  do cum ent  f ro m my  su p e rv i so r  an d  i t s  o f f i c i a l  

G r eek  t r ans l a t io n  ( s ee  A pp end ix  I ) .  

-  Th e  i n t e rv i ew gu id e  fo r  t h e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  ( s ee  Ap p en d ix  L( c ) .  

-  Th e  p u rp os e  and  o b j ec t iv e  o f  t h e  r e sea r ch  ( s ee  Ap p en d ix  E) .  
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In  ad d i t i o n ,  t h ey  a sk ed  m e  t o  l e t  t h em  k n ow  i f  I  w ou ld  l i ke  to  i n t e r v i ew 

p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  o f  a  p a r t i cu l a r  d ep a r tmen t ,  s u ch  a s  Cy be r c r im e  

D i v i s io n ,  and  t o  c l a r i fy  t he  n um b er  o f  t h e  p a r t i c ip an t s  t ha t  I  wo u l d  l i k e  

t o  i n t e r v i ew .  I t  t ook  m e  t wo  m ont hs  t o  co l l e c t  a l l  t h e  a fo rem en t i on ed  

d o cu m ent s  and ,  m os t  i mp o r t an t ly ,  t o  acq u i r e  t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  Gr eek  

t r an s l a t io n .  T h er e  a r e  sp ec i f i c  and  v er y  l i mi t ed  pu b l i c  ag en c i es  i n  

G r eece  th a t  p r ov ide  o f f i c i a l  t r an s l a t i on  s e r v i ces .  Th e  f ac t  t ha t  a l l  t h es e  

i n c id en t s  occu r r ed  d u r i n g  th e  C ov i d -19  pand emi c  and  espec i a l ly  d u r in g  

a  l o ng  p e r i od  o f  l ock do w n i n  G r eece  s l o wed  do w n m y p rog r e s s  ev en  

m o re .  F in a l ly ,  i n  Mar ch  2 02 1 ,  I  m anaged  t o  g e t  a l l  t h e  r eq u i r ed  

d o cu m ent s  o f f i c i a l l y  t r an s l a t ed  and  s en d  th em  t o  th e  Comm un ica t io ns  

D i r ec to r  o f  t h e  H e l l en i c  P o l i c e .  Fu r t he r mo r e ,  I  c l a r i f i ed  t h a t ,  i d ea l l y ,  I  

w o u l d  l i k e  2 0 - 30  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  f ro m t h e  C yb e r c r im e  D iv i s io n  to  

p a r t i c ip a t e  i n  my  re s ea r ch  p r o j ec t ,  b u t  t ha t  I  w ou ld  b e  hap py  ev en  wi t h  

a  sm al l e r  s am pl e  s i z e .  Co ns equ en t l y ,  o n  th e  2 9 th  o f  Ap r i l  2 02 1 ,  t he  

H e l l en i c  P o l i c e  ap pr o v ed  m y  r eq u es t  t o  i n t e rv i ew  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  f rom  

t h e  C yb e r c r im e  D iv i s io n  r eg ar d i ng  th e  p heno m en on  o f  non - con s ens u a l  

d i s t r i b u t i on  o f  s exu a l  v io l en ce .  Th ey  an no un ced  t h e i r  d ec i s io n  by  

co n t ac t in g  m e  a t  k e l ly . i o ann ou 92 @g mai l . co m ,  my  p e r so na l  em ai l  

a d d r es s  ( s ee  A pp end ix  N) .  Th ey  a l so  sa i d  t h a t  i n  t h e  n ex t  f ew w eek s  

t h ey  w e r e  g o in g  to  g iv e  m e  mo r e  d e t a i l s  on  t he  p r ac t i c a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  

r e c r u i t m en t  o f  p o l i c e  o f f i ce r s .  Sp ec i f i c a l l y ,  t h ey  s a i d  t h a t  I  sh ou l d  w ai t  

u n t i l  any  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  f ro m th e  Cy b erc r im e  D iv i s i on  co n t ac t s  me  

t h ro ug h  m y  ema i l  ad d r es s  ( e i t h e r  m y  acad em i c  on e  o r  my  p e r so n a l  on e )  

a s k i ng  to  p a r t i c ip a t e  vo lu n t a r i l y  i n  my  r e s ea r ch  p r o j ec t .   
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I  w as  ex p ec t i ng  to  h av e  f i n i sh ed  wi t h  t h e  i n t e rv i ew s  o f  t h e  Gr eek  

p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  b y  th e  en d  o f  sum m er  20 2 1 .  H ow ev e r ,  i n  sp i t e  o f  t h e  

o f f i c i a l  “g r een  l i g h t , ”  t h e  po l i c e  p ro ved  ve r y  s lo w  in  g iv in g  m e  

f eed back  r ega r d i ng  th e  in t e r v i ewi ng  p r o ce ss .  S i n ce  t oo  mu ch  t im e  h ad  

e l aps ed  ( a lm os t  1 0  m on th s  f rom  No v em b er  2 0 20  to  S ep tem b er  2 0 21 ) ,  I  

d ec id ed  t o  d i r ec t l y  co n t ac t  t he  C h i e f  Cy b e r c r im e  O f f i c e r  o f  t he  

H e l l en i c  P o l i c e  w ho m I  k no w p e rso n a l l y  du e  to  m y  jo b .  I  t ex t ed  h im 

v i a  L i nk ed In  and  ex p l a i n ed  t h e  p r o cess  I  h ad  t o  g o  th r oug h  in  o r d er  t o  

o b t a i n  th e  o f f i c i a l  p o l i c e  au th or i s a t ion  t o  i n t e r v i ew  h i s  un i t .  H e  a sk ed  

m e  to  a r r ang e  a  p e r s on a l  m ee t in g  wi th  h i m i n  Sep t em b e r  2 0 21 .  Du r i ng  

o u r  mee t in g ,  h e  t o ld  m e  th a t  h e  w as  aw ar e  o f  my  r es ea r ch  p r o j ec t ,  and  

h e  a l r e ad y  kn ew tha t  I  h ad  b een  ap pr ov ed  to  i n t e r v i ew po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  

f r om  t h e  C yb e r c r ime  Di v i s io n .  Ho w ev er ,  h e  ex p l a i ned  to  m e  th a t  h e  

f o un d  my  s ug ges t ed  i n t e rv i ew  g u id e  ex t rem ely  t im e -con su mi ng  and  

d em an d in g  and  h e  su g ges t ed  t h a t  I  s hou ld  d e s ig n  a  s ho r t  o n l in e  

q u es t io nn a i r e  i n s t ead .  I  ex p l a i ned  to  h i m t h a t  t h i s  w as  som et h i ng  t ha t  I  

h ad  to  d i s cu ss  w i th  my  s up e rv i s o r s .  Th en ,  i n  O c t ob e r  202 1 ,  an d  a f t e r  

d i s cuss in g  th i s  wi th  m y  su p er v i so rs ,  I  d es ig n ed  a  b r i e f  on l i ne  

q u es t io nn a i r e  ( s ee  A p p en d ix  L  fo r  mor e  d e t a i l s )  an d  I  ema i l ed  th e  l i nk  

a t  com mu ni ca t i on .d i r @ as t yn omi a .g r  a sk in g  th em  t o  fo r w ar d  i t  t o  t h e i r  

p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  s o  th ey  w ou l d  vo lu n t ee r  t o  p a r t i c ip a t e .  F in a l ly ,  a f t e r  

r ep ea t ed ly  co n t ac t in g  th e  Co mmu ni ca t i on s  O f f i c e  t o  r em in d  th em  o f  m y  

o n l in e  qu es t i on n a i re ,  f i f t e en  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  ( t h i r t e en  m ale  and  t wo  

f em al e )  h ad  v o l un tee r ed  to  p a r t i c ip a t e  i n  t he  r es ea r ch  b y  t h e  end  o f  

A u gu s t  20 22  b y  com pl e t in g  t h e  b r i e f  o n l in e  qu es t i on n a i re .  B el o w,  y ou  

mailto:communication.dir@astynomia.gr
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can  f in d  T ab l e  2 ,  wh i ch  p r es en t s  d emog r aph i c  d a t a  o n  th e  g en d e r  an d  

ag e  o f  p o l i c e  o f f i ce r s .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

T a b l e  2  

P o l i c e  O f f i c e r s '  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

G e n d e r  A g e  

M a l e  ( N= 2 )  4 1  

M a l e  3 5  

M a l e  4 2  

M a l e  ( N= 2 )  5 0  

M a l e  3 5  

F e m a l e  3 9  

M a l e  3 7  

M a l e  ( N= 2 )  4 5  

F e m a l e  3 7  

M a l e  ( N= 2 )  3 8  

 

 

•  P ol i ce  O f f i c ers ’  Onl in e  Q u es t i onna ire   

P ol i ce  o ff i c e r s  w ho  d ec i ded  to  co n t r i bu t e  t o  t h i s  r e sea r ch  p ro j ec t  

f o l lo w ed  a  l i n k  w hich  w as  f o rw a rd ed  to  t h em v i a  em ai l  by  t h e  G r eek  

P o l i c e ’s  D ep a r t men t  o f  Co mmu ni ca t ion .  T h i s  l i n k  t r ans f e r r ed  th em  t o  

t h e  b r i e f  o n l in e  ques t io nn a i r e  ( s ee  A pp end ix  L ) .  P a r t i c ipan t s  f i r s t  h ad  

t o  r e ad  an  i n f o rm at i on  s h ee t  w h i ch  w as  a t t a ch ed  to  t h e  ques t io nn a i r e  
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an d  in f o r med  th em  o f  t he  s tu dy  [ s ee  Ap p en d i x  L (a ) ]  and  th en  to  

co ns en t  t o  t ak e  p a r t  i n  t h i s  s tu dy  [ s ee  A p p en d ix  L( b ) ] .  Af t e r  c l i ck in g  

o n  “y es , ”  t h ey  co u ld  p r o ceed  w i th  f i l l i n g  o u t  t h e  b r i e f  ques t io nn a i r e  

an d  ano ny mo us l y  sh a r i ng  t h e i r  p e r cep t io n s  r e l a t ed  to  TFS V.  

Τ h e  on l i ne  q u es t ion n a i r e  w as  d e s i gn ed  fo r  t h e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  an d  

r e l i ed  on  5  o p en - end ed  qu es t i on s  ( s ee  ap p en d i x  L) .  Τ he  op en - en ded  

q u es t io ns  we r e  u t i l i z ed  t o  en co ur ag e  pa r t i c i p an t s  t o  t a l k  f r e e ly  an d  

r eac t  ho n es t ly  t o  i nq u i r i e s  (B og d an  and  B i k l en ,  1 98 2 ;  K va l e ,  19 96 ) .   

T h e  on l i ne  q u es t ion n a i r e  s t a r t s  b y  a sk i ng  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  t o  sh o r t l y  

d e s c r ib e  th e i r  ro l e  i n  t h e  f o rce  ( ag e ,  gen d e r ,  edu ca t io n ,  l en g t h  o f  t im e  

i n  s e r v i ce ,  e t c . )  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  d e f i n e  t he  t r a in i ng  t h ey  r ece i v ed  o n  

“ r ev en g e  po r no g raph y .”  T h e  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s ’  o n l i n e  qu es t io n na i r e  i s  

f o cus ed  on  h ow  t he  G r eek  au t h or i t i e s  r e s po nd  to  i n c id en t s  o f  n on -

co ns ens u a l  d i s t r i b u t io n  o f  s exu a l  m at e r i a l  an d  wh e th e r  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  

h av e  r ece i ved  ad equ a t e  t r a i n i ng  to  d ea l  wi t h  r e l ev an t  ca se s .   

 

C )  E xp ert s / P ro f es s ion a l s    

•  R ecru i tm en t  o f  P ro f e s s i ona l s  W o rk in g  wi th  Su rv i vo rs  o f  T FSV  

A s  m en t io n ed  ab ove ,  t h i s  r es ea rch  p ro j ec t  a l s o  s eek s  t o  sh ed  l i g h t  o n  

h o w p ro f es s io n a l s  d ea l in g  wi th  in c id en t s  o f  T FS V  r e sp ond  t o  T FS V 

ca s e s .  Sp ec i f i c a l ly ,  f o r  t h e  pu r po se s  o f  t h i s  r es ea r ch  p r o j ec t ,  m en t a l  

h ea l th  co un s e l l o r s  an d  l eg a l  co un se l l o r s  h av e  been  r ec ru i t ed  t o  sh a r e  

t h e i r  exp e r i ence s  on  wo r k in g  v e ry  c los e  t o  su rv iv or s  o f  T FS V.  
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In  o r d er  t o  r e c ru i t  p r o f es s io n a l s  t o  vo l un ta r i l y  p a r t i c ip a t e  i n  my  

r e s ea r ch  p ro j ec t ,  I  s t a r t ed  m ak in g  a  l i s t  o f  ag en c i es  d ea l in g  w i th  

p h en om ena  r e l ev an t  t o  T FS V.  I  h av e  to  m en t i on  h e r e  t h a t  so  f a r  i n  

G r eece  th e r e  i s  n o t  a  s in g l e  ag en cy  d ea l i ng  wi t h  in c i d en t s  o f  T FSV  

a l on e .  Th e r e fo r e ,  I  f o cus ed  on  ag en c i es  d ea l in g  wi th  s ex ua l  ab us e  o r  

g end e r  v i o l ence  i s su e s  ( l i k e ,  fo r  ex amp l e ,  t h e  “G en e ra l  Sec r e t a r i a t  f o r  

Fam i ly  P o l i cy  an d  G en d er  E qu a l i t y ” ) .  Ιn  t o t a l ,  I  con tac t ed  v i a  em a i l  

t en  agen c i es  ( l i k e  W. I . N .  H e l l as ,  W om ens os .g r ,  D io t im a . o rg .g r ,  

m ko apo s to l i . com ) .  In  m y  em ai l s ,  I  i n fo r med  th em  ab ou t  m y  r es ea r ch  

p r o j ec t  an d  r eq u es t ed  acce ss  t o  m en t a l  h ea l t h  cou ns e l lo r s  w ho  w o rk  

w i t h  su r v iv o rs  o f  TFS V.  I  a l so  as k ed  th em t o  f o rw a r d  m y  em ai l  i n  o rd e r  

t o  sh a r e  my  co n t ac t  d e t a i l s  i n  c as e  any  o f  t h em  wis h ed  to  v o l un ta r i l y  

p a r t i c ip a t e  i n  my  re s ea r ch  p r o j ec t .  

B y  t h e  end  o f  A ug us t  20 22 ,  I  h ad  r ece iv ed  a  re sp on s e  to  m y  r eq u es t  

f r om  t h e  “ G en e r a l  S ec r e t a r i a t  f o r  Fami ly  Po l i cy  an d  G end e r  E qu a l i t y ” ; a 

g o ve r nm en t  agen cy  r e sp on s ib l e  fo r  f o rm ul a t in g ,  im pl em en t i ng ,  an d  

s up e r v i s in g  po l i c i es  r e l a t ed  t o  g en d er  eq u a l i t y  ac r os s  va r i ou s  s ec to r s .  

S ub sequ en t l y ,  I  con d uc t ed  in t e r v i ews  w i t h  tw o  m en t a l  h ea l t h  

co un s e l l o r s  f r om th i s  o rg an i za t i on  w ho  hav e  exp e r i ence  w o r k in g  wi th  

s u rv iv or s  o f  T FS V.  In  S ep t em b er  20 22  ( and  i n  o r d e r  t o  i nc r ea s e  my  

s ampl e  re l a t ed  t o  p r o f es s i on a l s  wh o  hav e  wo rk ed  c l os e l y  w i th  v i c t im s  

o f  T FSV )  I  a l so  con t ac t ed  t wo  l a rg e  Gr eek  p r i v a t e  comp an i es  

s p ec i a l i z ed  in  d ea l in g  w i th  cas es  o f  cyb e r c r im e .  O ne  i s  n am ed  G r eek  

In f o r m at i on  S ecu r i ty  S ys t ems ,  an d  th e  o th e r  o ne  i s  nam ed  C yb e rx .  T he  

f i r s t  co mp any  g r an ted  m e  acce ss  t o  t wo  o f  t h e i r  l awy e r s  w h o  sp ec i a l i ze  
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i n  l eg a l  d e f en ce  f o r  su r v iv o rs  o f  T FSV .  T h e  s econ d  comp any  p r ov id ed  

m e  w i th  access  t o  s i x  cyb e rs ecur i ty  exp e r t s  w ho  h ave  wo rk ed  on  cas es  

o f  T FSV .  T he  f i na l  o v e r a l l  s am pl e  o f  p r o f es s i on a l s  wo r k in g  w i th  

s u rv iv or s  o f  T FS V co l l e c t ed  fo r  t h e  cu r r en t  r e s ea r ch  con s i s t ed  o f  t en  

i nd iv i du a l s .  In  t he  f o l lo wi ng  T ab l e  3 ,  y o u  wi l l  f i nd  th e  nam es  o f  t he  

p r o f es s io n a l s ,  t h e i r  r e sp ec t i v e  r o l es ,  an d  th e  n am es  o f  t h e  

o r g an i za t io ns / com pan i es  t h ey  wo r k  f o r .   

 

T abl e  3   

P ro f es s ion a l s '  Ch ara c t er i s t i cs  

P s e u d o n y m s  o f  

C y b e r s e c u r i t y  E x p e r t s  

W o r k i n g  o n  C y b e r x  

P s e u d o n y m s  o f  

L a w y e r s  w o r k i n g  o n  

G r e e k  I n f o r m a t i o n  

S e c u r i t y  S y s t e m s  

P s e u d o n y m s  o f  M e n t a l  

H e a l t h  Co u n s e l l o r s  

w o r k i n g  o n  G e n e r a l  

S e c r e t a r i a t  f o r  F a m i l y  

P o l i c y  &  G e n d e r  

E q u a l i t y   

P a n t e l i s  K o s t a s  L i n a  (Ge n e r a l  

S e c r e t a r i a t  f o r  F a m i l y  

P o l i c y )  

M a n o s  D i m i t r i s  M a r i k e l l y  ( Ge n d e r  

E q u a l i t y )  

P a n o s  

M i c h a l i s  

A l e x a n d r o s  

F o t i n i  

 

 

-  I n t erv i ews  wi th  P ro f e s s i ona l s   

I n  o r d er  t o  a cq u i r e  a  com pr eh en s iv e  un d e rs t and in g  o f  t h e  exp e r i en ces ,  

p e r sp ec t i v es ,  and  p r ac t i c es  o f  p ro f e s s io n a l s  i nv o l v ed  in  p r o v i d in g  

a s s i s t an ce  to  s u r v iv o rs  o f  TF SV,  I  con d uc t ed  a  s e r i e s  o f  o n l in e  
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i n t e rv i ew s  v i a  S kyp e  b e tw een  A ug us t  2 0 22  and  D ecemb er  2 02 2 .  To  

accom pl i sh  t h i s ,  a  c a r e f u l l y  c r a f t ed  i n t e rv i ew  g u i d e  (p l eas e ,  r e f e r  t o  

A p p en d ix  L( c )  f o r  ad d i t i o n a l  d e t a i l s )  w as  sh a r ed  wi t h  p a r t i c ip an t s  a t  

l e as t  tw o  w eek s  p r io r  t o  t h e i r  s ch edu l ed  i n t e rv i ew  s es s i ons ,  wi th  t he i r  

co ns en t  f o r  aud i o  reco r d in g ,  fo l lo wi ng  t h e  gu i d e l i n es  o u t l i n ed  by  

M er r i am  (1 99 8 )  and  R ub in  and  R ub i n  ( 1 99 5 ) .  

T h e  in t e r v i ew gu i de  [see A p p en d ix  L  ( c ) ]  comp r i s ed  1 9  open - end ed  

q u es t io ns  a im ed  a t  en cou r ag in g  p ar t i c ip an t s  t o  p ro v i de  d e t a i l ed  

i ns i g h t s  i n to  t he i r  ex p e r i en ces ,  v i ewpo in t s ,  an d  p r ac t i c es .  Th e  in i t i a l  

q u es t io n  r equ es t ed  p a r t i c ip an t s  t o  o f f e r  b r i e f  s e l f - i n t r od uc t i on s ,  

i n c lu d i ng  es sen t i a l  b ackg r ou nd  in f o rma t i on  s u ch  as  ag e  an d  edu ca t io n a l  

q u a l i f i c a t io ns .  Th i s  i n t r od u c t o r y  s t ep  w as  in t en ded  to  es t ab l i s h  a  

co n t ex tu a l  f r am ew or k  fo r  t h e i r  s ub sequ en t  r e sp on s es .  

P ro f e s s i on a l s  w e r e  a l so  p ro mpt ed  to  c l a r i fy  t he  t e rm in o log y  th ey  us e  

w h en  d i s cus s in g  the  no n - co ns en su a l  d i s t r i bu t io n  o f  s exu a l  m at e r i a l .  

T h i s  f ou nd a t io na l  qu es t i on  s e r ved  a s  a  b as i s  f o r  exp l o r ing  t h e  v a r io us  

l ang u ag e  nu an ces  p r ev a l en t  i n  t h e  f i e ld .  

Fu r th e rm o re ,  p a r t i c i p an t s  w e r e  a sk ed  to  ou t l i n e  t he i r  s t and a r d  

p r o ced ur e s  wh en  r es po nd in g  to  T FS V  ca s e s ,  e lu c i d a t i ng  th e  s t eps  t aken  

u p on  in i t i a l  co n t ac t  w i th  s u rv i vo r s .  T hey  w er e  en co u r ag ed  t o  sh a r e  

d e t a i l s  ab ou t  memor ab l e  c as es ,  r epo r t in g  t r en ds ,  an d  th e  ty p i ca l  

p r o f i l e s  o f  s u rv i vo rs .  A dd i t i on a l l y ,  pa r t i c ip an t s  we r e  p rom pt ed  t o  

en g ag e  w i th  t op ic s  s u ch  as  t h e  p o t en t i a l l y  g en d e red  n a t u re  o f  T FS V,  

t h e  i n t e r s ec t io ns  b e t w een  T FSV  s u rv i vo r sh ip  and  o th e r  v i c t i mi za t i on  
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ex p e r i en ces ,  t h e  d yn ami cs  o f  t ru s t -b u i l d i ng  w i th  s u rv i vo rs ,  and  an y  

em ot i on a l  ch a l l en ges  t hey  en co un te r ed .  

T h e  in t e r v i ew gu i de  a l so  i nq u i r ed  ab ou t  t h e  p ro f es s i on a l s '  p ro f es s i on a l  

t r a i n i ng  and  t h e i r  ev a lu a t io n  o f  l eg a l  r e s po ns e s  i n  G r eece  r eg ar d i ng  

n o n- con s ens u a l  s har i ng  o f  s ex u a l  m at e r i a l .  L as t ly ,  p a r t i c ip an t s  w e re  

i nv i t ed  t o  o f f e r  p e r s on a l  i n s ig h t s  i n to  an d  r e f l e c t io ns  on  T FS V as  a  

s o c i e t a l  p h en om enon ,  w h i ch  a l l o w ed  th em t o  con t r ib u t e  co n c l ud i ng  

r em ark s  o r  ad d i t i o na l  o bs e rv a t io ns  as  t h ey  d eem ed  ap p ro pr i a t e .  

In  s umm ar y ,  t h i s  i n t e rv i ew  g u i d e ,  f e a tu r in g  op en - end ed  qu es t i on s ,  was  

d e s i gn ed  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  i n - d ep t h  d i s cus s io ns  wi t h  p ro f es s io na l s  ded i ca t ed  

t o  w or k i ng  w i th  s u r v iv or s  o f  T FS V.  I t s  p u rp os e  w as  t o  con t r ib u t e  t o  a  

d eep er  u nd e r s t an d in g  o f  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  i s su e .  P r ov i d i ng  t he  in t e r v i ew 

g u i d e  w el l  i n  adv ance  o f  t h e  in t e r v i ews  en su r ed  p a r t i c ip an t s '  r e ad in es s  

an d  f os t e r ed  co ns t ru c t iv e  an d  in fo rm a t i v e  exch an g es  th r ou g ho u t  t h e  

i n t e rv i ew  p ro cess .  

 

Methods for  Data  Analys is  

In  t h i s  r es ea rch ,  a  q u a l i t a t i v e  app ro ach  w as  cho s en  t o  exp lo r e  t h e  

ex p e r i en ces  o f  i nd iv id u a l s  wh o  h av e  ex p e r i en ced  T FS V,  a s  we l l  a s  

p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  an d  p r o f es s io n a l s  w ho  h av e  w or k ed  w i t h  T FS V 

s u rv iv or s .  T h i s  ch o i ce  w as  m ad e  du e  to  t h e  un d er r ep r e s en t a t i on  o f  

T FS V i n  ex i s t i ng  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and  t he  g oa l  w as  to  g a i n  i n s igh t s  i n to  

h um an  exp e r i en ces  ( S i l v e rm an ,  20 00 ) .  
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Fo r  d a t a  an a lys i s ,  t h e  m et ho d  s e l ec t ed  w as  t h em at i c  an a ly s i s  ( TA ) .  TA  

i s  a  w id e l y  us ed  me t ho d  f o r  an a l ys in g  q ua l i t a t i v e  d a t a  and  i s  ad ap t ab l e  

t o  v a r io us  t heo r e t i ca l  ap pr o ach es  (B r au n  and  C l a r ke ,  2 006 ) .  I t  i nv o l ve s  

d e t ec t i ng ,  ev a lu a t in g ,  an d  r epo r t i n g  pa t t e r ns  ( t h em es )  i n  q u a l i t a t i v e  

d a t a  (B r au n  and  C la r k e ,  20 06 ) .   

S e l ec t in g  an  ap p roach  t o  t h em at i c  an a l ys i s  g ro un d ed  in  ph eno m en o lo gy  

co n t r i bu ted  to  m y  d ec i s i on  t o  us e  a  t hem at i c  ap p ro ach  i ns p i r ed  b y  

In t e r p re t a t i v e  P h eno m en o lo g i ca l  An a ly s i s  ( IP A) .  IP A  con s t i t u t e s  a  

t h em at i c  ap p ro ach  t o  an a ly s i s  t h a t  f o cu s es  o n  ho w in d i v id u a l s  

ex p e r i en ce  ev en t s  t h r ou gh  t h e  i nd u c t i ve  g en e r a t i on  o f  t hem es  ac ro ss  

r e s po ns es  t o  i n t e rv i ew o r  su rv ey  qu es t i on s  (Sm i t h  &  Osbo r n ,  2 00 3 ) .  I t  

w as  d eem ed  us e fu l  t o war ds  th e  a im s  an d  o b j ec t i v es  o f  t h i s  r es ea r ch  

b a s ed  o n  th e i r  f o cus  o n  th e  ex pe r i en ces  an d  a t t i t ud es  o f  pa r t i c i p an t s ,  

w h ich  i s  t h e  fo cus  o f  an  IPA  ap p ro ach  ( Be l l ,  2 01 4 ) .   

T h e  go a l  o f  t h em at i c  an a ly s i s  w as  to  un cov e r  m ean i ng  i n  t ex t s  an d  

an a lys e  r ep ea t i ng  th em es  o r  p a t t e rn s  o f  mean i ng  in  o r d er  t o  b e t t e r  

co mp r eh end  s u rv i vo r s ' ,  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s ' ,  an d  p ro f es s io n a l s ’  ex p er i en ces  

o f  T FSV .  Th i s  ap pro ach  a l ig n ed  w i th  th e  r es ea rch  q ues t i on s  ( s ee  ab ov e  

i n  t h e  m eth od o l og y  ch ap te r ,  un d er  “ r es ea r ch  d e s i gn ” ) ,  wh i ch  r e f e r r ed  

t o  sp ec i f i c  g r ou ps  o f  p a r t i c ip an t s ,  l ead in g  to  d i s t i n c t  t h em es  em erg in g  

f r om  each  g ro up ' s  d a t as e t .  

T h e  d a t a  f o r  t h em at i c  an a l ys i s  c am e  f ro m in t e r v i ew s  wi th  su r v i vo rs  o f  

T FS V,  G r eek  p o l i ce  o f f i c e r s ,  an d  p ro fe s s i on a l s  wo r k in g  in  co un s e l l i n g  

an d  su pp o r t  r eg ar d in g  T FS V .  Th r ee  b as i c  c a t ego r i es  w er e  c r ea t ed :  i )  



88 
 

S ur v i vo rs ’  ex p er i en ce s  o f  T FS V,  i i )  Po l i c e  o f f i c e r s ’  pe r cep t io ns  o f  

T FS V cas e s ,  and  i i i )  P r o fe s s io na l s ’  a t t i t u des  r ega r d i ng  TFS V ca s es .  

T h es e  d i s t i n c t io ns  g u i d ed  th e  an a l ys i s  p r es en t ed  in  t h e  fo l lo wi ng  

ch ap t e r s .  

T h e  p ro ces s es  o f  un d e r t ak in g  t h i s  ana l ys i s  w e r e  a r r i ved  o n  th e  b a s i s  o f  

IP A  m e th od s  (Sm i th ,  e t  a l .  19 99 ) .  Th em es  w e re  n o t  p r e -de t e rmi n ed  b u t  

g en e ra t ed  u s in g  an  i nd u c t i v e  app ro ach  to  co d in g  so  as  n o t  t o  p r e ju dg e  

t h e  d a t a  by  f i r s t  d e t e rm in i ng  t h e  t h emes  t he  r es ea r ch e r  an t i c i p a t ed  

m i gh t  a r i s e  i n  t h e  da t a  ( L i nn eb er g  & Ko r sg aa rd ,  20 19 ) .  Raw  d a t a  w as  

r ead  and  r e - r ead  fo r  r e l ev an t  t h em es ,  u s i ng  a  m e th od  w he r e  t h em es  

g en e ra t ed  ac r os s  on e  t ex t  cou ld  b e  com p ar ed  wi th  th em es  ac ros s  o t h e r  

t ex t s  s o  a s  t o  r e f i ne  th em  (T h o mas ,  20 1 3) .  T ex t s  w e r e  an n o t a t ed  u s i ng  

t h e  l e f t - h an d  co lu mn  o f  t h e  pag e  to  r e co r d  in i t i a l  t h ou gh t s  and  

r e s po ns es  t o  t h e  t ex t  r e l ev an t  t o  t h e  s t ud y ’s  r e s ea r ch  qu es t io ns ,  and  

t h en  th em es  w e r e  gen e r a t ed  f ro m t h ese  no t es  i n  t he  r i gh t - h and  co l um n 

o f  t he  t ex t .  Th em es  w e r e  a r r i ved  a t  on  th e  b a s i s  n o t  s i mply  i n  t e r ms  o f  

f r eq uen cy  o f  r e sp on s e ,  b u t  h ow  em pha t i c  r esp on s es  w e r e  ( Gi bs on  &  

B r ow n,  2 00 9 ) ,  b ea r i ng  i n  m in d  a l so  t he  ph eno meno lo g i ca l  r a t i on a l e  

b eh i nd  IPA  t o  em ph as i z e  un sp ok en  o r  im pl i c i t  a t t i t ud es ,  f e e l i ng s  a n d  

ex p e r i en ces  a l on gs id e  o v e r t  op in i on s  o r  s t a t em en t s  o f  b e l i e f  (Sm i th ,  

1 9 96 ) .  Us i ng  com par i s on  ac r os s  t ex t s ,  t h e se  t h em es  we r e  r e f in ed  i n t o  

co mmo n th em es  ac ro ss  t h e  da t a  fo r  a  g i v en  s e t  o f  p a r t i c ipan t s  ( e .g . ,  

s u rv iv or s ,  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s ,  p r o fe s s io na l s )  an d  r e f i n ed  in to  th e  th em es  

t h a t  s t ru c tu r e  t h e  da t a  an a l ys i s  ch ap t e r s  b e l o w.  T h es e  th em es  a r e  

p r e s en t ed  ac ro ss  Tab l es  4  t o  6  b e l o w.  
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T a b l e  4  

I n s i g h t s  f r o m  S u r v i v o r s :  K e y  Th e m e s  f r o m  T F S V  I n t e r v i e w  An a l y s i s  
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T abl e  5  

Th em at i c  Ana ly s i s  o f  Po l i c e  R esp onses  to  TF SV  
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T abl e  6  

P ro f es s ion a l s ’  Percep t io ns  on  TF SV 

 

 

 

The Posi t ional i ty  o f  the  Researcher  

R ef l ex iv i ty ,  a s  d e f in ed  by  B ur aw oy  ( 20 0 3) ,  en t a i l s  a  comp r eh en s iv e  

ex amin a t io n  o f  t h e  en t i r e  r es ea r ch  p r oce s s ,  w h i ch  i n c l ud es  s c r u t i n i z i ng  

t h e  p r ac t i c es ,  i d en t i t i e s ,  and  r o l es  o f  a l l  i nv o l v ed  p a r t i e s .  Q u a l i t a t i v e  

r e s ea r ch e rs  o f t en  en cou n t e r  p r ac t i c a l  ch a l l en g es  w h en  con d uc t in g  

s tu d i es  amo n g  pa r t i c i p an t s  w ho  m ay  s eem  f ami l i a r ,  a s  w as  th e  ca s e  in  



93 
 

m y s t ud y  i nv o l v in g  su r v i vo rs  o f  T FS V,  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s ,  an d  

p r o f es s io n a l s  w o rk i ng  wi t h  su rv iv or s ,  a l l  o f  w hom  ar e  f ro m G r eece .  

T h e  sh a r ed  na t io n a l i t y  an d  l ang u ag e  am on g  th e  s t ud y  p ar t i c ip an t s  an d  

m ys e l f  r a i s e  p e r t i nen t  qu es t i on s  ab ou t  t h e  ex t en t  o f  ou r  f ami l i a r i t y  and  

t h e  po t en t i a l  bo un da r i es  t ha t  n eed  n av i g a t i on .  Wi ed e rh o ld  (2 01 5 )  

c a t eg o r i zes  re s ea r ch e r s  i n  su ch  f am i l i a r  env i r onm ent s  as  “ i ns i d e r s ”  o r  

“ r e s ea rch e rs  a t  hom e . ”  In  m y  cas e ,  t he  f a c t  t ha t  I  w as  G reek  wi t h  a  

b ackg r ou nd  as  t h e  M an ag i n g  Di r ec to r  o f  t he  C yb e r  Secu r i t y  

In t e r n a t i on a l  In s t i t u t e  and  th e  fac t  t h a t  I  had  a  s imi l a r  s oc i a l i za t io n  

b ackg r ou nd  to  t h e  p a r t i c ip an t s  g r an t ed  m e  u n iq u e  acces s  t o  k no wl edg e  

an d  in f o r ma t i on  n o t  r e ad i l y  av a i l ab l e  t o  o t he r s .  H en ce ,  I  c an  b e  

co ns id e r ed  an  in s i de r - r e s ea r che r  b a sed  o n  t h es e  a t t r i bu t e s .  

T h e  e f f ec t  o f  my  s t a t us  a s  an  in s id e r -  o r  a c t i v i s t - r e sea r che r  r eq u i r es  

s om e  r e f l e c t io n  wi th  r eg a rd s  t o  p os i t i on a l i t y .  R es ea r ch e rs ’  i d en t i t i e s  

c an  s h ap e  th e i r  w o rk  ( Hayn es ,  2 01 2 )  an d  th e  re l a t i v e  pos i t i o ns  o f  

r e s ea r ch e r  and  p a r t i c i p an t  c an  i mp ac t  h o w p ar t i c i p an t s  r es po nd  t o  

p r om pt s  an d  ho w r es ea r ch e r s  an a ly se  th a t  d a t a  (M ay  & P er r y ,  20 10 ) .  

Fo r  ex ampl e ,  t h e  s t a t us  o f  t h e  r e s ea r ch e r  as  an  N G O ac t iv i t y  i nv o l v ed  

w i t h  w om en ’s  r i gh t s  mi g h t  i n du ce  so c i a l  d es i rab i l i t y  b i as ,  b y  wh ich  

r e s po nd en t s  a t t em pt  t o  p r ov id e  mo r e  so c i a l l y  a ccep t ab l e ,  d e s i r ab l e  o r  

‘ co r r ec t ’  r es po ns e s  ( Bu rg ess ,  19 82 ) .   

A w ar eness  o f  o ne ’ s  o wn  p os i t i on a l i t y  i n  t h i s  r eg a r d  can  as s i s t  i n  

o v e r com in g  su ch  b i a s e s  ( Qin ,  20 16 ) .  M a in t a in i ng  a  r e f l ex iv e  aw ar en ess  

o f  o n e ’s  po s i t i o n  an d  v a l u es  and  t h e  as su mpt io ns  th a t  t h ey  m ig h t  b r in g  



94 
 

t o  b ear  o n  r e sea r ch  and  an a l ys i s  i s  e s sen t i a l  i n  o r d er  t o  av o i d  b i as in g  

d a t a  co l l e c t i on  an d  an a l ys i s  (B ou r ke ,  2 0 14 ) .  Nev e r th e l e s s ,  my  s t a tu s  as  

an  i ns i d e r  do es  a l so  p r ov id e  m e  wi t h  a  un iq u e  i ns ig h t  i n to  t h e  i s s u es  

r a i s ed  in  t h e  co ur se  o f  t h i s  r es ea r ch .  T e r r y  an d  H ayf i e ld  ( 20 20 ;  20 21 )  

a r g u e  t h a t  t h ema t i c  an a l ys i s  i s  bo l s t e red  b y  in s id e r  i n s i gh t  and  th a t  t h e  

r e s ea r ch e r ’ s  su b j ec t iv i ty  –  o n e  s ub j ec t  t o  s u f f i c i en t  r e f l e c t io n  wi t h  

r eg a rd s  t o  p os i t i o na l i t y  –  c an  b eco m e a  r e so ur ce  an d  t oo l  o f  an a ly s i s  a s  

o p pos ed  to  an  o bs t ac l e  t o  o b j ec t i v i t y .  D esp i t e  no t  h av in g  a  p e r so na l  

h i s t o ry  o f  T FS V ,  my  p r ev i ous  co n t ac t  w i t h  ma l e  and  f emal e  s u r v i vo rs  

d u r i ng  my  em plo ym ent  a t  t h e  Cy be r  S ecu r i ty  In t e r na t i on a l  In s t i t u t e  an d  

m y  20 17  s tu dy  o n  th e  m en t a l  h ea l t h  im p ac t  o f  T FS V p rov id ed  m e  wi t h  

i n s i g h t s  an d  p r econc ep t io ns  t ha t  cou l d  in f l u en ce  my  d o c to r a l  r es ea r ch .   

T h e  r e l a t i v e  i d en t i t i e s  o f  p a r t i c ip an t s  an d  r e sea r ch e r s  c an  a l s o  

i n f lu en ce  da t a  co l l e c t i on  an d  an a ly s i s  ( M acb e t h ,  2 00 1 ) .  C u l t u re ,  a s  

d e f i n ed  b y  K end a l l  ( 20 11 ) ,  i s  i n sep a r ab l e  f ro m e t hn ic i t y  an d  i s  a  

f u nd am ent a l  m a rk er  o f  i d en t i t y ,  en com p as s in g  sh a r ed  t an g i b l e  and  

i n t an g i b l e  a sp ec t s  w i t h i n  a  g ro up .  In  m y  s t ud y ,  a l l  p a r t i c i p an t s  

i d en t i f i ed  as  G r eek  sp eak er s ,  a  sh a r ed  ch a rac t e r i s t i c  t h a t  I  a l so  

p os s es s ,  i n  ad d i t i on  t o  my  f lu ency  in  E n g l i sh  and  G er m an .  T h i s  s h ar ed  

l ang u ag e  m ad e  m e  a  cu l t u r a l  i n s id e r  am on g  th e  p a r t i c i p an t s ,  

f a c i l i t a t i ng  sm oo the r  i n t e r ac t i on s .  A n  i l l u s t r a t i v e  in c i d en t  i nv o lv e s  a  

p a r t i c ip an t  w ho  u s ed  t h e  ph r as e  “and  th e  m on t h  i s  n i n e ”  (a  co l l oq u i a l  

G r eek  exp r es s i on  m ean in g  “on e  co u ld n ’ t  c a r e  l e s s” )  t o  d e s c r ib e  h ow  

p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  r e spo n ded  w h en  sh e  r epo r t ed  h e r  c as e  o f  TFS V,  whi ch  

m eans  th a t  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  d i d  no t  pay  a t t en t i on  t o  h e r  c ase .  T h e  us e  o f  
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t h i s  un ex p l a i n ed  p hr a s e  can  b e  p e r ce i ved  as  an  ex pr e s s i on  w ho s e  

m ean in g  th e  p a r t i c ip an t  ex pec t ed  m e  ( th e  r es ea rch e r )  t o  kn o w s in ce  I  

co u l d  sp eak  t h e  l ang u ag e .  

G en d er ,  a s  ex t en s ive l y  d eb a t ed  i n  f em in i s t  s cho la r sh ip  ( Man oh a r  e t  a l . ,  

2 0 19 ) ,  p l ays  a  s i gn i f i c an t  r o l e  i n  s o c i a l  r e s ea r ch .  R es ea rch e r s  o f  t h e  

s ame  g end e r  a s  p a r t i c ip an t s  m ay  e l i c i t  mo r e  o pen  sh a r i ng ,  a s  o bs e rv ed  

i n  my  s t ud y  p r im a r i ly  i n vo lv i ng  f em ale  su r v iv o rs .  My  g en d e r  a s  a  

f em al e  r e s ea r ch er  m ad e  s om e  p a r t i c ipan t s  mo r e  com f or t ab l e  sh a r i ng  

t h e i r  exp e r i ence s ,  b e l i ev in g  t h a t  I  wou ld  b e t t e r  u nd e r s t an d  and  b e  l e s s  

j ud gm en t a l .  

Fu r th e rm o re ,  t h e  ag e  o f  t he  r es ea rch er  i n  r e l a t i on  to  t h a t  o f  t h e  

p a r t i c ip an t s  c an  p ro f ou nd ly  im p ac t  soc i a l  r es ea rch ,  i n f luen c in g  t r us t  

an d  th e  d ep th  o f  i n f o rm a t io n  sh a r ed  (M ano h a r  e t  a l . ,  20 19 ) .  In  m y  ca s e ,  

m y  ag e  po s i t i v e l y  im p ac t ed  i n t e rac t ion s ,  p a r t i cu l a r l y  wi th  yo un ge r  

p a r t i c ip an t s ,  w ho  fe l t  a t  ea s e  exp r es s in g  th e i r  v i ew s .  

In  ad d i t i o n  t o  t h es e  con s i d er a t io ns ,  i t ' s  e s s en t i a l  t o  a ckno w ledg e  t he  

t o l l  t h a t  con du c t ing  t h i s  r es ea r ch  to ok  on  my  o w n  m en t a l  h ea l th .  D a t a  

co l l e c t i on  d u r in g  th e  C O V ID -1 9  p an demi c  i n t ro du ced  add i t i on a l  

ch a l l en g es ,  i n c l ud in g  s t r a i n ed  in t e r v i ew s  d u e  t o  s a f e ty  p ro to co l s  an d  

d i f f i cu l t i e s  i n  en g ag in g  p a r t i c i p an t s  wh o  h ad  p and em i c - r e l a t ed  

co n cer ns .  T hes e  cha l l eng es ,  com bi n ed  w i th  t he  em ot i on a l  w e i gh t  o f  

i n t e rv i ewi ng  T FS V v i c t ims ,  t o ok  a  t o l l  o n  my  w el l -b e i ng .  R e l i v in g  

t h e i r  t r aum at i c  s to r i e s  du r i ng  t he  an a ly s i s  ph as e  was  emot io na l l y  
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ex h au s t i ng ,  r eq u i r in g  a  d e l i c a t e  b a l ance  b e t w een  p r es en t i ng  f in d i ng s  

an d  r e sp ec t i ng  t h e  p a r t i c ip an t s '  n a r ra t i v es .  

H o w ev e r ,  de sp i t e  t h e s e  cha l l en g es ,  t h i s  r es ea r ch  p r o j ec t  s ig n i f i c an t ly  

d ev e l op ed  m y  r o l e  a s  a  r es ea r ch e r .  I t  r eq u i r ed  m e  to  t ake  r e s po ns i b i l i t y  

f o r  my  ac t i on s ,  m ak e  d ec i s i on s ,  an d  co n du c t  i n t e r v i ews ,  u l t i m at e l y  

en h an c i ng  m y  con f id en ce  and  com p et en ce  as  a  r es ea r ch e r .  I  am  no w 

m o re  eag e r  t o  emb race  fu tu r e  r e sea r ch  p ro j ec t s  i n d ep end en t l y .  

A d d i t i o na l l y ,  my  p r o f es s i on a l  h i s t o ry  a s  a  M an ag in g  Di r ec t o r  a t  an  

N G O  p ro v i d i ng  coun s e l l i n g  and  s up po r t  t o  su rv iv or s  i n f l uen ced  m y  

i n t e rp r e t a t io n  o f  t he  f i nd in gs ,  em ph as i z i n g  th e  p os i t i v e  im p ac t  o f  

em po w erm en t  an d  su p po r t  f o r  t r aum a  su r v i vo rs .  

 

Ethical  Chal lenges  and Strategies  for  Minimizing  

Retraumatizat ion  

T hi s  r es ea r ch  s tu dy ,  ap p ro v ed  b y  t h e  U n iv e rs i t y  o f  E ss ex  ( s ee  

A p p en d ix  A) ,  add r es s es  s ev e r a l  e t h i ca l  con s i d er a t io ns  in  l i n e  wi t h  t h e  

g u i d an ce  o f  P lum mer  ( 20 01 ) .  T h es e  e th i ca l  con s id e r a t io ns  en com pass  

t h e  p a r t i c i p an t s ,  t he  r e sea r ch e r ,  and  th e  o v e ra l l  n a t u re  o f  t h e  r e sea r ch  

p r o j ec t ,  i n c l ud i ng  in t e l l e c t u a l  p ro p e r ty ,  i n f o r m ed  co ns en t ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  

w i t hd r aw,  co nf id en t i a l i t y ,  an d  th e  so ur ce s  o f  r es ea r ch  fun d i ng .  In  t h i s  

s tu dy ,  wh i ch  f o cu se s  o n  th e  exp e r i en ce s  o f  v i c t im s  o f  d i s t r es s i ng  

ev en t s  s u ch  as  p r i vacy  v io l a t io ns ,  b e t ray a l  by  acqu a in t ances ,  and  

t h rea t s  f r om in t e r ne t  t ro l l s  an d  cyb e rs t a l k e r s ,  sp ec i f i c  e th i ca l  

ch a l l en g es  a r i s e .  
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P r i mar i ly ,  t h i s  s tu dy  de lv e s  i n t o  v i c t im iza t io n  exp e r i en ce s ,  po t en t i a l l y  

ex po s i ng  p a r t i c ip an t s  t o  r e t r aum at i za t io n  d ur in g  t h e  r es ea r ch  p r oce ss  

( S eed a t ,  20 04 ) .  To  ad d r es s  t h i s  co n cern ,  r i g o r ou s  s t r a t eg i e s  we r e  

i mpl emen t ed  t o  min imi ze  th e  r i s k  to  pa r t i c i p an t s .  Th e  u tm os t  em ph as i s  

w as  p l aced  on  ens u r i ng  p a r t i c ip an t  con f id en t i a l i t y ,  g i v en  th e  s ens i t i v e  

n a tu r e  o f  t h e  d a t a  co l l e c t ed .  A no ny mi ty  an d  ps eud on yms  w e r e  o f f e r ed  

a s  p r o t ec t i v e  m easu r e s  t o  s a fegu a r d  pa r t i c i p an t s '  i d en t i t i e s .  

Fu r th e rm o re ,  con s id e r i ng  t h e  e t h i ca l  im pl i ca t io ns  o f  s t o r i ng  d a t a  

r e l a t ed  t o  t h i s  r es ea r ch  w i th in  an  o n l in e  co n t ex t  (B u ch anan  &  Z imm er ,  

c i t ed ,  2 01 2  in  Iakon o  e t  a l . ,  2 01 6 ) ,  p a r t i c ip an t s  w e r e  in fo r med  th a t  

t h e i r  d a t a  w ou l d  b e  s ecu r e l y  s to r ed  on  a  p r o t ec t ed  co mp ut e r .  

S eco nd ly ,  t h i s  s tu dy  em plo y ed  o n l i n e -b a s ed  re s ea r ch  me th o ds ,  u t i l i z in g  

s o c i a l  m ed i a  p l a t fo r m s  s u ch  as  Faceboo k  and  In s t ag r am  as  r e c r u i t m en t  

t oo l s .  Wh i l e  on l in e  r e s ea r ch  o f f e r s  adv an t ages  su ch  a s  e as e  o f  

p a r t i c ip an t  r e c r u i tm en t ,  i t  a l so  p r es en t s  u n i qu e  ch a l l enges ,  p a r t i cu l a r ly  

r e l a t ed  t o  t r us t  and  p r i vacy  ( G el i n as  e t  a l . ,  20 17 ) .  To  ad dr e s s  t h es e  

co n cer ns ,  t r ans p a ren cy  w as  a  k ey  p r i nc i p l e .  T h e  r es ea r che r  op en ly  

s h a r ed  h e r  r e a l  i d en t i t y  f ro m th e  ou t se t ,  r e f r a in i ng  f rom  d ecep t i v e  

p r ac t i ce s  o r  t h e  c r ea t i on  o f  f a l s e  o n l i ne  p e r s on as  [ f o r  f u r th e r  d e t a i l s  

s ee  A pp end ix  B ( a ) ] .  Th i s  app r oach  a im ed  t o  bu i l d  t r us t  w i t h  po ten t i a l  

p a r t i c ip an t s  an d  mi t ig a t e  an y  po t en t i a l  emb a r r as s m en t  o r  m i s t r us t  

a r i s in g  f ro m t h e  phy s i ca l  d i s t an ce  b e tw een  th e  r e s ea r ch er  and  t he  

t a rg e t ed  so c i a l  m ed i a  u se r s .  

In  s umm ar y ,  t h i s  r es ea r ch  s tu dy ,  e t h i ca l l y  app r ov ed  by  the  U n iv e r s i t y  

o f  E ss ex ,  n av ig a t ed  th e  s p ec i f i c  e t h i ca l  com pl ex i t i e s  a s s oc i a t ed  wi th  
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v i c t i mi za t i on  r e s ea r ch  an d  on l in e -b a s ed  da t a  co l l e c t i on  by  p r io r i t i z in g  

p a r t i c ip an t  co nf id en t i a l i t y ,  i n fo r med  co ns en t ,  and  t r ans p ar en cy .  T h es e  

s t r a t eg i e s  w e re  i mpl em en t ed  t o  ens u r e  t h e  w e l l - b e in g  o f  pa r t i c i p an t s  

an d  m ain t a in  t h e  i n t eg r i t y  o f  t h e  r es ea r ch  p r oce ss .  

 

Limitat ions  of  the Study 

In  an y  r es ea r ch  s tud y ,  i t  i s  e s s en t i a l  t o  a ck no wl edg e  an d  ad d r es s  i t s  

l imi t a t i o ns  t o  ensu re  t r ans p ar en cy  wi t h i n  th e  con t ex t  o f  t he  p ro j ec t  

( E lm an ,  20 20 ) .  L imi t a t i ons  can  v a ry  i n  n a t u r e  an d  imp ac t ,  and  i t  i s  

c r u c i a l  t o  d i scus s  t h em can d i d l y .  

A s  a  s o l e  r e s ea r ch er ,  I  f a ced  a  s ig n i f i can t  ob s t ac l e  i n  t h i s  s t ud y ,  

p r im a r i l y  du e  to  t he  f o rmi dab l e  d i f f i cu l t y  o f  r each i ng  p ar t i c ip an t s .  Th e  

ex t ens iv e  t i me  an d  e f f o r t  r equ i r ed  f o r  co l l e c t i ng  i n t e rv i ew  d a t a  and  

q u es t io nn a i r e  r e sp on s es  re su l t ed  i n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  sm al l  po o l  o f  

p a r t i c ip an t s .  I t  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  emp h as i ze  th a t  t h i s  l imi t a t io n  d oes  no t  

d imi n i sh  th e  v a l u e  o f  m y  s tu dy ;  i n s t ead ,  i t  u nd e rs co r e s  a  d i s t i n c t  

s t r eng th  o f  my  p r o j ec t .  I  i n t en t i on a l ly  ch os e  t o  wo r k  wi t h  a  s ma l l e r  

s ampl e  s i z e  b ecau se  o f  t h e  s ca r c i ty  o f  p r i o r  r es ea rch  in  t h i s  p a r t i cu l a r  

a r ea ,  m ak i ng  i t  qu i t e  an  u nd e r - r e s ea r ch ed  t e r r i t o r y .  M y p r o j ec t  do es  n o t  

a im  fo r  u n iv e rs a l  gen e r a l i z ab i l i t y ;  i n s t e ad ,  i t  o f f e r s  v a l uab l e  i n s ig h t s  

i n  a  f i e ld  wi t h  l imi t ed  p r io r  exp lo r a t ion .  T h i s  m ak es  my  re s ea r ch  

u n i qu e  an d  i mp ac t fu l  i n  i t s  ow n  r i gh t .  In  su mm ary ,  m y  l im i t ed  s am pl e  

s i ze  d o es  n o t  s i gn i fy  a  sh o r t co min g  bu t  r a th e r  h i gh l ig h t s  t h e  fo r mid ab l e  

ch a l l en g e  o f  a ccess i ng  p a r t i c ip an t s  i n  a  do m ain  wh e r e  d a t a  co l l e c t io n  i s  
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n o t o r io us ly  ch a l l eng in g .  I t  a l s o  un de r sco r e s  t h e  r em ark ab l e  

co n t r i bu t io n  o f  m y  r e s ea r ch ,  ad d r es s ing  a  c r uc i a l  g ap  i n  t h e  l i t e r a tu r e  

b y  d e l v in g  in to  an  u n de r - r es ea r ch ed  an d  s en s i t i v e  to p i c .  

M o r eo v er ,  qu a l i t a t i v e  d a t a  co l l e c t i on  in t ro du ces  a  s e t  o f  l i mi t a t io ns  

( B r au n  and  C l a rk e ,  2 00 6) .  O ne  s ig n i f i c an t  co n ce rn  r e l a t es  t o  t h e  

s ens i t i v i t y  o f  t h e  s tu d y  wh en  r eco un t ing  t h e  exp e r i en ce s  o f  t r aum a 

s u rv iv or s  and  u nd er s t and in g  t h e  imp ac t  o n  i nd iv id ua l s  wo r k i ng  w i th  

s u rv iv or s .  T o  ens u re  a  ro bu s t  an a ly s i s ,  a  t h em at i c  an a l ys i s  ap p ro ach  

w as  emp lo yed  to  p re s en t  t h e  mo s t  r ep re s en t a t i v e  r es po ns es  t o  

q u es t io ns .  A dd i t i o na l l y ,  a l l  r e s ea r ch  ins t rum en t s  u nd e r w en t  r i go r ou s  

s c r u t i ny  b e fo r e  d i s t r i bu t io n  t o  t h e  m ain  pa r t i c ip an t  g ro up  to  en su r e  

f a i rn e s s  and  a l i gn men t  wi t h  t h e  r e s ea rch  q u es t io ns .  Th ese  m easu r es  

w e r e  t ak en  to  en han ce  t he  s tu dy ' s  m eth o do l og ica l  r i go r  an d  d a t a  q ua l i t y  

w i t ho u t  im ply in g  an y  r e s ea r ch  b i as .  

A n o t he r  n o t ab l e  l im i t a t i on  i nv o lv e s  t h e  u s e  o f  on l in e  in t e r v i ew s  fo r  

s u rv iv or s  o f  T FS V an d  p ro f es s i on a l s  w o r k in g  wi th  th em a s  t he  da t a  

co l l e c t i on  m et ho d .  T h i s  app r oach  in t r od u ced  u n i qu e  ch a l l en g es ,  

p a r t i cu l a r l y  i n  es t ab l i s h i ng  rap po r t  and  co nn ec t io n  wi th  p a r t i c ip an t s .  

U n l ik e  in - p er so n  in t e rv i ew s ,  wh e r e  bod y  l an gu age  cu es  p l ay  a  

s ig n i f i c an t  ro l e  i n  co mmu ni ca t io n  and  r app o r t -b u i l d in g ,  o n l in e  

i n t e rv i ew s  o f t en  l ack  t h e  op po r t un i ty  t o  ob s e r v e  th es e  n on - v e rb a l  

s ig n a l s .  Th i s  l a ck  m ad e  i t  m o r e  cha l l en g i ng  to  g aug e  t he  emot io n a l  

s t a t e  o f  pa r t i c i pan t s  an d  ad ap t  t h e  i n t e r v i ew  acco rd i ng ly .  A d d i t i o na l l y ,  

s om e  o f  t h e  s u r v i vo r s  p a r t i c i p a t i ng  in  t h i s  r e s ea r ch  ( N = 4  ou t  o f  2 8 )  

d id  n o t  h av e  t h e i r  cam er as  t u r n ed  o n  du r in g  t h e  in t e r v i ews ,  f u r th e r  
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l im i t in g  th e  ab i l i t y  t o  r e ad  v i su a l  cu es .  Th es e  ch a l l en ges  a r e  i mp or t an t  

t o  con s id e r  w h en  ev a lu a t in g  t h e  s t ud y ' s  m eth od o l og y  and  i t s  po t en t i a l  

i mp ac t  o n  t h e  qu a l i t y  o f  t h e  d a t a  co l l ec t ed .  

Fu r th e rm o re ,  i t  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  h i gh l ig h t  t h a t  app r o ach i ng  s u r v iv or s  a s  

r e s ea r ch  p a r t i c ip an t s  p re s en ted  an  add i t i o n a l  l ay e r  o f  com pl ex i t y  an d  

d i f f i cu l ty .  S u rv i vo r  r e s ea r ch  i nh e r en t ly  i nv o l ve s  i n d iv id ua l s  wh o  h av e  

ex p e r i en ced  t r aum a,  an d  g a i n in g  th e i r  t r us t  an d  coo pe r a t io n  i s  a  

d e l i c a t e  p ro ces s .  Th e  t r au m a - in fo r med  app r o ach  us ed  in  t h i s  s t ud y  

a im ed  to  ens u r e  t h e  w e l l - b e i ng  an d  com f or t  o f  s u rv iv or s ,  b u t  i t  

i n ev i t ab l y  add ed  an  ex t r a  l ay e r  o f  ch a l l eng e  to  t h e  r es ea rch  p r o ce ss .  

T h e  e th i ca l  co ns id er a t i on s  and  emo t ion a l  t o l l  a s so c i a t ed  w i t h  th i s  

a s p ec t  o f  t h e  s t ud y  can no t  be  u nd e r s t a t ed .  

In  s umm ar y ,  d es p i t e  t h e  n o t ab le  ch a l l en g es  as s o c i a t ed  wi th  a  l imi t ed  

s ampl e  s i z e ,  t h e  un i qu e  h u rd l e s  o f  o n l i n e  i n t e rv i ew in g ,  an d  th e  

s ens i t i v i t y  o f  ap p roach in g  su rv iv or s  a s  r e s ea r ch  pa r t i c i pan t s ,  t h i s  s tu dy  

w as  u nd e r t ak en  wi th  a  k een  aw ar en ess  o f  i t s  d e f i n ed  s cope  and  

o v e r a r ch i ng  g oa l s .  R a t h e r  t h an  d e t r ac t i ng  f r om  th e  s tu dy ' s  v a lu e ,  t h es e  

ch a l l en g es  s e rv ed  to  un de r s co r e  i t s  d i s t i n c t  s t r en g th s .  T he  d e l i b e ra t e  

ch o i ce  o f  a  sm a l l e r  s am pl e  s i z e ,  n ecess i t a t ed  by  th e  s ca r c i ty  o f  p r io r  

r e s ea r ch  in  t h i s  a rea ,  h ig h l i gh t s  t h e  s tu d y ' s  u n i qu en ess  an d  i t s  p r o fo un d  

i mp ac t  o n  a  l a rg e l y  u nexp lo r ed  d om ain .  Fu r t h e r mo r e ,  wh i l e  o n l in e  

i n t e rv i ew s  i n t ro du ced  t h e i r  ow n  s e t  o f  d i f f i cu l t i e s ,  t h ey  we r e  nav i g a t ed  

w i t h  a  com mi t men t  t o  m et ho do lo g i ca l  r i go r  and  f a i rn es s  i n  da t a  

co l l e c t i on ,  min imi z i ng  an y  po t en t i a l  r e s ea r ch  b i a s .  T hu s ,  i t  i s  c r u c i a l  

t o  con s id e r  t h e s e  ch a l l en g es  in  t h e  b ro ad e r  co n t ex t ,  r e cog n i z i ng  t h a t  
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t h ey  ad d  dep t h  and  ch a r ac t e r  t o  t h e  r esea r ch ,  r a th e r  t h an  d i min i s h in g  

i t s  s i gn i f i c an ce .  A s  su ch ,  wh en  i n t e rp re t i ng  t h e  f i nd in gs ,  t h es e  

s t r eng th s  and  l im i t a t i on s  sh ou ld  b e  h e l d  in  t an d em,  r es u l t i ng  i n  a  mo r e  

co mp r eh ens i v e  and  n uan ced  u nd e rs t and in g  o f  t h e  s t ud y ' s  co n t r i bu t io ns .  
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Chapter 3: TFSV and its Aftermath: The 
Survivors' Voices 
 

Introduction  

T hi s  ch ap t e r  p r es en t s  t h e  r e su l t s  o f  t h e  t h em a t i c  an a ly s i s  o f  t he  28  

i n t e rv i ew s  I  con duc t ed  wi t h  su r v iv o rs  o f  t e chn o l og y - f ac i l i t a t ed  s exu a l  

v io l en ce  ( T FS V) .  Th e  s tu dy  in vo lv ed  in t e r v i ews  wi t h  t w en ty - e i gh t  

s u rv iv or s ,  an d  i t s  p r im a r y  ob j ec t iv e  was  t o  exp l o re  t h e  mu l t i f a ce t ed  

d im en s i on s  o f  T FSV ,  s h ed d in g  l i g h t  on  t h e  v a r io us  a sp ec t s  o f  

v i c t i mi za t i on ,  su rv i vo r  ch a r ac t e r i s t i c s ,  s o c i e t a l  r es po ns es ,  m en t a l  

h ea l th  r ep e r cu ss i ons ,  i n t e r ac t io ns  wi th  l aw  en f o r cem en t ,  en g ag em ent  

w i t h  men t a l  h ea l th  s e r v i ces ,  and  su r v iv o rs '  p e r sp ec t iv e s  o n  ju s t i c e .  Th e  

an a lys i s  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i ew  w as  do n e  t h em at i ca l l y ,  w h i ch  i nv o l v ed  

l i s t en in g  to  t he  i n t e r v i ew s ,  w r i t i n g  the i r  t r ans c r i p t s  an d  ( r e ) r ead in g  

t h em,  an d  th en  pay i ng  a t t en t i on  t o  pa t t e rn s  and  r ecu r r in g  id eas  o r  

co n cep t s  i n  t h e  d a t a  r e l a t ed  to  t he  r esea r ch  qu es t i on s  and /o r  o b j ec t i v es .  

B e l o w I  p r es en t  a  qu i ck  s umm ary  o f  t he  s i x  m a in  th emes  w h ich  

em erg ed  f ro m t h e  an a ly s i s  o f  t h e  i n t e rv i ew  t r an s c r ip t s  ( s ee  a l so  T ab l e  4  

b e lo w ) ;  t h ey  wi l l  be  f u r th e r  p r es en t ed  and  an a l ys ed  in  d ep th  i n  t h e  

f o l lo wi ng  s ec t io ns  o f  t h i s  ch ap t e r .   

T h e  ch ap te r  t ak e s  a  d i s cu rs iv e  app r o ach  t o  exp l o r e  su rv ivo r  

ch a r ac t e r i s t i c s  an d  t h e  dy n ami cs  s u r rou n d in g  T ech no l og y - Fac i l i t a t ed  

S exu a l  V io l en ce  ( TFS V ) .  I t  b eg ins  b y  p r ov id i ng  an  o v e rv i ew o f  t h e  

d emo gr aph i c  p r o f i l e s  o f  s u r v i vo rs ,  h i gh l i gh t in g  t h e  p r ev a l en ce  o f  
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f em al e  su r v i vo rs ,  t h e  ag e  r ang e  a f f ec t ed ,  and  t he  t r ou b l in g  f r equ en cy  

o f  i nc id en t s  o ccur r i ng  d u r in g  th e i r  f o rm at iv e  y ea rs .  Mo r eo v e r ,  i t  s h ed s  

l i g h t  on  t h e  ed u ca t io n a l  b ack g ro un ds  o f  su r v iv o rs ,  r ev ea l in g  th a t  t h e  

m aj o r i t y  h av e  ach iev ed  a  h i gh  l ev e l  o f  edu ca t io n .  T h i s  s ec t i on  a l s o  

em ph as i zes  t h e  d i ve r s i t y  o f  p e rp e t r a t o r s  i nv o lv ed  and  th e  v a r io us  

p l a t fo rm s  th ro ug h  w h ich  no n - co ns en su a l  s ex ua l  con t en t  i s  d i s t r i b u t ed ,  

u n de r s co r i ng  th e  pe r v a s iv e  n a t u r e  o f  T FS V i n  bo th  p e r s on a l  and  d i g i t a l  

s p aces .  

S ub sequ en t l y ,  t h e  ch ap t e r  d e l ve s  i n t o  t h e  p r o fo un d  i mp ac t  o f  T FS V on  

s u rv iv or s '  m en t a l  hea l t h .  I t  emp h as i zes  t h e  p r ev a l en ce  o f  m en t a l  h ea l t h  

r ep e r cu ss i on s ,  wh ich  en comp ass  a  r ang e  o f  i s su e s  su ch  as  an x i e t y ,  

p h ob i a s ,  s l e ep  d i s tu r b an ces ,  e a t in g  d i s o rd e rs ,  an d  ev en  su i c id a l  

t ho ug h t s .  A dd i t i ona l l y ,  i t  ex p l o re s  t he  emot io n a l  t o l l  on  su r v i vo rs ,  

i n c lu d i ng  fee l in gs  o f  b od y  sh am e ,  l o s s  o f  co n t ro l ,  h umi l i a t i on ,  and  

h y pe r v i g i l an ce .  In  d o i ng  s o ,  t h i s  ch ap t e r  h i gh l ig h t s  i n s t an ce s  o f  

r e s i l i en ce  amo ng  su r v i vo rs  an d  th e  en d u r i ng  t ru s t  i s su es  t h a t  m an y  

g r app l e  wi t h  a f t e r  ex p e r i en c i ng  v i c t im iza t io n .  

M ov in g  f o r w a rd ,  t he  ch ap t e r  d e l v es  i n t o  t h e  ph eno m en on  o f  

cy b e rs t a l k i ng ,  a  s ig n i f i c an t  con s eq u en ce  o f  T FS V .  I t  e luc i d a t es  t h e  

p sy cho so ma t i c  and  m en t a l  h ea l th  i s su es  r es u l t i ng  f rom  cyb e r s t a l k in g ,  

i n c lu d i ng  s l e ep  d i s t u rb an ces  and  a  p e rv a s i ve  l a ck  o f  t ru s t .  M o r eo v er ,  

t h i s  s ec t io n  exp l o re s  t he  es ca l a t io n  o f  h a r as s m en t ,  a s  i t  o f t en  

p r og r es s es  f r om  a  s i ng le  p e r p e t r a to r  t o  mu l t i p l e  p e rp e t r a to r s ,  b o t h  i n  

o n l in e  and  o f f l i n e  s p aces .  Th i s  d i scuss io n  un d er s co r es  t he  ex t en t  o f  

d i s t r e s s  end u r ed  b y  v i c t ims  i n  t h e  a f t e r m at h  o f  T FS V i n c id en t s .  
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A  c r i t i c a l  s ec t i on  o f  t h e  ch ap te r  d e t a i l s  t h e  exp e r i en ce s  o f  su r v iv o rs  

w h en  r ep o r t i ng  i nc id en t s  o f  T FSV  t o  l aw  enf o r cem en t  agen c ie s .  T w o  

p r omi n en t  t h em es  em erg e  f r om  t h i s  exami n a t i on :  su rv iv or s '  h es i t a t i on  

o r  r e lu c t an ce  t o  r ep o r t  an d  t h e  su bs t an t i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  enco un t e r ed  by  

t ho s e  wh o  d i d  eng ag e  wi t h  l aw  en fo r cem en t .  T h e  ch ap t e r  sh eds  l i gh t  on  

t h e  f ac t o r s  i n f l u en c i ng  t he  d ec i s i on  n o t  t o  r ep o r t ,  i n c lu d in g  mi s t ru s t  i n  

l aw en fo r cem en t  and  t h e  em ot i on a l  cha l l eng es  a s s oc i a t ed  w i t h  l eg a l  

p r o ceed i ng s .  A dd i t i on a l ly ,  i t  un d e rs co r e s  t h e  n eg a t i v e  i n t e r ac t i ons  

s u rv iv or s  o f t en  h ave  wi th  th e  p o l i c e ,  ch a r ac t e r i z ed  by  in ad equ a te  

s up po r t ,  v i c t im -b l am in g ,  and  u n pr o f es s io n a l  con du c t ,  a l l  o f  wh i ch  

ex ace rb a t e  t h e  t r aum a  ex pe r i en ced  b y  s u rv iv or s .  

A n o t he r  s i gn i f i c an t  a sp ec t  d i s cu ss ed  in  t h i s  ch ap t e r  i s  su r v iv or s '  

r e lu c t an ce  to  s eek  m en t a l  h ea l th  s e rv i ce s  d e sp i t e  en du r i ng  p r o fo un d  

p sy cho lo g i ca l  t r aum a .  I t  e lu c id a t e s  t he  com pl ex  a t t i t u d es  and  

ex p e r i en ces  o f  s u rv i vo r s  r eg a rd in g  men t a l  h ea l t h  su pp o r t ,  i n c l ud in g  

p a s t  n ega t iv e  ex p er i en ce s ,  mi s t ru s t  i n  p r ov id e rs ,  and  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  

t h ey  can  m an age  t he i r  t r aum a  w i th  t h e  su pp o r t  o f  f r i end s  an d  f am i ly .  

M o r eo v er ,  i t  a ckn ow l ed g es  t he  p os i t i ve  imp ac t  o f  p r i v a t e  m en t a l  h ea l t h  

p r ov id e rs  o n  a  mi no r i ty  o f  p a r t i c ip an t s .  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  ch ap t e r  con c l ud es  by  emph as i z i ng  t he  r es t o ra t i v e  

p e r sp ec t i v es  o f  s u rv iv o rs ,  h ig h l i gh t ing  t h e i r  f ocus  o n  soc i e t a l  

r e co gn i t i o n  and  con d em n at i on  o f  t h e  c r im e  r a th e r  t h an  seek in g  r ev eng e .  

I t  u nd e rs co r e s  t h e  s u rv iv or s '  d e s i r e  fo r  comm un i ty  r e in t eg r a t io n  and  

t h e  i mp o r t an ce  o f  ad d r es s in g  th e i r  o wn  s h am e  in  t he  b r o ad e r  co n t ex t  o f  

a ch iev i ng  j us t i c e  an d  h ea l i ng .  
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T a b l e  7  

I n s i g h t s  f r o m  S u r v i v o r s :  K e y  Th e m e s  f r o m  T F S V  I n t e r v i e w  An a l y s i s  
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Survivor Characteris t i cs ,  Perpetrator  Identi t ies ,  and Digi ta l  

Environments  in TFSV 

 

•  C ha ra ct er i s t i cs  o f  s urv i vo rs  

 

T h e  f o l l o win g  d i scu ss io n  ana ly z es  t h e  b as i c  ch a r ac t e r i s t i c s  s u ch  as  t h e  

ag e ,  g en d er ,  edu ca t i on a l  l ev e l  o f  t h e  v i c t ims  an d  th e  p e rpe t r a t o r s  a s  

w e l l  a s  t h e  r e l a t i ons h i p  b e t w een  th em  a s  em erg ed  f rom  t he  an a ly s i s  o f  

t h e  i n t e rv i ew s  wi th  th e  s u r v i vo rs .  O v er a l l ,  am on g  th e  p a r t i c ip an t s  o f  

t h i s  r es ea r ch ,  t h e  m aj o r i t y  w e r e  wo men  (n =26 ,  93 % )  and  o n ly  t wo  

m al e s  ( 7% ) .  Th e  p ar t i c ip an t s  i n  t h i s  r es ea r ch  t a l k ed  ab ou t  t h e i r  

r e l a t i on sh ip s  wi t h  t h e  o pp os i t e  s ex  w i th o u t  r evea l in g  mo re  in fo r ma t i on  

ab ou t  t h e i r  s ex u a l  p r e f e r en ces .  Th e i r  ag e s  r an g ed  f r om  19  t o  45 .  Mo s t  

o f  t he  s u rv iv or s  ( n=2 4  ou t  o f  28 ,  86 %)  w e r e  s t i l l  m in o rs  w h en  t h e i r  

s exu a l  m at e r i a l  w as  p ub l i s h ed  n on - con s en su a l ly  o n  th e  in t e r n e t .  I t  i s  

i mp or t an t  t o  no t e  t h a t  t h e  sp ec i f i c  f i nd in gs  a r e  im po r t an t  t o  s h ed  l i gh t  

o n  th e  p h en om en on  o f  t e chn o l og y - f ac i l i t a t ed  s exu a l  v io l en ce  an d  t o  

b e t t e r  un d er s t an d  w h o  may  b e  su r v ivo r s  and  p e rp e t r a t o r s ;  ho w ev e r ,  du e  

t o  a  l i mi t a t io n  i n  t h e  n um b er  o f  t he  sam pl e ,  we  can no t  d r aw  g en e ra l  

co n c l us i on s .  

C o r r e sp on d in g  r e su l t s  o f  r e l a t ed  r es ea r ch  a l s o  d emo ns t ra t e  t h a t  

s u rv iv or s  o f  no n - con s en su a l  d i s t r i b u t io n  o f  s ex u a l  m at e r i a l  a r e  m ai n l y  

y o un g  wo men  and  n o n - h e t e ro s ex ua l  peo p l e .  Fo r  i n s t an ce ,  G ám ez -

G u ad ix  e t  a l .  (2 01 5)  r epo r t ed  t h a t  w om en  and  y ou ng  in d iv id u a l s  ( e . g . ,  

2 5 -3 5  y ear s ) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  n on - h e t e ro sexu a l s ,  w e re  m o re  l i ke l y  t o  b e  th e  

v i c t i ms  o f  t h e  p e rpe t r a t o r ' s  d i s t r i b u t i on  o r  d i s s emin a t io n  o f  s exu a l  
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p h o to s  o r  m a te r i a l  o f  t he  v i c t i m  wi t hou t  h i s  o r  h e r  w i l l .  H o w ev e r ,  i t  

s ho u l d  b e  no t ed  th a t  a l t ho ug h  som eon e  r ev i ewin g  th e  cu r ren t  r es ea r ch ' s  

f i nd i ng s  cou ld  p r esu m e t h a t  t h e  m aj o r i t y  o f  t ho s e  wh o  exp e r i en ce  T FS V 

a r e  wo men ,  t h i s  wou ld  b e  an  a r b i t r a ry  co n c l us i on .  Th i s  ma i n ly  o ccu rs  

b ecaus e  i t  i s  ex ceed in g l y  ch a l l en g i ng  t o  d e t e rmi n e  t h e  ex t en t  o f  s ex ua l  

v io l en ce  ag a in s t  ma l es  wi t h  any  d egr ee  o f  a ccu r acy .  T he re  i s n ’ t  m u ch  

d a t a  on  s ex u a l  a s s au l t  s i n ce  m any  m en  and  b oy s  a r e  v e ry  r e lu c t an t  t o  

d i s c l os e  s u ch  in f o rm at io n  (R us s e l l ,  200 7 ;  T ou qu e t  &  Go r r i s ,  2 01 6) .  

A cco rd in g  t o  Hl avka  ( 20 16 ) ,  t h i s  un der r ep or t in g  i s  f r equ en t l y  b r ou gh t  

o n  b y  t h e  sh am e  and  s t i gm a as so c i a t ed  w i th  s exu a l  v i c t imi za t io n ,  an d  

t h e  scan t  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  o n  t h i s  su b j ec t  m os t  l i k e l y  un de re s t im at e s  t h e  

t r ue  n um b er  o f  m ale  su r v iv o rs .  

Fu r th e rm o re ,  mo s t  o f  t h i s  s tu dy ’s  p a r t i c i p an t s ,  wh os e  ag es  r an g ed  f r om 

1 9  to  4 5 ,  we r e  in  t h e i r  2 0s  wh en  t h ey  ex p e r i en ced  T FS V.  T he  v a s t  

m aj o r i t y  o f  t h e  su rv iv o rs  i n  t h i s  r es ea r ch  (n =2 5 ,  8 9 % )  a re  p eo p l e  wi th  

a  h i gh  l ev e l  o f  ed uca t i on ,  sp ec i f i c a l ly  u n iv e rs i t y  ed u ca t io n .  M o r eo v er ,  

m os t  o f  t he  s u rv iv or s ( n=26 ,9 3 % )  w er e  s in g l e  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  

i n t e rv i ew  w i th ou t  ch i l d r en ,  wh i l e  o n l y  t wo  p eo p l e  ( 7 % )  pa r t i c i p a t i ng  i n  

t h e  r es ea r ch  repo r t ed  t h a t  t h ey  w er e  d i vo r ced  an d  h ad  o ne  ch i l d  e ach .  

H o w ev e r ,  m os t  o f  t h e  r es ea rc h  o n  T FSV  th a t  h a s  been  ca r r i ed  o u t  s o  f a r  

f o cus es  o n  th e  ad u l t  p op u l a t io n  ( s ee ,  fo r  ex am pl e ,  Th omps on  &  

M o r r i s on ,  20 13 ;  and  D ro u in  e t  a l . ,  201 5 ) .  In  co n t r as t  t o  o th e r  r e sea r ch  

f i nd i ng s  on  t h e  v i c t imi z a t io n  du r i ng  ad u l th oo d  ( s ee  a l s o ,  f o r  exampl e ,  

P ow e l l  and  H en ry ,  2 0 19 ) ,  t h e  cu r r en t  r e s ea r ch  f in d i ng s  sug g es t  t h a t  t h e  

n o n- con s ens u a l  l e ak ag e  o f  t h e  s ex ua l  m at e r i a l  h ap pen ed  w h en  t h e  
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m aj o r i t y  ( 93 % )  o f  t h e  p a r t i c ip an t s  i n  t h i s  r e s ea r ch  w e r e  s t i l l  m i no rs  

an d  sp ec i f i c a l ly  d u r i ng  th e  p e r i od  o f  t h e i r  p r e - ad o l es cen ce  and  

ad o l es cen ce ,  t h a t  i s ,  b e t w een  th e  ag es  o f  13  an d  15 .  Fo r  ex ampl e ,  

co ns id e r  t h e  f o l l o wi ng  q uo te s  f r om two  o f  t h e  pa r t i c ip an t s :   

I  h ad  s en t  [ p i c t u r e s ]  w h i l e  I  was  in  ano th e r  r e l a t i o ns h i p  m any  

y ea r s  ag o ,  wh en  I  w as  1 5  yea r s  o ld ,  I  w on d er  wh y  h i s  r eq u es t  

d id n ’ t  bo th e r  m e  s o  I  w o u ld n ’ t  s en d  any th in g .  In  any  cas e ,  i t ’ s  

d o ne ,  i t  do e sn ’ t  chan g e .  T h e re  w er e  2  p ho t os  t ha t  chang ed  m y  l i f e  

r ad i ca l ly .  ( I f ig en i a ,  24  y ea rs  o ld )  

I t  w as  m y  f i r s t  s e r io us  r e l a t i on sh ip .  I  w as  1 5  a t  t he  t i m e  an d  h e  

w as  1 9 .  Wh en  we  b r o k e  up ,  h e  sen t  [ t he  p i c t u r es ]  t o  o t h e r s .  I  

s t o pp ed  go i ng  t o  s ch o o l  w hen  th i s  a l l  s t a r t ed .  (K at er ina ,  2 6  

y ea rs  o ld ) .  

O n ly  t wo  o f  t h e  p a r t i c ip an t s  (7 % )  in  t h i s  r es ea r ch  rep or t ed  be in g  

v i c t i mi z ed  d ur in g  th e i r  ad u l t ho od  an d ,  mo r e  sp ec i f i c a l ly ,  w h en  t h ey  

w e r e  m ar r i ed .  In  pa r t i cu l a r ,  o n e  wo m an  pa r t i c ip a t in g  in  t h i s  r e s ea r ch  

r ep o r t ed  th a t  du r i ng  a  p e r io d  w h en  she  w as  n o t  g e t t i n g  a l on g  v e ry  w el l  

w i t h  h e r  hus b an d ,  sh e  b eg an  ch a t t i n g  on  s o c i a l  m ed i a  wi t h  a  m u ch  

y o un ge r  m an  wh o  th en  sh a r ed  n ud e  p ho to s  wi th ou t  h e r  con s en t .  

H e  kn ew wh a t  h e  was  t a l k i ng  abo u t ,  he  kn ew  w ho  I  w as ,  h e  k n ew 

I  w as  m ar r i ed ,  I  h ad  r a i s ed  a  ch i ld ,  and  ye t  h e  po s t ed  my  p h o to s .  

O f  co u rs e ,  he  d id n ’ t  adm i t  t h a t  he  d id  i t .  H e  s a i d  so meone  h ad  

h ack ed  my  ce l l  p hon e .  (S t e l la ,  45  y ears  o ld )  

A  man  p a r t i c i p a t i ng  i n  t h i s  r es ea r ch  s t a t ed  h e  w as  3 1  y ear s  o ld  w h en  h e  

s t a r t ed  ch a t t i n g  wi th  an  u nk no w n wo man  o n  In s t ag r am.  He  s a id  he  f e l l  

i n  l o ve  wi t h  h e r  f rom  t he  f i r s t  m om ent  w i th ou t  hav i ng  s een  he r  i n  

p e r so n .  A f t e r  a  m on th ,  sh e  ask ed  h im  t o  s en d  h er  a  v i deo  o f  h im s e l f  

m as tu r b a t i ng .  Wi th i n  ho u rs ,  t h i s  v id eo  h ad  b een  s en t  v i a  ch a t  t o  h i s  

f r i en ds  an d  r e l a t i v es  wi t ho u t  any  w ar n i ng .  As  h e  s a i d :  
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I  d o n ’ t  kn o w ho w I  h i t  i t  o f f  w i t h  t h i s  w om an  g iv en  t h a t  I  h ad  

p r ev io us  l ov e  ex per i en ce s  and  I  n ev er  b e l i ev e  th a t  a t  31  y ea r s  o ld  

a  w om an  wo u ld  d ece i v e  m e  l i k e  th i s  by  ex po s i ng  my  s ex  l i f e ,  

ev en  to  t h e  ey es  o f  my  y ou ng e r  s i s t e r .  ( Ko s t as ,  33  y ea rs  o ld ) .  

T h e  f in d in gs  o f  t h e  cu r ren t  r e s ea r ch  may  a l s o  h i gh l ig h t  so m eth in g  n ew  

f o r  f u r t he r  i nv es t iga t i on  r eg a rd in g  t h e  p ro f i l e  o f  t h e  su rv i vo r s  o f  

T FS V.  T o  d a t e ,  l i t t l e  s t ud y  h as  b een  do n e  on  ad u l t  s exu a l  v i c t imi za t io n  

o n l in e ,  i n c lu d i ng  d i g i t a l  s exu a l  ha r a s sm en t  ( s ee ,  f o r  ex am pl e ,  

T h omp so n  & Mo r r i s on ,  20 13 ;  D ro u i n  e t  a l . ,  20 15 ;  P o we l l  an d  H en r y ,  

2 0 19 ) .  T h es e  s t ud ie s  fo cus  m ain ly  o n  t h e  n a tu r e  and  t h e  d i f f e r en t  f o r ms  

o f  T FSV ,  su ch  a s  d i g i t a l  ha r a s sm en t  o r  im ag e -b as ed  ab use ,  an d  on  t he  

g end e r  o f  i n d iv id u a l s  wh o  h av e  b een  a f f ec t ed  b y  t h es e  p hen om ena .  

H o w ev e r ,  t h es e  s t ud i es  h ave  n o t  f o cu sed  o n  o t h er  f ac to r s  l i n ked  to  t he  

i d en t i t y  o f  s u rv i vo rs  o f  T FSV ,  su ch  as  t h e i r  men t a l  h ea l th  h i s t o r y  o r  

w h e t h e r  t h ey  h ad  been  s u rv i vo r s  o f  s om e  o t h e r  fo r m o f  v io l en ce  in  t he  

p a s t .   

A l t ho ug h  th e  d a t a  o f  t he  cu r r en t  r es ea r ch  a r e  n o t  s u f f i c i en t  t o  d r aw 

g en e ra l  con c l us io ns  d u e  to  t h e  l i mi t a t i on  o f  t h e  s am pl e  nu mb er ,  t h ey  

m ay  n ev e r t he l es s  dem on s t r a t e  a  n ew as p ec t  o f  t h e  su r v i vo r  p r o f i l e  t h a t  

d e s e rv es  fu r t h e r  i nv es t i g a t i on  fo r  a  b e t t e r  u nd e rs t an d in g  o f  t he  

p h en om eno n  o f  T FS V.  Ιn  p a r t i cu l a r ,  t h r ee  o f  t h e  w om en  ( 1 1 %)  

p a r t i c ip a t in g  in  t h i s  r es ea r ch  m en t io ned  t h a t  p r io r  t o  t h e i r  

v i c t i mi za t i on  d u e  to  T FS V,  th ey  h ad  a  h i s t o r y  o f  m en t a l  t r aum a  o r  

ab us e .   



110 
 

O n e  p a r t i c ip an t  r epo r t ed  th a t  a  v i d eo  o f  h e r  m ak in g  lo v e  to  he r  

b o yf r i end  was  f i lmed  an d  d i s t r i b u t ed  w i t ho u t  h e r  con s en t ,  a t  a  t im e  

w h en  sh e  w as  s imul t an eo us ly  s t r ug g l in g  w i th  an o rex i a  ne r v os a :  

Wh en  th e  r eco r d i ng  w as  ov e r ,  I  w as  exh aus t ed ,  r e ad y  t o  pa s s  ou t ,  

c r ap ,  I  d i dn ' t  en j oy  any th i ng ,  I  c l e a r ly  d i d  i t  f o r  h im .  I  was  3 7 -4 0  

k i l os ,  i t  w as  n o t  a  w o man ' s  bo dy ,  i t  was  a  ch i l d ' s  bo dy .  (Me l in a ,  

1 9  y ea rs  o ld ) .  

A n ot he r  p a r t i c ip an t  a l s o  no t ed  th a t  ev en  be f o re  h e r  v i c t imi s a t i on  s he  

h ad  b een  s u f f e r i ng  f r om  d ep re s s io n :  

E v en  b e f o r e  t h e  pho to s  w e r e  l e aked ,  I  w as  dep r es s ed .  In  g en e ra l ,  

I  h av e  exp e r i en ced  a  l o t  o f  t r au mas  in  m y  l i f e .  A nd  I  h av e  a l s o  

ex p e r i en ced  ph ys i ca l  v i o l en ce  an d  abus e .  Th e r e  w as  on e  t i me  

w h en  w e  w e r e  p l ay i ng  a  g am e wi th  my  f r i end s .  I  w as  1 3  yea r s  o l d  

t h en .  An d ,  an y way ,  t h ey  s a id  wi t h  su ch  a  c a rd  y o u  wi l l  en t e r  t h e  

r o om  an d  yo u  wi l l  d o  w h a t ev e r  w e  s ay .  An d  I  s ay  n o ,  I 'm  n o t  

u n dr e s s i ng ,  bu t  on e  o f  t h em  d id  i t  b y  fo r ce ,  an d  th ey  a l so  h i t  m e .  

( Gl yk er i a ,  2 1  yea rs  o ld ) .  

T h e r e  w as  a l s o  a  f em al e  su rv iv o r  o f  T FS V  w ho  r epo r t ed  tha t  s h e  h ad  a l s o  

b een  a  r ap e  su r v iv or  i n  t h e  p a s t .   

A t  th e  ag e  o f  15 ,  i n  my  t e en ag e  y ea r s ,  I  w as  r ap ed  b y  a  f r i end  an d  

g o t  p r egn an t .  I  d idn ’ t  t e l l  my  mo m.  I  o n l y  to l d  h e r  t h a t  I  g o t  

p r egn an t .  I  d id n ' t  ex p l a i n  to  h e r  ho w .  M om  t oo k  m e  an d  I  h ad  an  

ab o r t i on .  (Em m a ,  2 5  y ea rs  o ld )  

 

•  F ea tu res  o f  perp e tra t o rs  

L i t t l e  i s  kn o wn  abou t  ho w  adu l t s  r es pon d  to  t e ch no lo gy - f ac i l i t a t ed  

s exu a l  v io l en ce  v i c t imi za t io n  an d  abou t  t h e  su r v i vo r ’ s  r e l a t i o ns h ip  

w i t h  th e  o f fend e r  wh en  i t  com es  t o  t h e  g en d e red  ch a rac t e r  o f  T FS V 

( H ui sk es  e t  a l . ,  202 2 ) .  Po w el l  and  H en r y  ( 20 16 )  r epo r t ed  th a t  

p a r t i c ip an t s  i n  t h e i r  s t ud y  w er e  m or e  l i k e ly  t o  s ay  th a t  t he  T FS V 
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o f f end e r  w as  a  s t r an g e r  t o  t h e  v i c t im s  ( 2 8 . 2 %) ,  a  f r i en d  th ey  kn ew  

f ace - to - f ace  (2 1 . 8% ) ,  o r  t h a t  t h ey  d id  no t  k no w  th e  p e rp e t r a to r ' s  

i d en t i t y  (1 6 . 6 %) .  Ho w ev er ,  t h e  f i n d in gs  o f  t h i s  r e s ea r ch  su g ges t  t h a t  

p e r p e t r a to r s  o f  T FSV  a r e  p r ed omi nan t ly  ex - p ar tn e r s  o f  s u r v iv or s .  

S p ec i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  ma j o r i t y  o f  t h e  cu r r en t  s t ud y’ s  p a r t i c i p an t s  r epo r t ed  

t h a t  t h e  p e r s on  who  had  comm i t t ed  TFS V ag a i ns t  t hem w as  e i t he r  t h e i r  

f o rm er  r om an t i c  p a r t ne r  (n =15 ,  54 % )  o r  t he i r  ro m an t i c  pa r tn e r  a t  t h e  

t im e  ( n=3 ,  1 1 % ) ,  wh i l e  o t h e r s  h av e  a l so  m en t i on ed  t h e i r  c l os e  f r i end s  

an d  c l a s s ma t es  ( n =7 ,  2 5% ) ,  h ack e rs  ( n=2 ,  7 % )  an d  th em se l v es  p os t i n g  

o n  ano ny mo us  w ebs i t es  (n =1 ,  3 % ) .  

In  p a r t i cu l a r ,  t h e  54 %  o f  t h e  p a r t i c ip an t s  (n =  f i f t e en  ou t  o f  t he  t w en ty -

e i gh t  p a r t i c ip an t s )  o f  t he  cu r r en t  r es ea r ch  repo r t ed  th a t  t he i r  s ex u a l  

m at e r i a l  w as  p ub l i sh ed  by  t h e i r  fo r mer  r om an t i c  p a r tn e r  wi th ou t  t h e i r  

co ns en t  w h en  th e i r  r e l a t i on sh ip  h ad  com e  t o  an  en d .  T h e  sam e  n umb er  

o f  p eop le  ( f i f t e en  ou t  o f  t w en ty - e i gh t )  r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  pa r tn e r  w as  a t  

l e as t  t h r ee  t o  f i v e  y ea r s  o ld e r  t h an  t hem  an d  t h a t  t h e  re l a t i on sh ip  th ey  

m ai n t a i n ed  wi t h  t he  p e rp e t r a t o r  w as  lo n g - t e r m wi t h  a  d u r a t i on  o f  o ne  t o  

t h ree  y ea rs .  Co ns i de r ,  fo r  ex amp l e ,  a  f r agm en t  t ak en  f ro m th e  in t e r v i ew 

w i t h  Ev ang e l i a :   

I  h ad  d a t ed  a  g uy  an d ,  an y w ay ,  w e  w er e  t og e th e r  f o r  t h ree  y ear s .  

I  t r u s t ed  h i m ve r y  m u ch  an d  I  do n ' t  kn o w wh y ,  b u t  I  w as  v e ry  

a t t a ch ed  to  h im .  On e  d ay  w e  ju s t  d ec id ed  to  mo v e  on .  H e  to ld  m e  

I  w as  h i s  f i r s t .  An d ,  an y w ay ,  I  w as  a t  h om e ,  and  w e  d id  w h a t  w e  

h ad  to  d o  any w ay ,  an d  h e  t e l l s  m e  to  m ak e  a  s ex  t ap e  j us t  t o  s ee  

w h a t  i t ' s  l i k e  and  th en  h e  wi l l  d e l e t e  i t .  B u t  n o t  o n ly  d id  h e  n o t  

d e l e t e  i t ,  b u t  h e  a l so  s en t  i t  t o  h i s  f r i en ds .  (E va ng e l ia ,  19  yea rs  

o ld )  
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O f  t ho s e  15  p a r t i c ip an t s  wh o  s t a t ed  t ha t  t h e  m at e r i a l  w as  p os t ed  by  

t h e i r  ex - p a r tn e r ,  on l y  on e  p a r t i c ip an t  r ep o r t ed  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  s ig ns  o f  

ab us e  d u r in g  th e i r  r e l a t i on sh ip  th a t  p reced ed  t h e  po s t i ng  o f  t he  

m at e r i a l .   

H e  w as  s t ud y i ng  in  Bu l g a r i a  t h ro ug hou t  t h e  r e l a t i o ns h i p .  We  

w e r en ’ t  f i g h t i ng  f ro m th e  b eg in n in g ,  b u t  f r om  th e  mi dd le  

o n w ar ds ,  a f t e r  w e  h ad  mo r e  in t im acy .  I  h ad  s een  so m e abu s i v e  

s ig ns .  Th a t  i s ,  h e  g r ab b ed  m e  by  t he  th r o a t  o nce ,  I  cou ldn ' t  

b r ea t h e .  Bu t  i t  w asn ’ t  so  s e r io us .  Th a t  i s ,  h e  d id n ’ t  h i t  me .  P l us ,  

h e  w as  ch ea t i ng  o n  m e .  ( R ia ,  22  y ea rs  o ld )  

A n ot he r  w om an  ou t  o f  t h e  1 5  pa r t i c ip an t s  r epo r t ed  th a t  s he  f ou nd  o u t  

a f t e rw a r ds  th a t  h e r  ex -p a r t n e r  wh o  pos t ed  h e r  nu d e  ph o to s  wi th ou t  he r  

co ns en t  w h en  th ey  b r ok e  u p  us ed  t o  do  t h i s  t o  ev er y  g i r l  h e  b r ok e  u p  

w i t h .  Sp ec i f i c a l ly ,  h e  h ad  a  co l l ec t i on  o f  nu d e  ph o t os  o f  h i s  fo rm er  

r o man t i c  p a r t n e r s  w h ich  w e r e  po s t ed  an on ym ou s ly  o n  por n og r aph i c  

s i t e s .   

H e  h ad  m at e r i a l ,  ph o t os ,  and  v i d eo s ,  f r om  m any  o f  h i s  ex e s .  I  

d id n ’ t  exp ec t  i t .  I  w as  sh o ck ed .  H e  was  t ak in g  n ak ed  p i c t u re s  o f  

h i s  g i r l f r i end s  f rom  t he  w a i s t  up  and  w h en  h e  b r ok e  u p ,  h e  

d ec id ed  t o  pu b l i sh  t h em on  t h e  i n t e rn e t .  H e  ju s t  d i dn ’ t  p ub l i s h  

t h em un d e r  h i s  n ame .  (E l en i ,  2 3  yea rs  o ld )  

In  ad d i t i o n  t o  f o r mer  r om an t i c  p a r tn e r s ,  t h e  f i n d i ngs  o f  t h i s  r e s ea r ch  

s ug g es t  t h a t  p e rp e t r a to r s  o f  no n - con s en su a l  d i s t r i b u t i on  o f  s ex u a l  

m at e r i a l  w e re  a l so  cu r r en t  ro m an t i c  p a r t ne r s  o f  t h e  su rv ivo r s  wh en  th e  

i n c id en t  o f  T FS V  occu r r ed .  In  t h i s  s tud y ,  t h r ee  p a r t i c ip an t s  i n  

p a r t i cu l a r  d es c r i b ed  ho w th e  p e rp e t r a to r s  w e r e  i n s i s t en t  o n  t ak i ng  

p i c tu r e s  o r  r eco rd in g  v i d eo s  wi t h  s exu a l  con t en t  d u r in g  t h e i r  

r e l a t i on sh ip s  wi t h  t h em.   
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H e  w as  in s i s t i ng  on  m y  s en d in g  h i m nu d e  p i c t u r es  o f  mys e l f .  I  

d id n ' t  f e e l  com fo r t ab l e ,  I  d id n ' t  w an t  t o .  An yw ay ,  w h en  h e  w en t  

t o  t h e  a rm y ,  I  s en t  h im  s om e p i c t u r e s  i n  un d e rw ea r .  I  w as  1 5  

y ea r s  o ld  t hen .  Th en ,  h e  a sk ed  fo r  m ore  and  m or e .  H e  k ep t  t e l l i n g  

m e  to  t ak e  o f f  t h e  b r a  t o o .  Wh en  I  t u rn ed  17  y ea rs  o ld ,  he  t o ok  a  

v id eo  o f  us  m ak i ng  lo v e .  I  had  my  b ack  t u rn ed .  I  h adn ' t  

u n de r s to od  an y t h ing .  In  t h e  f o l l o win g  d ays ,  h i s  beh av io ur  w as  

s t r ang e .  H e  w as  con s t an t l y  t ex t i ng  o n  h i s  ce l l  p ho ne  an d  w h en  I  

ap p ro ach ed  h im  t o  s ee  w h a t  h e  w as  do i ng ,  h e  m ov ed  aw ay .  O n  

s om e  o ccas i on  wh en  he  w en t  t o  t h e  k io sk  t o  bu y  c i g a r e t t e s ,  h e  

l e f t  h i s  c e l l  ph on e  a t  h om e.  I  h ad  m emo r ized  h i s  pa s s w ord  an d  

u n l o ck ed  i t .  H e  was  s end in g  t h a t  v i d eo  t o  h i s  f r i en ds ,  bo t h  ma l e  

an d  f em a le ,  and  h e  w as  s ay in g  ‘ l oo k  wh a t  a  p ** ** y  I ' m  f ** * *n g  

w i t h . ’  ( Mel ina ,  19  y ea rs  o ld )  

I  h ad  m ad e  i t  c l e a r  t o  h im  an d  I  h ad  t o l d  h im  ‘L oo k ,  Αr i s ,  I  h av e  

a  g ro wn  ch i ld  an d  I  d on ' t  w an t  t o  g e t  i n to  s u ch  s t u f f  an d  s end  y ou  

n ak ed  p ho to s  o f  m ys e l f . ’ ”  H e  ins i s t ed .  T he  t r u th  i s  t h a t  he  

co nv in ced  m e  b ecau s e  I  w as  i n  l o v e  wi th  h i m,  an d  I  w as  a f r a id  t o  

l o s e  h i m.  We  h ad  go n e  f o r  a  r i d e  in  t he  ca r ,  w e  t oo k  so me  ph o t os ,  

I  d e l e t ed  t h e  ph o t os  a f t e r  s end in g  th em ,  ju s t  a f t e r  tw o  to  t h r ee  

s econ ds .  H e  app a r en t l y  t oo k  a  s c r een sh o t  an d  som e  o f  t he s e  

p h o to s  h av e  b een  pu b l i s hed .  (S t e l l a ,  45  yea rs  o ld )  

Y et ,  i n  add i t i o n  to  t h e i r  f o r m er  an d  cu r r en t  rom an t i c  p a r tn e r s ,  t h e r e  a r e  

s ev en  p a r t i c ip an t s  ( 2 5 %)  o f  t he  cu r r en t  r e s ea r ch  w ho  c l a im ed  t h a t  o t h e r  

p e r so ns  in  t h e i r  i mm edi a t e  c i rc l e ,  s uch  as  f r i en ds  and  c l as sm at e s ,  

p u b l i sh ed  t h e i r  s exu a l ly  ex p l i c i t  m a t e r i a l  w i t ho u t  t h e i r  co ns en t .  On e  

p a r t i c ip an t  s ha r ed  th a t  sh e  m et  a  b oy  he r  age  o n  In s t ag r am  wh en  s h e  

w as  1 5  yea r s  o ld ,  an d  th ey  h ad  a  l on g  f l i r t a t i o n .  Af t e r  a  f ew  m on th s ,  

t h e  bo y  b eg an  t o  r eq u es t  t h a t  s he  em ai l  h im p i c t u r es  o f  he r s e l f  i n  h e r  

u n de r w ea r .  D esp i t e  h e r  i n i t i a l  r e lu c t ance ,  s h e  ev en t u a l l y  d ec id ed  t o  

s end  h im im ag es  s in ce ,  a s  sh e  h ad  p r ev io us ly  in d i ca t ed ,  d e sp i t e  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  t h ey  h ad n ' t  y e t  m et  i n  p e r s on ,  sh e  w as  i n  l o v e  wi t h  h i m.  Wh en  t h e  

p h o to s  w e r e  f i n a l l y  p os t ed  on l in e  w i tho u t  h e r  con s en t  an d  ev en  reach ed  

h e r  c l as sm at es  an d  t e ach e r s ,  s he  fo un d  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  b oy ' s  p r o f i l e  w as  
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f ak e  and  b e lo ng ed  to  he r  b e s t  f r i end  and  s om e  o t h e r  k id s  f r o m he r  

v i l l ag e  wh o  h ad  s e t  h e r  up  t h r ou gh  t h i s  f r aud .  

S h e  d id n ' t  ow n  th i s  p ro f i l e .  A dd i t i on a l l y ,  o th e r  k i ds  f r om m y 

t o wn  r an  th e  p ro f i l e ,  wh i ch  l ed  to  a  l o t  o f  p eop l e  m ak in g  f u n  o f  

m e  b ecau s e  o f  i t .  I  b e l i ev ed  I  w as  s imp ly  ch a t t i n g  wi th  on e  g uy ,  

b u t  I  w as  ac tu a l ly  co nv e r s in g  wi th  s ev e r a l  m en .  A s  a  r e su l t ,  no t  

o n l y  th e  k i ds  i n  m y  v i l l ag e  b u t  a l s o  t he  k i ds  i n  n ea rb y  v i l l ag es  

h ad  s een  my  im ag es .  I ' m  n o t  su r e  w h a t  t hey  w e r e  ho p i ng  t o  

a ch iev e  f ro m wh a t  t h ey  d i d  to  m e .  I  j u s t  kn ow  t h a t  my  p i c t u r e s  

s p r ead  l i ke  wi l d f i re .  (Zo i ,  2 0  y ea rs  o ld ) .  

A n ot he r  p a r t i c ip an t  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  p e r s on  wh o  sh a r ed  h e r  nak ed  p i c t u re s  

w i t ho u t  h e r  p e r mis s io n  w as  n e i th e r  h e r  r om an t i c  p a r tn e r  n o r  a  c lo s e  

f r i en d ;  r a th e r ,  h e  was  o n l y  a  c l as s m at e ,  an d  sh e  i s  s t i l l  uns u r e  o f  h o w 

h e  o b t a i n ed  h e r  n aked  p i c tu r es .  

H e  w as n’ t  my  b oy f r i en d .  H e  w as n ' t  a  h ig h  s ch oo l e r  w i th  w h om  I  

w as  c lo s e .  H e  w as  o n e  o f  my  s ch oo l  c l a s sm at e s .  He  m ai n t a i n ed  a  

r e co rd  o f  n ud e  p ho to g r ap hs  an d  r e l eased  t h em s i nce  h e  was  aw ar e  

o f  wh i ch  g i r l s  w er e  in  re l a t i on sh i ps .  He  lo ok ed  t h ro ug h  t he i r  

p r o f i l e s ,  r e ad  ch a t s ,  an d  o t h er  t h in gs .  ( I f i g en i a ,  2 4  y ea rs  o ld )  

S om et h in g  s im i l a r  h app en ed  to  an o t h er  f em al e  p a r t i c ip an t  i n  t h i s  

r e s ea r ch  w ho  r ep or t ed  t h a t  w h i l e  s h e  w as  s t i l l  a  s tu d en t ,  a t  som e  p o i n t  

s h e  w en t  t o  t h e  s cho o l  t o i l e t  an d  a  c l as sm at e  o f  h e r s  s t a r t ed  t ak in g  

p i c tu r e s  o f  h e r  w i th o u t  h e r  kn ow ledg e  and  t h en  p ub l i s hed  th e se  

p i c tu r e s  on  th e  i n t e r n e t  wi t ho u t  h e r  con s en t .  

I  w as  i n  t h e  3 rd  y ea r  o f  h ig h  s ch oo l  a t  t h e  t i me  an d  a  c l as s m at e  

o f  mi n e  to ok  p i c tu re s  o f  m e  w hen  I  w en t  t o  t h e  b a t h ro om .  H e  to ok  

p i c tu r e s  o f  m y  bu t t .  H e  sen t  t he s e  p i c tu r e s  t o  a  l o t  o f  m en ,  adu l t s ,  

w h i l e  h e  h im se l f  was  an  ad u l t .  I  w as  17  a t  t h e  t i m e  and  h e  w as  

1 9 ,  I  t h i nk .  (S av ina ,  2 2  yea rs  o ld )  

In  ad d i t i o n ,  o ne  p ar t i c ip an t  i n  t h i s  s t ud y  r epo r t ed  ho w she  w as  

v i c t i mi zed  b y  h er  f r i en ds  an d  c l a s s ma te s  wh en  d u r i ng  a  sch oo l  p a r ty  
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s h e  and  h e r  r om an t i c  p a r t n e r  h ad  a  s pec i a l  rom an t i c  mom ent  i n  o n e  o f  

t h e  ro om s  o f  t h e  hou s e  w he r e  th e  p a r t y  w as  t ak i ng  p l ace .  D u r i ng  t h i s  

p a r t y ,  s om e  o f  t h e i r  f r i end s  had  p l aced  h id d en  cam er a s ,  v id eo t ap ed  

t h em,  an d  th en  l e aked  t h e  v id eo  wi th ou t  t h e i r  con s en t .  

T h e  p a r ty  w as  a t  my  be s t  f r i end ’ s  ho us e ,  and  I  l a t e r  f ou nd  ou t  

t h a t  h e  w as  t h e  on e  w ho  p r op os ed  t o  v i d eo t ap e  us  d u r in g  w h i l e  

m y  bo y f r i en d  and  I  w e r e  mak i ng  l ov e  w i t ho u t  o u r  k no wl ed g e .  

( K orn i l i a ,  2 2  y ea rs  o ld )  

Si mi l a r  t o  t he  cu r ren t  r es ea r ch  f in d i ng s ,  Hu i sk es  e t .  a l .  ( 2 02 2 )  fo un d  

t h a t  a lmo s t  o n e  i n  fo u r  o f  a l l  s e l f - i d en t i f i ed  T FS V  s u r v i vo r s  r ep o r t ed  

t h a t  t h e i r  p e rp e t r a to r  was  an  in t im at e  p a r t n e r /d a t e  (2 3 . 9% )  o r  a  f r i end  

t h ey  k n ew  f ace  t o  fa ce  (2 3 . 9 % ) .  O n e  in  f i v e  r ep o r t ed  th a t  t h ey  d id  n o t  

k n ow  t he  i d en t i t y  o f  t h e  p e r s on  ( 20 .4% ) .  L i k ewis e ,  t w o  r e s ea r ch  

p a r t i c ip an t s  s t a t ed  t h a t  an  un id en t i f i ed  o f f end e r  eng aged  in  s om e 

h ack i ng  ac t iv i t i e s  an d  exp os ed  th e i r  p r i v a t e  s ex u a l l y  exp l i c i t  ma t e r i a l .  

“ I  h av e  l e a r n ed  f r om  t he  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  Cy b e r c r ime  

D ep a r tm en t  t h a t  t h i s  v id eo  w as  u p lo aded  b y  so m eo ne  wi th  a  

S p an i sh  IP  and  w as  d ow nl oad ed  e l s ewh e r e . ”  (Em m a ,  25  y ea rs  

o ld )  

I  w as  i n f o rm ed  b y  th e  p o l i c e  t ha t  t h e  sp ec i f i c  m ess ag e  was  

p h i sh in g  an d ,  wh en  I  c l i ck ed  o n  t h e  l i n k  i t  con t a in ed ,  a  hack e r  

g a in ed  access  t o  my  co mp ut e r  and  f r om  t he r e  f ou nd  m y  nu d e  

p h o to  an d  t h en  p ub l i sh ed  i t  on l i ne .  ( Ch ri s t ina ,  29  y ea rs  o ld ) .  

In  t h i s  p a r t i cu l a r  r e s ea r ch ,  t h e r e  w as  a l so  th e  cas e  o f  a  g i r l  wh o  on  h e r  

o w n  pu b l i sh ed ,  a s  sh e  h e r se l f  r ep o r t ed ,  he r  n ud e  p ho t os  on  an  

an on ym ou s  p l a t fo rm  wh en  s h e  w as  o n l y  12  y ea rs  o ld ,  som et h i ng  s h e  

l a t e r  r eg r e t t ed  bu t  i t  w as  a l re ady  t oo  l a t e  b ecau s e  t h e  ph o t os  h ad  go n e  
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v i ra l  and ,  t o  t h i s  day ,  t h ey  co n t in ue  to  ge t  r ep ub l i s h ed  on  po rn og r aph i c  

s i t e s .   

I  w as  1 2  y ear s  o l d .  I  r e a l ly  d on ' t  k now  wh a t  w as  g o in g  th r ou gh  

m y  min d .  T h en ,  I  d i dn ' t  ev en  r ea l i z e  t h a t  wh en  [ t h e  ph o to ]  g e t s  

u p l o ad ed  an d  d ow nl o ad ed ,  i t  s t ays  f o rev e r .  (S and ra ,  23  y ea rs  

o ld ) .  

Ι t  i s  n o t ewo r t hy  t ha t  p r ev io us  r e s ea r ch  ( s ee ,  fo r  ex am pl e ,  B r yce  &  

F r a s e r ,  2 01 4 ;  J on sso n  e t  a l . ,  2 01 5 ;  B e ld ad  and  Hegn e r ,  201 7 )  on  t h e  

b eh av io ur  o f  y ou ng  p eo p l e  s ha r i ng  i n t im at e  p ho to s  on l in e  h as  a l s o  

i d en t i f i ed  s eve r a l  f a c t o r s  t h a t  co n t r i bu t e  t o  t h e i r  a c t io ns  an d  

s ub s eq u en t  r eg r e t  su ch  a s :  

1 .  P eer  Pr e ss ur e  an d  S o c i a l  No rm s :  Yo un g  p eo p l e  mi gh t  f ee l  

p r e s s u r ed  to  con f o rm  t o  t h e i r  p ee r s '  b eh av i ou rs ,  e sp ec i a l ly  i n  t h e  

co n t ex t  o f  so c i a l  med i a  p l a t fo rm s  w her e  sh a r i ng  p e r s on a l  

i n fo rm at io n  and  imag es  i s  comm on  ( s ee ,  fo r  ex am pl e ,  Sh er m an  e t  

a l . ,  2 01 6 ;  A b ee l e  e t  a l .  2 01 4 ;  Wal r av e  e t  a l . 2 01 4 ) .  

2 .  P r i va cy  C on cer ns :  M any  y ou ng  i nd i v id u a l s  m ig h t  no t  f u l l y  

g r a sp  th e  l on g - t e r m im pl i ca t io ns  o f  sha r in g  exp l i c i t  i mages  

o n l in e .  Th ey  m ay  no t  r e a l i z e  t ha t  t h ese  im ag es  can  b e  eas i ly  

s h a r ed  b ey on d  th e i r  i n t end ed  aud i en ce  and  can  r em ain  acce s s ib l e  

ev en  a f t e r  t h ey  d e l e t e  t h em ( s e e ,  fo r  ex ampl e ,  S h i n  & K an g ,  

2 0 16 ;  B aek  e t  a l . ,  2 0 14 ) .  

3 .  S eek i ng  Va l id a t i on :  So m e yo un g  p eo p l e  s eek  v a l id a t io n ,  

a t t en t i on ,  o r  app rov a l  t h ro ug h  th e  sh ar i ng  o f  exp l i c i t  im ag es .  
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T h ey  m ig h t  b e l i ev e  th a t  d o i ng  s o  wi l l  en h an ce  th e i r  s o c i a l  s t a tu s  

o r  p op u l a r i t y  ( Al i  e t  a l . ,  20 15 ) .  

4 .  O n l i n e  An on ymi t y :  T h e  p er ce i v ed  ano n ymi t y  o f  on l in e  

p l a t fo rm s  can  l e ad  y o un g  peop l e  t o  f ee l  mo r e  com f or t ab l e  sh a r i ng  

i n t i m at e  con t en t ,  t h in k i ng  th ey  w on ' t  b e  r ecog n i zed  o r  l i n k ed  

b ack  to  t h e s e  ac t i on s  in  t he  fu tu r e  ( An d a l i b i  e t  a l . ,  20 18) .  

 

•  Th e  R ol e  o f  Main s t ream  Di g i t a l  P l a t f o rm s  in  Non - Cons en sua l  

C on t en t  Di s t r ibu t io n  

T h e  f in d in gs  o f  t h i s  r es ea r ch  sh o w ed  th a t  t h e  d i s t r i b u t io n  o f  no n -

co ns ens u a l  s ex u a l  co n t en t  w as  m ade  in  t h ree  m ai n  w ay s .  S u ch  m at e r i a l  

w as  m ai n ly  p os t ed  o n  p or no g r ap h i c  web s i t e s ,  o n  d a t i ng  w eb s i t es  o r  

s h a r ed  v i a  s o c i a l  med i a  ap p l i c a t io ns .  Fo r  i n s t an ce ,  f ou r  i n d i v i du a l s  

( 1 4 %)  r ev ea l ed  t h a t  t he i r  i m ag es  we r e  b e i ng  s h ar ed  ano ny mo us ly  f o r  

y ea r s  on  s i t e s  l i k e  “ V ol a f i l e . o r g , ”  “Cha t p i c . o rg , ”  “ x h am s te r . com . ”  In  

f a c t ,  t h ey  s a i d  t h a t  d e sp i t e  t h e i r  r ep ea t ed  a t t empt s  and  con v e rs a t io ns  

w i t h  t h e  o wn e rs  o f  t h e  d ig i t a l  p l a t fo rms ,  n ew up l o ad e rs  we r e  

s ub mi t t i n g  th e  s ame  m at e r i a l  r ep ea t ed l y .  

S i n ce  no  o n e  e l s e  w as  in t e r e s t ed ,  my  b o yf r i end  an d  I  w er e  f o r ced  

t o  w or k  a s  i nv es t i ga t o r s .  We d i s cov e red  m y  ph o t os  on  a  v a r i e ty  

o f  webs i t es ,  i n c l ud i ng  x h ams t e r ,  t u b ex ,  and  p o rn hu b .  

U n f o r tu n a t e ly ,  my  m at e r i a l  h as  b een  pu b l i s hed  e l s ewh e r e  s ev e r a l  

t im es ,  and  w e  a r e  co ns t an t ly  f i l l i n g  r ep o r t s .  I 'm  n o t  su r e  w h a t  

e l se  t o  do ,  r e a l l y .  T h i s  i s  n ow  m y wor s t  n ig h tm ar e .  M y p a r t n e r  

an d  I  a r e  a l w ay s  do i ng  re s ea r ch ;  w e  check  t he s e  w eb s i t e s  f i ve  t o  

s ix  t i mes  ev er y  d ay  to  s ee  i f  an y  o f  my  im ag es  h av e  b een  p os t ed  

ag a in .  (Gl yk er i a ,  21  yea rs  o ld )  
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T h e  f ac t  t h a t  I  w as  s t i l l  a  k i d  wh en  th es e  im ag es  w e r e  sh o t  i s  t h e  

m os t  i n s ane  t h i ng .  S o ,  V o l a f i l e  an d  Ch a tp i c  a re  w ebs i t es  t h a t  h os t  

ch i ld  p o rn og r aph y  a s  we l l  a s  s ex u a l  co n t en t  wi th ou t  t h e  co ns en t  

o f  i nd i v i du a l s  w ho  a r e  dep i c t ed  in  i t .  (E van g e l i a ,  1 9  y ea rs  o ld )  

B ut ,  i n  add i t i on  to  an on ym ou s  p l a t fo rm s ,  t wo  o u t  o f  tw en ty - e i gh t  

p a r t i c ip an t s  (7 % )  in  t h i s  r es ea r ch  r epo r t ed  th a t  t h e i r  ph o t os  w e r e  

p u b l i sh ed  a l on g  wi t h  th e i r  f u l l  d e t a i l s  su ch  a s  n am e and  p l ace  o f  

r e s i d en ce  o n  da t i ng  w ebs i t es .  A cco rd in g  to  t he  p a r t i c ip an t s ,  t h e  

c ap t io ns  o n  th e i r  im ag es  o r i g in a l ly  s a i d  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  p r o f es s i on a l  

p r os t i t u t es  as k in g  fo r  c l i en t s  t o  h av e  sex  wi t h  t h em  f o r  a  ch a r ge .  

H e  w en t  t h ro ug h  t he  p ro ces s  o f  c r ea t in g  a  r eg u l a r  p r o f i l e  o n  t h e  

d a t in g  s i t e  wi t h  m y  d e t a i l s .  I  r e a l i z ed  t h i s  wh en  I  s t a r t ed  g e t t i ng  

em ai l s  f r om m en  ask in g  to  p ay  m e  to  m ak e  l ov e  t o  t h em .  ( Em m a,  

2 5  y ea rs  o ld )  

M y p e rs on a l  p ho n e  n um b er  ha s  r e ce i ved  ca l l s  f ro m s t r an ge r s  

a s k i ng  m e  ho w  mu ch  I  ch ar g e  f o r  a  b l ow j ob  a f t e r  h e  p os t ed  m y  

p h o to  o n  s ex  ad ve r t i s em en t s .  (O lym pia ,  3 0  yea rs  o ld ) .  

H o w ev e r ,  t h e  v as t  m aj o r i t y  o f  su rv iv or s  (7 8% )  in  t h i s  s tud y  in d i ca t ed  

t h a t  t h e i r  s exu a l  con t en t  s t a r t ed  to  c i rcu l a t e  no n -con s en su a l ly  t h ro ug h  

v a r i ou s  f o rms  o f  soc i a l  n e tw o rk i ng  s i t e s .  In  p a r t i cu l a r ,  tw en t y - t wo  o u t  

o f  t he  t w en ty - e i gh t  p a r t i c i p an t s  i n  t h i s  s tu dy  c l a im ed  t h a t  t hey  o f t en  

r ece iv ed  no t i f i c a t io ns  b y  th e i r  f r i en ds  o r  j u s t  fo l lo w ers  t h a t  t h e i r  

s exu a l  co n t en t  h ad  b een  sh a r ed  o n  so c i a l  m ed i a .  In  o t h e r  c a s e s ,  t h e  

i mag es  we r e  n o t  sha r ed  v i a  ch a t ,  bu t  r a t h e r  u p l o ad ed  o n  p r iv a t e  

ch ann e l s  wi th  p a r t i cu l a r  h a sh t ags .  

‘ A r e  y ou  o u t  o f  you r  mi nd ? ’  a  f r i en d  o f  mi n e  t ex t ed  m e .  A n d  I  

a s k ed  h im ‘ Wh a t  do  yo u  m ean? ’  He  t o l d  me  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  so m e 

v id eos  o f  my s e l f  en g ag in g  i n  s ex u a l  ac t i v i t i e s  w i th  a  gu y .  I  w as  

s c r eami ng  a t  h i m,  t e l l i n g  h im  t o  d e l e t e  i t  imm edi a t e l y .  Bu t  h e  h ad  
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a l r ead y  f o r w a rd ed  i t  t o  o th e r  g ro up s  on  Di s co rd  an d  s h a red  i t  

w i t h  o t he r  g uy s .  (Ev an g e l i a ,  1 9  y ea rs  o ld )  

M y bo y f r i en d  w en t  o u t  wi t h  h i s  f r i en ds  o n  N ew Y ea r ' s  Eve  a f t e r  

d i s cov e r i ng  th a t  one  o f  t h em  h ad  ph o to s  o f  me .  Wh en  m y  

b o yf r i end  q u es t io ned  h im abo u t  h ow  he  ob t a in ed  th es e  

p h o to g r ap hs  o f  myse l f  i n  m y  un de r w ear ,  h e  s a i d  t h a t  s omeo n e  

e l se  h ad  s en t  t h em t o  h im  o v e r  In s t ag ram .  ( Fan i ,  2 7    years  o ld ) .  

O v e r a l l ,  t h e  r e s ea rch  f in d i ng s  r ev ea l  t h a t  t h e  m ajo r i t y  o f  p a r t i c ip an t s  

w e r e  wom en  ( 93 % )  w i th  ag es  r an g i ng  f r om  1 9  to  4 5 ,  an d  a  s i gn i f i c an t  

p r op o r t i on  (8 6% )  ex p e r i en ced  no n - cons ens u a l  pu b l i c a t io n  o f  t h e i r  

s exu a l  m at e r i a l  wh i l e  t h ey  w e r e  s t i l l  m i no r s ,  p r im a r i ly  d u r i ng  th e i r  

p r e - ad o l es cen ce  and  ad o l e scen ce .  A  no t ew o r t hy  f in d in g  i s  t h a t  89 %  o f  

s u rv iv or s  h ad  a  h igh  l ev e l  o f  edu ca t i on ,  o f t en  a t  t h e  u n i ve r s i t y  l ev e l .  

A d d i t i o na l l y ,  1 1%  o f  p a r t i c ip a t in g  wom en  r ep o r t ed  a  h i s to r y  o f  m en t a l  

t r au m a o r  ab us e  p r io r  t o  ex p e r i en c in g  T FS V.  P er p e t r a t o r s  o f  su ch  

v io l en ce  w e r e  t yp i ca l l y  f o rm er  ro m an t i c  p a r tn e r s  (5 4 %)  o r  cu r ren t  

r o man t i c  p a r t n e r s  (1 1 % ) ,  w i th  o th e r  i n s t an ces  i nv o lv in g  c l os e  f r i end s ,  

c l as sm at e s ,  h ack e r s ,  o r  s e l f - pos t i ng  o n  ano ny mo us  w ebs i t e s .  Th e  

d i s t r i b u t i on  o f  n on - co ns ensu a l  s exu a l  co n t en t  o ccu r r ed  ma i n ly  o n  

p o rn og r aph i c  w ebs i t e s ,  d a t in g  w eb s i t es ,  o r  so c i a l  m ed i a  ap p l i c a t io ns ,  

w i t h  a  s ub s t an t i a l  m aj o r i t y  ( 78 % )  in d i ca t in g  t h a t  t h e i r  s ex u a l  con t en t  

s t a r t ed  c i rcu l a t in g  o n  so c i a l  n e t wo r k in g  s i t e s ,  o f t en  r es u l t i n g  in  

n o t i f i ca t i ons  f rom  f r i en ds  o r  f o l l o w ers .  Whi l e  t he s e  f i nd i ng s  sh ed  l i g h t  

o n  th e  s u r v i vo r  p ro f i l e ,  t h e  l im i t a t i on s  o f  t h e  s am pl e  s i z e  u n de r s co r e  

t h e  n eed  f o r  fu r t h e r  r es ea r ch  t o  b e t t e r  u nd e rs t and  t he  ph en om eno n  o f  

T FS V.  
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Relat ionships  and Societal  Responses  to  Vict imisat ion  
 

T h e  f in d in gs  o f  t h i s  s tu dy  a l s o  h i gh l ig h t  i n t r i g u i ng  co nnec t i on s  r e l a t ed  

t o  t h e  r e l a t i o ns h i ps  o f  su r v iv o rs  f o l l ow i ng  th e i r  T FSV  v ic t i mi za t i on .  

S p ec i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  fo l lo wi ng  d a t a  a r e  ana l ys ed  i n  t h r ee  m a in  s ub -

ca t eg o r i es  o f  t h em es :  i )  f ami l y  r es po nse s  t o  T FS V,  i i )  p r ev io us  

v i c t i mi s a t io n  and  su bs equ en t  p a r t ne r  a t t i t ud es ,  and  i i i )  t he  imp ac t  o f  

T FS V on  f r i end sh ip s .  F ro m t h e  r es u l t s  t h a t  emer g ed  f r om  t he  

ex p e r i en ces  o f  t he  2 8  su r v i vo rs  w h o  pa r t i c i p a t ed  i n  t h i s  r e s ea r ch ,  i t  

ap p ear s  t h a t  2 2  ou t  o f  28  s u rv i vo r s  (79 % )  w e r e  b l am ed  by  t h e i r  f am i ly  

f o r  t h e i r  o w n  v i c t im iza t io n .  On  co n t ra r y ,  t h e  75 %  o f  t h e  su r v i vo rs  

d e s c r ib ed  t h e i r  su bs equ en t  p a r tn e r s '  beh av i o u r  a s  v e r y  sup p or t iv e .  

R ega r d i ng  f r i end sh i ps ,  t h e  f i n d in gs  o f  t h i s  r e s ea r ch  sh ow th a t  t h e  

i mp ac t  o f  T FS V  w as  n o t  a s  s ev e r e ,  a s  2 2  o u t  o f  28  v i c t ims  (7 8 %)  s t a t ed  

t h a t  t h e i r  f r i en dsh ip s  w e r e  no t  a f fec t ed  a t  a l l  a f t e r  t h e  non - con s ens u a l  

p u b l i c a t i on  o f  t he i r  s ex u a l  m at e r i a l .  Th e  fo l lo wi ng  s ec t ion s  p ro ceed  

w i t h  th e  an a l ys i s  o f  t h e  d a t a  r eg ar d i ng  t h e  so c i a l  r es po n s e ,  a s  t h e  l a t t e r  

em erg ed  in  r e l a t i on  to  s u rv i vo r s ’  ex p er i en ce s .  

•  F am i l y  R espon s es  t o  T FSV  

A cco rd in g  t o  t h e  in t e rv i ew ed  su r v iv o rs ,  T FS V h ad  an  imp ac t  on  

n um ero us  as p ec t s  o f  t h e i r  l i v es ,  s u ch  as  t h e i r  f ami ly  l i f e ,  s ub s eq u en t  

d a t es / r om an t i c  r e l a t i o ns h ip s ,  f r i en dsh ip s ,  an d  so  o n .  

U s i ng  f ami l y  l i f e  as  a  s t a r t i ng  p o i n t ,  t h e  m aj o r i t y  o f  t h e  p a r t i c ip an t s  i n  

t h i s  r es ea r ch  ( n =2 2  o u t  o f  28 ,  79 % )  c l a im ed  th a t  t h e i r  con n ec t i on  wi t h  

t h e i r  f am i ly  ch ang ed  a f t e r  t h ey  we r e  v i c t imi zed .  T h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  
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p a r t i c ip an t s  s t a t ed  t h a t  bo th  o f  t h e i r  pa r en t s  b l am ed  t h em f o r  t h e i r  o wn  

m is t r ea tm en t .  

T h ey  d e s c r ib ed  b e in g  c r i t i c i z ed  by  th e i r  p a r en t s  a s  “ i gn o ran t ”  fo r  

g iv in g  t h e i r  i n t im ate  im ag es  t o  so m eo ne  e l s e :  

Μ y p a r en t s  t o l d  me  th a t  I  h ad  m ad e  a  m i s t ak e .  T h ey  s a i d  t o  me  

‘ D id  y ou  h av e  t o  s en d  y ou r  f a ce  to o?  D i d  yo u  s end  h im yo u r  

n ak ed  p ho to gr aph s?  Di d  yo u  h av e  t o  sen d  yo u r  f a ce  t oo ?  Wh a t  

f o o l i sh  t h in g  d i d  yo u  d o? ’  ( I f i gen ia ,  2 4  y ea rs  o ld )  

T h ey  ex p r es s ed  th e i r  emb a r r as sm en t  a t  m y  beh av io ur .  T hey  b eg an  

r an t in g  a t  m e ,  c l a im in g  t h a t  i t  w as  my  r es po ns i b i l i t y  and  t h a t  I  

s ho u l d  no t  hav e  g iv en  my  n aked  p ho to s  t o  m y  ex .   Th ey  d e s c r ib ed  

m y  ac t io ns  a s  ch i l d i sh  an d  un su i t ab l e  f o r  my  ag e .  ( Ma r ia ,  35  

y ea rs  o ld )  

Fu r th e rm o re ,  a ccord in g  to  t h e  p a r t i c ipan t s  i n  t h i s  s tu dy ,  t h e r e  w as  a  

d i s t i n c t  d iv id e  b e tw een  mo th e r  and  f a t h e r ,  w i th  n um ero us  s u rv i vo r s  

o p t in g  t o  t a lk  s o l e ly  t o  t h e i r  mo th e r  an d  con cea l  t h e  i n c id en ce  o f  t h e i r  

v i c t i mi za t i on  f r om  t h e i r  f a t h e r .  T w en ty - tw o  su r v iv o rs  ( 79 % )  s a i d  th a t  

i t  w as  ea s i e r  f o r  t hem  to  t a l k  abo u t  wh a t  h ap pen ed  t o  t h em  i n  t h e i r  

m ot he r ' s  p r es en ce ,  an d  th a t  t h ey  p ur pos e f u l l y  k ep t  i t  f rom th e i r  f a th e r .  

T h e  su r v i vo rs '  f a t he r s ,  a cco r d in g  to  t he i r  d es c r i p t i on s ,  h av e  m or e  

i mp u l s iv e  p e r s on a l i t i e s  an d  wo u l d  e i th e r  co nd em n th e  su r v iv or s  f o r  

t h e i r  v i c t imi za t i on  o r  r esp on d  agg r es s iv e ly  ag a i ns t  t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r .  Fo r  

ex ampl e ,  a s  Ev a  s a i d :  

I f  m y  f a t h e r  kn ew an y t h in g ,  h e  co u l d  k i l l  m y  ex  o r  h e  cou ld  h av e  

a  h ear t  a t t a ck .  M y f a th e r ’ s  m en t a l i t y  i s  f rom  an o t he r  ag e ,  and  h e  

w o u l d  b l am e  m e…  ( E va ,  28  y ea rs  o ld )  

E v en  wh en  f a t he r s  w e r e  i n f o rm ed  t h a t  t h e i r  ch i l d ’ s  s en s i t i v e  p e r so n a l  

i n fo rm at io n  h ad  b een  p ub l i s h ed  o n l i n e ,  t h e i r  r e ac t i on s  w er e  no t  wh a t  
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t h e  su rv iv o rs  h ad  ho p ed  fo r :  o n  th e  o ne  h an d ,  t hey  b l am ed  t h e  

s u rv iv or s  f o r  t h e i r  v i c t i mi za t i on ,  wh i l e  on  t h e  o th e r  h an d ,  t h ey  

u n de r l in ed  ho w so c i e t y  w ou l d  n ow  s ee  th e i r  f ami l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  

t r ag edy .  Sp ec i f i c a l l y ,  t he  7 9 % o f  t h e  s u rv iv or s  h av e  in d ica t ed  t h a t  

f a th e r s  a r e  m o r e  con ce r ned  wi th  wh a t  s o c i e t y  b e l i ev es  abo u t  t he i r  

ch i ld r en  r a t h e r  t h an  ho w th e i r  o wn  ch i ld  f e e l s .  T h i s  h as  b een  men t io ned  

s ev e ra l  t im es  i n  s i t u a t io ns  wh en  t h e  su r v i vo r  w as  f rom  a  r u r a l  a r ea .  

C on s id e r ,  fo r  i n s t an ce ,  t h i s  sn ip pe t  f ro m M el i n a ’ s  i n t e r v i ew:  

M y f a t h e r  i s  a  m an  w h o  do es  no t  b e l i ev e  h e  can  b e  d eg r ad ed  in  

t h e  comm uni ty .  ‘ Wh a t  wi l l  t h e  v i l l ag e  s ay ? ’  I  wan t  t o  s top  

h ea r i ng  t h i s  t h in g  in  m y  b r a in  a t  l a s t .  In  o th e r  w or ds ,  h e  i s  m o r e  

co n cer n ed  wi t h  wha t  t h e  v i l l ag e  wo u ld  s ay  abo u t  m e  t h an  wi t h  

w h a t  h a s  o ccu r r ed  to  m e .  An d  th i s  anno ys  m e  s o  m u ch  t ha t  i t  

n ea r l y  d es t r oy s  me .  ( Mel ina ,  19  y ea rs  o ld ) .  

I t  i s  u ns u rp r i s in g  th a t  som e  p a r en t s  r e j e c t  t h e i r  ch i l d r en ' s  s exu a l  

b eh av io ur  s in ce  th ey  r eg a rd  i t  a s  s om et h i ng  th a t  ha s  t o  b e  p u r e  

( V a l en t i ,  2 01 0) .  S ev e r a l  ex t r eme ly  con s e rv a t iv e  f am i l y  ex p ec t a t io ns  o f  

t h e i r  ch i l d ren ’s  s exu a l i t y  h av e  f r equ en t ly  b een  ex po s ed  in  t h e  m ed i a  i n  

G r eece .  Fo r  ex ample ,  t h r ee  y ea rs  ag o ,  t h e  s to r y  o f  a  27 - yea r - o l d  wo m an  

w h o  w as  fo r ced  to  u n de r go  a  r an g e  o f  m ed i ca l  and  p o l yg rap h  t es t s  t o  

p r ov e  t o  he r  f ami l y  th a t  s h e  w as  s t i l l  a  v i r g in  w en t  v i r a l  (S t r ang e ,  

2 0 15 ) .  In  t h e  s am e  v e in ,  s ex t in g  i s  an  ac t i v i t y  t h a t  i s  f row n ed  up on  b y  

p a r en t s  (G on g  and  H o f fm an ,  2 01 2) .  

Fu r th e rm o re ,  s t ud ie s  h av e  sh ed  l i g h t  o n  f am i l y  s u pp or t ,  p a r t i cu l a r l y  a s  

r eg a rd s  w om en  w ho  h av e  b een  v i c t i ms  o f  i n t im a t e  pa r tn e r  ab us e  ( Fr i as  

an d  A go f f ,  2 01 5 ) .  T h e  f in d in gs  o f  a  r e s ea r ch  o n  M exi can  f em al e  

v i c t i ms  o f  p a r tn e r  ab us e  w e r e  d i sh ea r t en in g ,  i mpl y i n g  tha t  f ami l i e s  do  
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n o t  a l w ay s  he lp  th e i r  v i c t imi zed  ch i l d ren  ( F r i as  an d  Ag o f f ,  20 15 ) .  

Fo r ty - on e  p e r cen t  o f  f em al e  p a r t i c i p an t s ,  i n  p a r t i cu l a r ,  r ep o r t ed  t u r n i ng  

t o  pu b l i c  au t ho r i t i e s  wi t ho u t  f i r s t  d i s c l os i n g  wh a t  h ad  h ap p en ed  to  

t h em to  t he i r  f ami l i e s .  Fu r t h e rmo r e ,  11 %  o f  p a r t i c ip an t s  s t a t ed  t ha t  

t h ey  d i d  no t  s eek  as s i s t an ce  b ecau se  th ey  w e r e  a f r a id  t h e i r  f ami l y  

w o u l d  f i nd  o u t  abou t  t h e i r  abu s e  ( F r i as  an d  A go f f ,  2 01 5) .  

A l t ho ug h  th e  f am i ly  can  b e  q u i t e  j u dgem ent a l  a t  t im es ,  t h e  f i n d i ng s  o f  

t h e  p r e s en t  s tu dy  rev ea l  t h a t  t h e r e  w er e  o th e r  ca s es  (n =2 ,  7% )  w h en  t he  

p a r en t s  we r e  v e ry  su p po r t i v e ,  wh i ch  was  es sen t i a l  fo r  t he  su r v i vo r ’ s  

m en t a l  h ea l th .  C ons id e r ,  fo r  ex am pl e ,  t h e  f o l lo wi ng  q uo te s :   

T h ey  w er e  s up po r t iv e  b ecaus e  th ey  r a i s ed  me  t o  b e  t h e  p e r s on  I  

am  n ow ,  t each i ng  m e  th a t  no  m at t e r  w h a t  y ou  w ea r ,  no  o n e  h as  

t h e  r i gh t  t o  mi s t r ea t  y ou  i n  o r d e r  t o  snap  a  p i c t u re  o f  y ou .  

H o w ev e r ,  o th e r  f am i l i es  h av e  a  d i f f e r en t  p e r sp ec t i v e ;  t hey  

b e l i ev e  t ha t  t h e  w ay  yo u  d r e s s  and  s ay  so m eth in g  m ig h t  co n vey  a  

m o re  s exu a l  m ess ag e  t h an  i t  s ho u ld ,  an d  w ho  can  ev a l ua t e  t h a t ?  I t  

i s  t o t a l l y  s ub j ec t ive…  (Sa v in a ,  2 3  y ea rs  o ld )  

I  w i sh  I  had  m en t ion ed  w h a t  h ap p en ed  t o  me  s oo n e r ;  t h ey  w e r e  

r ea l l y  h e lp f u l .  (K orn i l ia ,  22  y ea rs  o ld )  

T h e r e  w e re ,  h ow eve r ,  s om e p a ren t s  wh o  w e r e  n e i t h e r  c r i t i c a l  no r  

s up po r t iv e .  In  t w o  s i t u a t io ns ,  t h e  p a r t i c i p an t s  ( n =2 ,  7 %)  s a id  th a t  wh en  

t h ey  d i s cu ss ed  t h e i r  v i c t imi za t i on  wi th  t h e i r  p a r en t s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  d i d  no t  

t ak e  t h e  ma t t e r  s e r io us ly  o r  ev en  f e ig ned  n o t  t o  k n ow  af t e r w a r ds .  Fo r  

ex ampl e :  

M y p a r en t s  i n s t ru c t ed  m e  n o t  t o  d ea l  wi th  h i m b ecaus e  i t ’ s  a  

w as t e  o f  t im e .  (O lym pi a ,  3 0  y ea rs  o ld )  

T h ey  ac t ed  as  i f  I  had n ’ t  t o ld  t h em.  I  be l i ev e  i t  w as  t oo  mu ch  f o r  

t h em to  h and l e .  ( S oni a ,  3 3  y ea rs  o ld )  
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H o w ev e r ,  t w o  pa r t i c i p an t s  ( 7% )  in  t h i s  r es ea r ch  d ec i ded  n o t  t o  t e l l  

e i t h e r  o f  t h e i r  p a r en t s  ab ou t  t h e i r  abus e .  Th ey  w e r e  e i t h e r  hu mi l i a t ed  

o r  s ca r ed  t ha t  i f  t he i r  p a r en t s  d i s cov er ed  th a t  t h e i r  ch i l d ' s  s ens i t i ve  

s exu a l  co n t en t  h ad  b een  r e l eas ed  on l ine ,  i t  w o u ld  ha rm  t he i r  f am i l y  

b o nds .  

T h ey ' d  s t a r t  wh in ing .  My  m ot he r ' s  b ro t h er  wo r ks  a t  t h e  po l i c e  

s t a t i on  an d  i f  h e  f ou n d  ou t ,  h e ' d  s t a r t  j ud g i ng  m e  a s  w e l l ,  so  

t h a t ' s  w hy  I  d id n ’ t  f i l e  a  r ep o r t .  (K athy ,  3 0  yea rs  o ld )  

I  w as  as h am ed  o f  wh a t  I  d i d  t o  t h em,  o f  w ha t  I  d i d  t o  m e .  ( Em m a ,  

2 5  y ea rs  o ld )  

R esea r ch  o n  in t im at e  r e l a t i on sh i p  abus e  h a s  a l so  s h ed  l i gh t  on  f em al e  

v i c t i ms ’  s e l f - b l am in g .  A cco rd in g  t o  r es ea r ch ,  w om en  wh o  h o ld  

p a r t i cu l a r  g end e r  ro l e  v i ews  a r e  l e s s  l i k e ly  t o  r ev ea l  t h e i r  v i c t imi za t i on  

( M i l l e r  and  Po r t e r ,  1 9 83 ) .  T h i s  i s  po ss i b l e  b ecau se  f em ale  su r v iv o rs  a r e  

o f t en  b l am ed  f o r  i nc i t i n g  th e  agg r es s iv e  b eh av i ou r  t ha t  l e ad s  t o  t h e i r  

v i c t i mi za t i on  ( Mi l l e r  and  Po r t e r ,  19 83) .  

H o w ev e r ,  l i t e ra tu r e  o n  i n t i m at e  p a r tn e r  v i o l en ce  h as  em ph as i zed  t h e  

n eed  f o r  a  su pp o r t iv e  f ami l y  con t ex t  fo r  s u rv i vo r  r eh ab i l i t a t i o n .  

A cco rd in g  t o  Wei s s  ( 20 13 ) ,  f ami ly  m em b er s  sh ou ld  co ns t an t ly  s t an d  

n ex t  t o  t h e  su rv iv or ,  l i s t en in g  to  h i s  o r  h e r  ex p e r i en ces  wh i l e  b e i ng  

r ead y  t o  en co ur ag e  h im  o r  h e r .  C i t r on  an d  F r ank s  (2 01 4 )  a l so  s t a t e  t h a t  

f ami ly  su pp o r t  i s  im po r t an t  f o r  t h e  psy cho lo g i ca l  w e l l -be i ng  o f  t h e  

s u rv iv or s  o f  T FS V.  
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•  P rev i ous  V i c t im i za t ion  and  Sub s equen t  Pa r tn ers  At t i tud es  

T h e  m ajo r i t y  (7 5% )  o f  t h e  su r v i vo rs  r a t ed  t h e i r  su bs equ en t  p a r t n e r s '  

b eh av io ur  as  h i g h ly  s up po r t iv e .  Wi th in  t h e  con t ex t  o f  t h e  a f t e rm a th  o f  

n o n- con s ens u a l  d i s t r i bu t io n  o f  i n t im ate  m at e r i a l ,  t h e  f o l lo w in g  qu o t es  

ex empl i f y  t h e  s i gn i f i c an t  ro l e  t h a t  a  su p po r t i v e  r om an t i c  p a r tn e r  p l ays  

i n  a i d i ng  t he  s u rv iv o r ’ s  r e cov e ry  an d  r e s i l i en ce :  

I  n ev e r  t h ou gh t  I ' d  f i nd  s om eo n e  wh o  w o u l d  s t an d  by  m e  t h ro ug h  

t h e  d a r k es t  ch ap t e r  o f  my  l i f e .  Wh en  m y  in t im at e  mo ment s  w e r e  

c r u e l ly  ex p lo i t ed  wi th ou t  m y  cons en t ,  i t  s h a t t e r ed  m y  t r us t  an d  

s e l f - e s t e em.  B u t  i n  t h e  a r ms  o f  my  lo v i ng  p a r t n e r ,  I  f o und  no t  

j u s t  s o l ace ,  b u t  s t r en g t h .  H e  h e l p ed  me  r ebu i ld  my  co n f iden ce .  

( Ol ym pi a ,  3 0  y ea rs  o ld )  

In  t he  a f t e rm at h  o f  m y  in t im at e  im ag es  b e i ng  s h ar ed  wi tho u t  m y  

co ns en t ,  I  f e l t  ex pos ed  and  v io l a t ed ,  l i k e  I  h ad  lo s t  co n t ro l  o v er  

m y  o wn  b od y  an d  s t o ry .  B u t  my  p a r t n e r  sh ow ed  m e  wh a t  t r u e  lo v e  

m eans .  Th ey  s to od  b e s i de  m e ,  r emi nd in g  m e  t h a t  I  w as  mo r e  th an  

a  v i c t im ,  an d  w or thy  o f  l ov e .  (K orn i l ia ,  2 2  yea rs  o ld )  

H o w ev e r ,  s ev en  p a r t i c ip an t s  (2 5% )  m en t i on ed  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e i r  

v i c t i mi za t i on ,  t h ey  d i d  no t  w an t  t o  b eco m e i nv o l v ed  in  an y  s e r io us  

r o man t i c  r e l a t i on sh i ps  ag a i n .  

C on s id e r ,  fo r  ex amp l e ,  t h e  fo l lo wi ng  q u o t es :  

I  w i l l  n ev e r  go  i n t o  a  r e l a t i on sh ip  a f t e r  t h a t .  Th i s  i s  c l e a r .  I  do  

n o t  wan t  t o  ev e r  h av e  a  r e l a t i o ns h ip  ag a in .  I  d o  no t  wan t  t o  g e t  

m a r r i ed .  I  d o  no t  wan t  t o  h av e  ch i ld r en .  I  d o  no t  w an t  any th in g .  I  

h a t e  ev e r y th in g  a f t e r  wh a t  hap pen ed  to  m e .  ( Mel in a ,  1 9  y ea rs  

o ld ) .  

I  h av e  n o t  h ad  a  r e l a t i on sh ip  s i n ce .  I  do  no t  h av e  t h e  s ame  

co n f id en ce .  I 'm  d e f i n i t e ly  a f r a i d  t h a t  i f  so meon e  ap p ro ach es  me ,  

t h ey  can  app r o ach  m e  b ecau s e  t h ey  may  h av e  seen  my  p ho to s  and  

k n ow .  (E va ,  28  y ears  o ld )  
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A l t ho ug h  r es ea r ch  o n  th e  in f lu en ce  o f  s ex u a l  co e rc io n  on  l a t e r  d a t i ng  

an d  r om an t i c  r e l a t i o ns h i p  exp e r i ence s  i s  l a ck in g ,  s ev e r a l  s t ud ie s  sh ow  

t h a t  p r ev i ou s  un p l ea s an t  exp e r i en ces  m ay  h av e  an  imp ac t  o n  th e  qu a l i t y  

o f  s ub s eq uen t  i n t im at e  r e l a t i on sh ips  ( C o l l i b ee  and  Wynd o l ,  20 14 ) .  A  

s tu dy  co nd u c t ed  o n  a  s am pl e  o f  tw en t y - f o ur  y ou ng  ad u l t s  w h o  h ad  

ex p e r i en ced  s exu a l  co e rc io n  by  t he i r  ex - p a r tn e r s  fo un d  tha t ,  r eg a r d l es s  

o f  wh e t h er  t h e  i nd iv id u a l s  r ece iv ed  s up p or t  f ro m t h e i r  sub s eq u en t  

p a r t n e r s ,  s exu a l  coe r c io n  in  t h e  co n t ex t  o f  t h e i r  f o r m er  re l a t i o ns h ip s  

h ad  a  n eg a t i v e  i mpac t  o n  ro m an t i c  exp e r i en ces  ( Co l l i b ee  and  Wy nd o l ,  

2 0 14 ) .  In  co n t r as t ,  an o t h er  s tu dy  w hi ch  fo cus ed  on  f ema le  su r v iv o rs  o f  

s exu a l  a s s au l t  f ou nd  t h a t  w om en  t end  t o  d i sc lo se  t h e i r  unp l eas an t  

ex p e r i en ces  t o  t h e i r  su bs equ en t  p a r tn e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  a s s es s  t h e  s t r en g th  

o f  t he i r  p r e s en t  r e l a t i on sh ip  an d  t o  d i s cus s  ho w th ey  f ee l  abo u t  t h e i r  

v i c t i mi za t i on  ( L ozan o ,  20 15 ) .  T h e  s ame  d a t a ,  h o w ev e r ,  s ho w  t ha t ,  

f o l lo wi ng  t h e  a fo r em en t i on ed  r ev e l a t io n ,  t h e  con nec t io n  b e tw een  t h e  

t w o  pa r tn e r s  ch an ged ,  a l t h ou gh  p a r t i c i p an t s  w e r e  un ab l e  t o  exp l a in  h ow  

( L o zan o ,  2 01 5 ) .  Fran k l i n  ( 20 14 )  co n t en ds  t h a t  i n d iv id u a l s  im p ac t ed  b y  

T FS V a r e  l e s s  l i k e ly  t o  h av e  a  fu tu r e  ro m an t i c  encou n t e r  f o r  f e a r  o f  

s exu a l  co e r c i on .  B lo om  (2 01 4) ,  commen t in g  on  t h e  exp e r i en ce s  o f  

‘ r ev en g e  po r n ’  v i c t i ms ,  s ays  t ha t  t h e  b r each  o f  t r us t  t h a t  v i c t i ms  su f f e r  

m ig h t  h a rm th e i r  f u t u re  r e l a t i on sh ip s .  

 

•  Th e  Im p ac t  o f  TFS V on  F r i end sh ip s  

In  t e rm s  o f  h o w T FS V in f l u en ced  t h e  s u rv iv or s ’  f r i en ds h i ps ,  

p a r t i c ip an t s  i n  t h e  cu r r en t  r es ea r ch  rep o r t ed  no  ch an g e .  T h a t  i s ,  t h e i r  
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f r i en ds h i ps  d i d  no t  im pr ov e  o r  d e t e r i o r a t e  a s  a  r e su l t  o f  t h e i r  

v i c t i mi za t i on .  S ome  o f  t h em  ( n =3 ,  11% ) ,  h ow ev er ,  no t ed  h ow  t hey  

cam e c lo se r  t o  t h e i r  f r i end s  s in ce  th ey  w e r e  qu i t e  su pp o r t i v e :  

E v e ry on e  amo ng  my  f r i en ds  w as  on  my  s id e ,  o f  co u rs e .  I  d i d  no t  

d o  any th i ng  bad .  No  on e  to l d  m e  ‘ Yo u  d i d  i t  on  p u rp os e ,  o r  wh y  

d id  y ou  d o  i t ? ’  (K orn i l ia ,  22  y ea rs  o ld )  

M y c lo se  f r i en ds  wh o  f ou nd  o u t  w e r e  a l l  b y  my  s i d e .  I  h ad  

t r em end ou s  su pp or t .  In  f ac t ,  I  had  to  t a l k  t o  so m e o f  t h em  fo r  4 -5  

m on th s ,  b u t  a l l  t h i s  b ro ug h t  u s  c l os e r  an d  s t r en g t hen ed  ou r  

f r i en ds h i p .  ( Mel ina ,  1 9  yea rs  o ld ) .  

In  g en er a l ,  r e s ea r ch  on  su r v i vo rs ’  p e rcep t io ns  o f  s oc i a l  su p po r t  h as  

em ph as i zed  th e  s i gn i f i c an ce  o f  f r i ends h i p  in  t h e  h ea l in g  p r o cess  (D ako f  

an d  T ay lo r ,  1 9 90 ) .  In t e r e s t i ng l y ,  r es ea r ch  o n  f i f t y - f iv e  can ce r  p a t i en t s  

f o un d  th a t  co nn ec t io ns  wi t h  f r i ends  we r e  m o r e  s ig n i f i c an t  fo r  t h e  

p a r t i c ip an t s ’  p sy cho lo g i ca l  w e l l -b e i ng  th an  r e l a t i o ns h ip s  w i t h  c l os e  

f ami ly  m em ber s  ( Dak o f  and  T ay lo r ,  19 9 0) .  S imi l a r ly ,  i n  t h e  cu r r en t  

s tu dy ,  su rv iv o rs  o f  T FS V co ns id e r ed  th e i r  f r i en ds ’  i n t e r ven t io n  a s  mo r e  

h e lp fu l  t h an  t h e i r  f ami l y ’ s  i n t e rv en t i on .  

H o w ev e r ,  t h e re  w ere  tw o  su r v iv o rs  ( 7% )  wh o  r epo r t ed  ma j o r  t r us t  

d i f f i cu l t i e s  i n  t h e i r  f r i end sh ips  a f t e r  be i ng  v i c t im ized .  

T h a t  i s  t h e  m a jo r  r e a s on  I  am  t ru s t i ng  a  l o t  h a rd e r .  An d  I  h av e  a  

l o t  o f  i n secu r i t i e s  i n  gen e ra l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  my  f r i end sh ips ,  

b ecaus e  I  f e e l  l i k e  I  c an  no  lo ng e r  a l l o w  m ys e l f  t o  b e  s o  c l os e  to  

s om eon e  b ecau se ,  f i r s t  and  fo r emo s t ,  I ’ m  t e r r i f i ed  o f  b e i ng  

ab and on ed ,  an d  seco n d ly ,  I ' m  w or r i ed  o f  d o i ng  s om et h in g  

h o r r ib l e  t o  my se l f .  ( E van g e l i a ,  1 9  y ears  o ld ) .  

Fo r  y ea rs  a f t e r  m y  v i c t i mi s a t io n ,  m y  pe r s on a l i t y  h a s  t u rned  

s us p i c i ou s  and  s cep t i c a l .  I  do  n o t  t ru s t  o th e r  p eo p l e  e a s i ly  

a l t ho ug h  I  am so c i ab l e  and  ex t r ov e r t ed .  ( Ana st as ia ,  39  y ea rs  

o ld ) .  
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H o w ev e r ,  t h e re  w as  a  v i c t im  wh o  sa id  t h a t  sh e  d id  n o t  h av e  t h e  su pp or t  

s h e  exp ec t ed  f ro m h e r  f r i end sh ip  en v i r o nm en t  a s  t h ey  d id  no t  k no w  

w h at  t o  s ay  to  m ake  h e r  f e e l  b e t t e r .  

T h ey  t o l d  m e  n o t  t o  t h i nk  abo u t  i t .  Th i s  w as  n o t  so  s up por t i v e ,  

b ecaus e  t e l l i n g  m e  n o t  t o  t h i nk  ab ou t  i t  o r  n o t  t o  ca r e  d o es  n o t  

h e lp  m e  a t  a l l .  I t  i s  l i ke  b e in g  s t r es s ed  and  b e in g  t o l d  no t  t o  

s t r e s s .  ( I oa nna ,  29  y ea rs  o ld ) .  

O f  a l l  t h e  v i c t i ms ,  o n l y  on e  repo r t ed  th a t  wh en  h e r  f r i en ds  l e a rn ed  t h a t  

s exu a l  m at e r i a l  h ad  b een  re l eas ed  o n  th e  i n t e rn e t ,  t h ey  s to p ped  h an g i ng  

o u t  wi t h  he r  an d  cu t  o f f  a l l  con tac t .  

I  w as  t o ld  t h a t  I  w as  n o t  w h a t  I  l oo k ed  l i ke ,  t h ey  s t a r t ed  cu r s i ng  

a t  m e ,  an d  I  g en e r a l ly  cu t  m ys e l f  o f f  f r o m f r i en ds .  (K a t er in a ,  2 6  

y ea rs  o ld ) .  

O v er a l l ,  t h e  f i n d ing s  o f  t h i s  r es ea r ch ,  b as ed  on  t he  ex p e r i en ce s  o f  28  

s u rv iv or s ,  r ev ea l  s ev e r a l  k ey  po i n t s  r e l a t ed  to  r e l a t i o ns h i ps  an d  so c i a l  

r e s po ns es  t o  v i c t i mi s a t i on .  Ev id en t l y ,  a  su bs t an t i a l  m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  

s u rv iv or s ,  com p r i s in g  7 8%  o f  t h e  s amp l e ,  en co un t e r ed  f am i l i a l  b l am e  

i n  t h e  a f t e rm a th  o f  t h e i r  v i c t imi za t i on .  Cu r i ou s l y ,  t h e  im pac t  o f  su ch  

v io l a t i ons  o n  in t e rp e r so n a l  r e l a t i o ns h i ps ,  p a r t i cu l a r ly  f r i en ds h i ps ,  

ap p ear s  com pa r a t ive l y  a t t en ua t ed ,  wi th  78 % o f  r es po nd en t s  as s e r t i n g  

t h a t  t h e i r  f r i en dsh ip s  r em a in ed  u n a f f ec t ed  fo l lo wi ng  t h e  n o n -

co ns ens u a l  d i s s emin a t io n  o f  t h e i r  i n t im at e  m at e r i a l .  A dd i t i o n a l l y ,  a  

n o t ewo r th y  m aj o r i t y  o f  s u rv i vo r s ,  cons t i t u t i ng  7 9 %,  d i s c l os ed  t h a t  t h ey  

f o un d  i t  mo r e  com fo r t ab l e  t o  en g ag e  in  d i s cuss io ns  co nce r n i ng  t h e i r  

ex p e r i en c es  wi t h i n  t h e  m a t e r n a l  f ami l i a l  s ph e r e ,  w h i l e  con s c i ou s ly  

w i t hh o l d in g  th i s  i n f o rm a t io n  f ro m p a te r n a l  f i g u r es .  Ho wev e r ,  i t  i s  

i mp e r a t i v e  t o  a ckno w ledg e  t ha t  t h e r e  w e r e  i n s t an ces ,  a l be i t  l im i t ed  
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( 7 % ) ,  wh e r e  p a r en t s  ex h i b i t ed  a  commen d ab le  d eg r ee  o f  su p po r t .  

Fu r th e rm o re ,  a  s ubs t an t i a l  75 %  o f  su rv iv o rs  r epo r t ed  expe r i en c in g  

h ig h l y  su pp or t iv e  beh av i ou r  f r om su bseq u en t  ro m an t i c  pa r t ne r s ,  

u n de r s co r i ng  th e  p iv o t a l  ro l e  p l ay ed  by  s u ch  p a r t n e r s  i n  f a c i l i t a t i ng  t h e  

p r o cess  o f  r e cov e r y  and  r es i l i en ce -b u i ld in g .  C on ve r s e ly ,  a  n on -

n eg l i g i b l e  mi no r i t y ,  co mp r i s in g  2 5%  of  t h e  p a r t i c i p an t s ,  a r t i cu l a t ed  

t h e i r  d i s in c l in a t io n  to  en g ag e  in  s ub s t an t i a l  r om an t i c  r e l a t i on sh ip s  

s ub s eq u en t  t o  t h e i r  v i c t imi za t io n .  

 

 Impact  of  TFSV on Survivors  

•  Im p a c t  o f  th e  Vi o la t ion  on  Men ta l  Hea l t h   

T h e  v as t  m a jo r i t y  o f  su r v iv o rs  w ho  t ook  pa r t  i n  t h i s  r es ea r ch ,  

s p ec i f i c a l l y  27  o u t  o f  2 8  ( 96 % ) ,  s t a t ed  th a t  s in ce  th e i r  s ex u a l  m at e r i a l  

w as  p ub l i s hed  wi tho u t  t he i r  co ns en t ,  t h e i r  m en t a l  h ea l t h  w as  

s ig n i f i c an t ly  a f f ec t ed ,  m an i f es t i ng  sym pt oms  o f  an x i e ty ,  p h o b i as ,  s l e ep  

p r ob lems ,  e a t in g  d i s o rd e rs ,  and  ev en  su i c id a l  t end en c i es .  T h e  m ajo r i t y  

o f  p a r t i c ip an t s  r epo r t ed  h av in g  t r us t  i s su e s  a f t e r  su r v iv ing  T FS V ,  in  

ad d i t i o n  to  t h e  p r ev io us ly  d ocum ent ed  neg a t i v e  e f f ec t s  o f  T FSV  o n  

m en t a l  h ea l th .   Fo ur t een  o u t  o f  tw en t y - e ig h t  (5 0% )  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p an t s  

i n  t h i s  r es ea r ch  a l so  ex p e r i en ced  s ub s t an t i a l  l ev e l s  o f  b od y  sh am e an d  

l os s  o f  co n t ro l  a f t e r  t h e i r  v i c t imi za t ion ,  i n  ad d i t i o n  t o  hum i l i a t i o n ,  

an x i e t y ,  fu ry ,  w o r ry  fo r  t h e i r  p e r so na l / ph ys i ca l  s a f e t y ,  and  t h e  n eed  f o r  

h y pe r v i g i l an ce .  
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-  Men ta l  h ea l th  i s sues :  PT SD ,  anx i e t y ,  d ep ress ion ,  and  su i c ida l  

t ho ugh ts  

T h e  m ajo r i t y  o f  p a r t i c ip an t s  (n =27 ,  96% )  i n  t h i s  r e sea r ch  s a id  th a t  t h e  

r e l e as e  o f  t h e i r  s exu a l ly  ex p l i c i t  con ten t  h ad  a  neg a t i v e  im p ac t  on  t h e i r  

m en t a l  h ea l th .  Fo l lo w in g  t h e i r  v i c t imiza t i on ,  a lmo s t  a l l  r e s po nd en t s ,  

r eg a rd l es s  o f  t he i r  ag e ,  s t a t ed  t h a t  t h ey  w e r e  fo rm al ly  d i ag n os ed  wi t h  

p os t t r aum a t i c  s t r es s  d i s o r d e r  (P TS D) ,  an x i e t y ,  an d  d ep r es s io n .  

Fu r th e rm o re ,  a l l  r e s ea r ch  p a r t i c ip an t s  ( n =28 ,  10 0 %)  r ep or t ed  f ee l i ng  

s ig n i f i c an t  d eg r ees  o f  sh am e ,  anx i e ty ,  w r a t h ,  co n ce r n  f o r  t h e i r  

p e r so n a l / ph ys i ca l  s a f e ty ,  and  t he  n eed  f o r  hy p er v i g i l ance  f o l l o win g  th e  

i n c id en t  o f  T FS V .  M any  r esp on d en t s  c i t ed  so me  co mmo n w o rds  s u ch  as  

“h umi l i a t i o n , ”  “p a in , ”  “ t r aum a, ”  “h u r t f u l , ”  and  “s u i c i d e”  w h en  t h ey  

w e r e  as k ed  to  i den t i f y  wo r ds  th a t  s p r an g  to  mi nd  wh en  t hey  a t t empt ed  

t o  d es c r i be  t h e i r  exp e r i en ce  wi t h  T FSV .  

Α  f em al e  p a r t i c ip an t  ch ar ac t e r i z ed  t he  no n - co ns en su a l  d i s t r i bu t io n  o f  

h e r  n ud e  p ho t og r aph s  a s  “m en t a l  p r i son . ”  Sh e  m en t io n ed  t h a t  sh e  d id  

n o t  k no w  w h at  T FSV  w as  u n t i l  h e r  ex - i n t i m at e  p a r tn e r  sha r ed  h e r  nu d e  

p h o to g r ap hs  and  t h i s  a c t iv i ty  a f f ec t ed  h e r  ps y ch o lo g i ca l  w e l l -b e in g  i n  

s ev e ra l  w ay s :  

I  h av e  n o t  s t op p ed  t h i nk i ng  ab ou t  s u i c i d e .  I  c an no t  do  th i s  t h i ng ;  

I  w o u l d  ju s t  p r e f e r  i t  i f  t h e  g i r l  i n  t h e  p h o to  we r e  d ead  n ow .  I  c an  

n o  lo ng e r  b ea r  t o  l i v e  wh a t  I  l i v e  a t  a l l .  I ' m  in  a  m en t a l  p r i so n .  

( Gl yk er i a ,  2 1  yea rs  o ld ) .  

A n ot he r  p a r t i c ip an t  d es c r i b ed  th a t  sh e  h ad  exp e r i en ced  su i c i d a l  

t ho ug h t s  an d  h ad  ev en  a t t em pt ed  t o  t ak e  h e r  o wn  l i f e  a f t e r  h e r  n ud e  
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p h o to g r ap hs  w e r e  d i s t r i bu t ed  on l in e  wi th ou t  h e r  con s en t .  A s  s he  

p o i gn an t l y  no ted :  

I  w an t ed  to  h u r t  my s e l f .  I  on ce  t r i ed  to  j um p o f f  t he  b a l co n y ,  b u t  

t h e r e  we r e  p eop l e  ov e r  t h e r e  and  t h ey  w e r e  l oo k in g  f o r  me  and  

t h ey  s t op p ed  m e .  An o t h er  t im e ,  I  t r i ed  to  cu t  m y  v e in s .  

( Ε van g e l i a ,  1 9  y ears  o ld )  

B o t h  p r ev io us  an d  cu r r en t  r es ea r ch  o n  s ex u a l  a s s au l t / abus e  h a s  

i nd ica t ed  th a t  s u rv iv o rs  f e e l  hum i l i a t ed  an d  su f f e r  f ro m sev e r e  m en t a l  

h ea l th  e f f ec t s  l i k e  P TS D an d  th a t  t h ey  h av e  h ig he r  an x i e ty  an d  

d ep r es s io n  s co r es  (D a r io  an d  O ’n ea l ,  2 0 18 ;  M ul l en ,  e t  a l . ,  1 98 9) .  

M o r eo v er ,  r e s ea r ch  f o cu s ed  m ain ly  o n  f em a l e  s exu a l  ab use  su gg es t s  

t h a t  w om en  wh o  h av e  b een  abu sed  in  t h e  p a s t  a r e  mo r e  l i k e ly  to  s u f fe r  

f r om  p sy cho p a th o lo g i ca l  d i s o r d e rs  f o r  many  yea r s  an d  us u a l l y  b l am e  

t h ems e lv es  fo r  t h e  a s s au l t  (M i l l e r  e t  a l . ,  2 01 0 ;  P i co - Al f on so ,  20 02 ;  

Wo od y  and  B e l d in ,  2 01 2) .  Th e  m ed i ca l  t e rm  th a t  i s  u s ed  t o  d es c r i be  t h e  

m en t a l  h ea l th  e f f ec t s  on  rap e  su r v iv o rs  i s  c a l l ed  r ape  t r au m a sy nd ro m e.  

R ape  t r au m a,  i n  es sen ce ,  i s  t h e  w ay  t ha t  a  s u rv iv or  r es pon ds  wh en  he  

o r  s h e  h as  exp e r i enced  a  no n - con s en sua l  an d  l i f e - t h r ea t i ng  s i t ua t io n  

( B ur g es s ,  1 98 3) .   

G i ven  th a t  T FSV  can  a l s o  b e  ch ar ac t e r i z ed  as  a  no n - con sen t in g  

s i t u a t io n  w hi ch  i nvo lv e s  sev e r a l  t h r ea t s  ag a i ns t  an  i nd iv id u a l ,  i t  i s  

e a s i ly  u nd e rs to od  w h y  su rv iv o rs  o f  no n - co ns ensu a l  d i s t r i bu t io n  o f  

m at e r i a l  m ay  su f f e r  t h e  s am e  s ev e r e  men t a l  h ea l t h  e f f ec t s  a s  do  s exu a l  

a s s au l t  su rv iv o rs .  E v i d en t ly ,  T FS V do es  no t  i nv o l v e  a  ph ys i ca l  a t t a ck  

ag a ins t  a  s u r v i vo r ’ s  b od y ,  b u t ,  a s  B loo m ( 20 14 )  exp l a in s ,  T FS V 
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s u rv iv or s — esp ec i a l l y  t e en ag e  an d  yo un g  o nes— cou ld  ev en  demo ns t r a t e  

s u i c i d a l  b eh av i ou r .  

A p a r t  f r om  ca s es  o f  r ape  an d  s ex u a l  a s s au l t ,  r e s ea rch  h as  a l s o  sh ed  

l i g h t  on  t h e  e f fec t s  o f  t h e  v i o l en ce  i ns t ig a t ed  by  an  in t ima t e  p a r t ne r  o n  

a  su r v iv o r ’ s  m en t a l  h ea l t h .  In  p a r t i cu l a r ,  i t  h a s  been  su gges t ed  th a t  

w o men  w ho  h ave  been  ex po sed  to  p hys i ca l  o r  p s ycho lo g ica l  i n t im at e  

p a r t n e r  v io l en ce  a re  mo r e  l i k e ly  to  s u f f e r  f r om  d epr e s s i on  an d  anx ie ty  

s ym pt oms ,  P TS D,  an d  su i c id a l  t ho ug h t s  t h an  th e  wom en  w h o  h av e  n o t  

ex p e r i en ced  i n t i m at e  p a r t n e r  v io l en ce .  C i t r on  and  F r an ks  ( 2 01 4 )  as s e r t  

t h a t  no n - co ns ensu a l  p o rn og r ap hy  co u ld  be  co ns id e r ed  a  fo r m o f  

i n t i m at e  p a r tn e r  v io l en ce .   

A n o t he r  com mo n po in t  i n  t h e  ans w ers  o f  mo s t  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p an t s  i n  

t h i s  r es ea r ch  w as  th e  wi t hd r aw al  o f  t he  su r v iv o rs  f r om  the i r  so c i a l  

c i r c l e  imm edi a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  pu b l i c a t ion  o f  t h e  m at e r i a l ,  de s p i t e  t he  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e  m aj o r i t y  o f  t h em  h ad  v e r y  su pp o r t i v e  f r i ends  ( s ee  t h e  

s ec t io n  abo v e  fo r  fu r th e r  d e t a i l s  r e l a t ed  t o  t h e  imp ac t  o f  T FS V  o n  

f r i en ds h i ps ) .  A cco rd in g  to  t h e  p a r t i c ipan t s  i n  t h i s  s tu dy ,  t h ey  w e r e  

w i t hd r awn  im medi a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e i r  v i c t i mi za t i on  an d ,  f o r  a  p e r io d  o f  a t  

l e as t  on e  to  t wo  y ea r s ,  t h e i r  s o c i a l  l i f e  ch an g ed  d r am at i ca l l y .   

I  w as  co ns t an t l y  l ock ed  in  t h e  h ou s e  w i t h  mu s i c ,  co ns t an t l y  

l i s t en in g  to  m us i c .  I  d i d  no t  g o  ou t ,  I  d id  n o t  g o  any wh e re ,  I  d id  

n o t  g o  f o r  w a lk s  o r  any th i ng .  I  d id  n o t  g e t  u p ,  I  r em em b er  I  w as  

t ak in g  my  fo od  and  ea t in g  in  b ed ;  t h a t  i s ,  I  d i d  no th i ng .  I  d o  no t  

r em em b er  h o w l on g ,  a  y ear  fo r  s u r e ,  may b e  mo r e .  (Ko rn i l i a ,  2 2  

y ea rs  o ld )  

In d eed ,  r es ea r ch  o n  su r v i vo rs  o f  t r auma t i c  ex p er i en ces  ( see ,  fo r  

ex ampl e ,  G ag n i e r  &  C ol l i n -V éz i n a ,  20 1 6 ;  P e t e r ,  20 08 ;  Ban y a rd  & 
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Wil l i am s ,  2 00 7)  s ug g es t  t h a t  s u r v i vo rs  m ay  wi t hd r aw o r  i so l a t e  

t h ems e lv es  ev en  wh en  th ey  hav e  su ppo r t iv e  f r i en ds  f o r  s ev e r a l  r e a so ns ,  

a s  co p i ng  w i th  t r aum a  can  b e  a  com pl ex  an d  in d iv id u a l i z ed  p r o cess .  

S om e comm on  ex p lan a t io ns  fo r  t h i s  b eh av i ou r  a r e :  

1 .  S ha m e an d  Gu i l t :  S u rv iv or s  o f t en  g r ap p l e  wi th  f e e l in gs  o f  s h am e and  

g u i l t ,  ev en  wh en  they  w er e  n o t  a t  f au l t  f o r  t h e  t r aum at i c  ev en t .  Th ey  

m ay  b e l i eve  t h a t  t hey  h av e  som eho w  br o ug h t  t h e  t r au ma  up o n  

t h ems e lv es  o r  t h a t  t h ey  s ho u ld  h av e  been  ab l e  t o  p r ev en t  i t .  Th es e  

f ee l i ng s  can  b e  o v er w h e lm in g  and  m ake  th em  h es i t an t  t o  sh a r e  t h e i r  

ex p e r i en ces ,  l e ad i ng  t o  wi th d r aw al  ( s ee ,  fo r  ex am pl e ,  P l an t e  e t  a l . ,  

2 0 22 ;  M ae r ck e r  &  H o r n ,  2 01 2) .  

2 .  E mo t io na l  O ver lo a d:  T r aum a can  r es u l t  i n  i n t ens e  emot io ns ,  s u ch  as  

f e a r ,  ang e r ,  s adn ess ,  and  co n fus io n .  Th es e  em ot i on s  can  b e  d i f f i cu l t  t o  

p r o cess  an d  sh a r e  w i t h  o t he r s .  Su r v ivo r s  mig h t  w o r r y  tha t  t h e i r  f r i en ds  

w o n ' t  be  ab l e  t o  h an d l e  t h e i r  em ot i on a l  i n t en s i t y  o r  t h a t  d i s cu ss i ng  t he  

t r au m a wi l l  on ly  exace r b a t e  t h e i r  d i s t r e s s .  

3 .  A vo id an ce  Co p i ng :  So m e su rv iv or s  u s e  avo id an ce  as  a  co p i ng  

m echan i sm.  Th ey  m ay  t r y  t o  avo id  t h i nk in g  o r  t a l k i ng  ab o u t  t h e  

t r au m at i c  ev en t  a s  a  w ay  t o  p ro t ec t  t hem se lv e s  f rom  t h e  p a in fu l  

m em o r i es  an d  em ot i on s  a s so c i a t ed  w i th  i t .  Whi l e  t h i s  m ay  p r ov id e  

t em po r a ry  r e l i e f ,  i t  c an  a l so  l e ad  t o  i so l a t i on  ( s ee ,  fo r  exam pl e ,  E l zy  e t  

a l . ,  2 01 3 ;  L i t t l e t on  e t  a l . ,  2 00 7 ;  B a l  e t  a l . ,  20 03 ) .  
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T w o su r v iv o rs  a l s o  r epo r t ed  ea t in g  d i so r d e rs  t h a t  o ccur r ed  du r i ng  th e  

f i r s t  t w o  w eek s  a f t e r  t h e i r  s ex u a l l y  exp l i c i t  m a te r i a l  w as  f o un d  on l in e  

w i t ho u t  t h e i r  co ns en t .   

F r o m th e  mom ent  I  s aw m y nu d e  p i c t u r e s  o n l i n e ,  f o r  a  w eek  I  d i d  

n o t  e a t  any th i ng ,  no t  ev en  a  f ru i t .  I  was  co ns t an t l y  h av ing  pan i c  

a t t a cks .  Th e  n ex t  week  a f t e r  t h a t ,  I  k ep t  vo mi t i ng  f i ve  t im es  a  

d ay .  I  h av e  n o t  f e l t  mo r e  m en t a l ly  i l l  t h an  du r in g  t h es e  f i r s t  t w o  

w eeks .  (E f i ,  1 9  years  o ld )  

O n  t he  o th e r  h an d ,  t h e r e  we r e  t wo  ca se s  o f  s u r v i vo rs  who ,  d es p i t e  

b e in g  qu i t e  ps ycho lo g i ca l ly  a f f ec t ed  a t  f i r s t ,  t h en  rep or t ed  t h a t  t h ey  

cam e ou t  s t ro ng e r  t h an  b e fo r e  wi th  t h e  h e l p  o f  f r i en ds ,  r e l a t i v e s ,  o r  

s p ec i a l i s t s .  

A t  t h e  b eg in n i ng ,  i t  was  a  s t r on g  sh o ck  becaus e  I  am a l s o  a  

h um an  b e in g .  T h en ,  I  ch an ged  my  mi nd .  I  d id  n o t  w an t  t o  l e t  h i m 

h u r t  m e  anym o r e .  So m et i mes  a f t e r  t h e  b ad ,  t h e  go od  com es  o u t ;  

t h e r e  i s  no  s uch  th in g  a s  b ad  p ub l i c i t y .  ( Αna s t as ia ,  39  y ea rs  o ld )  

P sy ch o l og ica l ly  i t  h ad  a f f ec t ed  m e ,  bu t  no w  I  t ry  t o  t h i nk  

d i f f e r en t l y  an d  to  t e l l  m ys e l f  t h a t  i t  was  j us t  a  m i s t ak e .  I  t ry  t o  

t h i nk  p os i t i v e ly .  (K a ter ina ,  26  y ea rs  o ld )  

T h e r e  w as  a l s o  th e  ca s e  o f  a  s u rv i vo r  w h o  s t a t ed  t h a t  sh e  w as  no t  

a f f ec t ed  a t  a l l  wh en  t h e  s ex ua l  m a t e r i a l  i n  wh i ch  sh e  w as  d ep i c t ed  

l e aked  wi th ou t  he r  co ns en t .  In  f ac t ,  t h i s  p a r t i cu l a r  s u rv i vo r  j u s t i f i e s  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he r  m en t a l  h ea l t h  w as  n o t  a f f ec t ed  b y  p l ac i ng  em ph as i s  o n  

h e r  p e r s on a l i t y  an d  th e  w ay  in  w h i ch  sh e  h ad  l e a r n ed  f r om  an  ea r ly  ag e  

t o  l o ve  h e r se l f  an d  t o  s e t  bo un d a r i es  t o  o th e r s  an d  th e i r  ac t i on s .  

I t  d i d  no t  a f f ec t  me  mu ch  b ecaus e  as  a  p e r s on  I  am  v e ry  dy n ami c ,  I  

h av e  g ro wn  u p  in  su ch  a  way  th a t  I  kno w  w ho  I  am  an d  I  d o  n o t  w a i t  

f o r  s om eo n e ' s  a c t i on s  to  d e t e rm in e  th a t  fo r  m e .  ( Sa v ina ,  2 2  y ea rs  

o ld )  
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-  L on el in ess  and  f ear  

In  ad d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a f o r em en t i on ed  n eg a t iv e  im pac t s  o f  T FS V on  m en t a l  

h ea l th ,  t h e  m aj o r i t y  o f  t h e  pa r t i c ip an t s  (n =26  o u t  o f  28 ,  9 3 % )  sa id  t hey  

ex p e r i en ced  t r us t  d i f f i cu l t i e s  a f t e r  b e in g  v i c t imi zed .  Wh en  as k ed  h ow  

t h ey  f e l t  a f t e r  t h e i r  n ak ed  ph o t og r ap hs  o r  v i d eos  w er e  p os t ed  on l in e  

w i t ho u t  t h e i r  k no wl edg e ,  t h e  ma jo r i t y  o f  t h e  r e sp on d en t s  us ed  th e  

w o r ds  “b e t ra yed ,”  “ h e lp l e s s ,”  “ i s o l a t ed ,”  and  “f ear .”  

I  h av e  ze r o  f a i t h  i n  h um an s .  A nd  I  u s ed  t o  b e  qu i t e  ou t go i ng ,  bu t  

n o w I  k eep  m y  d i s t an ce ,  I  do n ' t  w an t  t o  i n t e r ac t ,  an d  I  am  

q u i e t e r .  (K a ter ina ,  2 6  yea rs  o ld ) .  

N o bo dy  i s  wh o  h e  c l a i ms  to  b e  an y  mo r e  fo r  me .  I  f ee l  i n s ecu r i ty ,  

f e a r .  I  f e e l  t h a t  n o  m at t e r  wh a t  h app ens ,  I  w i l l  b e  j ud ged  f o r  i t .  

S o ,  w h en  s om eo n e  t ex t s  m e ,  I  f e e l  l i ke  h e  wi l l  t e l l  m e  som et h i ng  

r e l a t ed  t o  i t .  An d  i t ' s  ug ly .  (Sp ir ido u la ,  3 0  yea rs  o ld ) .  

A cco rd in g  t o  Jo sk ow i cz - J ab lo n er  an d  L e i s e r  ( 20 13 ) ,  on ce  a  p e r so n  

f ee l s  d ece i v ed  b y  so m eo n e  wi t h  w hom th ey  h ad  a  p e r so n a l  r e l a t i on sh i p ,  

t h e  h a r m i s  so  s ev er e  t h a t  i t  c an  im pa i r  ev er y  p a r t  o f  t h a t  p e r s on ’s  l i f e .  

L i t e r a t u r e  rev ea l s  t h a t  i nd iv id ua l s ,  p a r t i cu l a r l y  i n  t h e  In t e r n e t  e ra ,  

h av e  a  p r ed i s po s i t i o n  to  q u i ck ly  t ru s t  o th e r s ,  bu t  t h a t  t h i s  t r us t  m ay  b e  

ea s i ly  d e s t ro y ed  u nd e r  s p ec i f i c  con d i t i o ns ,  l e ad i ng  t o  po or  exp e r i ence s  

i n  f u tu r e  i n t e r ac t ion s  (C ov ey ,  2 00 8 ;  Han s - Wer n er  an d  Ber n d ,  2 00 4 ) .  

C h i l d ren  o f  d i vo r c ed  pa r en t s ,  f o r  ex amp l e ,  a r e  m or e  l i k e ly  t o  h av e  t ru s t  

i s s u es  wi th  t he i r  s po us e s  i n  t h e  fu t u r e ,  a ccor d i ng  t o  a  s t ud y  ( L ewis ,  

2 0 13 ;  S ch a i ck  and  S t o l b er g ,  2 00 1 ) .  T rau m at i c  ev en t s  i n  ad u l th oo d ,  o n  

t h e  o th e r  h and ,  m igh t  l e ad  to  t ru s t  d i f f i cu l t i e s  w h i ch  can  d am ag e  a  

p e r so n ’ s  i n t e r ac t i on  wi t h  f u tu r e  p a r t ne r s  ( Ro dr ig u ez  e t  a l . ,  2 01 5 ) .  
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In t im at e  b e t r ay a l  i s  p e rh aps  th e  m os t  p r ev a l en t  f o rm  o f  adu l t  

d ecep t i on .  Wh en  a  p e r so n  f ee l s  v u l n erab l e  i n  a  rom an t i c  r e l a t i on sh ip ,  

h e  o r  s h e  m ay  w an t  t o  r e c l a im  co n t ro l  b y  m an i pu l a t i ng  o r  p un i sh in g  h i s  

o r  h e r  p a r t ne r  (Ro dr i gu ez  e t  a l . ,  2 01 5 ) .  

T h e  no n co ns ens u a l  s h a r in g  o f  nu d e  pho to g rap hs  by  a  p e r so n  s eek in g  

v eng ean ce  ag a ins t  an  ex - i n t i m at e  p a r tn e r  m ay  a l s o  b e  v i ew ed  as  a  s o r t  

o f  i n t im a t e  be t ray a l  wi t h  g r av e  r ami f i c a t i on s  f o r  t h e  su rv i vo r ’ s  l i f e .  

G i ven  th e  p r eced i ng  ex p l ana t i on  o f  b e t r ay a l  and  t ru s t ,  i t ' s  e as y  t o  s ee  

w h y  th e  m ajo r i t y  o f  t h e  s t ud y ' s  p a r t i c ip an t s  f e l t  d ece i v ed  and  h ad  t r us t  

i s s u es  a f t e r  b e i ng  v i c t imi zed .  

I t ' s  a l s o  c l ea r  w hy  s o  m an y  o f  t h e  su rv iv o rs  cho s e  th e  wo r d  “ f ea r”  t o  

ch a r ac t e r i z e  t h e i r  r ev eng e  p or n og r ap hy  ex p e r i en ce .  Th i s  d r ead  

p r im a r i l y  em er ges  f r om  e i t h e r  a  f e a r  o f  s t i gm at i za t io n  o r  a  f e a r  o f  r e -

v i c t i mi za t i on .  A cco r d i ng  to  B l oo m ( 20 1 4) ,  T FS V su r v ivo r s  a r e  a f r a id  

o f  b e i n g  i d en t i f i ed  an d  pu b l i c ly  c r i t i c i z ed  o n ce  t h e i r  n ak ed  

p h o to g r ap hs  a r e  p os t ed  o n l i n e .  In  add i t i o n ,  a cco rd i ng  t o  C ec i l  (2 01 4 ) ,  

m os t  T FS V s u rv iv or s  s t r i v e  to  h id e  them se lv e s  by  ch an g in g  th e i r  t ru e  

n am es  and  ad d re s s es ,  d e l e t in g  t h e i r  soc i a l  m ed i a  a cco un t s ,  and  q u i t t i n g  

em plo ym ent  i n  o r de r  t o  r edu ce  th e  chan ces  o f  b e in g  r e -v i c t imi zed .  

T h e r e  w e re  p a r t i c ipan t s  i n  t h i s  r es ea rch  wh o  c l a im ed  t ha t  t h ey  h ad  

s ig n i f i c an t  t r us t  i s su e s  wi th  l a t e r  l o ve  r e l a t i on sh ip s  fo r  f ea r  t h a t  w h a t  

h app en ed  to  t h em in  t h e  p as t  mi gh t  h ap p en  t o  t h em  ag a i n .   

Fo r  i n s t an ce ,  t h e r e  w as  a  p a r t i c ip an t  wh o  s a i d  t h a t  w h en  sh e  m et  wi t h  a  

n ew  in t im at e  p a r t ne r  du r i ng  a  n i ce  and  ro man t i c  m om en t ,  t h e r e  was  a  
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s l i g h t  co nf l i c t  b e t ween  t hem b ecaus e  sh e  w as  a f r a i d  t h a t  h e  mi gh t  

r e co rd  t h e i r  m om ent  t og e t h er  wi t ho u t  h e r  co ns en t :  

Wh en  I  m et  w i th  a  n ew  b oy  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e ,  w e  m e t  a t  h i s  

h o us e .  He  p u t  o n  so m e  m us i c  on  h i s  co mp ut e r  and  I  t o l d  h im  ‘ I t ’ s  

o k ay  i f  y ou  w an t  t o  p u t  on  m us i c .  I  j u s t  wan t  y ou  t o  t u rn  th e  

s c r een  t h e  o th e r  w ay . ’  H e  lo ok ed  a t  me  and  l au gh ed .  An d  I  t o ld  

h im  I  w as  s e r io us ;  ‘ d o  yo u  s ee  m e  l aug h i ng ? ’  A nd  h e  to ld  m e  

‘ o k ay ,  r e l ax . ’  ( Mel in a ,  1 9  y ea rs  o ld )  

A n o t he r  p a r t i c ip an t  s t a t ed  th a t  s h e  w as  ev en  fo r ced  to  emig r a t e  b ecaus e  

s h e  th ou gh t  t h a t  i n  an y  p a r t  o f  t h i s  coun t ry  ev e ry on e  w ou ld  kn ow  h ow  

s h e  lo ok s  nak ed .  

I  ev en  mo v ed  t o  ano th e r  cou n t ry  wh en  th i s  h ap p en ed  t o  me .  T h a t  

i s ,  I  had  p an ic  a t t ack s  to  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  I  d id  n o t  w an t  t o  l e ave  m y  

h o us e  a t  a l l .  I  t ho ug h t  t ha t  any on e  w ho  kn ew m e  wo u ld  do  t h e  

s ame  t o  me .  I  h ad  reach ed  a  po in t  wh er e  I  ev en  s to pp ed  sen d i ng  

m y  CV  fo r  j o b  app l i c a t io ns  b ecau s e  I  t h o ug h t  t h a t  e ach  o f  t h e  

r e c r u i t e r s  kn ew wha t  h ad  happ en ed  t o  m e .  ( Ι oa nna ,  29  y ea rs  o ld )  

H o w ev e r ,  on  th e  o th e r  h and ,  t h e re  w ere  tw o  p a r t i c i p an t s  i n  t h i s  

r e s ea r ch  w ho  s t a t ed  t h a t  t h e  n on - co nsen su a l  d i s t r i b u t i on  o f  t he i r  s exu a l  

m at e r i a l  d id  n o t  a f fec t  t h em i n  t e r ms  o f  con f i d en ce ,  s in ce  th ey  s t i l l  

co ns id e r ed  th ems e lv e s  v e ry  cau t i ou s  an d  su sp i c io us ,  a s  t h ey  po in t ed  

o u t :  

I  h av e  a lw ays  b een  su sp i c io us ,  s cep t i ca l .  I  do  no t  t ru s t  o th e r  

p eop l e  e as i ly ,  a l t ho u gh  I  am  so c i a l  and  ex t r o ve r t ed .  (A na s ta s ia ,  

3 9  y ea rs  o ld )  

I  d o  n o t  t ru s t  o t h e r s  e as i ly  an yw ay .  (Κ οs t as ,  3 1  y ea rs  o ld )  

O n  t he  o th e r  h an d ,  s om e  s t a t ed  th a t  TFS V a s  a  p h en om eno n  a f f ec t ed  t h e  

t r us t  t hey  sh o w ed  in  o th e r  p eo p l e ,  bu t  t h e  im p ac t  on  t ru s t  w as  s ho r t -
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t e rm  w h en  t h ey  r ece i v ed  th e  ap pr op r i a t e  s up po r t  an d  gu i dan ce  f r om  a  

m en t a l  h ea l th  p ro f es s i on a l .  

Fo r tu n a t e l y ,  I  h av e  a  g oo d  ps y ch o l og i s t ,  an d  h e  ha s  t o l d  m e  th a t  

w h a t  I  am  g o i ng  th r o ug h  no w  i s  ex i s t en t i a l ,  t h a t  I  am  s t a r t i n g  t o  

s ee  th a t  t h i s  i s  ho w th e  w o r l d  i s .  (Εv a ,  2 8  yea rs  o ld )  

I t ’ s  im po r t an t  t o  h ig h l ig h t  t h a t  t h e  du ra t i on  an d  in t r i c acy  o f  t ru s t  

i s s u es  i n  i nd i v i du a l s  wh o  h av e  exp e r i en ced  t r aum a a r e  i n f l u en ced  b y  a  

r an g e  o f  e l em en t s .  R esea r ch  co nd u c t ed  wi t h i n  t h e  f i e ld  o f  t r aum a 

p sy cho lo gy  in d i ca t e s  t ha t  f a c t o r s  su ch  a s  t h e  n a t u r e  an d  sev e r i t y  o f  t h e  

t r au m at i c  ev en t ,  v a r i a t i o ns  i n  i nd i v i dua l  co p in g  m ech an i sm s ,  t he  

p r e s en ce  o f  con cu r r en t  m en t a l  h ea l t h  co nd i t i on s ,  an d  t h e  e f f ec t i v en ess  

o f  t he r ap eu t i c  i n t e rv en t i on s  can  co l l e c t iv e l y  imp ac t  t h e  sp eed  o f  

r e co ve r y  ( Fo a  e t  a l . ,  2 00 8 ;  C lo i t r e  e t  a l . ,  2 01 1 ) .  Fu r t h e rm o re ,  t h e  l ev e l  

o f  s o c i a l  s up po r t  av a i l ab l e  an d  th e  q ua l i t y  o f  t h e r ap eu t i c  t e ch n iq u es ,  

i n c lu d i ng  ev i d en ce - b as ed  mo d a l i t i e s ,  l i k e  cog n i t i v e -b eh av io u ra l  

t h e r apy  (CB T)  o r  ey e  m ov em ent  d es ens i t i z a t io n  and  r ep roce s s in g  

( E M DR ) ,  h av e  b een  id en t i f i ed  a s  s ig n i f i c an t  f a c t o r s  ( Ho fm ann  e t  a l . ,  

2 0 12 ;  B i s s on  e t  a l . ,  2 01 3) .  I t ' s  im p e r a t i v e  t o  a ckn ow l ed g e  th a t  t h e  

p r o cess  o f  r ebu i l d in g  t ru s t  i s  i n t r i ca t e  and  p e r so na l i z ed ,  w i t h  so me  

s u rv iv or s  exp e r i enc i ng  rap i d  p ro gr e s s  an d  o t h er s  r equ i r i ng  m o re  t im e  

an d  on go in g  a s s i s t an ce  (H e rm an ,  1 99 2) .  

 

-  B ody  sh am e and  los s  o f  cont ro l  

A p ar t  f r om  emb a r ra s sm en t ,  f e a r ,  r ag e ,  wo r ry  fo r  p e r s on a l /p hy s i ca l  

s a f e t y ,  an d  t h e  n eed  fo r  h yp e rv ig i l an ce ,  t en  pa r t i c i pan t s  ( 3 6 %)  a l so  
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r ep o r t ed  s i gn i f i c an t  d egr ee s  o f  bo dy  sh am e an d  lo s s  o f  co n t r o l  

f o l lo wi ng  t h e i r  v i c t i mi za t i on .  

Fo r  a l l  t h es e  t en  p a r t i c ip an t s ,  t h e  w ord s  “ sh am e , ”  “po w er l es s , ”  

“ i so l a t ed , ”  an d  “h e l p l es s ”  a r e  s t ro ng ly  con n ec t ed  wi t h  t h e  in c i d en t  o f  

T FS V.  T wo  o f  t h em  ch a r ac t e r i s t i c a l ly  de s c r ib ed  ho w f in d i ng  o u t  t h a t  

t h e i r  nu d e  ph o to s / v i d eo s  h ad  b een  re l ea s ed  on l in e  m ad e  th em f ee l  

a s h am ed  o f  t h e i r  bo d i e s  and  p ow er l e s s  t o  p ro t ec t  t h ems e l v es  f r om  

h a rm :  

S i n ce  h e  sh a r ed  my  p ho ne  n um b er ,  t en  d i f f e ren t  p e r s on s  h av e  

b egu n  t ex t in g  m e  on  m y  ph on e .  I  d es p i s ed  th e  fac t  t h a t  ev e r yo n e  

co u l d  s ee  h o w I  l o ok ed  n ak ed ,  b u t ,  s t i l l  n o w,  a f t e r  t h r ee  yea r s ,  I  

c an no t  do  any th in g  to  s to p  i t .  ( Gly ker i a ,  2 1  y ea rs  o ld )  

A  s t r an g er  fo un d  me  on  Faceb oo k  and  ex p r es s ed  h i s  ad mi r a t i on  

f o r  my  n ud e  f ig u r e .  My  fu l l  n am e w as  a l so  s ha r ed  by  my  ex ,  so  h e  

k n ew wh o  I  w as .  I t  w as  hum i l i a t i n g  t o  r e a l i s e  t h a t  s om eon e  e l s e  

h ad  com pl e t e  po w er  ov e r  my  l i f e .  (S on i a , 33  y ea rs  o l d )  

In d i v id u a l s  wh o  a re  f o rced  to  a c t  un wi l l i ng l y  f r eq u en t ly  s u f fe r  a  l o s s  

o f  co n t ro l  ov e r  t h e i r  l i v e s  (Sm i th  e t  a l . ,  2 00 2) .  F r az i e r  ( 20 0 3)  p r op os ed  

t h ree  ca t eg o r i es  o f  l o s s  o f  co n t ro l  b ased  o n  s ex u a l  a s s au l t  v i c t im s :  a )  

p a s t  l o s s  o f  con t ro l ,  wh ich  o ccu rs  d u r i n g  th e  s exu a l  a s s au l t ,  b )  cu r r en t  

l o s s  o f  co n t ro l ,  w h ich  r e f e r s  t o  un s a t i s f ac to r y  i n t e rv en t i on s  by  t h e  

p o l i c e  an d  men t a l  hea l t h  p ro f es s io n a l s ,  and  c )  fu tu r e  l o s s  o f  co n t ro l ,  

w h ich  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  i n ab i l i t y  t o  h ave  con t ro l  o v e r  r e -v i c t im iza t io n .  Al l  

o f  t he  a fo r em en t i on ed  ca t ego r i e s  o f  l o s i ng  co n t ro l  a r e  l i n k ed  t o  

s ig n i f i c an t  d eg r ees  o f  su f f e r in g  and  t r au m a ex p e r i en ced  a f t e r  b e in g  a  

s u rv iv or  o f  s ex u a l  a s s au l t  ( Wal s h  and  B r uce ,  20 11 ) .  
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A n ot he r  t h in g  th a t  i s  i n t e r es t in g  b as ed  o n  t h e  r ep o r t s  o f  t h e  

p a r t i c ip an t s  i n  t h e  co n t ex t  o f  t h e  f i nd in gs  o f  t he  cu r r en t  r e s ea r ch  i s  

t h a t  f ou r  s u r v i vo rs  ( 1 4 %)  r ep or t ed  h ow  a f t e r  t h e  n on - co ns ens u a l  

d i s t r i b u t i on  o f  t h e i r  s ex u a l  ma t e r i a l  t hey  b eg an  to  d ev e l op  a  po o r  s e l f -

i mag e  and ,  i n  p a r t i cu l a r ,  ho w  s uch  d i s t r i bu t io n  n eg a t iv e ly  a f fec t ed  ho w  

t h ey  v i ew  th e i r  b ody .  

A s  o n e  o f  t h em exp l a i n ed  ch a r ac t e r i s t i c a l l y :  

I  d o  n o t  k no w,  s ome  o f  m y  r e l a t i v e s  l oo k  a t  m e  wi t h  d i s gu s t  an d  I  

o f t en  lo ok  a t  my s e l f  wi th  d i sg us t  i n  t he  mi r ro r  w h en  I  am n ak ed  

b ecaus e  I  r em emb er  w ha t  h ap p en ed .  (Em m a ,  25  y ea rs  o ld )  

M o r eo v er ,  a lo ng  w i t h  th e  f i n d in gs  wh ich  s ug g es t  l o s s  o f  co n t ro l  am on g  

t h e  sex ua l  a s s au l t  su r v i vo rs ,  r e s ea r ch  o n  abu s ed  w om en  a l so  i nd i ca t e s  

t h a t  abu s e  can  b e  co ns id e r ed  a  t r aum at i c  ex p e r i en ce  w hi ch  can  s h ap e  

v i c t i ms ’  d eg r ee  o f  co n t ro l  ov e r  t h e i r  ow n  l i v es  ( Co k er  e t  a l . ,  2 00 0 ) .  

 

•  C yb ers t a lk ing  and  i t s  e f f ec t s  on  su rv i vo rs  

 

T h e  r e su l t s  o f  t h e  cu r r en t  s t ud y  po i n t  t o  a  c lo se  r e l a t i on sh i p  b e t w een  

T FS V an d  cyb e rs t a l k i ng .  Th e  t e rm “cyb e r - s t a lk in g ”  i s  u s ed  t o  d es c r i be  

s t a lk in g  t h a t  t ak e s  p l ace  i n  an  on l in e  se t t i n g  and  i s  eq u i va l en t  t o  

t r ad i t i on a l  t yp es  o f  s t a l k i ng  in  t h a t  i t  co mbi n es  p e r s i s t en t  b eh av i ou r s  

t h a t  i n s t i l  d r ead  and  t e r ro r  ( Sp i t zb e rg  an d  H oo b l e r ,  2 00 2) .  Wh en  a  

w o man  l eav es  o r  mak es  an  e f fo r t  t o  l eav e  a  v io l en t  b oy f r i end ,  s t a l k in g  

a l on e  h as  i nd eed  b een  es t ab l i sh ed  a s  a  r i sk  f ac t o r  f o r  p hy s i ca l  

v io l en ce ,  i nc lu d i ng  p hys i ca l  abu se  an d  mu r de r  (Ru ss e l l  e t .  a l . ,  1 99 9 ) .  

P a r t i c ip an t s  i n  t h i s  s t ud y  wh o  w e r e  su r v iv or s  o f  T FS V c l a im ed  th a t  
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t h ey  ex pe r i en ced  cy b e rs t a lk i ng  b y  un id en t i f i ed  In t e rn e t  u s e r s  

co n cu r r en t  wi t h  t h e  n on co ns ens u a l  sh ar i ng  o f  t h e i r  p e r s ona l  

i n fo rm at io n .  

P a r t i cu l a r l y ,  t h e  6 4%  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p an t s  ( n=18  o u t  o f  2 8 )  d es c r i b ed  

h o w cyb e rs t a lk in g  a l t e r ed  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i v es  a f t e r  t he  o f f end e r  ex po sed  

s exu a l ly  ex p l i c i t  co n t en t  on l i ne  wi t hou t  t h e i r  con s en t .   Su r v i vo rs  o f  

T FS V m en t i on ed  a  g r ea t  v a r i e ty  o f  psy cho so m at i c  and  men t a l  h ea l t h  

i s s u es  t h ey  exp e r i en ced  a s  a  r e su l t  o f  cy b e rs t a l k i ng .  Th e  3 6 % o f  

p a r t i c ip an t s  (n =10  o u t  o f  2 8 )  ex p e r i enced  s l e ep  p ro b l ems  and  a  l a ck  o f  

t r us t  i n  o th e r  p eo p le ,  a f t e r  t h ey  h ad  b een  cy b er s t a l k ed .  As  so m e o f  

t h em exp l a in ed :  

R ece i v in g  o f fens ive  m ess ag es  f r om  s t r an g er s  h as  b eco m e a  

n ig h tm ar e  f o r  m e .  S om eo n e  po s t ed  imag es  and  my  p e r so na l  d a t a ,  

i n c lu d i ng  m y  nam e an d  ag e ,  o n  a  w ebs i t e .  I  imm edi a t e l y  e r a s ed  

a l l  o f  m y  Faceb oo k  and  o th e r  i n t e r n e t  a cco un t s  wi th  my  l a s t  nam e 

a f t e r  l e a r n in g  o f  t h i s .  A nd  o u t  o f  d r ead ,  I  e ra s ed  a l l  o f  my  s o c i a l  

m ed i a  a ccou n t s .  S om e  s t r ang e rs  a r e  s o  o bs es s ed  w i th  m e .  T h ey  

r ep ea t ed ly  u p l o ad  m y  im ag es  wh i l e  r eq u es t in g  f u r th e r  i n fo r ma t i on  

ab ou t  m e ,  su ch  a s  m y  ho me  ad d r es s .  I ’ m  t e r r i f i ed  ev e ry  t i me  t h i s  

o ccu rs  b ecau s e  I  wo r r y  t h a t  t h ey  wi l l  d i s cov e r  w he r e  I  l i v e .  

( Gl yk er i a ,  2 1  yea rs  o ld )  

I t ' s  n o t  on ly  th a t  he  pu b l i sh ed  my  con t en t  wi th ou t  m y  p er mi s s io n .  

T h e  p ro b l em  i s  t h a t ,  fo l lo wi ng  t h a t ,  t ho us and s  o f  s t r ang e rs  b eg an  

s t a lk in g  a l l  o f  m y  o n l in e  ac t iv i ty .  In  o th e r  w o rds ,  I  d id n ’ t  t h in k  i t  

w as  p o r no g r ap hy ;  i n s t ead ,  I  t ho ug h t  I  w as  b e i ng  h a r as s ed  a t  t h e  

t im e ,  h umi l i a t ed ,  an d  th a t  ev e r yo ne  was  l oo k in g  a t  m y  n ak ed  

b o dy  w i th ou t  m y  pe r mi s s i on .  Al l  o f  t h i s  h ad  a  t e r r ib l e  im p ac t  on  

m y  men t a l  h ea l th .  I  ev en  reca l l  so me  in d i v i du a l s  l e av i ng  m o ck i ng  

co mm en t s  abo u t  m e  in  In s t ag r am  s t o r i e s  t ha t  t h ey  h ad  up l o ad ed .  

A l l  o f  t h i s  im p a i r ed  m y  ab i l i t y  t o  fu nc t i on ;  I  w as  un ab l e  t o  re ad ,  

w o r k ,  o r  go  fo r  a  wa l k .  M y t ho ug h t s  we r e  co n t in uo us l y  f ocu s ed  

o n  w h a t  t h ey  wo u l d  u p lo ad  n ex t  ab ou t  m e .  Th ey  wo u l d  pub l i c l y  

h um i l i a t e  m e  in  y e t  ano th e r  w ay .  ( Nik i ,  32  y ea rs  o ld )  
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O n e  p a r t i c ip an t  s a id  t h a t  sh e  an d  h er  b r o t he r  b o t h  go t  i nap p ro p r i a t e  

m ess ag es  f ro m s t r an g e rs  as  a  r esu l t  o f  t h e  n on - co ns ens u a l  p os t in g  o f  

t h e  sex ua l  con t en t .  

T h ey  wo u l d  an on ym ou s l y  s end  m y  b ro th e r  my  p i c tu r es  an d  t e l l  

h im  ‘ Lo ok  a t  w h a t  y o ur  wh or e  s i s t e r  i s  d o i ng . ’  Th ey  s t a r t ed  

ca l l i n g  m e  o n  my  ph o ne  i n  p r iv a t e  an d  ca l l i ng  m e  a  b i t ch  an d  

s ay i ng  th in gs  l i k e  ‘ I  w an t  t o  f u ck  y ou . ’  ‘ Yo u  h av e  a  go rgeo us  

a s s , ’  a  g i r l  on ce  w ro t e  i n  a  m es s ag e  to  m e  on  Ins t ag r am .  

( Sp i r idou la ,  25  y ea rs  o ld )  

T h e  m os t  i n t r i g u i ng  asp ec t  o f  t h e  s u rv iv o rs ’  a cco un t s  i n  t h i s  r es ea rch  i s  

h o w,  i n  s i t u a t io ns  w h e r e  t he r e  w as  i n i t i a l l y  o n l y  o ne  p er p e t r a t o r — th e  

p e r so n  wh o  s h a red  th e  ma t e r i a l — th e  n um b er  o f  p e rp e t r a t o r s  i n c r eas ed ,  

a s  so m e rep ea t ed l y  s h a red  t h e  m at e r i a l  o n l i n e ,  s en t  t h e  v i c t ims  

t h rea t en i ng  m es sages ,  an d  i n  s om e cas e s  ev en  b eg an  to  h a r a s s  t h em i n  

p e r so n .  Th r ee  v i c t i ms  d e s c r ib ed  h ow t h e  p e rp e t r a t o r s  s wi t ch ed  f r om 

o n l in e  to  o f f l i n e  s t a l k in g .  As  o n e  o f  t h em cha r ac t e r i s t i c a l ly  d es c r i b ed :  

I  i n i t i a l l y  b e l i ev ed  t h a t  w h a t  I  w as  go in g  th r ou gh  w as  

p sy cho lo g i ca l  abu se  b e fo r e  r e a l i z in g  i t  was  s t a l k i ng .  S t r an g e rs  

w o u l d  s t i l l  pa s s  b y  m e  o n  t h e  s t r e e t  w hen  I  w en t  t o  t h e  b each  i n  

t h e  sum m er  an d  th ey  wo u l d  t e l l  me  t h a t  m y  ex  w an t ed  to  k i l l  m e  

o r  b u rn  m e  on  f i r e ,  b u t  i t  w as  o k ay  b ecau s e  I  w as  a  w ho re .  

( So n ia ,  32  y ea rs  o ld )  

T o  s umm ar i z e ,  t h e  r e s ea r ch  f in d in gs  un d e rs co r e  t he  s ub s t an t i a l  

n eg a t i v e  imp ac t  o f  n o n - con s ens u a l  d i s t r i bu t io n  o f  s ex ua l  m at e r i a l  

o n l in e  on  s u rv iv or s '  m en t a l  w e l l -b e i ng .  N ear ly  a l l  su r v i vor s  (9 6% ,  27  

o u t  o f  2 8 )  r ep or t ed  s i gn i f i c an t  m en t a l  h ea l th  r ep e r cu ss i ons ,  i n c l ud i n g  

an x i e t y ,  p ho b i as ,  s l e ep  d i s t u rb an ces ,  ea t i ng  d i s o r d e rs ,  and  ev en  

s u i c i d a l  t h ou gh t s .  A d d i t i o na l l y ,  5 0%  o f  p a r t i c ip an t s  ex pe r i en ced  bo dy  

s h am e,  l o s s  o f  co n t r o l ,  h umi l i a t i on ,  anx i e ty ,  and  a  n eed  fo r  
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h y pe r v i g i l an ce ,  wi th  t w o  i nd iv i du a l s  dev e lo p in g  ea t in g  d i s o rd e rs  

s ho r t ly  a f t e r  t h e  i nc i d en t .  

N o tab l y ,  t h e r e  w e re  in s t an ces  o f  r e s i l i en ce ,  w h er e  s u rv i vo r s  r e ce iv ed  

s up po r t  f rom  f r i en ds ,  f am i ly ,  o r  p ro f es s io n a l s ,  o r  po ss es sed  s t r on g  

s e l f - l o ve  an d  bo und a r y -s e t t i n g  sk i l l s .  N ev er th e l e s s ,  t h e  m aj o r i t y  o f  

p a r t i c ip an t s  (9 3 %)  r ep o r t ed  en du r i ng  t r u s t  i s su es  p os t - v i c t imi za t io n ,  

ch a r ac t e r i z ed  b y  f ee l i ng s  o f  b e t r ay a l ,  h e lp l e s s n ess ,  i s o l a t i on ,  and  fea r .  

Fu r th e rm o re ,  36 %  o f  s u rv i vo r s  g r app led  wi t h  bo dy  s h ame  and  l os s  o f  

co n t ro l ,  i n  ad d i t i o n  to  t he  em ot i on s  men t io n ed  ea r l i e r .  S ig n i f i c an t l y ,  

1 4 % o f  p a r t i c i pan t s  r epo r t ed  a  n eg a t ive  imp ac t  on  th e i r  s e l f - im ag e ,  

p a r t i cu l a r l y  con ce rn in g  th e i r  b od i e s .  

C yb e rs t a lk in g  em erg ed  a s  a  s i gn i f i can t  con s eq u en ce ,  d i s rup t i ng  th e  

l i v es  o f  6 4 % of  p a r t i c ip an t s  (1 8  ou t  o f  2 8 ) .  S u rv iv or s  expe r i en ced  

v a r i ou s  ps y ch os oma t i c  an d  men t a l  h ea l th  i s su e s  du e  to  cyb e r s t a l k in g ,  

i n c lu d i ng  s l e ep  d i s t u rb an ces  and  a  p e rv a s i ve  l a ck  o f  t ru s t  i n  o th e r s .  

Im p o r t an t l y ,  t h e  r es ea r ch  r ev ea l ed  s i t u a t io ns  wh e r e  a  s i ng l e  p e r p e t r a t o r  

t u rn ed  i n t o  m ul t ip l e  p e rp e t r a t o r s  w ho  en g ag ed  i n  bo th  o n l in e  and  

o f f l i n e  h a r as sm en t ,  i n t ens i f y i ng  t he  s u r v iv or ’ s  d i s t r e s s .  

 

Experiences  of  TFSV Survivors  wi th  Pol ice  in Greece  

T h e  d i s cu ss i on  t ha t  f o l l o ws  f o cu s es  on  s i gn i f i c an t  s eg m en t s  o f  

s u rv iv or s ’  r ep o r t s  o f  i nc id en t s  o f  T FSV  su bmi t t ed  to  t h e  p o l i c e .  T wo  

m aj o r  su b th em es  em erg ed  f ro m th e  d a t a  o f  t h e  cu r r en t  s tu d y .  T h e  f i r s t  

co n cer ns  s u rv i vo r s  w h o  e i th e r  w e r e  h es i t an t  t o  c a l l  t h e  po l i c e  a f t e r  
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ex p e r i en c i ng  T FS V o r  d i d  no t  r ep or t  t h e i r  c as e  to  t h e  po l i c e  a t  a l l  

( 2 5 %) .  T he  s econ d  s ub th em e  re f e r s  t o  t h e  m any  d i f f i cu l t i e s  t he  

s u rv iv or s  f a ce  a s  r eg a r ds  t h e  p o l i c e ’ s  i n vo lv em en t  w h en  t h ey  r epo r t ed  

t h e i r  c as e  (7 5% ) .   

I t  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  no t e  a t  t h i s  po i n t  t ha t  ou t  o f  t h e  tw en ty - e ig h t  

p a r t i c ip an t s  i n  t h i s  s t ud y ,  t w en t y -o n e  ( 7 5 %)  ch os e  to  c a l l  t h e  p o l i c e  i n  

o r d e r  t o  r e ce i ve  o f f i c i a l  a s s i s t an ce  f o r  t h e i r  v i c t im iza t io n ,  wh i l e  s ev en  

( 2 5 %)  d ec i d ed  n o t  t o  do  s o  a t  a l l .  Wha t  i s  e q u a l l y  imp o r t an t  b as ed  on  

t h e  r es u l t s  o f  t h i s  r e s ea r ch  i s  t h a t  ou t  o f  t he  t w en ty -o n e  pa r t i c i p an t s  

w h o  r ep o r t ed  t h e i r  i n c id en t  t o  t h e  po l i c e ,  n on e  s t a t ed  th a t  t h ey  h ad  

p os i t i v e  exp e r i en ces  f rom  t h e i r  i n t e r ac t io n  wi t h  th e  l aw  an d  th e  

au th or i t i e s  and  f r om  t he  t r e a tm en t  t h ey  r ece iv ed  f ro m t h e  p o l i c e .   

In  o r d er  t o  p r ov id e  so m e con t ex t  f o r  t h e  s ev en  p a r t i c ip an t s ’  dec i s i on  

n o t  t o  co n t ac t  an d /o r  r ep or t  t h e i r  c a se  to  t he  p o l i c e ,  i t  i s  h e lp fu l  t o  

f i r s t  i nv es t i g a t e  t he  su r v iv o rs ’  exp ec ta t i on s  w h en  i t  comes  t o  

a s s i s t an ce  s eek i ng  an d  to  w h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  cou ld  ach i ev e .  

A cco rd in g  t o  t h e  s ev en  p a r t i c i p an t s  i n  t h i s  s tu dy ,  t h e  r e aso ns  t h ey  

d ec id ed  ag a ins t  go in g  to  t he  p o l i c e  wer e  t h a t  t h ey  e i th e r  b e l i ev ed  th e r e  

w o u l d  be  n o  ou t com e ,  l a ck ed  t ru s t ,  o r  d i d  no t  w an t  t o  r e l a t e  t h e i r  

ex p e r i en ces  t o  anyb o dy  e l s e  ag a i n .  T he  m ain  r ea s o ns  wh y  su r v i vo rs  

w h o  to ok  p a r t  i n  t h i s  r es ea r ch  ch os e  no t  t o  f i l e  a  r epo r t  w e r e  m ai n l y  

r e l a t ed  t o  a  l a ck  o f  con f i d en ce  in  t h e  au th or i t i e s ’  ab i l i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  

t h e  f e a r  o f  b e in g  fu r t he r  s t i g ma t i zed .  

T h e  f o l l o win g  a r e  a  f ew ex am pl es  o f  wh a t  som e  o f  t h em ex p l a i n ed :  
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I  n ev e r  h ad  an y  i n t en t io n  o f  r ep o r t i ng  th i s  t o  t he  p o l i c e  s i n ce ,  

co ns id e r i ng  th a t  I  l i v e  i n  a  v i l l ag e ,  n o t  o n l y  wo u l d  I  no t  r e ce iv e  

an y  a s s i s t ance  f r om  t he  l o ca l  po l i c e  s t a t i on s ,  b u t  i t  w ou l d  a l so  

m ak e  t h e  ma t t e r  wor s e .  No  co n f id en t i a l i t y  ex i s t s .  T h e  en t i r e  

co mmu ni ty  w ou ld  be  in fo r med  on ce  I  co mp la in ed  t o  t h e  loca l  

p o l i c e  s t a t i on .  (S t e l la ,  45  y ea rs  o ld )  

I  d i d  no t  co n t ac t  t he  po l i c e .  I  be l i ev e  t h a t  I  w o u ld  co n t i nu e  t o  

k eep  th i nk in g  o f  a  s i t u a t io n  th a t  I  w as  a t t em pt i ng  t o  es cap e .  

T h es e  t h in gs  a r e  n o t  s o l ved  ov e r n ig h t  w i t h  a  com pl a i n t .  

A d d i t i o na l l y ,  t h e  ph o t o ' s  d i s s emi n a t i on  w as  u nd e r  con t r o l .  I t  

w as n ' t  t h a t  wi d es p read .  P e r haps  i f  I  h ad  co mpl a in ed ,  i t  wo u l d  

h av e  g ro wn  i n  m agn i t ud e .  ( Ch r i s t i ana ,  3 4  yea rs  o ld )  

R el ev an t  f i nd i ng s  f r o m r es ea r ch  o n  s ex u a l  a s s au l t  s u rv i vo r s  sh ow  t h a t  

m any  o f  t h em  ex p er i en ce  s h am e and  ch o os e  no t  t o  r epo r t  t h e  i n c id en t  t o  

t h e  po l i c e .  Fo r  ex am pl e ,  s u rv i v or s  o f  r ap e  f r equ en t l y  ch ar ac t e r i z e  t h e i r  

ex p e r i en ces  as  d emean in g  an d  hu mi l i a t i n g  ( An d er so n  and  D oh e r t y ,  

2 0 08 ;  Ul lm an ,  1 996 ) ,  and  t he s e  f ee l i ng s  can  s ig n i f i c an t ly  d i s cou r ag e  

t h em f r om r epo r t i ng  t h e  c r im es  comm i t t ed  ag a i ns t  t hem to  t h e  po l i c e  

( G r eenb e rg  an d  R ub ack ,  1 99 2 ) .  

A cco rd in g  t o  t h e  f i n d i ng s  o f  t h e  cu r r en t  r es ea r ch ,  ano th er  r e as on  t h a t  

s eem s  to  h ave  p r even t ed  a  s u rv i vo r  (ou t  o f  s ev en  wh o  d id  no t  f i l e  a  

r ep o r t )  f ro m co n t ac t in g  t h e  au th o r i t i e s  w as  t h e  su rv iv o r ’ s  r e l a t i o ns h i p  

w i t h  th e  abu s er .  In  p a r t i cu l a r ,  on e  o f  t h e  p a r t i c ip an t s  m en t io ned  th a t  

s h e  d i d  no t  w an t  t o  f i l e  a  com pl a i n t  wi th  t h e  au t ho r i t i e s  b ecaus e  th e  

p eop l e  wh o  r e l eas ed  he r  p ho tos  wi t hou t  h e r  co ns en t  w e r e  h e r  f r i en ds .  

Α s  s he  ex p l a i n ed :  

I  b e l i ev e  t h e  r eas on  I  d i dn ' t  w an t  t o  ca l l  t h e  po l i c e  w as  becau se  

t h e  p eo p l e  wh o  h a rm ed  m e  we r e  my  f r i end s .  I ’ v e  kn ow n th em 

s in ce  th ey  w e re  y ou n g  k id s ,  s o  I  cou ld n ' t  h av e  im ag in ed  t h a t  on e  

d ay  I ' d  f i n d  my se l f  a ccus i ng  t h em in  a  cou r t r oo m.  I  d id n ' t  wan t  t o  

f a ce  ev e r yo ne  an d  g o  th r ou gh  th e  p r oce s s  o f  ad d r es s in g  t h i s .  I  



146 
 

b e l i ev e  i t  wo u ld n ' t  b e  s imp l e .  I t  wo u l d  b e  ca t a s t ro ph i c .  I t  w ou ld  

j us t  m ak e  m e  fee l  w o rs e  ab ou t  m ys e l f .  Fo r  s u r e .  I  mi gh t  h av e  

s ob b ed  an d  g en e r a l l y  b een  u nab l e  t o  t a l k ,  an d  I  w ou l d  no t  h av e  

l i k ed  an y  o f  t h i s ;  t h e  p r o ce ss  wo u ld  hav e  a f f ec t ed  me  

p sy cho lo g i ca l l y .  (Κ o rn i l ia ,  22  y ears  o ld )  

T h e  r e su l t s  o f  t h i s  s tu dy  a l s o  in d i ca t e  t h a t  t h e  s u r v i vo rs ’  ag e  (a t  t h e  

t im e  o f  t h e  in c i d en t )  m ay  h av e  been  a  s ig n i f i c an t  f a c t o r  i n  t h e i r  

d ec i s i on  n o t  t o  co n t ac t  t h e  au th o r i t i e s .  A f t e r  a l l ,  a s  men t i on ed  i n  t h e  

ch ap t e r  abo v e ,  t h e  v a s t  m aj o r i t y  o f  t he  p a r t i c i p an t s  i n  t h i s  r es ea r ch  

w e r e  s t i l l  m i no r s  wh en  th e i r  s ex u a l  m at e r i a l  w as  r e l e a s ed  n o n -

co ns ens u a l l y .   

T w en ty - on e  p a r t i c ip an t s  (7 5 % )  i n  t h i s  r e s ea r ch  wh o  r epor t ed  g o i ng  t o  

t h e  po l i c e  fo r  h e l p  i nd ica t ed  th a t  t h ey  d ec id ed  t o  sp eak  t o  t h e  

au th or i t i e s  wh en  they  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  s i t ua t i on  h ad  e s ca l a t ed  and  t h e r e  was  

n o  o t h e r  s o l u t i on .  S ur v i vo rs  g en e ra l ly  co n t ac t ed  t h e  po l i c e  w h en  th e  

s i t u a t io n  h ad  s p i r a l l ed  ou t  o f  co n t ro l ,  an d  th e  s ex u a l  m ate r i a l  h ad  a l so  

b een  s en t  t o  f ami ly  m emb er s  o f  t h e  su r v iv or .  Fo r  mo r e  than  t wo  y ea rs ,  

t w o- th i r ds  o f  p a r t i c i p an t s  r epo r t ed  see i ng  t he i r  s exu a l  con t en t  o n l in e  

o n  v a r i ous  w ebs i t es  an d  so c i a l  m ed i a .  

T h i s  i n d i ca t es  t ha t  m any  s u r v i vo rs  w ere  in  a  de sp e r a t e  s i t u a t io n  w h en  

t h ey  r equ es t ed  fo r  s up po r t :   

We l l ,  a s  l on g  a s  i t ’ s  m e ,  i t ’ s  a l r i g h t .  I ’ l l  s imp ly  accep t  i t .  Wh en  

t h ey  s t a r t ed  h a r a s s in g  my  ch i ld ,  s en d in g  h i m m y nu d e  p i c t u r e s ,  I  

s a id :  ‘T h i s  ha s  go t  t o  end . ’  ( Ma ri a ,  3 5  y ea rs  o ld ) .  

T hi s  su gg es t s  t ha t  m any  s u r v i vo rs  h ad  r each ed  a  p o i n t  o f  d e sp a i r  b y  th e  

t im e  th ey  as k ed  f o r  h e l p .  
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H o w ev e r ,  ev en  w hen  s u rv iv or s  o f  T FSV  app ro ach ed  th e  au th o r i t i e s ,  i t  

i s  no tab l e  t h a t  a l l  2 1  p a r t i c i p an t s  i n  t h i s  s t ud y  ( 75 % )  r ep o r t ed  t h a t  

t h e i r  exp e r i ence s  wi th  t h e  p o l i c e  w e r e  o n l y  n eg a t iv e .  M os t  s u rv i vo r s  

d e s c r ib ed  a  v a r i e t y  o f  d i sapp o i n t i ng  fo l l ow - up  ex pe r i en ces ,  wi th  t wo  

m ai n  comm on  s ub th em es  a r i s i ng :  i n adeq u a t e  po l i c e  su ppo r t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

v i c t i m - b l am in g  and  in app r op r i a t e  b ehav io u r .   

 

•  I nad equ a te  Po l i ce  Supp o r t  

T h e  f ac t  t h a t  t en  p a r t i c ip an t s  o u t  o f  twen ty -o n e  ( wh o  f i l ed  a  po l i c e  

r ep o r t )  i n  t h i s  s t udy  s t a t ed  t ha t  t h ey  had  h op ed  to  s eek  as s i s t an ce  an d  

j us t i c e  f rom  t h e  po l i c e  b u t  w e r e  un su cces s f u l  i n  a ccom pl i s h i ng  t h i s  l ed  

t o  t h e  f i r s t  s ub t h em e  r eg a rd i ng  t h e  i n t e r ac t i on  o f  t h e  p o l i c e  w i th  

s u rv iv or s  o f  T FS V.  A s  t h es e  p a r t i c ip an t s  ex p l a i ned :  

[ … ]  th e  p eop l e  i n  t h e  d ep ar tm en t  I  v i s i t ed  g av e  m e  ho p e  th a t  a  

s o l u t i on  wo u ld  b e  fo u nd .  Th a t  i t  t ake s  s om e  t im e —p er haps  ev en  

m any  mo nt hs — fo r  t h e  con t en t  t o  b e  rem ov ed  en t i r e l y  f rom  t he  

i n t e rn e t .  F in a l ly ,  t h ey  in f o r med  m e  t ha t  t h e r e  w as  no t h i ng  fu r t h e r  

t h ey  co u ld  d o .  I  m ean ,  I  f e e l  l i k e  I ’ v e  b een  l e f t  he lp l e s s .  T h ey  

f a i l ed  t o  a s s i s t  m e .  T he  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  w er e  es s en t i a l l y  u s e l es s  o r  

u n i n t e r es t ed ,  s o  w e  b as i ca l ly  d id  n o t h in g .  I  s t ro ng ly  b e l i ev e  t h a t .  

( Α na st as ia ,  28  y ears  o ld ) .  

T h e  po l i c e  d i d  no t  h e lp  m e  in  an y  w ay .  I  s a id  t o  t h e  cyb er c r im e  

p r os ecu t i on ,  ‘p l ea se  do  s om et h i ng ,  r em ov e  th e  v id eo’  and  t h ey  

r e f us ed ,  t h ey  s a i d  ‘n o . ’  I  w as  ask in g  th em ‘ Wh y ?  I s n ’ t  t h i s  

m at e r i a l  m in e? ’  ( Ι sm in i ,  2 7  yea rs  o ld )  

I  d i dn ’ t  g e t  an y  a i d ,  an d  I  s t i l l  d on ' t ,  an d  I  n ev er  wi l l .  A nd  yo u  

k n ow  w h at ?  I  r ea l i z e  t h a t ,  g en e r a l l y  sp eak i ng ,  an y  p e rv er t  m ay  

h av e  f r eed om and  th a t  t h e  no t io n  th a t  w e  w e re  t aug h t  t o  l i v e  by —

d o n’ t  a c t  b ad ly  b ecau s e  yo u ' l l  end  u p  i n  j a i l —is  u n t ru e .  E v e ry on e  

i s  f r e e  t o  do  wh a t ev e r  t h ey  l i k e ,  and  ju s t i c e  i s  u s e l es s .  Ev en  my  

a t t o rn ey  h as  i n f o r med  m e  th a t  t h e  p rosecu t io n  wi l l  no t  t ak e  u p  my  

ca s e  s i n ce  t h ey  h ave  f a r  mo r e  s ev e r e  i s su e s  t o  d ea l  w i th .  In  o th e r  
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w o r ds ,  m y  p ro b l em i s n ’ t  s e r io us  ev en  t ho ug h  th i s  p e r so n  h a s  b een  

t o r tu r i ng  m e  f o r  t he  p as t  t h ree  y ea rs  becau se  ev e r y  t im e  th e  

co n t en t  i s  p ub l i s hed ,  I  d i e ,  and  h e  won ’ t  l e t  m e  fo rg e t  i t .  ( Ev a ,  

2 8  y ea rs  o ld )  

A n ot he r  as pec t  o f  t h e  p o l i c e ’ s  p a s s iv i ty  r e l a t es  t o  co l l e c t in g  ev i d en ce .  

T w o p a r t i c i p an t s  co mm en t ed  o n  t h e  d i f f i cu l ty  i n  g a th e r i ng  p r oo f  t o  

s up po r t  t h e i r  c l a ims .  

I  r e ce i ved  no  s ub s t an t i a l  h e l p  f ro m the  po l i c e .  T h ey  s a i d  th a t  i n  

o r d e r  t o  h e lp  m e  they  n eed  t ang ib l e  ev i d en ce  and  t h e  l i k e .  Wh a t  

ev id ence  d o  I  h ave?  I ’ m  as k in g  f o r  he l p ,  wh a t  s ho u ld  I  do ?  

( Ι f i g en i a ,  2 4  y ea rs  o ld )  

Wh en  th e  im ag es  wen t  v i r a l ,  I  w en t  t o  t h e  po l i c e .  I  was  to l d  by  

t h e  po l i c e  t o  g a t he r  any  ev id en ce  I  have .  T hu s  I  a c t ed .  I  p l aced  

t h em on  a  s i ng l e  USB  d r i v e ,  i n c lu d i ng  h i s  t h r ea t s  an d  ou r  

d i s cuss io ns ,  bu t  t he  po l i c e  i n fo rm ed  m e  th a t  t h ey  wo u ld  n o t  b e  

u s ed  a s  ev i d en ce .  Th ey  s a i d  I  may  s t i l l  su bm i t  a  com pl a i n t  

ag a ins t  h i s  pe r so n  ev en  i f  h e  d en i es  r e s po ns ib i l i t y .  H o wev e r ,  t h ey  

s a id  th a t ,  i f  h e  c l a im s  t h a t  h e  d i dn ’ t  do  i t ,  t h ey  wi l l  b e  un ab l e  t o  

h o l d  h im  acco un t ab l e .  ( I oa nna ,  29  y ears  o ld )  

T w o  p a r t i c i p an t s  r eca l l ed  b e in g  to ld  tha t  t h e i r  ex p e r i en ces  w er en ’ t  

s ig n i f i c an t  eno ug h  t o  con s t i t u t e  a  c r imi n a l  o f fen ce .   

T h e  f i r s t  p a r t i c ip an t  s ays  t h a t  t h e  l o ca l  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  d i sco u r ag ed  h e r  

f r om  m ak in g  a  comp l a in t  b ecaus e  h e  wa r n ed  he r  t ha t  sh e  w o u l d  f ace  

co ns equ en ces  and  m o re  d i f f i cu l t i e s  i f  sh e  d id .  H e  on ly  in f o rm ed  h e r  

t h a t  h e  w ou l d  con tac t  t h e  o f f en d e r  t o  w a r n  h i m no t  t o  r ep ea t  t h e  

o f f ence .  As  t h e  p a r t i c ip an t  sp ec i f i c a l ly  ex p l a i ns :  

T h e  po l i c em an  t o l d  m e  t h a t  I  wo u ld  b e  h e l d  acco un t ab l e  becau se  I  

d id n ’ t  h av e  en ou gh  ev i d en ce  in  my  h an ds .  A nd  th en  h e  ca l l ed  my  

ex  an d  to l d  h im  ‘n o t  t o  cu r s e  a t  t he  g i r l  i n  pu b l i c  o n  Faceb o ok  o r  

u p l o ad  p i c tu r es  o f  h e r . ’  H e  t o l d  t h e  po l i c e  o f f i c e r  ‘o k ay ,  s i r , ’  

t h en  h e  d e l e t ed  my  p h o to s  f o r  h a l f  an  h o ur ,  and  t hen  up load ed  

t h em ag a i n .  ( Olym pi a ,  3 0  y ea rs  o ld )  
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Si mi l a r l y ,  t he  s econ d  p a r t i c i p an t  d es c r i bed  th a t  s h e  r ep or t ed  t o  t h e  

p o l i c e  t h a t  h e r  ex -p a r t n e r  h ad  p os t ed  p o rn og r aph i c  im ages  o f  h e r  on  

Faceb oo k .  Sh e  c l a im ed  t h e  po l i c e  t o l d  h e r  t h a t  t h e  im ag es  w er e  n o t  

“ im p ro p er  en ou gh ,”  and  t ha t  t h i s  a c t iv i t y  d id  n o t  co ns t i t u t e  a  c r im e .  

 

•  V i c t im  Blam i ng  and  In app rop r ia t e  Beh av i ou r   

T en  p a r t i c i p an t s  o u t  o f  t h e  t w en t y -o n e  w ho  f i l ed  a  po l i c e  r ep o r t  sp ok e  

n eg a t i v e l y  ab ou t  t he  po l i c e  b ecaus e  o f  t h e i r  i nac t iv i t y  ( s ee  abo v e) ,  

w h i l e  e l ev en  o f  t h em  (o u t  o f  21 )  com pl a i n ed  ab ou t  t h e  po l i c e  b ecaus e  

t h ey  b e l i ev ed  t h e i r  b eh av io ur  o r  ac t i ons  w er e  u nd ig n i f i ed .  

T h e  v i c t im -b l ami ng  r eac t io n ,  i n  wh i ch  v i c t i ms  w e r e  mad e  t o  f e e l  g u i l t y  

an d  to l d  th ey  sh ou ld  m od i f y  th e i r  a t t i t u d e ,  i s  t h e  s eco nd  s ub th em e  i n  

t h i s  co n t ex t .  S ev e ra l  s u r v i vo rs  r e ce ived  ad v i ce  to  q u i t  u s in g  so c i a l  

m ed i a  i n  o rd e r  t o  s t ay  aw ay  f r om  th e  o f f end e r ,  w h i l e  o the r s  c l a im ed  

t h ey  h ad  been  c r i t i c i z ed  b y  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  fo r  s en d i ng  nu d e  

p h o to g r ap hs  o r  mak in g  w ro ng  d ec i s i on s .  

T h e  w ay  t h e  cop s  t r e a t ed  m e  w as  t e r r ib l e .  I  b e l i ev ed  th a t  I  w as  

t h e  on e  w ho  co mmi t t ed  th e  c r im e  and  n o t  t he  m an  wh o  too k  

s om et h i ng  f r om  m e w i th ou t  m y  p e rmi s s io n .  I  t ho ug h t  t h a t  I  w as  

t o  b l am e  f o r  f i l i n g  a  com pl a i n t .  (E l en i ,  23  y ea rs  o ld )  

In  g en er a l ,  t h e  p o l i c em an  d id  n o t  t r ea t  m e  w el l  a t  a l l  and  a lm os t  

a t t empt ed  to  t h r ow  m e  o u t  b ecau se  i t  w as  my  f au l t .  H e  to ld  m e  

t h a t  I  s ho u l d  no t  h av e  s en t  su ch  r evea l i ng  p ho to s  an d  th a t  t h i s  i s  

u n e t h i ca l  and  d ange r o us .  H e  w as  a l s o  r ac i s t  becaus e  h e  to ld  m e  

‘ y ou  g o t  i n vo lv ed  w i t h  an  Al b an i an ,  w h a t  d id  y ou  ex p ec t ?  We  

can ' t  d o  an y t h i ng  ab o u t  yo u . ’  ( An as t as ia ,2 9  y ea rs  o ld ) .  

Si mi l a r l y ,  r e s ea r ch  o n  s exu a l  v io l en ce  su r v i vo rs  s ho w s  t ha t  p o l i c e  

co mmo nl y  r eac t  t o  ad u l t  r ap e  su r v i vo rs  b y  b l am in g  t h em  f o r  t h e  c r im e  
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an d  r e fu s i ng  to  b e l i ev e  t h e i r  n a r r a t iv es  ( s ee ,  fo r  ex am pl e ,  C am pb e l l ,  

2 0 08 ) .  Ad d i t i on a l ly ,  a ccor d i ng  t o  a  s tu d y  by  G r ees on  e t  a l .  (2 0 16 ) ,  

a l t ho ug h  n eg a t iv e  co mm en t s  h ad  an  adv e r s e  e f fec t  on  th e  em ot i on s  o f  

s exu a l  v io l en ce  su rv iv o rs   an d  m ad e  th em f ee l  h op e l e s s  ab o u t  t h e i r  

c a s e s ,  p os i t i v e  re spo ns e s  en co ur ag ed  d i s c lo su r e  t o  t he  p o l i c e  and  h ad  a  

b en e f i c i a l  im p ac t  on  s u rv iv or s ’  em ot i on s .  

H o w ev e r ,  t h e  f i nd in gs  o f  t he  cu r r en t  r e s ea r ch ,  ap ar t  f ro m v i c t im -

b l ami ng  b eh av i ou r s ,  a l so  p o in t  t o  t h e  re l u c t an ce  o f  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  t o  

p r ov e  o f  a s s i s t an ce .  S p ec i f i c a l l y ,  o n e  p a r t i c ip an t  s a i d  t h a t  a f t e r  h av i ng  

f i l ed  a  p o l i c e  com pl a i n t ,  h e r  fo o t ag e  w as  s t i l l  b e i ng  s h ared  o n  

p o rn og r aph i c  w ebs i t e s  a l on g  wi th  h e r  p e r so n a l  d e t a i l s ,  c au s i ng  h e r  t o  

g e t  ob s cen e  mess ages  f r om  d o zens  o f  r an do m p eo p l e  on  a  d a i ly  b a s i s .  

Wh en  sh e  ca l l ed  t he  po l i c e ,  t he  o f f i c e r  t o l d  h e r  t h a t  h e  had  m or e  

i mp or t an t  t h in gs  t o  h an d l e  and  t h a t  a l l  sh e  n eeded  to  d o  in  o r d e r  t o  

s to p  b e in g  d i s tu r b ed  by  s t r an g e rs  w as  t o  s t op  r e sp on d in g  t o  su ch  n as t y  

co mm en t s  and  d e l e t e  h e r  so c i a l  m ed i a  a ccou n t s .  

I t  d i dn ' t  m ak e  an y  s ens e  to  m e .  S in ce  ev e r yo ne  k n ew wh er e  I  

l i v ed ,  I  c a l l ed  t h e  p o l i c e  t o  as k  f o r  as s i s t an ce  becaus e  I  w as  

s t a r t i n g  to  wo r ry  ev en  abo u t  my  p hy s i ca l  i n t eg r i t y .  Th e  po l i c e  

o f f i c e r  on ly  g av e  me  th e  adv i ce  t o  s imp ly  d e l e t e  m y  so c i a l  m ed i a  

a cco un t s  and  s a i d  th a t  i t  w as  m y  r es pon s i b i l i t y  t o  ensu r e  t h a t  I  d o  

n o t  r e ad  su ch  messag es .  (Ol ym pa ,  30  y ea rs  o ld ) .  

T h e  mo s t  s t un n i ng  d e s c r ip t io n ,  h o w eve r ,  cam e f ro m a  w om an  wh o  s a i d  

t h a t  sh e  fe l t  s ex u a l l y  h a r a s s ed  by  th e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  a f t e r  h e  s aw  n ud e  

i mag es  o f  h e r  t h a t  w e r e  s h ar ed  on l in e ,  i n  ad d i t i o n  t o  b e i ng  b l am ed  fo r  

h e r  v i c t im i s a t i on  by  t h e  s am e o f f i c e r .  



151 
 

Wh en  I  w en t  t o  t he  d ep a r t m en t ,  t h e  o f f i c e r  h ad  a  s t r ang e  s mi rk  o n  

h i s  f a ce  an d  sa id  to  m e  ‘ wh en  I  s aw  t he  ph o t os ,  I  s a i d ,  N ik i ,  wh a t  

k in d  o f  wo m an  a r e  y o u? ’  A s  i f  h e  s t a r t ed  f l i r t i n g  wi t h  m e  a f t e r  

t h a t .  ( Nik i ,  32  y ears  o ld )  

O v er a l l ,  t h i s  s ec t i on  de lv e s  i n t o  su rv iv o rs ’  exp e r i en ces  w h en  r ep o r t i ng  

i n c id en t s  o f  T FSV  t o  th e  po l i c e ,  r ev ea l in g  t w o  p r omi n en t  t h em es  wi th i n  

t h e  d a t a .  F i r s t ,  a  po r t i o n  o f  su rv iv o rs ,  r ou gh ly  2 5% ,  exp re s s ed  

h e s i t a t i o n  o r  chos e  n o t  t o  r epo r t  t h e i r  c a s e s  t o  t h e  po l i c e .  S econ d ,  t h e  

m aj o r i t y  o f  su rv iv or s ,  con s t i t u t i ng  75% ,  en cou n t e red  s i gn i f i c an t  

d i f f i cu l t i e s  i n  t h e i r  i n t e r ac t io ns  w i th  t h e  p o l i c e  w h en  t h ey  d id  r ep or t  

t h es e  in c i d en t s .  

A m on g  t h e  su rv iv or s  i n  t h e  s tu dy ,  75%  d ec id ed  to  con t ac t  t h e  p o l i c e  

f o r  o f f i c i a l  a s s i s t an ce ,  w h i l e  t h e  r em ai n i ng  2 5%  r e f r a i n ed  f rom  d o i ng  

s o .  S t r i k i ng ly ,  no ne  o f  t h e  su r v iv o rs  w h o  r ep o r t ed  t h e i r  c a s e s  t o  t h e  

p o l i c e  r ep or t ed  h av i ng  p os i t i ve  ex p e r i en ce s  wi t h  l aw  en fo r cem en t  o r  

au th or i t i e s ,  n o r  d id  th ey  f ee l  t h ey  r ece i v ed  ad eq u a t e  su ppo r t .  

T h e  d ec i s io n  no t  t o  i n vo lv e  th e  p o l i c e  o f t en  s t em m ed  f r om  v a r i ou s  

f ac to r s ,  i n c lu d in g  a  l a ck  o f  con f i d en ce  in  l aw enf o r cem en t ,  mi s t r us t  i n  

t h e  sy s t em,  an d  a  re l u c t an ce  to  r ev i s i t  t h e i r  t r au ma t i c  exp e r i en ces  o r  

r i sk  f u r th e r  s t i gm a t i za t io n .  Fo r  i n s t an ce ,  s om e  p a r t i c i p an t s  f e a r ed  t h a t  

r ep o r t i ng  in  s ma l l  co mmu ni t i es  w ou ld  l e ad  to  a  l a ck  o f  co n f i den t i a l i t y  

an d  wi d es p read  go ss ip .  

A n o t he r  s i gn i f i c an t  f a c t o r  i n f l uen c i ng  t h e  d ec i s i on  n o t  t o  r ep o r t  w as  

t h e  su rv iv o r ’ s  r e l a t i on sh ip  w i th  t he  abu s e r .  In  c a s es  w h ere  th e  

p e r p e t r a to r s  w e re  f r i en ds  o r  a cq ua in t an ces ,  s u r v i vo rs  fo un d  i t  

em ot i on a l ly  ch a l l en g i ng  t o  i n i t i a t e  l eg a l  p r o ceed i ng s .  
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Fu r th e rm o re ,  t h e  ag e  o f  t he  v i c t im s  a t  t h e  t i me  o f  t he  i n c i d en t  p l ay ed  a  

r o l e ,  w i th  m an y  b e in g  mi no rs  wh en  t h e i r  n on - co ns ens ua l  s ex u a l  

m at e r i a l  w as  s ha r ed .  T h i s  l i k e l y  a f fec t ed  t h e i r  d ec i s io n -m ak in g  

p r o cess e s .  

S ur v i vo rs  t yp ica l ly  r e so r t ed  t o  i n vo l v in g  th e  p o l i c e  w h en  t h e i r  

s i t u a t io ns  es ca l a t ed ,  e sp ec i a l ly  wh en  t h e  m a t e r i a l  w as  s en t  t o  f ami l y  

m em b ers ,  r e f l e c t i ng  a  s en s e  o f  d e sp e ra t i on  an d  ho p e l es sn ess .  

H o w ev e r ,  ev en  w hen  s u rv iv or s  app ro ach ed  th e  au t ho r i t i e s ,  t h e i r  

ex p e r i en ces  w er e  ov e r wh e lmi ng l y  n ega t i v e .  Al l  2 1  p ar t i c i p an t s  w ho  

r ep o r t ed  th e i r  c as es  t o  t h e  po l i c e  ( 75% )  r ep o r t ed  u ns a t i s f ac to r y  

i n t e r ac t i on s .  K ey  i s su e s  i n c l ud ed  i n adeq u a t e  po l i c e  su ppo r t ,  v i c t im -

b l ami ng  a t t i t u d es ,  an d  in app ro p r i a t e  beh av i ou r  f r om l aw  en f o rcemen t  

o f f i c e r s .  

In ad eq ua t e  po l i c e  su p po r t  w as  a  r e cu r r i ng  p r ob l em,  w i th  su r v i vo rs  

o f t en  f ee l in g  t h a t  t h e i r  co mpl a in t s  w en t  un ans w ered  o r  t h a t  t h e  

au th or i t i e s  w e re  u n i n t e r es t ed  in  t h e i r  c a s e s .  G a t h e r in g  ev i d en ce  a l s o  

p r ov ed  d i f f i cu l t  f o r  so m e,  as  t h ey  w e re  to ld  t h a t  t ang ib l e  p r oo f  w as  

n eed ed  to  s up po r t  t h e i r  c l a i ms .  

V i c t i m -b l amin g  w as  an o t h er  d i s t r es s i ng  t h em e,  wi t h  su rv iv o rs  m ad e  t o  

f e e l  r es po ns ib l e  fo r  t h e i r  v i c t im iza t io n .  S om e w e r e  adv i s ed  t o  qu i t  

u s i ng  s o c i a l  m ed i a ,  c r i t i c i z ed  fo r  s en d i ng  ex p l i c i t  im ag es ,  o r  f aced  

r ac i s m an d  d e ro g a to r y  comm ent s  f rom p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s .  

In  ad d i t i o n  t o  v i c t im - b l ami ng ,  su r v iv or s  r epo r t ed  th a t  s om e  p o l i c e  

o f f i c e r s  ex h i b i t ed  re l u c t an ce  to  as s i s t ,  p ro v i d in g  un h e l p fu l  adv i ce  s u ch  
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a s  d e l e t in g  so c i a l  m ed i a  a ccou n t s  r a th e r  t h an  add r es s i ng  th e  co r e  i s s u e .  

In  ex t r em e  cas es ,  un p ro f es s i on a l  co ndu c t ,  i n c lu d in g  in app r op r i a t e  

co mm en t s  abo u t  t he  su r v iv o rs ’  im ag es ,  co mp ou nd ed  t h e i r  d i s t r es s .  

In  s umm ar y ,  t h i s  ch ap t e r  un d e rs co r e s  t h e  s ig n i f i c an t  ch a l l eng es  f aced  

b y  su r v i vo rs  o f  T FS V w hen  in t e r ac t ing  wi t h  l aw  en fo r cem en t .  M any  

g r app l e  wi t h  n eg a t iv e  ex p er i en ces ,  r ang in g  f ro m r e l u c t ance  to  r epo r t  

an d  in adequ a t e  po l i c e  r es po ns e s  t o  v i c t im -b l amin g  and  u np r o f es s io n a l  

b eh av io ur ,  w h i ch  can  ex ace rb a t e  t h e  t r aum a  o f  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  

v i c t i mi za t i on .  

 

Experiences  of  TFSV  Survivors  wi th  Mental  Health Services  

in  Greece  

Α s  m en t i on ed  abo ve ,  ev en  t ho ug h  th e  9 6 %  o f  t h e  su r v iv or s  pa r t i c i pa t i ng  

i n  t h e  cu r r en t  s t ud y  a r gu e  t h a t  t h ey  h av e  b een  exp e r i en c in g  

p sy cho lo g i ca l  a f t e re f f ec t s  t h a t  pe r s i s t  f o r  mo n t hs  o r  ev en  y ea r s  a f t e r  t h e  

i n c id en t  ( s ee ,  fo r  ex ampl e ,  t h e  ab ove  ch ap t e r  r e l a t ed  to  m en ta l  h ea l th  

i s s u es ) ,  t h ey  d o  n o t  d em ons t ra t e  a  sh i f t  i n  t h e  u s ag e  o f  m en t a l  h ea l t h  

s e r v i ces  o v e r  t im e .  A cco rd in g  to  t h e  p a r t i c ip an t s  i n  t h e  cu r r en t  r es ea r ch ,  

t h ey  mi gh t  n o t  o f t en  s eek  m en t a l  h ea l t h  a s s i s t an ce  in  r e s po ns e  to  t he  

t e chn o lo gy - f ac i l i t a t ed  sex ua l  abus e ,  bu t  t h ey  m ig h t  do  s o  l a t e r  i n  l i f e .  

M o r e  sp ec i f i c a l ly ,  t h e  m aj o r i t y  o f  t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s  o f  t h i s  r e s ea r ch  (n =1 6  

o u t  o f  2 8 ,  5 7 % )  i n  t h i s  s tu dy  s t a t ed  t ha t  t hey  p r e fe r r ed  no t  t o  s eek  h e lp  

f r om  a  m en t a l  h ea l th  p r o f e s s i on a l  d e sp i t e  t he  fa c t  t h a t  t h e  n o ncon s en su a l  

d i s t r i b u t i on  o f  t h e i r  s exu a l  m at e r i a l  an d  t h e i r  o n l i n e  ex p osu r e  cau s ed  

t h em  t o  ex pe r i en ce  m ul t ip l e  ps y ch o log i ca l  t r au mas .  In  pa r t i cu l a r ,  t h es e  
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p a r t i c ip an t s  c l a im ed  th a t  t h ey  h ad  no t  ev en  con s i d er ed  con t ac t i ng  m en t a l  

h ea l th  o rg an i za t i ons  f o r  h e l p  b ecaus e  t h ey  b e l i ev ed  t h ey  cou ld  h an d l e  

w h a t  h ad  o ccu r r ed  t o  t h em o n  t h e i r  o wn  o r  wi t h  t he  su pp or t  o f  t h e i r  o wn  

p eop l e .  In  o th e r  wor d s ,  t h e se  p a r t i c ip an t s  r epo r t ed  t ha t  t hey  w e r e  s t ro ng  

en ou gh  t o  h and l e  i t  o n  th e i r  ow n ,  wi t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  t h e i r  pa r en t s  an d  c los e  

f r i en ds ,  d es p i t e  t h e i r  v e ry  y ou ng  ag e .  

I  d i dn ' t  go  t o  a  m en t a l  h ea l t h  exp e r t .  Wh om  s ho u ld  I  sp eak  wi t h ?  

M y p a r en t s  a r e  h e re .  I  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  sup p or t  f ro m m y o wn  p eo p l e  

i s  m u ch  m o re  v a lu ab l e  t h an  ad v i ce  f rom  an  ex pe r t .  ( Olym pi a ,  3 0  

y ea rs  o ld )  

Α s  o ne  p a r t i c ip an t  ex p l a i n ed ,  sh e  d i d  n o t  w an t  t o  v i s i t  a  m en t a l  h ea l th  

s p ec i a l i s t  b ecau s e  s h e  d i d  no t  h av e  a  g o od  exp e r i en ce  i n  t h e  p as t :  

M y  p a r en t s  adv i s ed  m e  t o  con su l t  a  m en t a l  h ea l t h  p ro f es s io n a l .  

H o w ev e r ,  I  h ad  p r ev io us ly  b een  t he  v i c t i m  o f  s exu a l  a s s au l t .  I  

s t a t ed  t ha t  I  d i dn ’ t  w an t  t o  con su l t  a  sp ec i a l i s t  f o r  t h i s  r ea s on .  I  

p r omi s ed  m ys e l f  and  m y  f r i end s  t h a t  I  w o u l d  ge t  ov e r  i t  j u s t  l i k e  

I  d i d  t h e  f i r s t  t im e .  A nd  y e s ,  i t  d i d  s eem  l i k e  a  s eco nd  r ape  to  m e .  

M y s i s t e r  u r g ed  m e  to  v i s i t  a  m en t a l  hea l t h  c en t r e ,  b u t  s in ce  I ' v e  

d o ne  t h i s  b e f o r e ,  no  on e  e l s e  n eed s  t o  k no w ho w i t  f e e l s .  ( Em m a,  

2 5  y ea rs  o ld )  

O n  t he  o th e r  h an d ,  t h e r e  we r e  a l s o  tw o  p a r t i c i p an t s  w ho  m en t i on ed  t h a t  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h ey  to o k  r es po ns i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e i r  v i c t im i za t i on  o n  th e i r  

o w n  mad e  th em  d ec i d e  t h a t  t h ey  d i d  no t  n eed  sp ec i a l i z ed  s up po r t  f rom  

a  m en t a l  hea l th  s p ec i a l i s t .  Αs  t h ey  com ment ed :  

Fo r  m e ,  t h i s  sp ec i f i c  i n c i d en t  w as n ’ t  a l l  t h a t  s e r io us .  I  d on ’ t  

d i s pu te  t h e  se r i ou sn ess  o f  t h e  n on - co ns ens u a l  sh a r i ng  n ud e  

i mag es  o r  t h e  s i gn i f i c an t  p s ycho lo g i ca l  h a rm  i t  d o es  t o  o th e r  

w o men .  I t ’ s  a  s e r iou s  ev en t ,  b u t  no t  fo r  me .  I  w o u ld n ’ t  l e t  o th e r  

p eop l e ’ s  imm at u r i ty  l e ad  m e  t o  l o s e  my  m en t a l  s t ab i l i t y .  V i s i t i ng  

a  ps y ch o l og i s t  i s  no t  a  n ega t i ve  t h i ng  f o r  m e  and  I  wo u l d  d o  s o ,  

i f  I  t ho ug h t  I  co u ldn ' t  h and le  i t  o n  my  o w n ,  j u s t  l i k e  I  h ave  do n e  

w i t h  o t he r  p r o f e s s io n a l s .  ( Sa v ina ,  22  y ea rs  o ld )  
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I  d i dn ' t  f e e l  i t  h ad  a  b i g  i mp ac t  o n  m e .  I  mean ,  I  d id n ’ t  l e t  i t  

r e a l l y  i mp ac t  m e  becau se  I  a l so  r ece iv ed  emot io n a l  su ppo r t  f ro m 

m y mom ,  and  I  a l so  f ou nd  s up po r t  f r om  m y bo yf r i end .  ( I f i gen ia ,  

2 4  y ea rd  o ld )  

O n  t he  o th e r  h an d ,  o n e  p a r t i c i p an t  c l a im ed  t h a t  n o  am ou n t  o f  a s s i s t an ce  

w o u l d  be  s u f f i c i en t  t o  m ak e  h e r  f e e l  be t t e r .  S h e  a l so  m en t io ned  ho w  

ex t r em ely  f a t i gu ed  s h e  f e l t  a f t e r  y ea r s  o f  t he r apy  an d  t r i p s  t o  

p sy ch i a t r i s t s ’  an d  p sy cho th e r ap i s t s ’  o f f i c es ,  an d  h ow  n o  am ou n t  o f  

co un s e l l i n g  o r  m ed i ca t io n  w as  ab l e  t o  m ak e  he r  f e e l  b e t t e r  i n  t h e  en d .  

I  t ak e  L ami c t a l ,  S e r o qu e l ,  Z o lo f t ,  Z ypr ex a ,  A zap i n ,  an d  T avo r .  

A n d  on  M on d ay  I ’ l l  b e  i n  t h e  ho sp i t a l  o nce  m or e .  I  s t i l l  

o cca s io n a l l y  con s ide r  su i c id e .  I  c an ’ t  d o  i t ;  I  m ean  I ’ d  r a t h e r  t h e  

g i r l  i n  t h e  p ho to  h ad  been  d ead  n ow .  I  r e a l l y  c an no t  b ear  l i v i ng  

t h e  w ay  I  am  n o w l i v i ng .  (Gl yk er i a ,  21  yea rs  o ld )  

A l t ho ug h  th ey  wo u l d  h av e  l i k ed  to ,  two  pa r t i c ip an t s  s a id  t h ey  d e l ay ed  

s ee i ng  a  m en t a l  hea l th  p ro f e s s i on a l  b ecau s e  t h ey  fo un d  i t  ex ceed i ng ly  

d i f f i cu l t  t o  d i s cus s  t h e i r  f e e l in gs  wi t h  o t h er s .  Th ey  w er e  w o r r i ed  t h a t  

b y  d o in g  th i s ,  t h e i r  v i c t imi za t io n  wo u ld  be  r eb or n .  

I  w an t ed  to  t a l k  t o  s om eon e ,  bu t  ev e ry  t im e  I  co ns id e r ed  d o i ng  

s o ,  a  w e i gh t  i n  my  ch es t ,  s ho r tn es s  o f  b r ea t h ,  an d  t r embl in g  in  m y 

l egs  t o ok  o v e r  m e .  T h e  in c i d en t  h ad  a  s ig n i f i c an t  p s ycho lo g i ca l  

i mp ac t  o n  m e ,  and  I  w as  u n ab le  t o  ad eq u a t e l y  exp la in  i t .  I  w i sh  I  

h ad  th e  con f id en ce  t o  sh a r e  ho w  I  was  f ee l i ng  w i th  a  

p sy cho lo g i s t ,  b u t  I  h av e  n ev e r  do n e  so .  ( Ch ri s t in a ,  2 9  y ea rs  o ld )  

I  t h ou gh t  ab ou t  i t  co u n t l es s  t im es .  I  on ly  b e l i ev ed  t h a t  I  co u l dn ' t  

m an ag e  i t .  I  w as  u nab l e  t o  sp eak  t o  any o ne  ab ou t  i t .  I  w an t ed  to  

ex p r es s  m y  f ee l i ngs  t o  som eon e ,  bu t  I  w as  a t  a  l o s s  f o r  wo r ds .  

( Ζ o i ,  2 0  y ea rs  o ld )  

Fi v e  p a r t i c i p an t s ,  ho w ev er ,  s t a t ed  t h a t  t h ey  t r us t ed  n e i t h e r  a  fo rm al  

g o ve r nm en t  m en t a l  h ea l t h  sy s t em  n or  a  p r iv a t e  m en t a l  h ea l t h  



156 
 

p r ac t i t i on e r ,  wh i ch  i s  w hy  t h ey  n eve r  s ou gh t  t r e a t m en t  f ro m any  o f  

t h em.  As  th ey  a r gued :  

P sy ch o l og i s t s  h av en ’ t  gen e r a l l y  b een  h e lp fu l  t o  m e .  E v en  t ho ug h  

I  h ad  b een  t h e r e  p rev io us l y ,  n o t h in g  seem ed  t o  h av e  ch ang ed .  

( E van g e l i a ,  1 9  y ears  o ld )  

T h e  r ea l i t y  i s  t h a t  I  d on ' t  h av e  a  l o t  o f  t ru s t ,  t he r e fo r e  I  d i dn ' t  

w an t  t o  v i s i t  a  p sy ch o l og i s t .  I  s up pos e  my  p a r en t s  o ug h t  t o  be  

aw ar e  o f  w h a t  h ap pen ed  to  m e .  Bu t  I  d i dn ’ t  w an t  t hem to  k n ow ,  

an d  I  w as  ev en  conce r n ed  t h a t  my  fami ly  mi gh t  f i nd  o u t  i f  I  s aw a  

p sy cho lo g i s t .  ( Ef i ,  2 4  y ea rs  o ld )  

E v en  wh en  r es ea r ch  pa r t i c ip an t s  s ou gh t  t r e a t m en t  fo r  sym pt oms ,  t h e  

s e r v i ce  p r o v id e r  d id  no t  r a i s e  t h e  s ub jec t  o f  v i c t imi za t ion .  A s  t w o  

p a r t i c ip an t s  m en t i on ed :  

I  t h i nk  t h e r e  i s  a  l ack  o f  i n f o rm at i on  on  on l in e  v i c t imi za t i on .  

N u mer ou s  ps ycho log i s t s  and  p sy ch i a t r i s t s  h ave  s een  m e .  

E v e ry on e  i s  n o t  t r ea t ed  t h e  s am e w ay .  A n d  I ’ v e  b een  v i c t im ized  

b y  a  p sy cho th e r ap i s t  wh o ,  i n  add i t i on  t o  no t  t r e a t in g  m e  l i k e  an  

ab us e  v i c t im ,  b l amed  m e  f o r  f a i l i n g  to  c r ea t e  b ou nd a r i es  i n  my  

r e l a t i on sh ip .  ( Ria ,  2 2  y ea rs ,  o ld )  

I  s p en t  e ig h t  mo n ths  s ee i ng  a  ps y ch o log i s t .  I  h ad  a l r ead y  s een  a  

n um b er  o f  d i f f e r en t  m en t a l  h ea l t h  p r o fe s s i on a l s .  Bu t  I  s t i l l  do n ' t  

b e l i ev e  t ha t  t h e  i n d i v i du a l s  I  t a lk ed  to  abo u t  t h e s e  i s s u es  co u l d  

d o  mo r e  to  s up po r t  m e .  I ’ m  s wi t ch in g  p sy cho lo g i s t s  r i g h t  n ow  

b ecaus e  I  t h in k  my  t h e r ap i s t  do esn ’ t  un d e rs t and  h o w I  b ecam e a  

v i c t i m .  Fo r  i n s t an ce ,  s in ce  h e  h ad  ea rn ed  my  t ru s t ,  I  i n fo r m ed  

h im  o f  w h a t  h ad  h ap p en ed  to  m e  and  th en  h e  s a id ,  ‘ Ok ay ,  w h en  

s om eon e  h as  s u ch  an  i s s u e ,  t h ey  tos s  i t  aw ay  as  i f  i t  h as  nev e r  

h a pp en ed ,  and  th a t ’ s  t h e  end  o f  t h e  p rob l em. ’  I  f e l t  h o r r ib l e  w h en  

h e  s a i d  th i s  t o  m e .  I  m ean ,  co me  o n ,  t h e  ap p ar en t  f i r s t - ch o i ce  

r em ed y  i s  t h a t  i t  sho u l d  n ev e r  h av e  h ap p en ed  in  t h e  f i r s t  p l ace ,  

b u t  wh a t  can  a  p e r so n  d o  a f t e r  b e in g  v i c t imi s ed ?  (S on i a ,  3 2  y ea rs  

o ld )  

H o w ev e r ,  t h r ee  i nd iv id ua l s  i n  t h i s  s t ud y  a l s o  c l a i m ed  t h a t  go i ng  to  a  

m en t a l  h ea l t h  p ro fe s s i on a l  con s id e r ab ly  b en e f i t ed  t h em by  i mp ro v i ng  

t h e i r  qu a l i t y  o f  l i f e .  N o t ab ly ,  no n e  o f  t h e  th r ee  in d iv id u a l s  s ou gh t  
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t r e a tm en t  f rom  a  pu b l i c  m en t a l  h ea l t h  f a c i l i t y ,  b u t  r a th e r  f r om  a  p r iv a t e  

m en t a l  h ea l th  p ro v id e r  t h a t  t h ey  l o ca t ed  v i a  i nd ep en d en t  i n v es t ig a t io n .  

I  o w e  a  l o t  t o  m y  ps y ch o t h er ap i s t .  M y  s en s e  o f  s ecur i t y  w as  

r e s t o r ed ,  and  th e  bad  t ho ug h t s  l e f t .  Sh e  s ho w ed  m e  h ow  t o  

m an ag e  th i s ,  b u t  I  p u rs u ed  th i s  o n  m y  o wn  w i t ho u t  r e ce iv in g  

o f f i c i a l  i n s t ru c t io n  f r om a  g ov e r nm en t  i n s t i t u t io n .  ( I f ig en i a ,  2 4  

y ea rs  o ld )  

In  s umm ar y ,  t h i s  s ec t i on  d i s cuss e s  t h e  r e lu c t an ce  amo ng  su r v i vo rs  o f  

t e chn o lo gy - f ac i l i t a t ed  sex ua l  abus e  t o  s eek  s up po r t  f r om  m en t a l  h ea l th  

s e r v i ces  d es p i t e  exp e r i en c i ng  p e rs i s t en t  p s y ch o lo g i ca l  t r au m a.  T h e  

s tu dy  rev ea l s  t h a t  9 6 % o f  su rv iv or s  ack no wl edg e  en du r in g  

p sy cho lo g i ca l  a f t e re f f ec t s  f o r  m on th s  o r  ev en  yea r s  bu t  do  no t  s ho w an  

i n c l i n a t i on  t o  us e  m en t a l  h ea l th  s e rv i ce s  o v er  t i m e .  M any  pa r t i c ip an t s ,  

p a r t i cu l a r l y  57 %  o f  t h em ,  exp r es s ed  a  p r e f e r en ce  f o r  n o t  s eek in g  

p r o f es s io n a l  h e l p ,  b e l i ev in g  t h ey  co u ld  m an ag e  th e  a f t e rm at h  wi th  t he  

s up po r t  o f  f ami l y  an d  f r i end s .  So m e c i t ed  n eg a t iv e  p as t  ex p e r i en ce s  

w i t h  men t a l  h ea l th  p r o f es s io n a l s ,  wh i l e  o t h e r s  con s id e r ed  th e i r  

v i c t i mi za t i on  l es s  s ev e r e  and  t hu s  d id  n o t  s eek  s p ec i a l i z ed  as s i s t an ce .  

A  f ew p ar t i c i pan t s  f e l t  t ha t  no  amo un t  o f  cou ns e l l i n g  o r  m ed i ca t i on  

co u l d  a l l ev i a t e  t h e i r  su f f e r in g .  So m e pa r t i c i p an t s  s t r ug g l ed  t o  

a r t i cu l a t e  t h e i r  f e e l i ng s ,  w h i l e  o th e r s  m i s t r us t ed  bo t h  p ub l i c  and  

p r iv a t e  m en t a l  h ea l t h  sy s t em s .  H ow eve r ,  a  sm al l  n um be r  f o un d  

s ub s t an t i a l  b en ef i t  f r om  p r iv a t e  m en ta l  h ea l th  p ro v i d er s ,  w h ich  

i mp ro v ed  t he i r  qu a l i t y  o f  l i f e .  Ov e r a l l ,  t h e  s tu dy  h ig h l i gh t s  t h e  

co mpl ex  a t t i t ud es  an d  exp e r i en ces  o f  su r v i vo rs  r eg a rd in g  m en t a l  h ea l th  

s up po r t  i n  t h e  con tex t  o f  T FS V.  
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Survivors’  Perspect ives  on Just ice  

S u r v i vo rs  p a r t i c i p a t in g  ( n =  2 8 )  i n  t h i s  s tu dy  w e r e  q ues t io n ed  abo u t  t h e  

ap p ro p r i a t e  t y p e  o f  p un i s hm en t  f o r  t h e  o f f en d er s  o f  T FSV.  In  p a r t i cu l a r ,  

p a r t i c ip an t s  w e r e  as k ed  to  e l abo r a t e  on  w h a t  t h ey  b e l i ev ed  n eed ed  to  b e  

d o ne  t o  ho ld  th e i r  o f f end e rs  accou n t ab l e  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  im ag in e  wh a t  a  

p r op e r  pu n i s hm en t  m ig h t  l oo k  l i k e  in  an  i d ea l  wo r l d .  D es p i t e  po pu l a r  

b e l i e f ,  mo s t  i n fo rman t s  w e r e  l e s s  i n t e re s t ed  in  s ee in g  t h e i r  pe r p e t r a to r s  

s u f fe r in g  th an  t h ey  w e re  in  s ee i ng  j us t i c e  b e in g  s e rv ed  b y  h av i ng  th i s  

o f f ence  t r e a t ed  s e r io us ly ,  a s  ex p l a i n ed  b e l ow .   

H a l f  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p an t s  ( f ou r t een  ou t  o f  t wen t y -e i gh t )  r e j ec t ed  

p u n i s hm en t  o r  r ehab i l i t a t i on  s t and a rd s .  Th es e  p eo p l e  d id n’ t  r eg a rd  

p u n i s hm en t  as  a  soc i a l  o b l i g a t i on  o r  as  a  f o r m o f  r ev eng e .  In s t ead ,  t h ey  

s t r e s s ed  t h e  h a r m in f l i c t ed  o n  th em  as  a  r es u l t  o f  t h e  ab use  and  d em and ed  

t h a t  t h i s  v i c t imi za t io n  b e  t r e a t ed  equ a l ly  wi t h  o t h er  fo r ms  o f  s ex u a l  

a s s au l t .  In  f a c t ,  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  o f  t h em  c l a im ed  t ha t  w h a t  h ap p en ed  to  t h em 

w as  s i mi l a r  t o  b e i ng  r ap ed .  

T h e  s t a t e  m us t  f i r s t  t ak e  s uch  c r i m es  m o re  s e r i ou s l y .  B ecau s e  

i n j u r i es  i n f l i c t ed  on  a  p e r s on ’s  s ou l  may  b e  m or e  s eve r e  t h an  

p h ys i ca l  o n es .  When  s om eon e  h ur t s  y ou r  b od y ,  t h a t  wi l l  be  a  

m om en t  and  th en  i t  w i l l  b e  ov e r ,  bu t  w h en  t h ey  h u r t  yo ur  so u l ,  i t  

w i l l  t ak e  y ea r s  t o  hea l .  I t  i s  p r ec i s e ly  t h e  sam e as  r ap e ;  i t  i s  n o t  

i n fe r io r .  (Ev a ,  2 8  y ea rs  o ld )  

I ’ m  no t  su r e  w ha t  t h e  b e s t  p en a l ty  wou ld  b e .  B ecaus e  i t  i s  a  f o r m 

o f  p sy cho l og i ca l  r ap e ,  I  o n l y  kn ow  t ha t  t he r e  s ho u ld  b e  a  

p u n i s hm en t  comp a rab l e  t o  t h a t  im po s ed  on  r ap i s t s .  (E f i ,  2 4  y ea rs  

o ld )  
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Fu r th e rm o re ,  t h e  go a l  o f  t w e l v e  ou t  o f  tw en t y - e i gh t  p a r t i c i p an t s  o f  t h e  

cu r r en t  r es ea r ch  was  s a f e t y — bo th  f o r  t h ems e l v es  and  fo r  o th e r  f u t u r e  

s u rv iv or s .  In  o t h e r  w o r ds ,  r a th e r  t h an  p u n i s h i ng  o f f en de rs  fo r  p as t  

o f f enc e s ,  t hey  w an ted  t o  s to p  o f fend e rs  f rom  co mmi t t i n g  n ew  o n es .  In  

t h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  o cca s io ns ,  t h ey  t ho ug h t  t ha t  ma in t a in i ng  so m e l ev e l  o f  

co n t ro l  o r  su rv e i l l an ce  o v er  t h e  o f f ende r  wo u l d  b e  v i t a l  t o  gu a r an t ee  

f u tu r e  s a f e ty .  

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t he r e  t o  be  co n t ro l l ed  acce s s  t o  t h e  i n t e r n e t  fo r  t he s e  

p e r p e t r a to r s .  I  d on ’ t  k no w  i f  t h i s  i s  pos s i b l e .  B u t  t h e r e  sho u l d  b e  

s om e  r ecor d  o f  t h e i r  h i s to r y  and  th e i r  a c t i v i t y  on  t h e  i n t e r n e t .  I  

b e l i ev e  t h i s  w ou ld  b e  b e t t e r  t h an  s end i ng  t hem to  j a i l  b ecau s e  

t h en  th e r e  w ou ld n’ t  b e  any  m or e  v i c t im s .  ( Ιo ann a ,  2 9  y ea rs  o ld )  

I  w o u l dn ’ t  w an t  t o  f o r ce  h im  t o  go  t o  j a i l ,  t h e r e fo r e  I  w ou l d  

n ev e r  do  i t .  I  s im ply  w an t  h im to  b e  s t i gm at i zed  and  fo r  peo p l e  t o  

b e  awar e  o f  w h a t  he  d i d .  I  do n ’ t  w an t  t h e  wo m en  w ho  d a t e  h im  t o  

b e  u n awar e  o f  w h a t  h e ’ s  d on e  and  ex pe r i en ce  w h a t  I  h av e  

ex p e r i en ced .  I  wan t  p eo p l e  t o  k no w  in  t h e  b ack  o f  t h e i r  mi nd s  

t h a t  h e  i s  n o t  a  r e l i ab l e  gu y .  ( Fa n i ,  2 7  y ea rs  o ld )  

O n ly  o ne  i n t e rv i ewee  su pp o r t ed  th e  i dea  th a t  s e rv in g  a  t e r m  o f  

i mp r i so nm en t  i s  a  so r t  o f  u su a l  pu n i s hm en t  f o r  a  c r i m e .  As  t h e  

i n t e rv i ew ee  exp l a ined :  

O k ay ,  o bv i ou s l y ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  p un i s hm en t .  I ’ m  no t  su re  w h a t  

co u l d  b e  do ne  t o  pu n i sh  t hem,  b u t  I  t h in k  th ey  s ho u l d  spen d  so m e 

t im e  in  j a i l  o r  m ayb e  a l l  o f  e t e rn i ty  becau se  wh a t  t h ey  a re  do in g  

i s  t e r r i b l e ,  i sn ’ t  i t ?  A nd  p a r t i cu l a r l y  wh en  v i c t ims  a re  y oun g e r ,  

s u ch  as  l i t t l e  ch i l d ren .  N or m al l y ,  t h e  o f f en de r s  sh ou l d  b e  

p u n i s h ed  an d  kep t  i n  p r i s on  f o r ev e r .  ( Ι f i gen ia ,  24  y ea rs  o ld )  

A ls o ,  an o t h er  p a r t i c i p an t  b e l i ev e s  t h a t  f i n an c i a l  r es t i t u t i on  i s  t h e  b es t  

t yp e  o f  p un i sh men t  b ecau se  i t  r eq u i r es  t h e  o f f en d er s  t o  com p en sa t e  fo r  

t h e  h a r m t h ey  cau sed  t h e  v i c t i m .  
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I  w an t  h i s  p un i s hmen t  t o  b e  so me th ing  t r u ly  co mm en d ab l e .  

H o w ev e r ,  I  w ou l dn ' t  m i nd  r ece iv i ng  f in an c i a l  r e com p ens e  f o r  t h e  

h a rm  h e  d id  m e .  I f  i t  w er en ’ t  f o r  h im ,  I  w o u l dn ’ t  h av e  spen t  so  

m u ch  mo n ey  o n  a t to r n ey s  and  ps y ch i a t r i s t s .  ( Olym p ia ,  30  yea rs  

o ld )  

O v er a l l ,  t h e  m aj o r i t y  o f  t h e  su r v iv o rs  o f  t he  cu r r en t  r es ea r ch  (n =2 6 ) ,  

w h o  d es i r ed  t o  m ake  th i ng s  a s  r i gh t  a s  p oss ib l e  i n  t h e  f u tu r e  ra th e r  

t h an  to  s eek  r ev enge  f o r  t h e  p as t ,  h i gh l ig h t ed  t he  r es t o r a t i v e  as p ec t  o f  

t h e i r  p e r sp ec t iv e s .  T h ey  fo cus ed  on  the  h a r m caus ed  b y  th e  c r im e  

r a th e r  t h an  th e  l eg a l  i n f r i ng em en t  o f  t h e i r  r i gh t s  i n  g en e ra l .  Th e i r  

f o cus  o n  t h e  s i gn i f i c an ce  o f  so c i e t a l  r eco gn i t i on  an d  con dem n at i on  o f  

t h e  c r im e  was  ano th e r  as pec t  o f  t h e i r  r e s t o r a t i v e  v i s io n .  H o w ev e r ,  t h ey  

w e r e  m or e  co n ce r ned  wi t h  t h e i r  o wn  des i r e  fo r  comm un i ty  r e -

i n t eg r a t io n  th an  wi t h  th e  n eed s  o f  t h e  o f f end e rs .  Th ey  und e r s to od  h o w 

c r u c i a l  i t  w as  to  p ub l i c l y  hu mi l i a t e  t he  p e rp e t r a t o r ,  b u t  t h ey  f i r s t  

w an t ed  to  b e  r e l e a sed  o f  t he i r  o w n  sh am e .  

 

Chapter  3  Findings  Overview   

In  co n c lu s i on ,  t h i s  ch ap t e r  h as  u nv e i l ed  a  com pl ex  an d  d i s t r e s s in g  

l and scap e  su r ro un d i ng  T FSV  an d  i t s  p r o f ou nd ,  n eg a t i v e  im p ac t  on  

s u rv iv or s .  T h e  p reva l ence  o f  t h e  p r ob lem  o f  T FS V  w as  no t ed  as  w er e  

t h e  cha r ac t e r i s t i c s  o f  s u rv i vo r s .  Wom en  w er e  p r edom in an t ly  ag ed  1 9  to  

4 5 ,  un i v e rs i t y  edu ca t ed ,  and  s om e  8 6  p e r  cen t  h ad  exp e r i en ced  no n -

co ns ens u a l  d i s t r i b u t io n  o f  s exu a l  m at e r i a l  d u r in g  th e i r  f o r m at iv e  y ea rs .  

Fu r th e rm o re ,  p e rp e t r a t o r s  o f  T FSC  wer e  t yp i ca l l y  fo r mer  o r  cu r r en t  

r o man t i c  p a r t n e r s ,  f r i en ds ,  co l l e ag u es ,  h ack er s ,  o r  an on ym ou s  
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i nd iv i du a l s  on  t h e  in t e r n e t .  Th e  p l ace s  i n  wh i ch  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  w as  

d i s s emi na t ed  w e r e  d iv e r s e ,  i n c l ud in g  p o rn og r aph i c  w ebs i t e s ,  d a t in g  

ap ps ,  and  s o c i a l  m ed i a .   

Fu r th e rm o re ,  su r v iv o rs  s t r ug g l ed  wi t h  m en t a l  h ea l t h  p r ob l em s ,  wi t h  

s om e  9 6  p er  c en t  r ep o r t i ng  an x i e t y ,  p ho b i a s ,  s l e ep  d i s o rde r s ,  e a t i ng  

d i s o rd e rs ,  and  su i c i d a l  i d ea t io n .  A  r e lu c t an ce  amo ng  m any  o f  t ho se  

s tu d i ed  t o  s eek  p ro f e s s io n a l  h e l p  w as  n o t ed  and  l i nk e d  t o  p as t  n eg a t i v e  

ex p e r i en ces  o f  m en t a l  h ea l th  s e rv i ces .  In  p a r t i cu l a r ,  b a r r i e r s  t o  

a cce ss in g  m en t a l  hea l t h  s e r v i ces  m ean t  t ha t  su rv iv o rs  h ad  to  en du r e  

p sy cho lo g i ca l  t r aum a .  S om e h ad  p u rsu ed  p r i va t e  p r ov id er s ,  t h ou gh  p as t  

n eg a t i v e  exp e r i ence s  d i s co u r ag ed  m any  f rom  s eek in g  h e lp  a t  a l l .  

A d d i t i o na l l y ,  eng ag em ent  wi t h  l aw  enf o r cem en t  w as  a l s o  ch a l l eng in g .  

N o n e  o f  t h e  su rv ivo r s  p a r t i c i p a t i ng  in  t h e  s t ud y  r epo r t ed  p os i t i v e  

ex p e r i en ces  o f  i n t e r ac t i ng  w i th  t h e  po l i c e .  Th ey  r epo r t ed  in ad eq ua t e  

l ev e l s  o f  s up po r t ,  an  a t t i t ud e  o f  b l am in g  v i c t ims ,  a nd  i n ap p ro p r i a t e  

b eh av io ur  f rom  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s .  S uch  ob s t ac l e s  w e re  v i ewed  as  

i mp ed in g  jus t i c e .  In  t e rm s  o f  j u s t i c e ,  t h e  su rv iv o rs  t en d ed  t o war ds  

f av ou r i ng  a  r es to r a t iv e  p a r ad i gm  f o r  j u s t i c e ,  s eek i ng  reco g n i t i on  o f  t h e  

h a rm  cau s ed  b y  T FS V and  emp h as i z ing  t h e  i mp o r t an ce  o f  add r e s s i ng  

t h e i r  p e r so n a l  s hame  th ro u gh  comm un i t y  accep t an ce  and  re i n t eg r a t io n .  

T h e  f in d in gs  d e r i v ed  f rom  t h e  ab o ve  an a ly s i s  d em o ns t r a t e  t h e  s ca l e  and  

i mp ac t  o f  T FS V  o n  w om en  i n  G r eece .  A  nu mb er  o f  t r ends  m ay  b e  

d i s ce rn ed  f ro m t h e  d a t a ,  s uch  a s  t h e  d i s p ro po r t io n a t e ly  h ig h  n umb er  o f  

w o men  a f f ec t ed ,  som et h i ng  n o t ed  b y  pa s t  r es ea r ch  in to  t he  ph eno meno n  
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( S WGf l ,  2 01 9 ) .  T he  p r ev a l en ce  o f  s u rv iv o rs  f r om amo ng  w o men  wi th  a  

h ig h er  ed u ca t i on  back g ro un d  no t e s  a l s o  th e  co ncen t r a t i on  o f  t h e  

p r ob lem am on g  mor e  edu ca t ed  g r ou ps ,  r e f l e c t in g  p as t  r e sea r ch  th a t  h a s  

i nd ica t ed  r ev en g e  po r n  i s  a  p r ob lem on  camp us  ( Br an ch  & H i l i ns k i -

R os i ck ,  2 01 7 ) .  A no t h er  f i nd i ng  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  pa s t  r e s ea r ch  i s  t he  o ns e t  

o f  ab us e  w i th in  th e  su r v i vo r ’ s  f o rm at iv e  y ea rs ,  w h i ch  m ay  p r ov e  m or e  

d am ag i ng  i n  t h e  lon g - t e rm  d ue  t o  t h e  o bs e r v ed  e f f ec t s  o f  su f f e r i ng  

t r au m a du r i ng  o n e’s  ad o l es cen t  d ev e lop m ent  (T r i ck e t t ,  201 3 ) .  

T h e  r ang e  o f  p e rp e t r a t i on s  f ro m fo r mer  r om an t i c  p a r tn e r s  t h r ou gh  

acq u a in t an ces  t o  ano n ymo us  ac to r s  h igh l i gh t s  t h e  d i v er s e  av enu es  

t h ro ug h  wh i ch  T FSV  may  o ccu r ,  i nd i ca t i ng  t h e  n eed  f o r  t h e  

d ev e l opm ent  o f  com p reh en s i ve  p r ev en t i on  s t r a t eg i es  t ha t  c an  t a rg e t  n o t  

o n l y  in t im at e  r e l a t i o ns h i p  dy n ami cs  and  t h e i r  i n t e r s ec t io n  w i th  

t e chn o lo g i ca l  comm un ica t io ns  b u t  a l so  go ve r n i ng  b ro ad er  d i g i t a l  

s a f e t y .  A  fu r t h e r  co n ce rn  f o r  r e l evan t  i n s t i t u t io ns  and  p ro f e s s i on a l s  i s  

t h e  p e r v as i v e  imp ac t  o n  m en t a l  we l l -be i ng  n o t ed  b y  t h e  s t ud y ,  r e f l e c t ed  

i n  t h e  my r i ad  o f  s ym pt oms  o f  p sy ch o lo g i ca l  d i s t r es s .  T he  r e l u c t an ce  o f  

s u rv iv or s  t o  s eek  ou t  men t a l  h ea l th  s e r v i ce s  su gg es t s  a l so  t h e  

i mp or t an ce  o f  t a r g e t in g  m en t a l  h ea l th  i n t e rv en t i on s  a t  v u ln e r ab l e  

g r ou ps  an d  m ak i ng  t r au m a - in f o r m ed  su p p or t  s e r v i ces  m ore  acces s i b l e  

an d  app r oach ab le .  Fu r th e rm o re ,  add r es s i ng  a l a rmi ng  t r end s  wi th in  l aw  

en f o rcemen t  s u ch  as  v i c t im - b l am in g  a t t i t u d es  an d  i n ad equa t e  su p po r t  

f o r  s u r v i vo rs  i s  e s sen t i a l  f o r  avo i d i ng  t h e  d e t e r r en ce  o f  su r v i vo rs  f r om  

co min g  f o rw a r d  and  s eek i ng  su pp o r t .  T h i s  i n d i ca t es  a l s o  t h a t  a  j o in ed -

u p  app r o ach  to  d e s t i gm at i za t io n  ac ro ss  r e l ev an t  i n s t i t u t i on s  and  
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s e r v i ces  i s  a  n ece ssa r y  s t ep  in  im pr ov in g  exp e r i en ces  and  o u t com es  f o r  

s u rv iv or s .  

In  s umm ar y ,  t h e  chap t e r ’ s  f i nd i ng s  co l l e c t iv e l y  un d e rs co re  t h e  u rg en cy  

o f  ad d re s s in g  T FSV  comp r eh ens iv e l y .  Th e  s t ud y  h i gh l igh t s  t he  

p e r v as i v e  n a tu r e  o f  T FS V ,  i t s  d ev as t a t i ng  im p ac t  on  s u rv iv o rs ’  m en ta l  

w e l l -b e in g ,  an d  t h e  s i gn i f i c an t  ch a l l eng es  su r v iv o rs  f a ce  w h en  

i n t e r ac t i ng  w i th  l aw  enf o r cem en t  an d  m en t a l  h ea l th  s e rv i ce s .  Mo r eo v e r ,  

i t  em ph as i zes  t h e  im po r t an ce  o f  r ecogn i z in g  su r v i vo rs ’  pe r s p ec t iv e s  on  

j us t i c e ,  emp h as i z ing  r es t o r a t i on  o v er  r e t a l i a t i on .  

M ov in g  f o r w a rd ,  t h i s  r es ea r ch  ca l l s  fo r  a  mu l t i - f a ce t ed  ap p ro ach ,  

i nv o l v in g  edu ca t ion a l  i n i t i a t i v es  t o  p rev en t  T FS V ,  i mp r ov ed  su pp o r t  

s ys t ems  fo r  su r v iv or s ,  and  en han ced  t r a i n in g  f o r  l aw en fo r cem en t  an d  

m en t a l  h ea l th  p ro f es s i on a l s  t o  p ro v i d e  s en s i t i v e  and  e f f ec t iv e  

a s s i s t an ce .  Ul t i m ate l y ,  t h e s e  e f fo r t s  a r e  e s s en t i a l  t o  mi t ig a t e  t h e  

p r o fo un d  and  end u r i ng  h a rm  caus ed  by  T FS V  and  t o  p romo t e  h ea l i ng ,  

r e s i l i en ce ,  and  ju s t i c e  f o r  su rv iv o rs .  
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Chapter 4: Police Officers’ 
Perceptions on TFSV 
 

Introduction  

T hi s  and  th e  n ex t  ch ap t e r  add r es s  t h e  s econ d  r es ea r ch  q ues t io n  o f  t h i s  

s tu dy ,  n am el y :  W hat  a r e  t h e  so c i a l  r esp o ns es  t o  T FS V v i c t im i s a t i on ?  

Wh i l e  t h i s  ch ap t e r  an a ly z es  t he  r es po ns e s  t o  an  on l i ne  q ues t io nn a i r e  b y  

1 5  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  o f  C yb e r c r im e  D epa r tm en t ,  t h e  n ex t  ch ap t e r  ( No  5 )  

f o cus es  o n  p ro f es s io n a l s ’  p e r sp ec t i v es .  R esp ec t i v e l y ,  t h es e  t wo  

ch ap t e r s  ad dr e s s  r es ea r ch  q u es t io ns  2A  and  2B  ( s ee  abo ve  in  t h e  

m et ho do lo gy  ch ap te r ,  u nd e r  ‘ r es ea r ch  d e s i gn ’ ) .  

T h e  m eth od  u s ed  t o  an a l ys e  th e  d a t a  f ro m th e  qu es t i on n a i r e s  w as  

t h em at i c  an a l ys i s  ( s ee  th e  M et ho d o lo gy  ch ap t e r  f o r  fu r t he r  d e t a i l s ) .  By  

u s i ng  t hem at i c  an a ly s i s ,  t h i s  s t ud y  a imed  t o  a t t r i b u t e  m ean in g  to  

p a r t i c ip an t s ’  d e s c r ip t i on s  an d  an a ly s e  r ep ea t in g  t h em es  o r  p a t t e rn s  o f  

m ean in g  in  o rd e r  t o  b e t t e r  com p r eh en d  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s ’  v i ew s  o n  T FS V.   

S o  f a r  t h e r e  ha s  b een  l i t t l e  r e s ea r ch  ( see  e .g . ,  Po w el l  an d  H enr y ,  2 01 8 )  

o n  h ow  t he  c r imi n a l  j u s t i c e  s ys t em r esp o nds  t o  i n c i d en t s  o f  T FSV .  

L i t t l e  r es ea r ch  h a s  a l so  b een  d on e  o n  th e  a t t i t u d es  o f  p o l i c e  o f f i ce r s  

d ea l in g  wi th  s i t u a t io ns  o f  a l l eged  t e chn o l og y - f ac i l i t a t ed  s exu a l  ab us e  

( s ee  ag a i n  P ow e l l  an d  H enr y ,  2 01 8 ) .  Th e  p u rp os e  o f  t h i s  ch ap t e r  i s  t o  

ad d r es s  t h i s  r es ea rch  g ap .   
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T o  th i s  a im ,  f i f t e en  ac t iv e ly  s e rv i ng  cy b e r c r im e  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  i n  

G r eece  w e r e  g i v en  a  b r i e f  qu es t i on na i r e  wi t h  o pen - en ded  q ues t i on s ,  

w h ich  w as  d i s t r i b u ted  o n l i n e  v i a  em ai l  ( s ee  Ap p en d ix  L  fo r  fu r t h e r  

d e t a i l s  r eg a rd in g  the  on l in e  q u es t io nn a i r e ) .  T h e  go a l  o f  t h i s  

q u es t io nn a i r e  was  to  f i nd  o u t  ho w  th e  p o l i c e  r eac t  t o  t h e  r ep o r t s  b y  

s u rv iv or s  o f  T FS V.  A l th ou gh  t h e  s ampl e  o f  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  w as  v e ry  

s m al l ,  i t  w as  ad equa t e  t o  a ch i ev e  th e  re s ea r ch  o b j ec t i v es ,  g i v en  th a t  

p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  f r om  t he  C yb e r c r im e  D ep a r t m en t  a r e  t h e  o n ly  o n es  

d ea l in g  wi th  T FSV  ca s e s  i n  G r eece .  On e  o f  t he  k ey  r es ea r ch  q u es t io ns  

f o r  t h i s  r e s ea r ch  i s  h o w th e  po l i c e  r es po n d  t o  c a se s  o f  T FS V.  T o  

ex p l o r e  h o w t h e  l aw  enf o r cem en t  au tho r i t i e s  r e ac t  t o  su ch  s i t ua t io ns  i n  

G r eece  and  wh a t  meas u re s  t h ey  t ak e  to  co mb at  t h es e  ph en om en a ,  i t  w as  

c r u c i a l  t o  i n cor po ra t e  t h e  p o l i c e ' s  v i ew p o i n t s  i n  t h i s  r esea r ch .  Al l  t he  

p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  w h o  w e r e  app r oach ed  gav e  t he i r  co ns en t  t o  t ak e  pa r t  i n  

t h e  r es ea r ch  an d  r es po nd ed  to  o p en - end ed  qu es t i on s  on  an  on l in e  

s u rv ey  ( fo r  f u r th e r  d e t a i l s  r e l a t ed  t o  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s ’  r e c ru i tm en t ,  s ee  

t h e  m e th od o lo gy  chap t e r  ab ov e ) .  

T h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t he  qu es t i on n a i r e  ( s ee  A pp end i x  L  f o r  fu r th e r  d e t a i l s  

r eg a rd in g  t h e  on l ine  qu es t i on n a i r e )  focu s ed  o n  th e  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s '  

g en e ra l  t r a in i ng  i n  s i t u a t io ns  o f  T FSV.  In  t he  s econ d  p ar t  o f  t h e  

q u es t io nn a i r e ,  t h e  fo cus  was  on  co mmo n  r epo r t s  o f  T FS V su bm i t t ed  t o  

t h e  po l i c e .  F in a l ly ,  f o l l o win g  d es c r i p t i on s  o f  i n c i den t s  o f  T FS V  th a t  

h ad  b een  r epo r t ed ,  t h e  qu es t i on na i re  a l so  i nv es t ig a t ed  th e  s t eps  p o l i c e  

o f f i c e r s  t ake  t o  d ea l  wi t h  t h es e  s i t u a t io ns  as  w e l l  a s  t h e  ch a l l en g es  

t h ey  en co un t e r .  F r om  t he  t h em at i c  an a ly s i s  o f  t h e  d a t a  ob ta i n ed  f r om 
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t h e  r es po ns e s  o f  t he  po l i c e  o f f i ce r s  t o  t h e  o p en - en d ed  q ues t io ns  o f  t h e  

q u es t io nn a i r e ,  t h e  fo l l ow in g  fo u r  t h emes  em erg ed :  a )  Ch a l l eng es  in  

D e f in i n g  t h e  P h en om eno n  and  C a l l  fo r  Sp ec i a l i zed  T r a i n in g ,  b )  

P e r cep t io ns  o f  Su rv iv o rs  b y  P o l i c e  and  Th e i r  Ch a r ac t e r i s t i c s ,  c )  P o l i c e  

R esp ons e s  t o  N on -C on s ens u a l  Sh a r i ng  o f  S exu a l  M a t e r i a l  O n l i n e :  

In s i gh t s  f ro m G r eece ,  an d  d )  C h a l l enges  Faced  b y  P o l i c e  O f f i ce r s .   

( S ee  a l so  T ab l e  8  be l ow )  

 

T ab l e  8  

Th em at i c  Ana ly s i s  o f  Po l i c e  R esp onses  to  TF SV  
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Chal lenges  in Defining  the Phenomenon and a  Cal l  for  

Special ized Training  

D at a  ex t r ac t ed  f r om  t he  b r i e f  o n l i n e  s u rv ey  admi n i s t e r ed  t o  t h e  po l i c e  

r ev ea l s  t h e  p ro b l em at i c  w ay s  i n  w h i ch  T FS V i n c i den t s  a r e  b e in g  

r e f e r r ed  t o  by  th e  G r eek  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  an d  t h e i r  l ack  o f  sp ec i a l i z ed  

t r a i n i ng .   

A t  f i r s t ,  i t  sh ou l d  be  no t ed  th a t  wh en  th e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  as k ed  to  

d e s c r ib e  o v er a l l  t he  ph eno meno n  o f  ΤFS V,  t h ey  u sed  th e  t e r m “ r ev eng e  

p o rn og r aph y”  t o  d es c r i b e  s i t u a t i on s  i n  w h i ch  s exu a l  co n ten t  w as  

d i s t r i b u t ed  wi t ho u t  con s en t .  In  p a r t i cu l a r ,  t h i s  s p ec i f i c  d e f i n i t i on  w as  

u s ed  b y  th e  v as t  ma j o r i t y  o f  t h e  po l i ce  o f f i c e r s  ( 80 % o r  N =1 2  ou t  o f  

1 5 )  w ho  p a r t i c i p a t ed  i n  t h i s  s t ud y .  O n ly  t h e  20 %  ( o r  N =3  o u t  o f  1 5 )  

r e f e r r ed  t o  t h e  ph en om eno n  o f  T FS V w i t ho u t  u s in g  th e  t e r m “ r eveng e  

p o rn og r aph y . ”  In  fa c t ,  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  t e r m “ r eveng e  p o rno g r ap hy , ”  t h ey  

u s ed  t h e  t e rm  “b r each  o f  p e r s on a l  da t a . ”  

A s  d i s cu ss ed  ea r l i e r  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  ( fo r  f u r th e r  d e t a i l s ,  s e e  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  

r ev i ew  ch ap t e r ) ,  t he  r e l ev an t  l i t e ra tu re  po in t s  ou t  t h a t  t he  t e r m 

“ r ev en g e  po r no g raph y ”  i s  r e s t r i c t i v e  in  de s c r ib in g  t h e  phen om eno n  o f  

T FS V,  and  s ho u l d  b e  av o i ded  ( s ee ,  f o r  ex amp l e ,  C i t r on  an d  Fr ank s ,  

2 0 14 ;  B a t es ,  2 01 7) .  A ccor d i ng  to  M add o ck s  ( 20 18 ) ,  fo r  ex ampl e ,  

“ r ev en g e  po r no g raph y ”  i s  a  v i c t i m - b l am in g  t e rm  t h a t  pu t s  t h e  p ub l i c  

an d  go v e rnm en t  p o l i c i es  a t  r i sk  o f  b e in g  mi s in f o r m ed .  For  i n s t an ce ,  

f r ami ng  th e  i s su e  p r im a r i ly  as  a  fo rm  o f  r ev en g e  may  l e ad  t o  a  n a r ro w 

f o cus  o n  t h e  mot ive  b eh in d  sh a r in g  exp l i c i t  co n t en t ,  p o t en t i a l l y  
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o v e r lo o k in g  o t he r  as p ec t s  o f  t he  c r im e ,  s u ch  as  n on - co ns en su a l  

d i s t r i b u t i on ,  h a r a s sm en t ,  an d  th e  v i o l a t io n  o f  p r i v acy  ( f o r  f u r th e r  

d e t a i l s ,  s e e  t h e  l i t e r a tu r e  r ev i ew ch ap te r  abo ve ) .  

T h e  us e  o f  t h i s  p rob l em at i c  t e rm  b y  t he  G r eek  p o l i c e  i s  co n ce rn i ng ,  bu t  

a t  t h e  s am e  t i m e  i t  i s  un su rp r i s i ng ;  a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  t e rm  “ r ev eng e  

p o rn og r aph y”  i s  wid e ly  u s ed  to  d e s c r ib e  i n c id en t s  o f  n on - co ns ensu a l  

d i s t r i b u t i on  o f  s exu a l  m a t e r i a l  by  t h e  m ed i a  bo th  in  Gr eece  and  in  o th e r  

co un t r i es  ( s ee ,  f o r  ex ampl e ,  Vo uk e l a to u ,  20 2 1 ;  Kaz i s ,  202 2 ;  R ack h am,  

2 0 22 ) .   

T h e  ph eno m en on  o f  T FS V  i s  n o t  t h e  on ly  o n e  t h e  po l i c e  h av e  a  h a rd  

t im e  d ef in in g .  A no t h er  ex ampl e  i s  t h e  t e r m “cyb e r c r im e .”  Fo r  ex amp l e ,  

H ad l in g to n  e t  a l . ’ s  ( 2 02 1 )  s tu dy  o n  16  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  UK  

i nd ica t ed  th a t  a l t hou g h  pa r t i c ip an t s  a t t em pt ed  t o  g iv e  co nc r e t e  

ex p l ana t i ons  o f  wha t  cy be r c r i me  i s  and  wh a t  i t  en t a i l s ,  i t  w as  c l ea r  t h a t  

t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a  s i gn i f i c an t  d eg r ee  o f  mi su nd e rs t an d in g  on  w h a t  i s  

i n t en d ed  b y  o r  i n c lu d ed  i n  t h e  w or d .  C yb e r c r im e  h ad  b een  d e s c r ib ed  by  

t h em a s  b e in g  “v as t , ”  “ amb ig uo us , ”  a nd  “v agu e”  ( H ad l i ng t on  e t  a l . ,  

2 0 21 ) .  Giv en  th a t  i n c id en t s  o f  T FS V  fa l l  w i t h i n  t h e  con t ex t  o f  

cy b e rc r im e ,  t he  au th o r i t i e s  s eem to  face  a  g ene r a l  d i f f i cu l ty  w h en  i t  

co m es  to  g r as p i ng  th e  v a r i ou s  w ay s  in  w h ich  t echn o l og y  can  b e  u s ed  to  

f a c i l i t a t e  s ex u a l  v io l en ce .  Th i s  l a ck  o f  aw a r en es s  c an  h ind e r  t h e i r  

e f f o r t s  t o  r e co gn i ze  and  com b at  t h e s e  f o rms  o f  cy be r c r im e  e f f ec t iv e l y .   

P o l i c e  o f f i c e r s ’  ab i l i t y  t o  add r es s  an d  p r ev en t  T FSV  m ay  b e  h in d er ed  

w h en  t h ey  l a ck  com p reh en s i ve  t r a i n in g  to  r ecog n i ze  v a r i ou s  f o r ms  o f  
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T FS V beyo nd  n a r row  d ef in i t i on s ,  su ch  a s  t h e  n on - co ns ensu a l  

d i s t r i b u t i on  o f  s exu a l  m a t e r i a l  by  fo rm er  r om an t i c  p a r tne r s .  Th i s  

l imi t a t io n  in  t h e i r  t r a in in g  can  hav e  s ig n i f i c an t  im pl i ca t io ns  fo r  t h e  

p r os ecu t i on  r a t e s  i n  T FS V cas e s .  Fo r  i n s t an ce ,  H en ry  and  P ow e l l  

( 2 01 7 )  no t ed  th a t  t h e  t e rm  “ r ev en g e  po r no g r ap hy ”  h as  p l ay ed  a  c r u c i a l  

r o l e  i n  sh ap in g  bo th  g lo b a l  l eg i s l a t i o n  and  p o l i c e  re sp on se s  t o  

s u rv iv or s  o f  T FS V.  T o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  po in t ,  con s i d er  t h e  da t a  f r om th e  

U n i t ed  K in gd om:  Be t w een  A p r i l  an d  Decemb er  2 01 5 ,  t h e re  w e r e  1 , 16 0  

ca s e s  o f  T FSV  r ep or t ed  t o  U K po l i c e  dep a r t m en t s .  H o w eve r ,  o n l y  11 % 

o f  t he s e  ca se s  r es u l t ed  i n  p ro s ecu t io ns ,  i nd i ca t in g  con s i s t en t ly  l ow  

co nv i c t i on  r a t es  i n  T FS V cas e s .  T h es e  f i nd i ng s  a r e  con s i s t en t  wi th  

r e s ea r ch  b y  o th e r  acad em i cs ,  a s  h ig h l ig h t ed  by  Co ok  (2 015 ) .  Th es e  l o w 

co nv i c t i on  r a t es  m ay  be  a t t r i bu t ed  to  tw o  m ai n  f ac t o r s :  f i r s t ,  t o  t he  l aw 

en f o rcemen t ’ s  l imi t ed  awar eness  o f  t h e  r e l ev an t  l eg i s l a t i on  r e l a t ed  t o  

T FS V,  and  s econ d ,  t o  t h e i r  l a ck  o f  expe r t i s e  i n  e f f ec t i v e ly  hand l in g  

s u ch  cas es .  In  es s en ce ,  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  ad equ a t e ly  t r a in  and  eq u i p  l aw  

en f o rcemen t  ag en t s  t o  d ea l  wi t h  t h e  b ro ad e r  sp ec t ru m of  T FS V  cas e s  

c an  co n t r i bu t e  t o  t h e  p e r s i s t en t  ch a l l en g e  o f  s ecu r i ng  conv i c t i on s  i n  

c a s e s  i nv o l v in g  “ r ev eng e  p o rn og r ap hy ”  and  s imi l a r  o f f enc e s .  

T h e  cu r r en t  r e s ea r ch  h ig h l i gh t s  t h e  s i gn i f i c an ce  o f  sp ec i f i c  t e r min o l og y  

i n  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s ’  r e co gn i t i o n  and  r esp o ns e  to  v a r i ou s  fo r m s  o f  T FSV  

b as ed  o n  th e i r  t r a in i ng .  O n ly  6 .6 %  o f  su r v ey ed  o f f i c e r s  r ep o r t ed  

r ece iv in g  t r a i n i ng  fo r  i nv es t ig a t in g  in c i d en t s  o f  “ r ev eng e  p o rn og r aph y ”  

b o t h  do mes t i c a l ly  an d  in t e r n a t i on a l ly .  H o w ev e r ,  t h i s  s p ec i a l i z ed  

t r a i n i ng  add r e s s ed  ca s e s  i nv o l v in g  ex c l us i v e l y  no n -con s en su a l  
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d i s t r i b u t i on  o f  i n t im at e  m at e r i a l  b y  f o r m er  adu l t  r om an t i c  p a r tn e r s ,  

o v e r lo o k in g  o t he r  T FS V s cen ar io s  l i ke  accou n t  h ack i ng  an d  th e  s ha r i ng  

o f  s ens i t i v e  co n t en t  amo ng  u n de r age  s t ud en t s .  

T h es e  f in d i ng s  a r e  co ns i s t en t  w i th  p r ev io us  re s ea r ch .  Fo r  ex am pl e ,  a  

s tu dy  amo ng  4 90  l aw  enf o r cem en t  o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  M i ch i g an  

( H in du j a ,  2 00 4)  a l so  h ig h l i gh t ed  a  p e rce i ved  l a ck  o f  sp ec i a l i z ed  

t r a i n i ng  o pp or tu n i t i e s  i n  d ea l i ng  w i t h  cy b e rc r im e .  S im i l a r l y ,  a  r e cen t  

n a t io n a l  o n l i n e  su rv ey  in  E ng land  an d  Wa le s  con du c t ed  by  B on d  and  

T y r r e l l  ( 20 21 )  s ug ges t ed  th a t  9 4 . 7 % o f  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  and  s t a f f  a rg u ed  

t h ey  h ad  no t  r ece ived  an y  o f f i c i a l  t r a in in g  on  h o w t o  h and l e  

i nv es t i g a t i on s  i n t o  “ r ev en g e  po r no g raph y .”  Fur th e rm or e ,  Wi l so n ,  

C r oss ,  and  Po w el l ’ s  r es ea r ch  in  2 02 2  f o un d  th a t  o n l y  50%  o f  po l i ce  

o f f i c e r s  (N   =   42 2 )  i n  Au s t r a l i a  r epo r t ed  r ece iv in g  an y  t r a i n i ng  o n  

cy b e rc r im e ,  an d  even  l es s  s a i d  t h ey  h ad  ob t a i n ed  i ns t r u c t io n  o n  ho w to  

h and l e  d ig i t a l  c r ime  s cen es  an d  r ece i ve  and  ad dr e s s  i nc iden t  r ep o r t s .  

S i mi l a r l y ,  t he  7 3 . 3%  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p an t s  i n  t h e  cu r r en t  s tu d y  ( N =1 1  ou t  

o f  1 5 )  a l so  m en t io ned  t h a t  ev en  th ou gh  th ey  h av e  d ea l t  wi t h  nu mer ou s  

ca s e s  o f  “ rev en g e  po r no g r ap hy ,”  t h ey  n ev e r  r e ce iv ed  sp ec i a l i zed  

t r a i n i ng  in  h and l ing  an d  d ea l i ng  wi t h  t h em.  As  s om e o f  t h em exp l a in ed :  

I  h av e  s pen t  t h e  l a s t  1 2  y ear s  w or k i ng  f o r  t h e  C yb e r c r im e  

P ro s ecu t io n  Di v i s io n  a s  a  Po l i c e  O f f i c e r  I I  [ S p ec i a l  D u t i e s ] .  I  

h av e  d ea l t  w i th  d o zen s  o f  c as e s  i nv o l v i ng  rev en g e  po r n .  B u t  I  

n ev e r  r e ce iv ed  any  r e l ev an t  t r a in in g  on  t h e  su b j ec t .  ( Male  po l i c e  

o f f i c er ,  41  y ea rs  o ld )  

I  w o r k  in  t h e  C yb e rc r im e  P ro secu t i on  D i v i s io n ,  b u t  I  h aven ’ t  

g o t t en  any  s p ec i a l i z ed  t r a i n in g .  We o cca s i on a l ly  en cou n te r  

r ev eng e  po r n  in c i den t s .  ( Ma le  p o l i c e  o f f i c er ,  35  y ea rs  o ld )  
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Wh en  qu es t i on ed  i f  t h ey  h ad  any  s p ec i a l i z ed  t r a in i ng  t o  dea l  w i th  c as es  

o f  T FSV ,  th r ee  po l i c e  o f f i ce r s  ou t  o f  f i f t e en  ( N =1 5)  r es po n ded  

a f f i rm at i v e l y .  H owev e r ,  t h ey  c l a r i f i ed  in  t he i r  r es po ns e  th a t  t h e  

t r a i n i ng  th ey  r ece iv ed  cov e r ed  a  wi d er  r ang e  o f  t o p i cs ,  i n c lu d in g  

p e r so n a l  d a t a  p ro t ec t i on  i n  g en e r a l  and ,  i n  p a r t i cu l a r ,  t h e  l eg a l  

p r o t ec t i on s  f o r  s i t ua t i on s  w h en  th e r e  ha s  b een  a  b r each  o f  p e r s on a l  

d a t a .  H o wev e r ,  i t  was  n o t  s t a t ed  w h e the r  t h ey  h ad  h ad  an y  p a r t i cu l a r  

t r a i n i ng  o n  ho w to  d ea l  wi t h  su r v iv o rs  o f  T FS V.  

A s  o n e  o f  t h em no ted  ch a r ac t e r i s t i c a l ly :  

I  w o r k  in  t h e  C yb e r  C r im e  P r os ecu t i on  D iv i s i on  f o r  t h e  Gr eek  

P o l i c e  and  h av e  wor k ed  t h e r e  fo r  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  yea r s .  A lon g  w i th  

t h e  G en e r a l  R eg u l a t io n  o f  P e rs on a l  Da t a  an d  i t s  p ro t ec t i on  on  th e  

i n t e rn e t ,  I  h av e  r ece i v ed  t r a in in g  i n  dea l i ng  wi t h  cyb e r c r i me .  

( Mal e  p o l i c e  o f f i c er ,  4 2  y ea rs  o ld )   

A s  a  co n c l us i on ,  we  w ou l d  a r gu e  th a t  t h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  G r eek  cy b er c r i m e  

p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h i s  s t ud y  ( 93 .4 % )  had  n ev er  b een  g i ven  s p ec i f i c  

i n s t r u c t i on s  r eg a r d i ng  wh a t  t h e  p h en om eno n  o f  T FS V i s  an d  ho w  to  

h and l e  r e l ev an t  ca se s .  Mo r eo v e r ,  b y  us in g  th e  t e r m “ r ev en g e  

p o rn og r aph y , ”  w h ich  m ay  po t en t i a l l y  r ed u ce  t h e  se r io us nes s  o f  t h es e  

c r im es  t o  a  s i mp l i f i ed  “s co rn ed  ex - boy f r i end ”  n a r r a t i v e ,  t h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  

t h e  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  ( N =  1 2  ou t  o f  15 ,  o r  80 % )  in  t he  cu r r en t  r es ea r ch  

t end  to  f a i l  t o  co ns i d er  t h e  v a r io us  d im ens i on s  o f  t h e  T FS V 

p h en om eno n ,  s ug ges t in g  th a t  p e r p e t r a to r s  mig h t  p r im a r i ly  b e  mot iv a t ed  

b y  p e rs on a l  v eng ean ce  an d  t h a t  s u r v i vo r s  cou l d  b e  s een  as  p l ay i ng  a  

r o l e  i n  i n c i t i n g  p e rp e t r a to r s  t o  seek  r ev eng e .  Gi v en  t he  f in d i ng s  o f  a  

r e s ea r ch  o n  t h e  c r im e  o f  r ap e  ( s ee ,  fo r  ex amp l e ,  S l ea t h  an d  Bu l l ,  2 01 2 ;  
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D ar wi nk e l  e t  a l .  2 01 3 ) ,  wh i ch  su gg es t  t h a t  sp ec i a l i z ed  t r a i n i ng  

p r og r am s  f o r  l aw en f o r cem en t  o f f i c e r s  c an  l e ad  to  mo r e  po s i t i v e  

a t t i t ud es  t ow ar ds  rap e  s u rv i vo r s ,  d ec rea s ed  accep t an ce  o f  r ape  m yth s ,  

an d  imp r ov ed  r es pon s es  t o  i n c i den t s  o f  s ex u a l  v i o l en ce ,  i t  i s  c r i t i c a l  t o  

em ph as i ze  t h e  s ig n i f i c an ce  o f  p o l i c e  t r a in in g  f o r  T FSV  as  w e l l .  In  a  

s tu dy  b y  M cK ee ,  Mu e l l e r - Jo hn so n ,  an d  S t r an g  (2 02 0 ) ,  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  

w h o  p ar t i c i p a t ed  i n  a  t r a i n in g  p ro g ram in  t he  UK  ex h i b i t ed  m o re  

p os i t i v e  a t t i t ud es  t o w ard  b o t h  ma l e  and  f em al e  r ap e  su rv iv o rs  com p a r ed  

t o  t h os e  w ho  d i dn ’ t  r e ce i v e  r e l evan t  t r a i n in g .  Th i s  p ro gr am  n o t  o n ly  

i n f lu en ced  h ow  o f f i c e r s  ev a l u a t ed  t h e  c r ed i b i l i t y  o f  s u rv iv o rs ,  bu t  a l so  

t h e i r  a ccep t an ce  o f  r ap e  m yt hs .  A  s imi l a r  s t ud y  con du c ted  i n  t h e  U n i t ed  

S t a t e s  (P ag e ,  2 00 7)  i n vo lv ed  8 9 1  po l i ce  o f f i c e r s  and  fo und  t h a t  

ch a l l en g i ng  r ap e  my th s  cou l d  b e  ach i ev ed  th r ou gh  b e t t e r  ed u ca t i on  an d  

ex p e r i en ce  in  r ap e  i nv es t i g a t i on s  am on g  o f f i c e r s .  Th es e  f i nd i ng s  

s ug g es t  t h e  n eed  f o r  f u r th e r  r e sea r ch  to  as s es s  t h e  i mp ac t  o f  

s p ec i a l i z ed  t r a in i ng  p r og r am s  on  l aw en f o rcemen t ’ s  a t t i t u d es  an d  

r e s po ns es  t o  T FS V i n c id en t s .  

 

Perceptions  o f  Survivors  by Pol ice  and their  Characteris t i cs  

 

B ased  on  t h e  cas e s  o f  T FSV  t h a t  t h ey  h av e  b een  ca l l ed  up o n  t o  h an d l e  

t hu s  f a r  i n  t h e i r  c a ree r s ,  t h e  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  p a r t i c ip a t in g  i n  t h i s  

r e s ea r ch  w e r e  a sk ed  i f  t h e r e  a r e  any  s i mi l a r  t r a i t s  am on g  th e  s u r v i vo rs .  

A l l  f i f t e en  p o l i c e  (1 0 0% )  o f f i c e r s  w ho  p a r t i c i p a t ed  i n  t h i s  r es ea r ch ,  

w h en  as k ed  t o  d es c r i be  t h e  p r o f i l e  o f  t h e  s u rv i vo r s ,  r e f e r red  o n l y  t o  t h e  



173 
 

g end e r  o f  t h e  s u r v iv o r  s ay i ng  t h a t  mos t  o f  t h em w er e  w om en .  O n l y  

2 6 .6 % o f  t h em  ( Ν = 4  o u t  o f  15 )  g av e  m o re  d e s c r ip t io ns  in  r e l a t i on  t o  

t h e  su rv iv o r ’ s  p ro f i l e  b y  e i th e r  comm en t i ng  o n  t h e  su r v ivo r ’ s  s o c i a l  

p r o f i l e  o r  d es c r i b ing  t h e  su rv iv o r ’ s  b eh av i ou r  a s  n a iv e  o r  r i s ky .  

A s  th ey  no t ed  r e l a t ed  t o  t h e  su r v iv o r ’ s  g end e r :  

M os t  o f  t h e  v i c t i ms  a r e  w om en ,  o f t en  y o un g  l ad i es ,  w ho  h av e  

p l a in ly  fa l l en  p r ey  t o  em ot io na l  b l ackm ai l an d  h av e  b een  l u red .  

( Mal e  p o l i c e  o f f i c er ,  3 5  y ea rs  o ld )  

T h ey  a r e  m a in l y  you n g  wo men .  (F em al e  po l i c e  o f f i c er ,  39  yea rs  

o ld )  

A p ar t  f r om  th e  g end e r  an d  ag e  o f  t h e  s u rv iv or s ,  t he  p o l i ce  r e sp on den t s  

d id  n o t  p ro v i d e  an y  f u r th e r  i n f o rm at i on  t o  d es c r i be  t h e  p ro f i l e  o f  t h e  

s u rv iv or s  o f  T FS V.  O nl y  on e  po l i c e  o f f i c e r  r ep o r t ed  t h a t  w o men  w ho se  

s exu a l  m at e r i a l  i s  p u b l i sh ed  o n l i n e  wi th ou t  t h e i r  cons en t  a r e  u su a l l y  

m a r r i ed  an d / o r  wom en  wh o  a r e  w id e ly  r eco gn i zed ,  i n f luen t i a l ,  and  

p r omi n en t  i n  t h e i r  r e s p ec t iv e  f i e l ds  o r  i n  p ub l i c  l i f e .  T h es e  wom en  

o f t en  h av e  a  s ig n i f i c an t  p r e s en ce  in  t he  m ed i a  an d  a r e  w e l l - kn o wn  to  

t h e  g en e r a l  pu b l i c .  T h ey  m ay  h av e  ach i ev ed  s ucce ss  and  v i s ib i l i t y  i n  

a r ea s  su ch  a s  po l i t i c s ,  en t e r t a i nm en t ,  b us in e ss ,  s po r t s ,  a cad emi a ,  

a c t i v i sm,  o r  o t h e r  f i e l ds .  

U s u a l l y ,  t h e  p e r pe t r a to r s  cho os e  m ar r i ed  wom en  o f  h ig h  so c i a l  o r  

e co no mi c  s t an d i ng  t o  hu mi l i a t e  t h em by  pos t i ng  th e i r  s exu a l  

m at e r i a l .  ( F em a le  p o l i c e  o f f i c er ,  3 9  y ea rs  o ld )  

T w o po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  w ho  t oo k  pa r t  i n  t h e  s tu dy  a l s o  men t io n ed  t h e  

s u rv iv or s ’  t yp i ca l  p e r so n a l i t y  t r a i t s .  B y  cha r ac t e r i s i ng  su r v i vo rs  as  
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“ f o o l i sh ,  vu ln e r ab le  p r ey ,”  t h ey  r e in fo r ce  v i c t im  b l aming  m yt hs .  Th e  

d e s c r ib ed  su rv iv o rs  i n  t he  fo l lo wi ng  way :  

T h es e  a r e  o f t en  f oo l i sh  i nd iv i du a l s  w ho  a r e  e as i ly  l u r ed  an d  t ru s t  

t h e  w ro ng  p eop l e  wi th  t h e i r  s ens i t i v e  d a t a .  ( Mal e  po l i ce  o f f i c er ,  

4 1  y ea rs  o ld )  

T h ey  a r e  peop l e  who  s ho w  ex ces s iv e  t ru s t  i n  t h e i r  p a r tn e r  an d  

s om et im es  i ns ecu r i t y .  (Mal e  po l i c e  o f f i c er ,  3 7  y ea rs  o ld )  

A  po l i c e  o f f i c e r  even  ch a r ac t e r i z ed  t he  b eh av io u r  o f  T FSV  v i c t i ms  as  

r i sk y .  Α s  h e  m en t i on ed :  

T h es e  i nd i v i du a l s  a r e  p a r t i c i p a t i ng  in  d ang e r ou s  s exu a l  co n du c t  

b y  l e t t i n g  t h e i r  p a r t n e r s  t ak e  th e se  k ind s  o f  p i c t u re s  o r  f i l ms .  

( Mal e  p o l i c e  o f f i c er ,  4 5  y ea rs  o ld )  

Wh i l e  t h e  m aj o r i t y  o f  p a r t i c ip an t s  i n  t h e  cu r r en t  r es ea r ch  ( 53 .4 % )  d i d  

n o t  p r ov i d e  sp ec i f i c  d e t a i l s  abo u t  t h e  s u rv iv or s ’  p r o f i l e s ,  t h e  f i n d i ng s  

can  s t i l l  co n t r i bu t e  t o  t he  l imi t ed  ex i s t i n g  kn ow led ge  r ega r d i ng  v i c t i m -

b l ami ng  w i t h in  l aw en fo r cem en t .  A dd i t i o na l l y ,  t h e  f i n d i ng s  o f  t h e  

cu r r en t  r es ea r ch  a l ig n  w i th  an d  su pp or t  p r ev io us  repo r t s  o f  v i c t im -

b l ami ng  i n  c as e s  o f  T FS V ,  s u ch  as  s t ud i es  b y  B o t h aml ey  an d  Tu l l y  

( 2 01 8 )  and  S co t t  an d  G av in  (2 01 8 ) .  Th es e  r ep o r t s  s ug g es t  t ha t  wh i l e  

T FS V i s  i n c r eas i ng l y  r eco gn i ze d  a s  a  s e r i ou s  o f f en c e  amo n g  t h e  

g en e ra l  pu b l i c ,  i n d i v i du a l s  wh o  h av e  n o t  en g ag ed  i n  s ex t i ng  m ay  b e  

m o re  l i k e l y  to  b l am e  th e  v i c t im .  

T h i s  ph eno meno n  m i r r o r s  w h a t  f em in i s t  c r i mi no l og y ,  a s  ex empl i f i ed  b y  

G e l s th o r p e  and  M or r i s  (1 99 0) ,  and  p r io r  r es ea rch  on  r ap e  ca s es ,  l i k e  

Fe r r o  an d  Go n ça lv es  (2 01 5 ) ,  h av e  em ph as i zed :  t h e  p e r s i s t en ce  o f  my ths  

an d  s t e r eo t yp es  abo u t  wh a t  co ns t i t u t es  a  “ t r u e  r ap e ”  an d  w h o  qu a l i f i e s  
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a s  a  “ r ea l ”  o r  “ genu in e ”  v i c t im  s i gn i f i c an t l y  i n f l uen ces  h o w so c i e ty  

p e r ce i v es  v i c t im s  (R and a l l ,  2 01 0) .  The  n a r r a t iv e s  su r ro un d i ng  

co nv en t i on a l  f emi n i n i t y ,  wh i ch  a r e  used  t o  a s s es s  r ap e  v i c t i ms ,  m ay  

a l so  b e  app l i ed  when  j ud g in g  T FS V  v ic t i ms .  S p ec i f i c a l l y ,  i t  c an  b e  

a r g u ed  th a t  s h a r in g  o r  con s en t in g  t o  t he  c r ea t i on  o f  i n t ima t e  p ho t os  

ch a l l en g es  so c i a l l y  im po sed  r e s t r i c t i on s  on  f em al e  i n t eg r i t y .  

R ega r d l es s  o f  t h e  c i r cu ms t an ces  s u r r ou n d in g  th e  c r ea t io n  o f  t h es e  

p r iv a t e  p ho t og r aphs  o r  t he  s u rv i vo r s ’  p e r ce i v ed  r o l e  i n  t h e i r  c r ea t i on ,  

w o men  w ho se  i n t im at e  im ag es  a r e  c i rcu l a t ed  m ay  f i nd  them se lv e s  

s t i g m at i zed  an d  no  l on g er  co ns id e r ed  p u r e  o r  r es p ec t ab l e .  

T h i s  p e r sp ec t iv e  i s  i n  l i n e  wi th  R i ng ro s e  e t  a l . ’ s  ( 20 13 )  r e s ea r ch  o n  

“ T een  g i r l s ,  s ex u a l  d ou b l e  s t an d ar ds ,  an d  s ex t in g , ”  w h i ch  de lv e s  i n t o  

t h e  g en de r ed  dy n am ics  o f  d ig i t a l  im ag e  ex ch an ge  am on g  ado l es cen t  

g i r l s .  A cco r d in g  to  R in g ro s e  e t  a l . ,  soc i e t a l  no rm s  o f t en  s ub j ec t  yo un g  

w o men  to  s exu a l  do u b l e  s t an d ar ds ,  wh e r e  th e i r  a c t i on s  an d  cho i ce s  a r e  

s ub j ec t ed  to  m o re  s t r i ng en t  s c ru t in y  an d  ju dg ment  t han  th os e  o f  t h e i r  

m al e  co un te r p ar t s .  In  t h i s  co n t ex t ,  r ega r d l e s s  o f  h ow  t he i r  p r iv a t e  

p h o to g r ap hs  w e r e  ob t a in ed  o r  t h e i r  i n vo lv em en t  i n  t h e i r  c r ea t i on ,  

w o men  w ho se  i n t im at e  im ag es  a r e  c i rcu l a t ed  m ay  f ace  ha r s h  j ud gm ent s .  

T h es e  s o c i e t a l  a t t i t u d es  co u l d  a l so  h e lp  ex p l a i n  w hy  th e  m aj o r i t y  o f  

T FS V s u rv iv or s  i n  o u r  s t ud y  a r e  h es i t an t  t o  d i s c lo s e  su ch  cas e s  ( fo r  

f u r t h e r  i n s ig h t s  i n to  t h e  b a r r i e r s  f a ced  b y  s u rv iv or s  i n  r ep o r t i ng  T FSV ,  

p l eas e  r e f e r  t o  t h e  s ec t io n  t i t l ed  “ Un de r s t and in g  S u rv i vor s ’  H es i t a t i o n  

i n  R epo r t in g  T FS V”  b e l ow )  
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Pol ice  Responses  to  Non -Consensual  Sharing of  Sexual  

Material  Onl ine  

T h e  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  i n vo lv ed  i n  t h e  cu r r en t  r e s ea r ch  w e r e  a sk ed  wh a t  

p r o ced ur e s  t h ey  fo l l o w on ce  a  s u r v i vor  r epo r t s  t o  t h em  t ha t  t h e i r  s exu a l  

m at e r i a l  h as  b een  pu b l i s hed  on l in e  wi th o u t  t h e i r  con s en t .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  

t h ey  m ad e  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  “ r ev eng e  p or nog r ap h y ”  i s  r ega r d ed  as  a  pu b l i c l y  

p r os ecu t ed  o f f en ce  i n  G r eece  ( s ee  th e  L i t e r a t u r e  R ev i ew  ch ap t e r  f o r  

f u r t h e r  de t a i l s  r e l a t ed  t o  t h e  l eg a l  an d  cu l tu r a l  b ackg r ou nd  o f  Gr eece ) ,  

m ean in g  th a t  i t  i s  pu n i sh ed  r eg a r d l es s  o f  wh e t h er  t h e  su rv i vo r  l o dg es  a  

co mpl a in t ,  o r  wh e th e r  a  t h i rd  p a r t y  b r i ng s  a  ca s e  aga in s t  an  

u n i d en t i f i ed  i nd i v id u a l .   

In  t h i s  co n t ex t ,  t h e  8 0%  (N =  1 2  ou t  o f  1 5 )  o f  t h e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  

p a r t i c ip a t in g  in  t h i s  s tu dy  r e sp on d ed  b y  h i gh l ig h t i ng  t h e  w ay  i n  w h i ch  

s u rv iv or s  comm i t t ed  t h e i r  comp l a in t  fo r m s  to  t he  au th or i t i e s .  

S p ec i f i c a l l y ,  t h ey  em ph as i z ed  w h a t  t h e  app r op r i a t e  s t eps  t h a t  t h e  

s u rv iv or  m us t  fo l low  a r e  i n  o rd e r  f o r  h i s / h e r  comp l a in t  t o  be  

co ns id e r ed  v a l id .  Acco r d in g  to  t h e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  i n vo lv ed  i n  t h i s  

i nv es t i g a t i on ,  a  com pl a i n t  c an  on ly  be  t ak en  s e r i ou s l y  i f  t h e  s u r v i vo r  i s  

ab l e  t o  p ro v i d e  t h e  au th or i t i e s  wi t h  n ece s s a r y  ev i den ce ,  su ch  a s  

s c r een sh o t s  o f  t h e  n o n - con s ens u a l l y  pu b l i s hed  s ex u a l  m at e r i a l  an d  th e  

p r ec i s e  em a i l  add r es s es  an d /o r  U RL  add r e s s es  wh e r e  t h e  sex u a l  

m at e r i a l  w as  p os t ed .  Α s  t h ey  n o t ed  s pec i f i c a l ly :  

T h e  v i c t im  n eed s  to  s ub mi t  a  po l i c e  co mp la in t  t og e th e r  w i t h  t h e  

p r e s en t a t io n  o f  t h e  d i s pu ted  con ten t  and  t h e  sp ec i f i c  w ebs i t e s  

w h e r e  i t  h as  b een  up lo ad ed  ( sp ec i f i c  UR L )  i n  o rd e r  t o  i n i t i a t e  a  
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c r im in a l  i nv es t ig a t i on  o f  s uch  in c i d en t s  aga in s t  an  un id en t i f i ed  

o f f end e r .  O n l y  in  su ch  ca se s  i s  t h e  com pl a i n t  con s i d er ed  v a l i d .  

( Mal e  p o l i c e  o f f i c er ,  3 7  y ea rs  o ld )  

T h e  com pl a i n an t - v i c t i m  s e r v es  u s  wi t h  a  r eq ues t  an d  p r ov i d es  u s  

w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e  ev iden ce  r eg a rd i ng  t h e  a l l eg ed  v io l a t io n  (p r in t s  o f  

t h e  sn apsh o t s ,  u p load ed  w eb  p ag es ,  e t c . )  T h e  comp l a in t  i s  o n l y  

s en t  t o  t h e  p r os ecu t o r  on ce  w e  h av e  ca r e f u l l y  an a l ys ed  th e  

av a i l ab l e  ev id ence  an d  d e t e rmi n ed  t ha t  i t  i s  va l i d .  ( Mal e  p o l i c e  

o f f i c er ,  41  y ea rs  o ld )  

P ow e l l  and  H en ry s ’  f i n d in gs  (2 01 8)  d em on s t r a t ed  a  s im i l a r  p r ac t i c e  

w h ich  th e  A us t r a l i an  au th o r i t i e s  fo l l ow  f o r  co l l e c t i ng  ev i d en ce  f o r  

T FS V i n c i den t s .  In  p a r t i cu l a r ,  p o l i c e  i n t e r v i ew ees  in  P owe l l  an d  

H en ry s ’  s tu dy  (2 018 )  m en t i on ed  t h a t ,  g iv en  t h a t  i t  i s  co s t l y  and  t i me  

co ns umi ng  fo r  t h em  t o  ge t  i n fo rm a t ion  ou t  o f  s om e o f  t ho s e  in t e r ne t  

s e r v i ce  p r o v id e rs ,  t h ey  us u a l l y  a sk  th e  v i c t im  to  p r ov i d e  th em wi t h  

ev id ence  an d  no t  t o  d e l e t e  an y  o f  t h em.   

O n ly  th e  1 3 . 3 % ( N=2  o u t  o f  1 5 )  o f  t he  po l i c e  o f f i ce r s  spo k e  abo u t  

t ak in g  do w n con t en t  t ha t  w as  p ub l i s h ed  on l in e  wi th ou t  t he  v i c t im ’s  

co ns en t .  Th ey  m ade  th e  p o in t  t h a t  t h e  su r v i vo r  sh ou ld  g e t  i n  t ou ch  wi th  

t h e  ow n e rs  o f  any  w eb s i t es  t h a t  a r e  ho s t i n g  t h e i r  s ex ua l  co n t en t  

w i t ho u t  t h e i r  co ns en t  i n  o rd e r  t o  g e t  i t  r em ov ed  f r om th e  i n t e rn e t .  

Α s  th e  t wo  o f f i c e r s  r e f l e c t ed :  

I f  t h e  a l l eg ed  co n t en t  h as  b een  p ub l i s hed  o n l i n e ,  we  en cou r ag e  

t h e  v i c t i m  to  g e t  i n  t o u ch  w i th  t h e  pu b l i sh in g  w eb s i t e s  t o  g e t  i t  

‘ r emo v ed  im medi a t e l y . ’  ( Mal e  p o l i c e  o f f i c er ,  45  y ea rs  o ld )  

We adv i s e  t h e  v i c t im  t o  ge t  i n  t o u ch  wi th  th e  w ebs i t es  t o  g e t  t h e  

co n t en t  t ak en  d o wn.  Th e  m at e r i a l  i s  o f t en  r em ov ed  r i gh t  aw ay .  

( F em al e  p o l i c e  o f f i c er ,  3 9  y ea rs  o ld )  
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T h e  n eed  fo r  g r ea t e r  i n fo r ma t io n  p ro v id ed  by  t h e  su rv iv ors  an d  f o r  

t h e i r  a s s i s t an ce  in  t h e  p r o ces s  o f  g a the r in g  ev i d en ce  w as  a l s o  

d emo ns t r a t ed  by  ano th e r  s t ud y  ( Hu b er ,  2 02 3) ,  w h i ch  t oo k  p l ace  i n  t h e  

U K  am on g  wo m en  v i c t i ms  ( n =1 7)  o f  im ag e - b as ed  sexu a l  ab us e  ( IBSA ) ,  

s t ak eh o l d er s  ( wh o  h av e  p ro f es s io n a l  ex p e r i en ce  w o r k i ng  w i t h  v i c t ims  

o f  IBS A,  th a t  i s ,  o rg an i sa t i on  s t a f f  and  l awy e r s ;  n =6 ) ,  and  c r im in a l  

j u s t i c e  s t a f f  (n =5 ;  f o u r  po l i ce  o f f i c e r s  and  o n e  c r ow n  p ros ecu to r ) .  

O n  t he  o th e r  h an d ,  w h en  ev id en ce  i s  p r o v i ded  to  t he  p o l i c e  by  t he  

v i c t i m ,  2 0%  o f  t h e  p a r t i c ip an t s  ( N=  3  o u t  o f  1 5 )  fo cus ed  o n  th e  

i nv es t i g a t i on  o f  t h e  c r i m e  and  th e  m eas u r es  t ak en  t o  i d en t i f y  t h e  

o f f end e r  i n  an  a t t em pt  t o  ex p l a i n  th e  m et ho ds  t h ey  u se  to  co p e  wi th  th e  

p h en om ena  o f  T FSV .  In  p a r t i cu l a r ,  t hey  d e s c r ib ed  t h a t  t h ey  in v es t ig a t e  

t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r ’ s  d ig i t a l  m ed i a  i n  o rd er  t o  i d en t i f y  o th e r  p os s i b l e  

p r e s en t  a c t i on s  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  h as  co mm i t t ed  ag a in s t  o t h e r  su r v iv o rs .  

T w o  o f  t h e  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  p a r t i c i p a t i ng  i n  t h i s  r es ea r ch  a l so  

em ph as i zed  th e  ro l e  o f  ps y ch o lo g i ca l  s up po r t  a s  an  im por t an t  s t ep  i n  

t h e  r es po ns e  o f  t h e  G r eek  p o l i c e  t o  c as e s  o f  T FS V.  

A s  th e  o n e  o f  t h em s t a t ed :  

In  s e r i ou s  cas e s ,  t he  v i c t im ’s  p sy ch o l og i ca l  su pp o r t  i s  e s sen t i a l .  

( F em al e  p o l i c e  o f f i c er ,  3 7  y ea rs  o ld ) .  

T h e  po l i c e  o f f i c e r ,  h o w ev e r ,  d id  n o t  sp ec i f y  w ha t  t h ey  con s i d er  a  

s e r i ou s  ca se  t o  b e ,  w h a t  co ns t i t u t es  a  l e s s  s e r io us  ca s e ,  o r  w h a t  c r i t e r i a  

l e ad  t o  m ak i ng  t h ese  d ec i s io ns .  
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Chal lenges  Faced by Greek Pol ice  Off icers   

T h e  in v es t ig a t io n  o f  and  re sp on s e  t o  TFS V in c i d en t s ,  i nvo lv in g  bo t h  

u n de r age  an d  adu l t  v i c t i ms ,  p r e sen t  a  n um b er  o f  d i f f i cu l t i e s ,  a cco rd i ng  

t o  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  pa r t i c i p a t i ng  i n  t h e  cu r r en t  s tu dy .   Th e  m ain  

d i f f i cu l t i e s  i n  dea l in g  w i th  cas es  o f  TFS V h av e  t o  do  m ai n l y  wi t h  a )  

t h e  l a ck  o f  s p ec i a l i z ed  p sy cho l og i s t s  i n  t h e  G r eek  p o l i c e  t o  su pp o r t  t h e  

s u rv iv or  t h r ou gh ou t  t he  i nv es t i g a t i v e  p r o cess ,  b )  t h e  g end e r  o f  t h e  

p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  w ho  i n t e r ro ga t es  t h e  s u rv iv o rs  i n  s u ch  ca s es ,  c )  t h e  p l ace  

an d  f ac i l i t i e s  i n  w h i ch  t h e  in v es t ig a t ive  p ro ces s  t ak es  p l ace ,  an d  d )  

d i f f i cu l t i e s  i n  r es t r i c t i n g  th e  c i r cu l a t io n  o f  no n - co ns en sua l l y  pu b l i sh ed  

m at e r i a l .  

T h e  m ajo r i t y  o f  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  w ho  res po nd ed  to  t h e  q u es t io n na i r e  o f  

t h i s  r es ea r ch  id en t i f i ed  t h e  abs en ce  o f  t r a in ed  m en t a l  h ea l th  s pec i a l i s t s  

i n  t h e  G r eek  p o l i c e  a s  t h e  b i gg es t  ob s t ac l e  t o  d ea l in g  wi th  i n c id en t s  o f  

T FS V.  T wo  t h i rd s  (N =1 0  ou t  o f  1 5 )  o f  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  r e f e r r ed  to  t he  

u n i qu e  ch a r ac t e r i s t i c s  o f  T FSV  v i c t i mi za t io n  and  n o t ed  th a t ,  i n  s u ch  

c i r cu ms t an ces ,  m o re  a t t en t io n  sh ou ld  b e  fo cus ed  o n  ps y ch o l og ica l  

a s s i s t an ce  f o r  t h e  su r v i vo r .  For  i n s t ance ,  s om e o f  t h em  no t ed  th a t :  

T h e  m ajo r i t y  o f  v i c t ims  a r e  i n  a  p oo r  m en t a l  co nd i t i o n ,  f r eq u en t ly  

c r y ,  b e l i eve  t h ey  a re  t o  b l am e  fo r  t h e i r  mi s f o r tu n e ,  a r e  

em b ar r as s ed  t o  d i sc l os e  w h a t  a c t u a l l y  h ap p en ed  t o  t h em ,  an d  

w o r ry  t h a t  t h e  v i d eo  wi l l  co n t in ue  t o  b e  c i r cu l a t ed  o n l i ne .  ( Mal e  

p o l i c e  o f f i c er ,  4 5  y ea rs  o ld )  

V i c t i ms  a r r i v e  a t  ou r  s e rv i ce  i n  a  d i s t r e s sed  ps y ch o l og i ca l  

co nd i t i on ,  f i l l ed  wi t h  r em o rs e  and  rage .  For  t h es e  r eas ons  l i s t ed  

ab ov e ,  t h e  Se r v i ce  n eeds  a  sp ec i a l i z ed  ps y ch o l og i s t  t o  h an d l e  an d  

a s s i s t  v i c t i ms  w i th  ev en t s  o f  t h i s  n a t u re .  (F em a l e  p o l i c e  o f f i c er ,  

3 7  y ea rs  o ld )  
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O n e  th i rd  o f  t h em  (N =5  o u t  o f  15 )  su gg es t ed  t h a t  ev en  t he  g en d er  o f  

t h e  po l i c e  o f f i c e r  qu es t i on in g  t h e  su r v i vo r  p l ays  a  ro l e  i n  c a s es  o f  

T FS V.  In  o rd e r  t o  m ak e  t h e  su rv iv o rs  f e e l  m or e  a t  e a s e ,  o n e  po l i c e  

o f f i c e r  su gg es t ed  th a t  on l y  f em a l e  o f f i c e r s  s ho u l d  ex amin e  t h e  v i c t i ms  

an d  th e i r  s ex u a l l y  ex p l i c i t  m a t e r i a l .  Α s  t wo  o f f i c e r s  exp l a i n ed :  

T h e  v i c t ims  t yp ica l l y  exp e r i ence  u n cer t a i n t y ,  emb a r r as smen t ,  an d  

t e r ro r .  Du e  t o  t h i s ,  a  f em al e  po l i c e  o f f i c e r  sh ou l d  con duc t  t h e  

ex amin a t io n ;  h ow ev e r ,  a  p sy ch o l og i s t  c an  a l so  d o  so .  ( Ma l e  

p o l i c e  o f f i c er ,  3 8  y ea rs  o ld )  

In d eed ,  p r ev i ou s  r es ea r ch  h a s  i n d i ca t ed  t h a t  f em a l e  po l i ce  o f f i c e r s  may  

p r ov id e  mo r e  e f f ec t iv e  h an d l i ng  o f  c as e s  comp a r ed  t o  t he i r  m al e  

co un t e r p a r t s .  As  Van  Wo rm er  ( 19 81 )  n o t ed ,  i n c id en t s  i nv o l v i ng  s ex u a l  

v io l en ce  o f t en  l ed  to  c i t i z en  com pl a i n t s  wh en  hand l ed  b y  m al e  o f f i c e r s .  

T h e  l i t e r a t u re  h a s  sh ed  l i g h t  o n  v ar io us  f ac to r s  co n t r i bu t in g  to  t h i s  

p h en om eno n ,  a s  exem pl i f i ed  by  t he  wo r k  o f  S i lv e s t r i  ( 201 8 ) .  B i l l i ng  

( 2 01 1 )  fu r th e r  po s i t s  t h a t  en du r i ng  g en d e r  s t e reo t yp es  and  s o c i e t a l  

n o rm s  m ay  in f l uence  p er cep t i o n s ,  l e ad in g  to  t h e  as sum pt i on  t ha t  f em al e  

o f f i c e r s  a re  b e t t e r  s u i t ed  to  h and l e  s uch  s ens i t i v e  i n c id en t s .  

In  co n t r as t ,  V an  Wo r mer ' s  (1 98 1)  r es ea r ch  s ug ges t s  t h a t  f em al e  o f f i c e r s  

t end  to  av o i d  con f l i c t ,  p ro j ec t in g  a  n on - th r ea t en in g  and  l e s s  agg r es s iv e  

i mag e  to  t h e  g en er a l  p op u l a t io n .  M or eo v e r ,  t hey  app ea r  t o  hav e  a  

co mf o r t i ng  i n f lu ence  in  s uch  s i t u a t i ons .  A dd i t i on a l l y ,  C ar r in g t on  e t  a l .  

( 2 02 0 )  con du c t ed  a  s t ud y  th a t  u nd e rs co r e s  t h e  s i gn i f i c ance  o f  

s p ec i a l i z ed  po l i c e  s t a t i on s  s t a f f ed  exc l us i v e l y  wi t h  f em a le  o f f i c e r s ,  

p a r t i cu l a r l y  i n  p os t co lo n i a l  n a t io ns  in  t h e  g lo b a l  s ou t h .  Th es e  s t a t i on s  

h av e  b een  f ou nd  t o  enh an ce  access  t o  j u s t i c e ,  emp ow er  wo m en  to  b r eak  
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f r e e  f r om  t he  cy c l e  o f  do m es t i c  ab us e ,  and  co un te r  g end er  v i o l en ce  b y  

ch a l l en g i ng  th e  p a t r i a r ch a l  n o rms  t h a t  p e rp e t u a t e  i t .  

H o w ev e r ,  i t  i s  impo r t an t  t o  no t e  t ha t  t h e  i n f l uen ce  o f  t he  po l i c e  

o f f i c e r s ’  g end e r  on  h an d l i ng  r ap e  ca s es  r em ai ns  a  t op i c  o f  d eb a t e .  

S eve r a l  r es ea rch  s tu d i e s ,  i n c lu d in g  tho s e  by  Dav i e s  e t  a l .  (2 00 9 ) ,  

G o od man -D e l ah un t r y  an d  G r ah am  (2 01 1 ) ,  an d  Went z  and  A r ch bo ld  

( 2 01 2 ) ,  h ave  n o t  i den t i f i ed  an y  s i gn i f i c an t  e f fec t s  o f  g end e r  o n  ho w 

s u ch  cas es  a re  m anag ed .  

A cco rd in g  t o  tw o  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  p a r t i c i p a t i ng  in  t h e  s tu dy ,  b ey on d  th e  

m ed i a t i on  o f  a  m en t a l  h ea l th  s p ec i a l i s t ,  t h e  l o ca t io n  i n  wh i ch  th e  

i n t e r ro ga t i on  t ak e s  p l ace  a l so  p l ays  an  im po r t an t  r o l e  i n  m ak in g  th e  

s u rv iv or  f ee l  com fo r t ab l e  d u r in g  th e  in v es t ig a t iv e  p r oce ss .  A s  t h ey  

ex p l a i n ed ,  t h i s  a spec t  a l i gns  wi t h  t h e  b r o ad e r  d i s cus s i on  o n  th e  

e f f ec t iv en ess  o f  f em al e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  an d  sp ec i a l i z ed  po l i c e  s t a t i o ns  

i n  h an d l i ng  s ens i t i v e  cas es ,  a s  h i gh l igh t ed  in  p r ev io us  r es ea r ch  (V an  

Wo rm er ,  19 81 ;  C a r r i ng t on  e t  a l . ,  20 20) .  T h e  cho i ce  o f  an  in t e r r og a t io n  

l o ca t i on  m ay  b e  an  ad d i t i o n a l  f a c t o r  t o  con s i d er  i n  c r ea t i ng  a  

s up po r t iv e  en v i ro nm ent  f o r  su rv iv or s ,  e sp ec i a l ly  i n  c as e s  o f  s ex u a l  

v io l en ce ,  w h e r e  t h e  g en d e r  an d  t r a in ing  o f  o f f i c e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  

p h ys i ca l  s e t t i n g ,  c an  co l l e c t i v e l y  co n t r i bu te  t o  a  s u r v i vo r ’ s  s ens e  o f  

co mf o r t  and  s ecur i ty .  

In  a  cha r ac t e r i s t i c  m ann e r ,  o n e  o f  t h es e  o f f i c e r s  a r gu ed :  

T h e  v i c t im ’s  ex am in a t io n  sh ou ld  b e  con d uc t ed  in  a  p l ace  t h a t  i s  

i n acce ss i b l e  t o  o the r s ,  wi t ho u t  i n t e r r up t i on  f o r  po in t l e s s  r e a s ons ,  

an d  p r im a r i ly  b y  a  f em al e  p o l i c e  o f f i ce r  i n  t h e  p r es en ce  o f  a  

p sy cho lo g i s t .  { Th i s  i s }  a  mu s t  f o r  t h e  v i c t i m  t o  f e e l  com fo r t ab l e  
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w i t h  th e  s e t t i n g  and  t h e  p e r so nn e l .  (Ma l e  p o l i c e  o f f i c er ,  4 2  y ea rs  

o ld )  

A n ot he r  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  w en t  s o  f a r  a s  t o  s ay  th a t  t he  s u rv iv o r ’ s  so l i d  

p sy cho lo g i ca l  s t a t e  and  t h e i r  s ens e  o f  s ecu r i t y  ou t s i de  o f  t h e  r e a lm  o f  

t ak in g  ca r e  o f  t h e i r  m en t a l  h ea l t h  a r e  c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  ca s e ’ s  

i nv es t i g a t i on .  Αs  he  ch ar ac t e r i s t i c a l ly  m en t io n ed :  

T h e r e  a r e  ch a l l enges  i n  a t t emp t in g  to  l e a rn  as  mu ch  in fo rm at io n  

a s  p os s ib l e  f ro m t he  v i c t im  by  q u es t ion in g  th em ;  t h es e  inq u i r i e s  

m ay  hum i l i a t e  t h e  v i c t i m ,  w ho  mi gh t  n o t  an sw er  h on es t ly  ou t  o f  

s h am e,  f e a r ,  e t c .  (Ma l e  p o l i c e  o f f i c er ,  4 5  y ea rs  o ld )  

T h e  p ro b l em s  wi t h  e l i mi na t i ng  th e  c i rcu l a t i on  o f  t h e  s exu a l  con t en t  

f r om  t h e  In t e r n e t  an d  l im i t i ng  i t s  sp r ead  em erg ed  as  a  p rev a len t  i s su e  

f r om  t h e  po l i ce  o f f i c e r s ’  r e sp on s es  t o  t h e  qu es t i on na i re  o f  t h e  cu r r en t  

s tu dy .  P o l i c e  o f f i c i a l s  c l a i m  th a t  t h i s  i s  b ecaus e  In t e rn e t  an d  

t e l e comm un i ca t io ns  s e r v i ce  p r ov id e rs  h av e  n o t  imm edi a t e l y  coo pe r a t ed  

w i t h  th em .  As  t h ey  c l a im ed :  

R em ov in g  con t en t  f r o m t h e  in t e r ne t  i s  n o w imp os s ib l e  once  th e  

m at e r i a l  i s  sh a r ed ,  b ecaus e  i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  wo rk  wi t h  f o r e ig n  

o n l in e  p l a t f o rms .  (Ma l e  o f f i c er ,  41  yea rs  o ld )  

T h e r e  sh ou l d  b e  b e t t e r  com mu ni ca t i on / coo p er a t io n  wi th  fo r e i gn  

co mp an i es  o n  wh ose  p l a t f o r ms  th e  i l l eg a l  sh a r i ng  o f  s ex ua l  

m at e r i a l  t ak es  p l ace .  ( Mal e  o f f i c er ,  42  yea rs  o ld )  

P ow e l l  and  H en ry ’s  ( 20 18 )  f i n d i ngs  a l s o  h i gh l ig h t ed  t h a t  s up p l i e r s  o f  

In t e r n e t  and  t e l e com mu ni ca t i on s  se r v i ce s  a r e  n o t  coo p e r a t in g .  

P a r t i c ip an t s  n o t i c ed ,  i n  p a r t i cu l a r ,  t h e  r i s i ng  n eed  t o  h ave  mo r e  

s p ec i a l i z ed  d i g i t a l  f o r ens i c  t o o l s  fo r  t h e  i nv es t i ga t i on  o f  h a r dw ar e  and  

e l ec t r on i c  ev i d en ce  (P o w el l  an d  H en ry ,  20 18 ) .  In  ad d i t i on  to  t he  n eed  

f o r  s up p l em en t a r y  r e s ou r ces  f o r  f o r ens i c  an a ly s i s ,  s ev e r a l  p o l i c e  
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i n t e rv i ew ees  i n  P ow e l l  an d  H en r y ’ s  s tu d y  (2 01 8 )  m en t i oned  t h a t  t h e i r  

o w n  comp ut e r  and  In t e r n e t  a cces s  p r es en t ed  a  b a r r i e r  t o  d o cu m ent in g  

ev id ence  ( s uch  a s  d i f f i cu l t y  a cces s in g  Faceb oo k  to  s c r eens ho t  abu se  

d i rec t ed  a t  a  v i c t im  d ue  t o  i n t e rn a l  a cce s s  r es t r i c t i on s  o r  s lo w In t e rn e t  

co nn ec t io ns ) .  

 

Chapter  4  Findings  Overview  

In  ch ap t e r  4 ,  t h e  s tu d y  ad d r es s e s  t h e  seco nd  re s ea r ch  qu es t io n :  Wh at  

a r e  t h e  so c i a l  r es pon s es  t o  T FS V- r e l a t ed  v i c t im i s a t io n ?  Th i s  ch ap t e r  

f o cus es  o n  th e  an a ly s i s  o f  r es po ns es  f ro m 15  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  

C yb e r c r im e  D ep ar tm en t  i n  G r eece ,  wh i l e  t h e  n ex t  ch ap t e r  ( Ch ap t e r  5 )  

w i l l  de lv e  in to  p r o fe s s i on a l s ’  p e r sp ec t i v es .  Th ese  t wo  chap t e r s  a i m  to  

an s wer  re s ea r ch  ques t io ns  2 A  and  2 B ,  a s  ou t l i n ed  in  t h e  m et ho do lo gy  

ch ap t e r .  

T h e  p r im a r y  m e th od  us ed  fo r  d a t a  an a l ys i s  i s  t h ema t i c  ana l ys i s ,  wh i ch  

s eeks  to  a t t r i bu t e  m ean in g  to  p a r t i c ipan t s ’  d es c r i p t i on s  an d  id en t i f y  

r e cu r r in g  th em es  o r  p a t t e r ns  o f  m ean i ng .  T he  s tu dy  a im s  to  ga in  in s i gh t  

i n t o  po l i ce  o f f i c e r s ’  v i ews  an d  r es po ns e s  r eg a r d in g  T FSV .  F i nd i ng s  

f r om  t h i s  ch ap t e r  r ev ea l  s ev er a l  s ig n i f i c an t  a sp ec t s  r e l a t ed  t o  t h e  

r e s ea r ch  a r ea ,  f i l l i n g  c r i t i c a l  g aps  in  t h e  ex i s t i n g  bo dy  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  

t h ro ug h  examin in g  t h e  r es po ns e  o f  t h e  c r i mi na l  j u s t i c e  sys t em to  T FSV .  

Fo u r  m ain  t h em es  w e r e  i den t i f i ed .  The  f i r s t  o f  t h es e  t hem es  –  

C h a l l eng es  i n  D e f in in g  th e  Ph enom eno n  and  a  Ca l l  f o r  Sp ec ia l i z ed  

T r a in i ng  –  em ph as i z ed  t he  n eed  f o r  p o l i c e  t o  b e  as s i s t ed  in  i d en t i fy i ng  
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T FS V t h ro ug h  t r a i n i ng .  I t  w as  no t ed  tha t  8 0  p er  c en t  o f  o f f i c e r s  

co mmo nl y  us ed  t h e  t e r m ‘ r ev eng e  p orn o gr aph y ’ ,  w h er ea s  o n ly  a ro un d  a  

f i f t h  r e co gn i z ed  tha t  t h e  t e rm  mi gh t  be  in accu r a t e  o r  con t r i bu t e  t o  

v i c t i m  b l ami ng .  Thes e  o f f i c e r s  d i d  no t  us e  t h e  t e rm  ‘T FSV ’  bu t  i n s t ead  

r e f e r r ed  t o  t h e  l eaks  as  b r each es  o f  p e r s on a l  d a t a .  

T h e  s eco nd  th em e id en t i f i ed  by  t h e  t hem at i c  an a ly s i s  –  Pe r cep t io ns  o f  

S ur v i vo rs  b y  Po l i ce  and  t he i r  C h ar ac t e r i s t i c s  –  n o t ed  t h a t  p o l i c e  

o f f i c e r s  t end ed  t o  as su m e t h a t  su r v i vo rs  w er e  w om en  and  d id  n o t  t en d  

t o  d es c r i be  t h em b ey o nd  th i s .  Fo r  i n s t an ce ,  t h ey  d id  n o t  mak e  

s ig n i f i c an t  r em ark  a s  t o  t h e i r  p ro f i l e s  o r  b eh av i ou r s .  T h i s  i n d i ca t es  

p o t en t i a l l y  t ha t  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  kn o w l i t t l e  abo u t  t he  p r o f i l e  o f  T FSV  

s u rv iv or s  and  th e  po t en t i a l  exp e r i en ces  an d  s t ru gg l es  t h ey  m ig h t  b e  

g o i ng  t h r ou gh .  

A  th i r d  t h em e id en t i f i ed  th ro ug h  an a lys i s  -  P o l i c e  R esp ons e s  t o  N on -

C on s ens u a l  Sh a r i ng  o f  S exu a l  M a t e r i a l  O n l i n e  –  no ted  th a t  8 0  p e r  c en t  

o f  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  em ph as i z ed  th e  im po r t an ce  o f  su rv iv ors  s ub mi t t i n g  

co mp r eh ens i v e  ev id en ce  t o  su pp o r t  t he i r  c l a im s .  Sp ec i f i ca l l y ,  t h ey  

b e l i ev ed  th a t  s c r een sh o t s  o f  t h e  i m ag es  an d  UR Ls  l i nk in g  to  t he  

co n t en t  up lo aded  on l i ne  w as  n eces sa ry  i n  o rd e r  t o  i n s t i ga t e  a  c r im in a l  

i nv es t i g a t i o n .  Th i s  h ig h l i gh t s  t h a t  po l i c e  may  p l ace  in v es t i g a t i on s  i n t o  

t h e  h an ds  o f  su r v ivo r s ,  p o t en t i a l l y  r e t r aum a t i z i ng  th em th r ou gh  fo r c i ng  

t h em to  re l i ve  t h e i r  abu s e .  O f f i c e r s  r eco gn i zed  a l s o  t h e  need  fo r  mo r e  

p sy cho lo g i ca l  su ppo r t  fo r  s u r v i vo rs  i n  e sp ec i a l ly  s e r i ou s  ca s e s ,  

s ig n a l l i ng  t h a t  t h ey  h av e  s om e un d e rs t an d i ng  o f  t h e  n eed  f o r  a  ho l i s t i c  

ap p ro ach  t o  add r es s in g  T FS V.  
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T h e  f ou r t h  t h em e  de r iv ed  f ro m th i s  chap t e r  –  C ha l l en g es  Faced  b y  

G r eek  P o l i c e  Of f i ce r s  –  i n d i ca t e s  s eve r a l  ch a l l eng es  ex pe r i en ced  by  

p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  w o rk in g  on  T FSV  cas es .  Fo r  i n s t an ce ,  t wo - th i r ds  o f  

o f f i c e r s  i d en t i f i ed  t h e  l a ck  o f  t r a i n ed  m en t a l  h ea l th  sp ec i a l i s t s  am on g  

t h e  po l i c e  as  a  s ig n i f i c an t  ob s t ac l e  t o  m ee t in g  t h e  ps y ch o l og ica l  and  

em ot i on a l  n eeds  o f  s u rv iv or s .  A  l a ck  o f  su f f i c i en t  f em a l e  p o l i c e  

o f f i c e r s  ab l e  t o  sp eak  t o  su rv iv o rs  w as  a l s o  no t ed  in  s om e ca s es ,  a s  

w e l l  a s  t h e  in su f f i c i en cy  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  i n t e r r og a t io n  in  o r d e r  t o  

en su r e  su r v i vo r  com f or t .  T h e  o f f i c e r s  r e cog n i z ed  a l s o  tha t  t h e r e  w e r e  

d i f f i cu l t i e s  i n  r es t r i c t i n g  th e  on l i ne  c i r cu l a t io n  o f  no n -con s en su a l  

m at e r i a l  du e  to  a  l ack  o f  co op e r a t i on  f r o m i n t e rn e t  an d  t e l e com 

p r ov id e rs .  Th es e  f in d i ng s  in d i ca t e  no t  o n ly  a  l a ck  o f  su f f i c i en t  f un d i ng  

–  o r  a  n eed  to  rep r io r i t i z e  sp end in g  –  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  l a ck  o f  an  ad eq u a t e  

l eg i s l a t i v e  f r am ewo r k  acco r d i ng  to  wh i ch  in t e r n e t  an d  t e l e com 

p r ov id e rs  co u ld  b e  m ad e  t o  coo p er a t e  w i t h  t h e  l aw .  

T h es e  f in d i ng s  un de r s co r e  t h e  ch a l l eng es  th a t  Gr eek  po l i c e  o f f i ce r s  

en cou n t e r  i n  r e sp on d i ng  t o  T FS V cas es ,  i n c l ud in g  i s s u es  r e l a t ed  t o  

t e rm in o lo gy ,  t r a in in g ,  v i c t i m  pe r cep t io ns ,  and  t h e  p r ac t i c a l  a sp ec t s  o f  

i nv es t i g a t i on s  an d  s up po r t .  T h e  t h em es  g en e ra t ed  f r om the  an a ly s i s  

co n t r i bu te  t o  t h e  c lo s i ng  o f  n o t ab le  g ap s  r eg ar d i ng  th e  j u s t i c e  sy s t em ’s  

h and l in g  o f  T FS V ca s e s  and  i t s  r e l a t i on sh ip  t o  t h e  a t t i t udes  an d  

r e s po ns es  o f  l aw enf o r cem en t .  

T h e  f in d in gs  n o t e  t h a t  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  t end ed  t o  g en e r a l i ze  wi th  re sp ec t  

t o  su r v iv o rs ,  r e fe r r i ng  t o  t h em  b ro ad ly  as  ‘w om en’  as  o pp os ed  to  t ak in g  

i n t o  co ns id e r a t i on  th e i r  s p ec i f i c  p ro f i l e s ,  su ch  as  s o c i a l  ch a r ac t e r i s t i c s  
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o r  b eh av i ou r .  I t  i s  p os s i b l e  t h i s  i n d i ca t e s  a  l im i t ed  u nd e rs t an d in g  o f  

t h e  d emo g r ap h i cs  im p ac t ed  b y  T FS V an d  l i kewi s e  ho w  exp e r i en ces  m ay  

b e  d iv e r s e  ac r os s  t h e s e  g ro ups .  S imi l a r ly ,  t h e  u se  o f  t he  t e r m ‘ r ev eng e  

p o rn og r aph y’  t o  d es c r i b e  th e  ph eno m en o n  o f  T FS V  i nd i ca t e s  pe r h ap s  an  

o v e rs i mpl i f i ed  co ncep tu a l i s a t i on  o f  t he  p r ac t i c es  an d  expe r i en ces  

a s so c i a t ed  wi th  T FS V,  as  w e l l  a s  i n adv e r t en t l y  con t r ib u t in g  to w ard s  

v i c t i m - b l am in g  ( H en r y ,  2 01 9 ) .  

T h e  r e sp on se s  o f  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  t o  c as e s  o f  T FS V t end ed  to w ard s  

p l ac in g  th e  o nus  u po n  su r v i vo rs  t o  ga th e r  ev i d en ce  and  co n t ac t  

w eb s i t es  an d  in t e r ne t  h os t s  t o  t ak e  d ow n  im ag es  p os t ed  on l i ne .  T h i s  

ag a in  s ug ges t s  pe r hap s  an  a t t i t ud e  o f  v i c t im -b l ami ng  a t  wo r k  in  t h e i r  

r e s po ns es  t o  t h e  non - con s ens u a l  s ha r in g  o f  s ex u a l  m at e r i a l  o n l i n e .  I t  i s  

n o t ab l e  a l so  t h a t  wh i l s t  po l i cy  o f f e r s  ad vo ca t ed  f o r  p sy ch o l og ica l  

s up po r t  fo r  ad v i s o rs ,  f ew r es po ns e s  no t ed  p r o ac t i v i t y  i n  t e r ms  o f  

co n t ac t in g  s up po r t  s e r v i ces  t h ems e l v es .  T h i s  m ay  b e  a t t r i b u t ab l e  t o  t h e  

l a ck  o f  m en t a l  h ea l t h  sp ec i a l i s t s  no t ed  b y  t h e  po l i c e  o f f i ce r s .  S u ch  

o v e rs i gh t s  i n d i ca t e  a l s o  t h e  po ten t i a l  f o r  mu l t i ag en cy  coo p e r a t i on  to  

b e t t e r  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  su pp o r t  o f  su r v iv or s  an d  t h e  n eed  f o r  

i n t e rp r o f e s s i on a l  co o pe r a t io n  i n  su ppo r t in g  su r v iv o rs  and  ad d r es s in g  

t r au m a a t  t h e  po i n t  o f  con tac t  wi t h  po l i c e .  

T h e  ch ap te r  t hus  un d e rs co r e s  t h e  comp l ex  ch a l l eng es  in  t h e  r es po ns e  o f  

l aw en fo r cem en t  t o  T FS V  in  Gr eece ,  dem on s t r a t i ng  th e  need  fo r  

en h an ced  t r a i n i ng ,  p r ov i s i on  o f  s up po r t  t o  su rv iv or s ,  an d  co l l ab o r a t i on  

w i t h  o t he r  p r o f e s s io n a l s  i n  o rd e r  t o  enco u r ag e  su r v i vo r  en g ag ement  

w i t h  po l i c e  and  su pp o r t  s e rv i ce s .  
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Chapter 5: Professionals’ 

Perceptions of TFSV  
 

I n t rodu c t io n   

T hi s  ch ap t e r  f o cu s es  o n  th e  p e r cep t io ns  o f  T FSV  h e l d  by  1 0  

ex p e r t s /p ro f e s s i on a l s ,  w ho m I  i n t e r v i ew ed  d ur in g  my  s t udy .  I t  an s w er s  

r e s ea r ch  q ues t i on  2B ,  wh i ch  i s :  Ho w do  pro f es s io na l s  wor k in g  i n  

co un s e l l i n g  an d  sup p or t  ( e .g . ,  m en t a l  h ea l t h  pr o f e s s i on a l s ,  l aw yers ,  

e t c . )  r e sp on d  t o  i n c i d en t s  o f  TF SV ?  

T o ge th e r  wi th  t he  p r ev i ou s  ch ap t e r  ( No  4 ) ,  i t  con t r ib u t es  t o  ans w er in g  

t h e  secon d  r e sea r ch  q ues t i on  o f  t h i s  s tu d y :  W hat  a r e  th e  so c ia l  

r e sp on s es  t o  TF S V?  

S o  f a r ,  t h e r e  h av e  b een  on ly  a  f ew  s tud i es  ex ami n i ng  h ow  exp e r t s  dea l  

w i t h  i n c i d en t s  o f  TFS V ( s ee ,  f o r  ex amp l e ,  Bo nd  an d  Ty r e l l ,  2 01 8 ;  

P ow e l l  and  H en ry ,  2 0 16 ) .  T h i s  chap t e r  con t r ib u t es  t o  t h i s  s can t  

l i t e ra tu r e  t h r ou gh  a  t h em a t i c  an a ly s i s  o f  t en  i n t e rv i ew s  wi th  G r eek  

p r o f es s io n a l s  w ho  a r e  ex p e r t s  o f  T FSV  o r  wo r k in g  to  s up p or t  v i c t i ms  o f  

T FS V ( fo r  t h e i r  r e c r u i t i ng  an d  t h e  me th o d  o f  d a t a  an a l ys i s ,  s e e  t h e  

m et ho do lo gy  ch ap te r ) .  T he  g o a l  o f  t h e  sp ec i a l i s t s ’  i n t e r v i ew s  w as  t o  

g a th e r  i n fo r ma t i on  ab ou t  p ro f es s io n a l s ’  exp e r i ence s  wi th  an d  

v i ew po in t s  on  cas es  o f  T FSV  co v er in g  d i f f e ren t  a s pec t s  o f  t h i s  

p h en om eno n  ( t e rm in o l og y ,  i n s t an ce s ,  p r ev a l en ce ,  an d  imp ac t s ) ,  
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i n c lu d i ng  t he i r  v i ew s  o n  ho w l aw  en fo r ce r s  an d  men t a l  hea l t h  s e r v i ces  

ad d r es s  T FSV .  

S i n ce  ob t a in i ng  t h e i r  con s en t  be tw een  D ecemb er  20 21  an d  M ay  2 02 2 ,  I  

co nd u c t ed  t en  s t akeh o l d er  i n t e rv i ews  ( s ee  A pp end i x  M fo r  fu r t h e r  

d e t a i l s  r eg a rd in g  the  in t e r v i ew gu i d e )  i n  G r eece  (n =10 ) ,  i n c lu d in g  

w i t h :  s i x  ( 6 )  cy b e r  s ecu r i t y  ex p e r t s ;  tw o  (2 )  l aw y er s ;  and  t w o  (2 )  

m en t a l  h ea l th  cou ns e l lo r s .  A l l  t h e  r e c r u i t ed  p r o f e s s i on a l s  ru n  th e i r  o wn  

p r iv a t e  p ro f i t -d r i v en  ag en c i e s  an d  t w o  o f  t h em  wo rk  fo r  t h e  s t a t e .  

S p ec i f i c a l l y ,  o f  t h es e  ex p er t s ,  on l y  th e  t wo  ps y ch o l og i s t s  w o r k  i n  tw o  

n a t io n a l  o rg an i za t io ns ,  G enera l  S ec r e t ar i a t  f o r  F am i l y  Po l i c y ,  an d  

G en d er  E qu a l i t y ,  t h a t  d ea l  wi th  t h e  ab us e  o f  w om en ,  b u t  t h ey  a r e  no t  

s p ec i a l i z ed  in  c a s es  o f  cy b er c r i me  and  T FS V.   

In t e r v i ews  w e r e  h e l d  on l in e  o n  S ky p e  an d  r eco r d ed ,  and  th en  

t r an s c r ib ed  wi th  the  w r i t t en  co ns en t  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i ew ees .  P a r t i c ip an t s  

w e r e  g iv en  a  ps eudo n ym.  T h e  cod i ng  o f  q u a l i t a t i ve  d a t a  w as  d on e  

m anu a l ly  an d  t h e  in t e r v i ew t r ans c r i p t s  w er e  ca t eg o r i z ed  i n  t h e  

f o l lo wi ng  f i ve  t h em es :  a )  T h e  M ul t i f a ce t ed  Dim ens i on s  o f  T FSV :  

B eyo nd  “R ev en g e  P or n ” ;  b )  Co e r c i on  and  T h r ea t s :  Un d er s t and in g  

P r ev a l en t  Fo rm s  o f  M an ip u l a t i on  an d  A b us e  in  T FSV  In c i d en t s ;  c )  

U n d er s t and i ng  Vi c t i m  H es i t a t i on  in  R ep o r t i ng  T FSV ;  d )  Th e  In t e r p l ay  

o f  L eg i s l a t i on ,  C r os s -Bo r d er  C oo pe r a t i on ,  and  V i c t im  P e rcep t io n  in  

T ack l i ng  T FS V;  and  e )  S p ec i a l i s t s ’  Reco mm en d a t i on s  fo r  a  H o l i s t i c  

R esp ons e  t o  T FS V ( S ee  T ab l e  9  b e lo w) .  I  add r es s  t h e  ma in  t h em es  f r om  

t h es e  to p i cs  i n  t h e  f o l lo wi ng  s ec t io ns .  
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T abl e  9  

P ro f es s ion a l s ’  p ercep t io ns  on  TF SV  
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The Mult i faceted Dimensions  of  TFSV: Beyond “Revenge 

Porn” 

A cco rd in g  t o  t h e  in t e rv i ew ed  p ro f es s ion a l s ,  wh i l e  t h e  t e rm  “ r ev en g e  

p o rn ”  i s  co mmo nl y  u s ed ,  i t  i s  w o r th  n o t in g  t h a t  t h ey  a rg ued  t h a t  mo s t  

o f  t he  cas e s  o f  T FSV  th ey  d ea l  wi t h  i nv o l v e  t h e  no n - co nsen su a l  s h a r in g  

o f  i n t im a t e  o r  s exua l  im ag es  by  ex - p ar t n e r s .  In  fa c t ,  6 0%  o f  t he  

p a r t i c ip an t s  ( N=6  ou t  o f  10 )  r epo r t ed  in s t ances  w he r e  ex -p a r t n e r s  

d i s s emi na t ed  s uch  im ag es  o n  s o c i a l  m ed i a  and  v i a  em ai l  wi th ou t  

p e rm is s io n .  A  ro m an t i c  p a r tn e r  w ho  r e l eas ed  th e  con t en t  w i t ho u t  t h e i r  

f o rm er  p a r t ne r ’ s  con s en t  a f t e r  t h ey  b ro k e  up  en g ag ed  i n  T FS V,  

acco rd in g  to  6 0%  of  t h e  p ro f es s i on a l s  p a r t i c ip a t in g  in  t h i s  s tu dy .   

H o w ev e r ,  t h e  r em ain in g  40 %  ( N =4  ou t  o f  10 )  o f  t h e  ex pe r t s  w e r e  

c r i t i c a l  abo u t  us in g  th e  t e rm “ r eveng e  p o rn ”  b y  id en t i fy ing  d i f f e r en t  

m ot i v a t i on s  and  d r iv e r s  t h a t  w e r e  r e l a t ed  t o  i n s t an ces  o f  T FS V o th e r  

t h an  r ev en g e .  O n e  ex p e r t  g av e  th e  ex am pl e  o f  t ak i ng  u p  th e  l ega l  

d e f ence  o f  a  wo man  wh os e  f o rm er  boy f r i end  h ad  t ak en  nu d e  p i c t u r es  

o f ,  w h i l e  t h e  s u r v iv o r  w as  s t i l l  i n  a  r e l a t i o ns h ip  wi t h  h im ,  on  t he  

co nd i t i on  t ha t  t h ey  w ou ld  con t i nu e  to  b e  t og e t h e r  an d  th a t  n o  on e  e l s e  

w o u l d  s ee  t hem.  Bu t  a f t e r  t h a t ,  h e  p os t e d  t h em on  a  p r iv a t e  ch an n e l  on  

D i s co rd  w h e re  o th er  ma l e  us e r s  w ou ld  a l so  u p lo ad  n ak ed  p i c tu r e s  o f  

t h e i r  cu r r en t  g i r l f r i en ds  an d  ch a t  and  b o as t  abo u t  h av i ng  s ex  wi th  th e s e  

w o men .  

Α s  o n e  l awy e r  ex p la i n ed :  

I  h av e  d ea l t  wi t h  so m e r ea l l y  d i f f i cu l t  c a s es  i n  m y  t im e  as  a  

l awy e r .  Th i s  i s  t h e  o n e  th a t  d i s t u rb ed  m e  th e  m os t  b ecause  i t  
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m ad e  o th e r  g i r l s ’  ex p e r i en ce s  as  w e l l  a s  t ha t  o f  m y  c l i en t ’ s  

k n ow n.  In  e s s en ce ,  t h es e  g i r l s ’  i m ag es  w e r e  b e in g  sh a r ed  o n l in e  

ag a ins t  t h e i r  w i l l ,  an d  th e  o f f en de r s  w e r e  ad v er t i s in g  t hem  as  i f  

t h ey  w e r e  p ro du c t s  f o r  s a l e .  (K os ta s ,  l a w y er)  

T w o cyb e r  sp ec i a l i s t s  a l s o  po in t ed  ou t  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i on  i s  f a r  m o re  

w i desp r ead  t h an  wh a t  t h e  m ed i a  a r e  p r e s en t i ng  and  t h a t  o f f end e rs  a r e  

n o t  a l w ay s  m ot i v a t ed  b y  v en g ean ce .  On e  o f  t hem m en t i oned  t h a t  T FS V 

f r eq uen t l y  o ccu rs  be t w een  u nd e r ag e  s u r v iv or s  and  u nd e r ag e  

cy b e rc r imi n a l s  w ho  a r e  n ow  t ech no lo g i ca l ly  s av vy  en ou gh  t o  b e  ab l e  t o  

h ack  un d er ag e  c l a s s m at es ’  d ev i ce s  and  s t ea l  nu d e  ph o to s  o f  t h em  

b e f o re  u p l o ad i ng  t ho s e  ph o t os  t o  s i t e s  o n  th e  d a rk  w eb ,  ge t t i n g  p a i d  fo r  

e ach  p os t .  

T h e  f ac t  t h a t  m an y  s u rv iv or s  a r e  un awar e  t h a t  t h e i r  p ho tog r aph s  

a r e  be in g  sh a r ed  wi t ho u t  t h e i r  co ns en t  i s  ano t h e r  p r ob l em r e l a t ed  

t o  t h i s  f o r m o f  T FSV .  Α s  Jo hn ,  on e  o f  t h e  cyb e r c r im e  expe r t s -

an a lys t s ,  no t ed :  “Th e  f ac t  t h a t  t he  v i c t im s  can no t  r ep or t  t h e  abu se  

i f  t h ey  a r e  no t  aw ar e  t h a t  p ho t og r aph s  o f  t h em  ar e  b e in g  

d i s s emi na t ed  p os es  a  s ig n i f i c an t  ch a l l en g e  f o r  l aw en fo r cem en t .  

O v e r a l l ,  d a t a  an a l ys i s  o f  t h e  r e sp on s es  f rom  p r o f e s s i on a l s  i nv o l ved  in  

t h i s  r es ea r ch  ( 60 %  o r  N=6  ou t  o f  10 )  su g ges t s  t h a t  t h e  mos t  f r eq u en t  

c a s e s  o f  T FSV  t h ey  d ea l  w i th  i nv o lv e  th e  n on - con sens u a l  p os t i ng  o f  

m at e r i a l  by  th e  s u rv iv o rs ’  e x -p a r t ne r s ,  wh i l e  t h e  r em a in in g  4 0%  (o r  

n =4  ou t  o f  10 )  s a id  t h a t  t h e i r  c as e s  mai n l y  i nv o l v e  hack i ng  ac t i v i t i e s  

w h e r e  th e  p e rp e t r a to r  i s  un kn ow n to  t he  su r v iv o r .  S im i l a r l y ,  i n  a  r e cen t  

s u rv ey  con du c t ed  by  F l yn n  e t  a l .  ( 20 21 ) ,  92 .3 %  o f  p ro f es s io n a l s  

r ep o r t ed  th a t  t h e  su r v iv or  w as  a  fo rm er  in t im at e  p a r t ne r ,  a  d e  f ac t o  

p a r t n e r  o r  a  sp ou s e  ( N =2 04 ) .  On  co n t ra r y ,  t h e  r e su l t s  o f  o th e r  s t ud i e s  

s ug g es t  t h a t  t h i s  t yp e  o f  T FSV  i s  o ccur r in g  l es s  f requ en t ly .  Fo r  
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i n s t an ce ,  i n  a  n a t i on a l  su rv ey  o f  Au s t ra l i ans  ag ed  be tw een  16  and  4 9  

y ea r s  (n =4 ,  2 74 ) ,  on ly  1 1 % of  t h e  p a r t i c i p an t s  m en t io n ed  n u de  o r  

s exu a l  i mag es  p os t ed  b y  ex -p a r t ne r s  on  s o c i a l  m ed i a  and  v i a  em a i l  

w i t ho u t  con s en t  ( Hen r y  e t  a l . ,  2 01 7 ;  s ee  a l so  B r an ch  e t  a l . ,  2 01 7 ) .  

H o w ev e r ,  40 % o f  t h e  r es po nd en t s  i n  t h i s  s t ud y  ( N = 4  ou t  o f  10 )  ap pea r  

t o  con cur  wi t h  t h e  f i nd i ng s  o f  e a r l i e r  r e s ea r ch  ( s ee ,  f o r  ex ampl e ,  H en r y  

e t  a l . ,  20 17 )  t h a t  t he r e  a r e  m any  d i f f e ren t  t yp es  o f  T FS V,  and  t h a t  

r ev eng e  i s  n o t  a lw ay s  th e  mo t iv a t io n .  P a r t i c ip an t s  i n  t h e  cu r r en t  s tu dy  

h av e  a l so  r ep or t ed  t h a t  t h e  n on - co ns ens u a l  p ub l i ca t i on  o f  s exu a l  

m at e r i a l  t ak es  p l ace  by  cu r r en t  ro m an t i c  p a r t n e r s  f o r  r ea so ns  o f  s exu a l  

p r id e  o r  f o r  f i nan c ia l  b ene f i t s ,  r e as on s  w hi ch  h av e  b een  h i gh l ig h t ed  i n  

p r ev io us  r es e a r ch  f i nd in gs  ( H en r y  e t  a l . ,  2 01 7 )  as  m ot i v a t o r s  i n  

r e l a t i on  t o  T FS V.  A d d i t io na l l y ,  p ro f es s i on a l s  wh o  p a r t i c i p a t ed  i n  F ly nn  

e t  a l . ’ s  (2 02 1 )  s tu dy  a rg u ed  th a t  pe r p e t r a t o r s  h av e  ex t r a  m ot i v a t i on s  a s  

t h ey  s eek  t o  i n t imid a t e  t h e  su rv iv o r  (9 2 .8 % ) ,  t o  co n t r o l  t h e  su rv iv o r  

( 9 2 . 3 %) ,  t o  c aus e  d i s t r es s  (8 6 . 9 %) ,  t o  c au s e  f ea r  fo r  s a f e ty  (8 5 . 5 %) ,  

an d  to  i s o l a t e  t he  su r v i vo r  o r  r es t r i c t  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  ( 81 .9 % ) .  

 

Coercion and Threats:  Understanding Prevalent  Forms of  

Manipulat ion and Abuse in TFSV Incidents  

T w o k ey  k in ds  o f  t h r ea t s  w e r e  a l so  men t io n ed  b y  80 %  (N =  8  ou t  o f  1 0 )  

o f  t he  p r o f es s io n a l s  i n c lu d ed  i n  t h i s  s t ud y  p r io r  t o  t h e  non - con s ens u a l  

d i s s emi na t i on  o f  s ex u a l l y  exp l i c i t  co n ten t .  T h es e  w e r e :  a )  t h e  t h r ea t s  

ag a ins t  t h e  su r v iv or  i n  o rd e r  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r  t o  t ak e  t h e  p i c tu r e s ,  an d /o r  

b )  t he  t h rea t s  o f  t he  d i s t r i b u t io n  o f  t he  m at e r i a l .  As  th e  ex p e r t s  s a i d ,  
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t h es e  th r ea t s  m os t ly  ap p l i ed  to  i n c id en t s  w h e r e  t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r  an d  th e  

s u rv iv or  we r e  acqua i n t ed  an d  h ad  a  c lo s e  r e l a t i o ns h ip .  In  t h e se  cas e s ,  

b e f o re  t h e  m a te r i a l  w as  pu b l i sh ed  wi th o u t  t h e i r  con s en t ,  t h e  su rv iv o rs  

w e r e  e i t h e r  co e r ced  in to  t ak in g  p i c t u r es  o f  t hems e l v es  o r  t h rea t en ed  

w i t h  th e  pu b l i c a t ion  o f  t h es e  p i c t u re s  e ach  t i me  t h e  su rv iv o r  t o l d  t h e  

ab us e r  t h a t  t h ey  d es i red  to  b r eak  u p .  

A  ty p i ca l  ex amp l e  o f  m an ip u l a t io n  i s  t h e  cas e  d e sc r ib ed  t o  us  b y  an  

ex p e r t  i n  w h i ch  a  yo u ng  cou p l e  w ho  had  b een  t og e th e r  f o r  tw o  y ear s  

h ad  f r eq u en t  f i gh t s  a s  t h e  y ou ng  m an  k ep t  as k in g  h i s  g i r l f r i en d  to  s en d  

h im  n ud e  p ho t os .  Hi s  g i r l f r i en d  exp la in ed  th a t  s h e  d id n ’ t  w an t  t o  t ak e  

t h e  nu d e  ph o to s  b ecau s e  t h a t  w as  some t h in g  th a t  m ad e  her  f e e l  

u n co mf o r t ab l e .  H e ,  h ow ev er ,  p e r s i s t ed ,  t e l l i ng  h e r  t h a t  s he  w as  t oo  

co ns e r va t iv e ,  t h a t  sh e  d id n ’ t  b eh ave  l i k e  a  g i r l  o f  h e r  age ,  t h a t  sh e  

d id n ’ t  t r us t  h im  eno u gh ,  wh ich  m ean t  t h a t  t h e  f ou nd a t io ns  o f  t he i r  

r e l a t i on sh ip  w e r e  no t  s t ro ng ,  and  t ha t  i f  s he  co n t i nu e d  to  r e f us e  t o  do  

s o ,  h e  wo u ld  h av e  to  f i nd  an o th e r  g i r l  w h o  wo u l d  t r us t  h im  an d  s a t i s f y  

h im  s ex u a l l y  mo r e .  

Α s  a  m en t a l  h ea l th  s p ec i a l i s t  d es c r i b ed ,  “My  c l i en t  t o ok  t h e  

p h o to s  t h a t  h e r  t h en  ro man t i c  p a r t n e r  r eq u es t ed  o f  he r  a f t e r  

p sy cho lo g i ca l  v i o l en ce  s h e  su f f e r ed .  Sh e  w as  in  l ov e  wi th  h i m 

an d ,  wh i l e  sh e  d i dn ’ t  w an t  t o  s end  th e  n u de  p ho to s ,  s he  d id  s o  

b ecaus e  sh e  d id n ’ t  w an t  t o  b reak  up  wi th  h i m. ”  ( L ina ,  m en ta l  

h ea l th  sp ec ia l i s t ) .  

Fu r th e rm o re ,  t h e  80 %  (N =8  ou t  o f  1 0 )  o f  t h e  p ro f es s i on a l s  wh o  

p a r t i c ip a t ed  in  t h i s  r e s ea r ch  r ep o r t ed  th a t  t h e r e  w er e  s ig ns  o f  an  

ab us iv e  r e l a t i o ns h ip  p r io r  t o  t he  n on - co ns ens u a l  pu b l i c a t io n  o f  t h e  

m at e r i a l .  A s  th e  exp e r t s  un d e r l i n ed ,  t h e i r  c l i en t s  co n f es sed  t o  t h em  th a t  
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ev e r y  t im e  th ey  m ad e  t h e  dec i s i on  t o  l e av e  th e i r  ab us iv e  p a r t n e r ,  t h e  

l a t t e r  u s ed  t he i r  s ex u a l  m at e r i a l  a s  a  t r o ph y ,  t h r ea t en i ng  t o  pu b l i sh  t he  

m at e r i a l  on  th e  In t e r n e t  i f  t h ey  b r ok e  u p .  

Α s  a  l awy e r  h i gh l ig h t ed :  “ I  c an  s t a t e  w i t h  con f i d en ce  tha t ,  b as ed  o n  my  

ex p e r i en ce  in  s imi l a r  s i t u a t i on s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  o bv io us  in d i ca t o r s  o f  an  

ab us iv e  r e l a t i o ns h ip  t h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  t im es .  V i c t im s  w e r e  co n t ro l l ed  b y  

ab us e rs  wh o  us ed  th r ea t s  o f  d i s t r i b u t io n  o f  t h e  im ag es  o r  v i d eo s  t o  

p e r su ade  t h em no t  t o  en d  th e  r e l a t i onsh ip . ”  ( Dim i t r i s ,  l aw yer ) .  

D es p i t e  t h i s ,  20 % of  t h e  p a r t i c i p an t s  (N =  2  ou t  o f  1 0 )  c l a r i f i ed  T FS V i s  

a  com pl ex  p h en om en o n  du e  to  t he  d imen s i on s  an d  d i f f e ren t  f o r ms  i t  can  

t ak e .  Sp ec i f i c a l ly ,  a s  t hey  comm ent ed ,  i n  c as es  wh e r e  t h e  n on -

co ns ens u a l  d i s t r i b u t io n  o f  s exu a l  m at e r i a l  o ccur r ed  a f t e r  h ack i ng  

ac t i v i t i e s ,  t h e re  h ad  been  no  wa r n i ng  s ig ns  o f  t h r ea t s  and  t h e  su rv iv o r  

w as  n o t  ev en  ab l e  t o  r e a l i z e  w ho  th e  pe r p e t r a t o r  w as  o r  kn o w th a t  t h e i r  

p h o to s  a r e  on  t h e  In t e r n e t .  

T h e  cu r r en t  r e s ea r ch  f i nd i ng s  r ega r d i ng  t h e  t h r ea t s  a s so c i a t ed  wi t h  

T FS V i n c i den t s  a r e  con s i s t en t  wi t h  t he  ob s e rv a t i on s  m ade  by  H en ry  e t  

a l .  (2 0 18 ) .  In  p a r t i cu l a r ,  H en r y  e t  a l .  ( 2 01 8 )  r ep o r t ed  t h a t  i n  t h e i r  

s tu dy  i nv o lv in g  52  s t ak eh o l d er s ,  t wo  p r im a r y  sch e m es  emp lo y ed  b y  

o f f end e rs  w e r e  id en t i f i ed .  T h es e  s ch em es  i nv o l v ed  a )  coe r c in g  

s u rv iv or s  i n t o  t ak in g  exp l i c i t  p i c tu r e s  o f  t h em s e lv e s  o r  hav in g  p i c t u r e s  

t ak en  o f  t h em ,  and  b )  t h r ea t en i ng  s u r v i vo r s  wi t h  t h e  d i s t r i bu t io n  o f  

s u ch  p i c tu r es  u n l e s s  t h ey  com pl i ed  wi t h  un w an t ed  d em and s ,  s u ch  as  
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p ay i ng  mo n ey  (b l ack m ai l ) ,  en g ag in g  i n  s ex u a l  a c t iv i t i e s ,  o r  r e f r a i n i ng  

f r om  en d i ng  a  r e l a t i on sh ip .  

 

Understanding  Survivors’  Hesi tat ion in  Reporting  TFSV  

A n ot he r  i n t e r e s t i ng  th em e  t h a t  emer g ed  f rom  t h e  da t a  ana l ys i s  o f  t h e  

i n t e rv i ew s  wi t h  p ro f e s s io n a l s  d ea l in g  w i t h  ca se s  o f  T FS V i s  w hy  

s u rv iv or s  o f t en  re fu s e  o r  h es i t a t e  t o  r ep o r t  t h e i r  v i c t im iza t i on  t o  t h e  

au th or i t i e s .  T h e  80%  ( N = 8  ou t  o f  1 0 )  o f  t h e  p ro f es s i on a l s  wh o  t oo k  

p a r t  i n  t h i s  r es ea r ch  r ep o r t ed  th a t  t h e  s u rv iv or s  t h ey  co n tac t ed  h ad  no t  

p r ev io us ly  repo r t ed  th e  n on - co ns ens u a l  s h ar in g  o f  t h e i r  pe r s on a l  

m at e r i a l  t o  t h e  p o l i c e .  M os t  o f  t he  a fo r em en t io n ed  ex p er t s ,  i n  t he i r  

a t t empt  t o  do cum ent  t he  r e aso ns  t h a t  p r ev en t  su r v iv o rs  f ro m con t ac t in g  

t h e  au th o r i t i e s ,  r e fe r r ed  to  t h e  ch a l l eng es  f aced  b y  su r v ivo r s  o f  T FS V.  

T h ey  d i s cuss ed  th a t  t he  w ay  in  w h i ch  T FS V w as  p o l i c ed  w as  a f f ec t ed  

b y  con v en t io n a l  g en d e r  no rm s  and  v i c t im -b l amin g  a t t i t udes  ( s ee  a l so  

H u b er ,  20 23 ) .  

A cco rd in g  t o  Jo hn ,  o ne  o f  t he  cy b er c r i me  ex p e r t s - an a ly s t s  wh o  

p a r t i c ip a t ed  in  t h i s  r e s ea r ch ,  a lm os t  a l l  o f  t h e  cas es  o f  s u r v iv or s ’  f i r s t  

co n t ac t  w i t h  t h e  po l i c e  we r e  ch a r ac t e r i z ed  by  v i c t im -b l am in g  

b eh av io ur s ,  wi t h  t he  o f f i c e r s  qu es t i on in g  th e  s u r v i vo rs  ask in g  th em  

“w h y  t h ey  h ad  in i t i a l l y  ag r eed  to  t ak e  s u ch  r ev ea l i ng  p ho to g r ap hs , ”  

“w h y  t h ey  h ad  vo lun t a r i l y  ag r eed  t o  s en d  th e  m at e r i a l , ”  an d  “w h e th e r  

t h e  m a t e r i a l  w as  s ha r ed  b y  t h em  w i th  th i rd  p a r t i e s  o th e r  t h an  th e  

a l l eg ed  p e rp e t r a to r . ”  T h i s  cou l d  qu i t e  p os s i b ly  h av e  b een  th e  r ea so n  

b eh i nd  th e  s u rv i vo rs ’  u nw i l l i n gn es s  t o  f i l e  a  r epo r t  t o  t h e  p o l i c e .   
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P r ev io us  s t ud ie s  sho w  t ha t  po l i c e  an d  o th e r  p e r s on n e l  w ho  dea l  wi t h  

s exu a l  a s s au l t  t end  to  b l am e  t h e  su r v iv o r  (C amp be l l  &  Joh ns on ,  19 97 ;  

L a f r ee ,  1 98 9 ;  Sp ohn  e t  a l . ,  20 01 ) .  Fo r  i n s t an ce ,  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  t ak e  

i n t o  acco un t  t h e  l ev e l  o f  “v i c t im  m al p r ac t i c e”  b e fo r e  a r r es t i n g  

o f f end e rs ,  p r os ecu to r s  p e r s i s t en t ly  q ues t io n  v i c t ims ’  j u s t i f i c a t io ns  f o r  

r ep o r t i ng  s ex  c r im es ,  and  j u r o r s  b as e  th e i r  d ec i s i on s  on  th e  

ch a r ac t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  s u rv i vo r  r a th e r  t h an  th e  ac t io ns  o f  t h e  p e r pe t ra to r  

( L a f r ee ,  1 98 9 ;  Sp oh n  e t  a l ,  20 01 ) .  A cco r d in g  to  o n e  r es ea r ch ,  51 % o f  

p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  mi sap p l i ed  th e  l aw  b y  b l ami ng  t he  s u rv i vo r s  o f  t h e  

a s s au l t  (C am pb e l l  an d  Jo hn so n ,  1 99 7 ) .  

P a r t i c ip an t s  a l s o  co n nec ted  v i c t im -b lami ng  wi t h  po o r  r ep o r t i ng  r a t es ,  

e s p ec i a l l y  by  t h e  po l i c e .  As  o ne  o f  t he  l aw y er s  w ho  p a r t i c i p a t ed  i n  t h i s  

i nv es t i g a t i on  m en t io n ed ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h ing  a  l aw y er  ha s  t o  dea l  w i th  i n  

t h es e  ty p es  o f  c a s es  i s  t h e  r e l u c t an ce  o f  t he  s u rv iv or  t o  f i l e  a  com pl a i n t  

w i t h  t h e  au t ho r i t i e s .  Th i s  i s  b ecau s e ,  a s  h e  co mm ent s ,  h i s  c l i en t s  a r e  

a lm os t  a l w ay s  a f r a id  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  w i l l  t e l l  t h em  t ha t  “ wh at ever  g e t s  

u p l oa d ed  o n  th e  in t e r n e t  i s  n ever  d e l e t ed  a nd  t ha t  yo u  sh ou ld n ’ t  ha ve  

t a ken  th os e  p ho t os  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a ce .”  

T h e  20 %  (N =  2  o u t  o f  10 )  o f  t h e  p ro f es s i on a l s  a l so  m en t io n ed  t h a t  

s u rv iv or s  us u a l l y  t e l l  t h em th a t  t h ey  do  no t  wan t  t he  p o l i c e  i n vo l v ed  i n  

t h e i r  c as e  b ecaus e  t h ey  d o  no t  t r us t  t he  au t ho r i t i e s .   

A s  l awy e r  Di mi t r i s  n o t es :  

V i c t i ms  e i t h e r  d o  no t  b e l i ev e  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  wi l l  d o  any th in g  to  

h e lp  th em,  o r  t h ey  b e l i ev e  t ha t  t h i ng s  w i l l  ge t  wo r s e .  T h ey  o f t en  

t e l l  me  t h a t  t h ey  hav e  b een  i n  con t ac t  w i t h  o t he r  v i c t im s  w h o  
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f i l ed  a  com pl a i n t  wi th  t h e  au t ho r i t i e s  an d  h av e  s een  n o  re s u l t s  

w h a t so ev er .  

S om et h in g  s im i l a r  w as  a l s o  comm ent ed  by  ano th e r  cyb e r  s ecu r i t y  

ex p e r t  w ho  s a i d  th a t  h i s  c l i en t s  w ho  h av e  b een  su rv iv o rs  o f  s ex u a l  

v io l en ce  o f t en  re f us e  t o  con t ac t  t h e  au t ho r i t i e s  b ecau s e  they  f ea r  t ha t  

s u ch  a  mo ve  wi l l  fu r th e r  en r ag e  th e  pe r p e t r a t o r  wh o ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  t ak e  

r ev eng e ,  wi l l  beg i n  s en d i ng  th e  m at e r i a l  t o  t h e  su rv iv or ’ s  co wo rk e r s ,  

f ami ly ,  an d  c lo se  f r i en ds .  

In  c a s es  wh e r e  t h e  m at e r i a l  h as  b een  pu b l i s hed  no n - co ns en su a l ly  

o n  w ebs i t es  on  t h e  i n t e rn e t  b u t  h a s  no t  y e t  r e ach ed  th e  h an ds  o f  

t h e  v i c t i m ’s  f am i l y  o r  co l l e agu es  f r om th e  v i c t im ’s  wo rk p l ace ,  

t h e  v i c t i m  ca t ego r i ca l l y  d en ie s  po l i c e  i nv o l vem en t  fo r  f ea r  o f  t h e  

m at e r i a l  b e in g  l e aked  ag a i n  and  s om eon e  c l os e  to  t h em see i ng  i t .  

M ar i k e l l y ,  o n e  o f  t h e  m en t a l  h ea l t h  p ro f e s s i on a l s  w ho  p ar t i c ip a t ed  i n  

t h i s  r es ea r ch ,  r e fe r r ed  to  t h e  p r o ces s  o f  s econ da r y  v i c t im iza t io n  th a t  

s u rv iv or s  exp e r i ence  w h en  th ey  a r e  c a l l ed  by  th e  p o l i c e  an d  h av e  t o  

h and  o v e r  t h e i r  nu de  ph o t o  m a t e r i a l  t o  t h e  o f f i c e r s .  As  t he  th e r ap i s t  

p o i n t ed  o u t :  

T h i s  i s  an  ex t r em ely  pa in f u l  p ro ces s  t h a t  r e - t r aum a t i zes  t h e  

v i c t i ms  a s  i t  f o r ce s  t h em  t o  con f ro n t  t h e i r  t r au m at i c  t r i g ge r  aga in  

an d  ag a in .  I ’ v e  h ad  o t h er  pa t i en t s  w ho  d on ’ t  w an t  t o  c a l l  t h e  

p o l i c e  b ecaus e  th ey  d on ’ t  w an t  t o  h av e  to  s ho w th e  p o l i c e  t h os e  

p h o to g r ap hs .  

A n  eq u a l l y  i mp or t an t  po s i t i o n  w as  m ad e  b y  Pan t e l i s ,  a  spec i a l i s t  -  

an a lys t  o f  cy b e r - c r i mes  w ho ,  b as ed  o n  h i s  exp e r i en ce  i n  ca s e s  o f  T FSV ,  

c l a r i f i ed  t h a t  t h e  t r e a tm en t  o f  t h e  au t ho r i t i e s  i s  d i f fe r en t  d ep en d i ng  o n  

t h e  su rv iv o r .   

Fo r  ex ampl e ,  a s  he  m en t i on ed :   
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In  c a s es  wh e r e  t h e  v i c t i m  i s  a  mi no r ,  t h e  m ob i l i z a t i on  b y  t h e  

au th or i t i e s  i s  imm ed i a t e  and  t he  t r e a tm en t  o f  t h e  po l i c e  t o war ds  

t h e  v i c t i m  i s  d i f f e ren t .  In  c a s es  w h er e  th e  v i c t im  i s  an  adu l t ,  

t h e r e  a re  ag a in  d i f fe r en ces .  Fo r  ex ampl e ,  i n  t h e  ca s e  o f  fo r e ig n  

w o men  w ho  w e r e  v i c t ims  o f  n on - co nsen su a l  d i s t r i b u t i on  o f  s exu a l  

m at e r i a l ,  t h e  p o l i c e  d i d  no t  t r e a t  t he  i nc i d en t  wi t h  du e  imp o r t an ce  

b u t  fo cus ed  o n  w he t h er  t h e r e  we r e  th rea t s  o f  p hy s i ca l  h a r m  

ag a ins t  t h e  v i c t im .  

T h e  i s su e  o f  d i s t i ng u i sh in g  be tw een  re s p ec t ab le  an d  no n - r e sp ec t ab l e  

v i c t i ms  h as  a l s o  em erg ed  in  r e s ea r ch  r e s u l t s  on  s ex u a l  ab us e .  Fo r  

i n s t an ce ,  C am pb e l l  and  J oh ns on  (1 99 7)  r epo r t ed  t h a t  40 % o f  po l i c e  

o f f i c e r s  b e l i ev e  th a t  r ap e  mu s t  i n c l ud e  f o r ce  an d  th a t  o cca s io na l l y  a  

m al e  c an ’ t  s t op  h im s e l f  ( p .  2 60 ) .  

 

The Interplay of  Legis lat ion,  Cross -Border  Cooperation,  

and Vict im Perception in  Tackl ing  TFSV  

T h e  d e t ec t io n  an d  id en t i f i c a t io n  o f  o f fen d e rs  i s  o n e  o f  t he  mo s t  

d i f f i cu l t  t a sk s  i n  a l l  t yp es  o f  cy be r c r im e ,  wh i ch  i s  m ad e  m o re  d i f f i cu l t  

b y  th e  s om et i m es  vag u e  and  co nf l i c t i ng ,  o r  no n - com pl emen t a r y ,  

l eg i s l a t i v e  bo rd e rs  ( s ee  e .g . ,  B ro adh u rs t ,  2 00 6 ;  B ro wn ,  20 1 5) .  

A cco rd in g  t o  t h e  ma j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p r o f es s i on a l s  ( 60 % o r  N=  6  ou t  o f  10 ) ,  

t h e  p a r t i cu l a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  f i gh t  ag a in s t  T FS V hav e  to  d o  ma i n ly  wi t h  th e  

f ac t  t h a t ,  i n  ad d i t i on  t o  i n d iv id u a l  p e rp e t r a to r s ,  admi n i s t r a to r s  o f  

w eb s i t es  an d  so c i a l  m ed i a  p l a t fo rm s  l oca t ed  i n  f o r e ig n  cou n t r i e s  wi t h  

d i f f e r en t  l eg a l  co des  a re  a l s o  b e i ng  inv o l v ed  ( s ee  a l so  t he  p r ev i ou s  

s ec t io n  abo v e  en t i t l ed  “ C h a l l eng es  Faced  b y  P o l i c e  Of f i ce r s ”  o n  wh a t  
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p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  comm ent ed  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  no n -  d i r ec t  co mm uni ca t io n  

o f  t he  au th or i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  op e r a t o r s  o f  webs i t es ) .  Wo r k i ng  i n  a  c r os s -

j u r i s d i c t io na l  s e t t i n g  w i th  o u t s id e  l aw  enf o r cem en t  au tho r i t i e s  i s  t hu s  a  

s ig n i f i c an t  p r ob l em f o r  po l i c in g  T FS V.  Th e  t wo  l aw y e rs  w h o  

p a r t i c ip a t ed  in  t h i s  i n v es t ig a t io n  s t a t ed  t h a t  t h e  G r eek  p o l i c e  co op e r a t e  

w i t h  t h e  au t ho r i t i e s  o f  f o r e ig n  cou n t r i e s  o n l y  i n  t h e  ca s e  w h e r e  min o r  

s u rv iv or s  a r e  i n vo lv ed .  

A s  o n e  o f  t h e  l awye r s  ex p l a in ed :  

O f  t h e  t en  t echn o l og i ca l  s ex u a l  v i o l ence  cas e s  I  h av e  h and l ed  to  

d a t e  i n  my  ca r ee r  as  a  l aw y er ,  tw o  h ave  in vo l v ed  mi no r  v i c t ims .  

In  s u ch  ca s es  w h e re  th e  r i s k  co n ce rn s  ch i ld r en  and  th e r e  i s  no w 

t a l k  o f  ch i l d  po r nog r aph y ,  t he  m ob i l i za t i on  o f  t he  au th or i t i e s  and  

co op e r a t io n  ou t s i de  b o r d e rs  i s  a  g iv en .  ( Dim i t r i s ,  l aw y er)  

T h e  c r os s - bo r d er  co o pe r a t io n  o f  t h e  au th o r i t i e s  sh ou l d  a l s o  

co n cer n  ca s es  o f  adu l t  v i c t imi za t io n  in  o rd e r  t o  s av e  va luab l e  

t im e  and  p r ev en t  f u r t he r  r ep ro du c t io n  o f  n on - cons ens u a l  m at e r i a l  

o n  th e  in t e r n e t .  T ech no lo gy  n ow  p r ov i d es  t h e  ap pr op r i a t e  m eans  

t o  d e t ec t  t h i s  t y p e  o f  m at e r i a l  i mm edia t e l y .  T h e  d i f f i cu l t i e s  hav e  

t o  do  p u r e ly  wi t h  t h e  d i f f e r en ce  in  l eg i s l a t i o n  f r om on e  co un t r y  

t o  ano t h e r ,  an o th e r  l aw y e r  (K os ta s )  ad d ed .  

I t  i s  n o t ab l e  t h a t  40 %  o f  t h e  p a r t i c ip an t s  (N =  4  o u t  o f  10 )  h i gh l ig h t ed  

t h e  f ac t  t h a t  v io l ence  and  h a rm  to  t h e  v i c t i m  a r e  su b j ec t iv e  co n cep t s  

b u t  t he  p o l i c e  t r e a t  t h em  as  o b j ec t i v e  b a s ed  o n  wh a t  i s  d e f i ned  in  t he  

c r im in a l  co d e .  

In  o r d er  t o  i n t e rv en e  i n  t im e ,  a  po l i c e  o f f i c e r  m us t  co ns id e r  

ad d i t i o n a l  e l em en t s  su ch  a s  wh e th e r  t he  v i c t im  i s  b e i ng  fo l lo w ed  

b y  th e  p e rp e t r a to r ,  w h e t h e r  t h e  v i c t im  i s  r e ce iv in g  th r ea t en in g  

m ess ag es ,  w h e t h er  t h e  v i c t i m  b e l i eve s  t h a t  t h e i r  l i f e  i s  i n  d an g e r  

o r  t ha t  t h e i r  p hys i ca l  i n t eg r i t y  i s  t h r ea t en ed .  (M ano s ,  

cy b e rs ecu r i ty  ex pe r t )  

S i mi l a r l y ,  M ar i k e l ly ,  a  m en t a l  h ea l t h  p r o f es s io n a l ,  s t a t es  t h a t  t h e  

m ob i l i z a t io n  o f  t h e  p o l i c e  i s  mo r e  imm edi a t e  i f  t h e  i s s ue  h as  b een  i n  
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t h e  n ew s  in  t h e  m ed i a  and  e sp ec i a l ly  i n  c as e s  wh e r e  th e  pe r p e t r a t o r  i s  

f amo us .  “ I f  t h e  v i c t im  and  t he  p e r p e t ra t o r  a r e  an on ym ou s ,  t h e  a r r es t  

w a r r an t  i t s e l f  m ay  n ev e r  co m e, ”  sh e  co mm en t s .  

R ecen t  r es ea r ch  h as  a l so  su pp o r t ed  t he  abo v e  a rg um ent s  b y  

h ig h l i gh t in g  th a t  wh i l e  ph ys i ca l  and  sex u a l  a s s au l t  h av e  b een  

c r im in a l i z ed  in  m an y  cou n t r i e s ,  t h e  s am e  co un t r i e s  s e ld om  i nc lu d e  

c r im in a l  p en a l t i e s  fo r  emo t i on a l  ab us e  an d  con t r o l l i n g  b ehav io ur  

( F l yn n  e t  a l . ,  2 02 1) .  

 

 

Special is ts ’  Recommendations  for  a  Hol is t ic  Response to  

TFSV 

T h e  p a r t i c i p an t s  i n  t h i s  r e s ea r ch  a l so  m ad e  s om e  s ug g es t i on s  th ro ug h  

w h ich  th e  p hen om en o n  o f  T FSV  can  be  b e t t e r  d ea l t  wi t h .  B as ed  o n  th e i r  

p r op os a l s ,  t wo  m ain  t h em es  em erg ed .  T h e  f i r s t  con ce r ns  t h e  t r a i n i ng  o f  

a l l  i nv o l ved  bo d i e s  i n  d ea l in g  wi t h  g en d e r -b as ed  v i o l en ce  and ,  i n  

p a r t i cu l a r ,  w i t h  t h e  p heno m en on  o f  T FS V.  T h e  s eco nd  con ce r ns  t h e  

b e t t e r  coo pe r a t io n  o f  t he  au th or i t i e s  bo th  a t  an  in t e r n a t i on a l ,  n a t io n a l  

an d  lo ca l  l ev e l  and  th e i r  co nn ec t io n  wi th  m en ta l  h ea l t h  p r o f es s i on a l s .  

In  ad d i t i o n  t o  p romo t i ng  v i c t im  aw ar en ess ,  t r a in i ng  p r ov id e s  w or k e rs  

w i t h  t h e  b as i c  t oo l s  fo r  eng ag i ng  w i th  in s t i t u t io ns .  I t  i s  c r u c i a l  t h a t  

t r a i n i ng  b e  con s t an t  an d  e f f i c i en t  i n  o r d e r  t o  ad d re s s  t he  l a ck  o f  

em p ath y  and  com p reh ens i o n  t h a t  t h e se  w o rk e rs  ex p e r i en ce  w hi l e  

i n t e r ac t i ng  w i th  T FS V v i c t ims .  
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Y o u cann o t  e f f ec t iv e ly  d ea l  w i t h  a  phen om eno n  wh en  you  kn ow  

n o t h i ng  abo u t  t he  ro o t s  o f  t h e  p ro b l em.  M os t  o f  t h e  po l i ce  and  

j ud g es  a r e  n o t  aw a re  o f  t h e  con s eq uences  o f  t h e  n on - co nsen su a l  

d i s t r i b u t i on  o f  s exu a l  m a t e r i a l  on  t h e  l i v es  o f  t h e  v i c t im s .  Th ey  

b e l i ev e  t ha t  a s  l ong  as  t h e r e  i s  n o  phy s i ca l  v io l en ce ,  eve r y t h i ng  

e l se  i s  m an ag eab l e .  Bu t  i t ’ s  no t  l i k e  t ha t .  Th e  ex pe r i en ces  o f  

v i c t i ms  o f  t e chn o l og i ca l l y  f a c i l i t a t ed  sex u a l  v i o l ence  s how  th a t  

t h e  so u l  hu r t s  mu ch  m o re  t h an  th e  b od y .  (L ina ,  Men t a l  H ea l th  

Sp ec i a l i s t )  

L ik ewi s e ,  a  f r equ en t  con ce rn  was  th e  g en e ra l  l a ck  o f  kn ow l ed g e  

r eg a rd in g  s ex ua l  v io l en ce - re l a t ed  t op ic s .  In  r e l a t ed  s tu d ie s ,  s ex u a l  

a s s au l t  p ro f es s io n a l s  h av e  r epo r t ed  a  l a ck  o f  u nd e rs t and in g  b y  a l l  

l ev e l s  o f  t h e  c r imin a l  j u s t i c e  sy s t em  (C am pb e l l  &  Jo hn son ,  1 99 7 ;  F in ch  

&  M un r o ,  2 00 5 ;  S po h n  e t  a l . ,  20 01 ) .  Th e  m ai n  ob s t ac l es  c i t ed  by  t h e  

p a r t i c ip an t s  w er e  “d en i a l  o f  t h e  p r ob lem , ”  “ l ack  o f  b e l i e f  t h a t  s exu a l  

a s s au l t  o ccu rs , ”  and  “ i gn o ran ce  abo u t  s exu a l  v io l en ce . ”  Th i s  i gn or an ce  

cau s es  a  d i s r es p ec t  t o  t he  s u rv iv or s .  So m e p eo p l e  mig h t  no t  r ep o r t  t h e  

i n c id en t  b ecau s e  t hey  d o  no t  t r us t  t h e  c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  s ys t em  

( C am pb e l l  &  J oh nso n ,  19 97 ;  F i n ch  & M un r o ,  2 00 5 ;  Sp ohn  e t  a l . ,  20 01 ) .   

A n o t he r  im po r t an t  r e com m en da t i on  tha t  w as  mad e  by  t he  p a r t i c i p an t s  

i n  t h i s  s t ud y  w as  fo r  m en t a l  h ea l t h  p rac t i t i o n e rs  t o  b e  mo r e  w i l l i n g  t o  

co l l ab o r a t e  wi th  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  an d  o th e r  p r o f e s s i on a l s .  I t  i s  no t  

u n ex p ec t ed  t h a t  po l i c e  d i f f e r  f ro m o the r  hum an  ca r e  p ro v i d er s  i n  w h a t  

t h ey  p r i o r i t i z e  i n  t h e  d eb a t e  ov e r  “pun i s hm en t  v e r su s  t r ea tm en t . ”   

I t  i s  we l l  a ckn o wl ed g ed  t h a t  so c i a l  wor k e rs  an d  po l i c e  h av e  d i s t i n c t  

p e r sp ec t i v es  wh en  i t  co m es  to  s o c i a l  i s su e s .  T h i s  d i s t i n c t i on  h a s  b een  

p r ev io us ly  n o t ed  by  H ech l e r  ( 19 88 ) ,  w h o  a rg u es  t ha t  whe r ea s  t h e  p o l i c e  

a t t empt  t o  up ho ld  th e  l aw ag a in s t  d i sob ed i en t  i n d iv id u a l s  t h r ou gh  
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co n f ro n t a t i on ,  so c i a l  w o rk e rs  t ry  t o  e f f ec t  ch an g e  t h ro ugh  co op e r a t io n .  

Wh en  coo r d in a t in g  s e r v i ces ,  S aun d er s  ( 1 98 8 )  em ph as i zed  t h e  n eed  to  

t ak e  t h es e  d i s c r ep an c i es  i n  t he  “b e l i e f  sy s t em s ”  o f  t h e  po l i c e  an d  o t he r  

h um an  ca r e  p r ov id er s  i n to  co ns i d e r a t i on .  

A s  P an t e l i s ,  a  cy b er  s ecu r i t y  exp e r t ,  co n c l ud ed :  

Wh i l e  on e  p r o f e s s io n a l  g r ou p  m ay  advo ca te  fo r  t h e  o v er a l l  w e l l -

b e in g  o f  t h e  v i c t i m ,  an o t h er  g r ou p  may  ad vo ca t e  fo r  ev i den ce  an d  

a  l eg i s l a t i v e  in t e r ven t io n  to  s t op  t e chn o l og y - f ac i l i t a t ed  s exu a l  

v io l en ce .  T h e  go a l  i s  t o  e s t ab l i s h  an  in t e r d i s c ip l in a r y  

en v i ro n m ent  w h er e  th e se  co n cep t u a l  d i s ag r eem en t s  c an  be  s e t t l ed  

an d  w h er e  each  n e tw o r k in g  bo dy  can  ca r r y  o u t  i t s  d u t y  wh i l e  

d e t e r min in g  an  i n t e r v en t i on  s t r a t egy  th a t  wo r ks  b e t t e r  fo r  t h e  

v i c t i m .  

 

Chapter  5  Findings  Overview  

T hi s  ch ap t e r  d e l v e d  i n t o  t h e  mul t i f a ce t ed  d im ens i on s  o f  T FS V an d  

m ov es  b ey on d  t h e  co mm onl y  us ed  t e rm “ r eveng e  p o rn . ”  I t  exp lo r es  t he  

m ot i v a t i on s ,  t h r ea t s ,  and  ch a l l en ges  su r r ou nd i ng  T FSV  in c id en t s  as  

r ev ea l ed  t h ro ug h  in t e rv i ew s  wi th  p ro f es s i on a l s .   

T h e  f i r s t  t h eme  r a i s ed  by  t h e  an a ly s i s  -  T h e  Mu l t i f a ce t ed  D im en s io ns  

o f  T FSV  –  n o t es  t he  d i v er s e  m an i f es t a t i o ns  o f  T FS V in  p rac t i c e .  S om e 

6 0  p e r  c en t  o f  p r o fe s s i on a l s  h ad  en cou n t e r ed  cas es  i nv o lv in g  th e  no n -

co ns ens u a l  sh a r i ng  o f  i n t im a t e  p i c t u r es  o n  b eh a l f  o f  f o rmer  p a r tn e r s  

s p ec i f i c a l l y .  4 0  p e r  c en t  o f  t h os e  in t e rv i ew ed ,  h o wev e r ,  be l i ev ed  t ha t  

‘ r ev en g e ’  w as  an  inaccu r a t e  mo t iv a t ion  i n  many  cas e s ,  a rg u i ng  t ha t  

T FS V i s  o f t en  m ot iv a t ed  b y  f i n an c i a l  g a in  o r  s ex u a l  con qu es t .  Th e  

p r o f es s io n a l s  a l s o  rep o r t ed  d i s t u rb i ng  ca s e s  wh e r e  un d e rag e  b oy s  
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w o ul d  hack  th e i r  c l a s sm at e s  i n  o rd e r  t o  s h a r e  i n t i m at e  pho to s  o f  t h em ,  

w i t h  t h e  v i c t im  o f t en  u n awar e  th a t  t h e  im ag es  w e r e  be in g  sh a r ed  am on g  

t h e i r  p ee r  g r ou p .  Iden t i fy in g  pe r p e t r a to r s  i n  su ch  s cen a r io s  w as  o f t en  

d i f f i cu l t  du e  to  t h e  c l an des t i n e  n a t u r e  o f  h ack i ng  a t t empt s .  

T h e  s eco nd  th em e id en t i f i ed  in  t h i s  chap t e r  –  C oe r c i on  and  Th r ea t s  –  

h ig h l i gh t s  t h e  u s e  o f  co e r c i on  and  t h rea t  i n  c as es  o f  T FSV .  So m e fo u r -

f i f t h s  o f  p ro f es s i ona l s  c i t ed  co e rc io n  as  a  means  fo r  t ak i ng  ex p l i c i t  

p h o to s  o f  wo men ,  w h e r ea f t e r  t h e  t h r ea t  o f  d i s t r i bu t io n  was  u s ed  to  

m an ip u l a t e  s u rv i vor s .  Th i s  w as  o f t en  p a r t  o f  a  p a t t e rn  o f  abu s i v e  

b eh av io ur s  wi th i n  a  r e l a t i o ns h i p ,  ch a rac t e r i s ed  by  a  n eed  to  d omi n a t e  

an d  con t r o l  t h e  p a r t n e r ,  w h er e  s u ch  r e l a t i o ns h ip s  cou ld  ex ace rb a t e  t h e  

s u rv iv or ’ s  vu l n e rab i l i t y .  A g a i n ,  i n  c ase s  o f  h ack in g ,  an  ab s en ce  o f  a  

b eh av io ur a l  pa t t e rn  cou ld  p r ev en t  l aw  en f o rcemen t  f r om  id en t i f y i ng  

w h o  w as  b eh in d  b l ack m ai l  a t t em pt s .  

A  th i r d  t h em e r a i s ed  by  th e  an a l ys i s  -  U n d er s t and i ng  Vi c t i m  H es i t a t i on  

i n  R epo r t in g  T FS V  –  h ig h l i gh t ed  th e  d i f f i cu l t i e s  i n  a s ce r t a i n in g  w hy  

s u rv iv or s  do  n o t  a lw ay s  co m e fo r w a rd .  Th e  p ro f es s i on a l s  r e cog n i s ed  

t h a t  su r v iv o rs  a r e  o f t en  r e lu c t an t  t o  i nv o l v e  au th o r i t i e s ,  a  r e l u c t ance  

s om et im es  fed  by  pe r cep t io ns  o f  v i c t im - b l ami ng  a t t i t u d es  an d  g en d er  

n o rm s  pe r p e tu a t ed  b y  l aw  en f o r cem en t .  L ik ewi s e ,  a  f e a r  o f  f o r m er  

p a r t n e r s ,  r e t a l i a t i on ,  o r  t h e  d i s t r i bu t io n  o f  f u r th e r  i n t ima t e  im ages  a l so  

d e t e r r ed  s u rv iv or s  f r om  c o min g  f o rw ar d .  

T h e  f ou r t h  t h em e  gen e r a t ed  t h ro ug h  them at i c  an a ly s i s  –  Th e  In t e r p l ay  

o f  L eg i s l a t i on  an d  C r oss -B o rd e r  Co ope r a t i on  –  h i gh l i gh t s  t h e  
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i n t e rn a t io n a l  n a t u re  o f  cyb e r c r im e  and  t h e  d i f f i cu l t i e s  t h i s  p re s en t s  f o r  

i d en t i fy i ng  an d  p ros ecu t i ng  p e rp e t r a to r s .  Ho s t i ng  i mag es  o n  f o r e ig n  

w eb s i t es  o r  h acke r s  b e i ng  lo ca t ed  ou t s i d e  t h e  ju r i sd i c t io n  o f  o f f i ce r s  

co u l d  r en d e r  i t  d i f f i cu l t  t o  hav e  im ag es  r e mo v ed  o r  l au n ch  p r o ceed i ng s  

ag a ins t  cyb e r c r imin a l s .  S om e c r oss - ju r i sd i c t io n a l  coo p e ra t i on  w as  

n o t ed ,  p a r t i cu l a r l y  i n  c as e s  i n vo l v i ng  u n de r age  s u rv iv or s ,  a s  we l l  a s  

b e in g  m ot iv a t ed  by  th e  p e r cep t io n  o f  fu r th e r  t h r ea t  t o  t he  su r v i vo r .  

T h i s  i n d i ca t es  t ha t  T FS V i t s e l f  i s  o f t en  no t  co ns i d e red  a  p r io r i t y  un l es s  

o th e r  t h r ea t s  o r  c r im es  acco mp an y  i t ,  s ug g es t in g  i t s  d ep r i o r i t i z a t io n  

am on g  t h e  po l i c e  fo r ce .  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  f i f t h  t hem e  -  S pec ia l i s t s ’  R eco mm en d a t i on s  fo r  a  

H o l i s t i c  R esp on s e  to  T FS V  –  un de r s co r e s  t h e  recomm enda t i on s  

p u t  fo r w ar d  by  s p ec i a l i s t s  i n  o rd e r  t o  t ak e  a  ho l i s t i c  r e spo ns e  t o  

T FS V.  Fo r em os t ,  t h e  n eed  t o  im pr ov e  t r a in in g  fo r  a l l  p a r t i e s  

i nv o l ved  in  t he  p r oce s s  o f  d ea l in g  wi th  s u rv iv or s  –  f ro m l aw 

en f o rcemen t  t o  m en t a l  h ea l t h  p ro f es s io n a l s  –  w as  ad vo ca t ed .  

In t e r d i sc ip l in a ry  co o pe r a t io n  w as  a l so  deemed  to  b e  im po r t an t  i n  

o r d e r  t o  mak e  su r v iv o rs  f e e l  com fo r t ab l e  com in g  fo r w a rd  an d  to  

en su r e  t h ey  r ece iv ed  t h e  h e lp  t h ey  n eed  wi t h  r ega r ds  t o  men t a l  

h ea l th  an d  t r aum a.  T h e  im po r t ance  o f  a  coo r d in a t ed  e f fo r t  t o  t ak e  

a  nu an ced  app r o ach  to  u nd e rs t an d in g  th e  co mpl ex  and  d i ve r s e  

d im en s i on s  o f  T FSV  and  to  e f f ec t iv e ly  s up po r t  s u rv iv or s  and  

p u rs u e  j us t i c e  on  th e i r  b eh a l f  w as  a t  t h e  h ea r t  o f  t h e  

r e com m en da t i ons  pu t  f o r w a rd  b y  th e  p r o f es s i on a l s .  
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T h es e  f in d i ng s  un de r s co r e  t h e  i n t r i c a t e  and  d iv e r s e  n a t u re  o f  T FS V,  

h ig h l i gh t in g  v a r io us  m ot i v a t i on s ,  ch a l l eng es  i n  r ep o r t i ng ,  an d  th e  n eed  

f o r  im p ro ved  t r a in in g  and  co op e r a t i on  amo ng  p r o f e s s i on a l s  t o  p ro v i d e  

h o l i s t i c  s up po r t  t o  s u rv iv or s .  T h e  th em es  de r iv ed  f rom  th e  an a l ys i s  o f  

r e s po ns es  o n  b eh a l f  o f  v a r io us  p ro f es s io n a l s  fo cus ed  o n  t h e  

m ul t i f a ce t ed  n a tu r e  o f  T FS V,  s om et h i ng  wh ich  con f l i c t s  w i t h  t h e  

s om ewh a t  on e -d im en s i on a l  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  ‘ r ev eng e  p or n ’  g iv en  by  th e  

p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  p r eced in g  chap te r .  T h e  p r o f es s io n a l s  r ep o r t ed  an  

a r r ay  o f  c as e s  i n vo l v i ng  th e  n on - co nsen su a l  s h a r in g  o f  s ex u a l  im ages ,  

i n c lu d i ng  u nd e r ag e  cyb e r c r im in a l s  and  i nd iv i du a l s  mo t iva t ed  by  f ac t o r s  

o th e r  t h an  r ev eng e .  Mo t i va t io ns  s u ch  a s  f i n an c i a l  g a i n  an d  s ex u a l  p r i de  

i nd ica t e  t h e  my r i ad  f ac t o r s  t h a t  m ot i va t e  p e rp e t r a t o r s  o f  T FS V t o  sh a r e  

p r iv a t e  im ag es  on l in e .  Th e  d i s t i n c t io n  b e tw een  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  and  

p r o f es s io n a l s  i n  t h i s  r eg a rd  p e r haps  h ig h l ig h t s  t he  d i s t i n c t io n  be tw een  

t h e  fo cus  o n  th e  ac t  a s  a  c r im e  w i th in  l aw en fo r cem en t  a nd  t h e  con t ex t  

an d  mot iv e s  beh i nd  c r i m es  in  c l i n i ca l  p e r sp ec t i v es .  

In  a  s imi l a r  v e in ,  p r o f es s i on a l s  no ted  t h e  p e r v as i v en ess  o f  co er c io n  an d  

t h rea t s  i n  c as es  o f  T FS V as  we l l  a s  p a t t e r ns  o f  m an i pu l a t i on  u s ed  b y  

ab us e rs  t o  con v in ce  su r v iv o rs  t o  t ak e  ex p l i c i t  ph o t og r ap hs  as  w e l l  a s  

t h e  p r ac t i c e  o f  co n t r o l  f a c i l i t a t ed  b y  th e  t h r ea t  o f  t h e i r  pu b l i c a t io n .  

T h i s  may  con t r ib u te  t o  a  r e l uc t an ce  to  g o  t o  au th o r i t i e s  am on g  

s u rv iv or s ,  w ho  f ea r  t h e  p o l i c e  c ann o t  p r o t ec t  t h em f ro m su ch  

r ep e r cu ss i on s  o r  wi l l  b l am e  th em  fo r  t ak in g  i n t im at e  ph o to g r ap hs .  Th i s  

ap p ear s  t o  co r ro bo ra t e  t h e  o bs e rv a t io n  m ad e  abo v e  th a t  po l i c e  f o cus  

d i s p ro po r t i on a te ly  o n  th e  re sp on s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  v i c t i m  i n  su ch  ca se s  



206 
 

r a th e r  t h an  f o cus ing  on  th e  cu l p ab i l i t y  o f  t ho se  wh o  sh a re  im ag es  

i l l i c i t l y .   

P ro f e s s i on a l s  on  cyb e r c r im e  h ig h l i gh t  t h e  i n s u f f i c i en cy  o f  cu r r en t  

l eg i s l a t i on  as  w e l l  a s  e f f o r t s  i n  c ro s s -b o rd e r  coo p e r a t i on .  T he r e  i s  an  

ap p a ren t  n eed  fo r  fu r th e r  t r a in i ng  an d  g u i d an ce  f o r  p r o f es s io n a l s  

r eq u i r ed  to  n av i g a t e  t h e  ju r i sd i c t i on a l  com pl ex i t i e s  o f  c as e s  o f  T FS V  

t h a t  o f t en  s e r ve  as  o bs t ac l es  t o  a ch i ev i ng  j us t i c e  fo r  su r v i vo r s .  

L ik ewi s e ,  t h e  p a r t i c i p an t s  pu t  fo r w a rd  r ecomm end a t io ns  fo r  

i n t e rd i s c i p l i n a r y  co l l ab o r a t i on  b e t w een  m en t a l  h ea l t h  p ro f e s s i on a l s  and  

l aw en fo r cem en t  t ha t  echo es  th e  d i s cus s i on  o f  su r v eys  o f  p o l i c e  

o f f i c e r s  c a r r i ed  ou t  abo v e .   

T h e  ch ap te r  t he r e fo r e  p re s en t s  f i n d in gs  t h a t  h i gh l ig h t  t h e  d i v er s e  

n a tu r e  o f  o f f end i n g  mo t iv e s  and  th e  d iv e r s e  fu n c t i on s  th a t  T FSV  can  

p l ay  in  i n t i m at e  r e l a t i on sh ip s .  Fu r t h e rm o re ,  i t  emp h as i z es  t h e  n eed  f o r  

i mp ro v ed  t r a i n in g  an d  coo p er a t io n  amo n g  p r o f es s io n a l s  t o  p r ov id e  

h o l i s t i c  s up po r t  t o  s u rv iv or s  and  com ba t  e f f ec t iv e l y  s ex ua l  ab us e  

o n l in e .  
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Chapter 6: Concluding Discussion 
 

O v erv i ew  

T hi s  p ro j ec t  em b ark ed  on  a  comp r eh en s i v e  exp l o ra t i on  o f  Tech no lo gy -

F ac i l i t a t ed  S exu a l  Vi o l en ce  ( TFS V )  wi th i n  th e  G r eek  co n t ex t .  I t  a im ed  

t o  i l l umi n a t e  t h e  pe r s p ec t iv e s  and  ex pe r i en ces  o f  s u rv i vor s  (N =28 )  and  

k ey  s t akeho ld e rs ,  i n c lu d in g  cyb e r c r ime  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  ( N=1 5 ) ,  cy b er  

s ecu r i t y  ex p e r t s  (N=6 ) ,  l aw y er s  ( N =2 ) ,  an d  m en t a l  hea l th  cou ns e lo r s  

( N =2 ) .  Ad h e r in g  to  a  c r i t i c a l  r e a l i sm p a r ad ig m (B h as ka r,  1 97 8) ,  t h i s  

q u a l i t a t i v e  r es ea r ch  u t i l i zed  on l i ne  i n t e rv i ew s  v i a  Sk yp e  and  o p en -

en d ed  q u es t io nn a i re s .  Whi l e  I  i n t e rv i ew ed  s u r v i vo rs  an d  p r o f es s io n a l s  

( t he  l a t t e r  g r ou p  inc l ud i ng  p sy cho lo g i s t s ,  cyb e r  l aw  ex per t s ,  and  

s p ec i a l  i n v es t ig a to r s ) ,  I  s en t  o n l in e  qu es t i on n a i r es  w i th  o p en - end ed  

q u es t io ns  t o  po l i ce  o ff i c e r s  ( f o r  fu r t he r  d e t a i l s  s ee  C h ap t e r  2  

M e th od o lo gy ) .  T he  r e s ea r ch  em pl oy ed  a  t h em at i c  co d in g  s t ru c t u re  t o  

s ys t em at i ca l ly  o rg an i ze  t h e  d a t a  and  id en t i f y  comm on al i t i e s  an d  

d i s p ar i t i e s  i n  r es pon s es  p e r t a i n i ng  to  t h e  r es ea rch  q ues t i on s .  Th e  s t ud y  

p r ov id es  a  com pr ehen s i ve  v i ew  o f  t he  T FS V l and s cap e  in  G r eece ,  

r e in f o rced  by  s p ec i f i c  p e r cen t ag es ,  p a i n t i ng  a  d e t a i l ed  por t r a i t  o f  t h i s  

co mpl ex  i s s u e .  

 

Su m ma ry  o f  th e  Ma in  R es earch  F in d in gs  

T h e  r e sea r ch  qu es t io ns  g u i d i ng  th i s  i nv es t i g a t i on  we r e  as  f o l l o ws :  



208 
 

1 )  Wh a t  a r e  t h e  su rv iv o rs ’ ex p e r i en ces  o f  TFS V ?  

1 A )  H ow  d o  su r v i vo r s  i n t e r p r e t  t h e i r  ex p e r i en ce  o f  TFSV a s  imp ac t in g  

t h e i r  su bs equ en t  l i f e  t r a j ec to r i e s  and  ou t com es ?  

2 )  Wh a t  a r e  t h e  in s t i t u t io n a l  r e sp on s es  –  b o t h  go v er nm en t a l  an d  no n -

g o ve r nm en t a l  –  t o  T FSV- r e l a t ed  v i c t im i s a t i on ?  

2 A )  Wh at  a r e  Gr eek  po l i c e  o ff i c e r s ’ pe r cep t io ns  o f  TFS V and  o f  t he  

w ay s  t h ey  re sp on d  t o  i t ?  

2 B )  Ho w do  p r o fe s s io n a l s  wo rk in g  i n  co un s e l l i n g  an d  sup p or t  ( e . g . ,  

m en t a l  h ea l th  p ro f es s i on a l s ,  l awy e rs ,  e t c . )  r e s po nd  to  i n c id en t s  o f  

T FS V?  

T h i s  ch ap t e r  con c lu d es  an  i n - d ep t h  exami n a t i on  o f  t he  i n t r i c a t e  an d  

d i s h ea r t en i ng  l an dscap e  o f  TF SV wi t h in  t h e  con t ex t  o f  G reece .  T h i s  

r e s ea r ch  h as  r ev ea l ed  a  t ap es t r y  o f  i n s i gh t s  i n to  t h e  m ul t i f a ce t ed  n a t u r e  

o f  TFS V,  to u ch in g  u p on  i t s  i mp ac t  o n  s u rv iv or s ,  t he  r es po ns e s  o f  l aw 

en f o rcemen t  o f f i c e r s ,  and  th e  p e r s p ec t i v es  o f  v a r io us  p r o f e s s io n a l s .  

T h e  f o l l o win g  comp r eh en s iv e  f in d i ngs  en caps u l a t e  t h e  s ig n i f i c an t  

a s p ec t s  o f  t h i s  s t udy :  

 

I mp a c t  on  Su rv i vors :  

I n  r esp on s e  to  R es ea r ch  Q u es t io n  1 ,  “Wh a t  a r e  t h e  su r v ivo r s ’ 

ex p e r i en ces  o f  TFSV ? ” ,  t h i s  s t ud y  f oun d  th a t  a  su bs t an t i a l  m aj o r i t y  

( 9 3 %)  o f  s u r v i vo rs  a r e  wo men ,  p r edo mi n an t ly  ag ed  be tw een  1 9  and  4 5 .  

P e rh aps  th e  m os t  a l a r mi ng  rev e l a t io n  i s  t h a t  86 %  o f  su r v iv o rs  en du r ed  
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n o n- con s ens u a l  d i s t r i bu t io n  o f  s ex ua l  m at e r i a l  wh i l e  t h ey  w e r e  s t i l l  

m in or s ,  o f t en  du r i ng  t h e i r  p re - ado l e s cen t  and  ado l es cen t  y ea r s .  T h i s  

s ig n i f i es  a  d eep l y  t r o ub l in g  p a t t e r n  o f  v i c t imi za t io n  t h a t  n ece ss i t a t es  

a t t en t i on .  

F ur th e rm o re ,  a  n o tew o r t hy  8 9 % of  s u rv iv o rs  p oss e s s ed  a  h ig h  l ev e l  o f  

ed u ca t i on ,  f r eq u en t l y  a t  t h e  un i v e rs i t y  l ev e l .  T h i s  d e t a i l  ch a l l en g es  

p r econ ce i v ed  n o t i on s  abo u t  t h e  d em ogr ap h i c  p ro f i l e  o f  TFS V s u r v i vo rs ,  

h ig h l i gh t in g  th a t  ed u ca t i on  an d  so c i a l  s t and i ng  d o  no t  sh i e l d  

i nd iv i du a l s  f r om th i s  f o r m o f  v i c t im i za t i on .  R es ea rch  Q ues t io n  1A 

s ou gh t  t o  a ch i ev e  a  n uan ced  u nd e rs t and in g  o f  ho w v i c t imi za t io n  

i n f lu en ces  v a r io us  a s p ec t s  o f  i n d i v id ua l s ’ w e l l - b e i ng  an d  o pp or tu n i t i e s ;  

t h i s  s tu dy  fo un d  t ha t  t h e  im p ac t  o n  s u r v iv or s ’ m en t a l  w e l l - be in g  i s  

p r o fo un d ly  d i s t u rb in g ,  wi t h  an  ov e r whe lm in g  96 %  r epo r t in g  s i gn i f i c an t  

m en t a l  h ea l th  r ep ercu ss io ns .  Th ese  r epe r cu ss i on s  sp an  a  w i de  s p ec t rum  

o f  p sy cho l og i ca l  d i s t r e s s ,  i n c l ud in g  anx i e ty,  p ho b i a s ,  s l e ep  

d i s t u rb an ces ,  e a t i ng  d i s o rd e rs ,  and ,  t r ag i ca l ly,  s u i c i d a l  t h o ug h t s .  

A d d i t i o na l ly,  50 % o f  p a r t i c ip an t s  ex pe r i en ced  bo dy  s ham e ,  l o s s  o f  

co n t ro l ,  h umi l i a t i on ,  anx i e ty,  an d  a  n eed  fo r  h yp e rv ig i l ance .  Th e  

p r ev a l en ce  o f  t h es e  m en t a l  h ea l t h  co nseq u en ces  u n de r l in es  t h e  u rg en t  

n eed  f o r  co mp r eh en s i v e  m en t a l  h ea l th  su pp o r t  f o r  TFS V s u rv iv or s .  

D es p i t e  t h e  s ev e r i t y  o f  t h es e  ps y ch o log i ca l  t r aum as ,  i t  i s  co n cer n i ng  

t h a t  96 %  o f  s u r v i vo r s  h es i t a t ed  to  s eek  p r o f es s io n a l  m en t a l  h ea l th  

s e r v i ces .  Th e  rea son s  b eh in d  t h i s  r e l uc t ance  a re  d iv e r s e ,  i n c lu d i ng  

n eg a t i v e  p as t  ex p er i en ce s ,  mi s t ru s t  i n  t h e  sy s t em,  an d  a  be l i e f  t h a t  t h ey  

co u l d  m an ag e  w i th  t h e  su pp or t  o f  f r i end s  and  f ami ly.  Whi l e  s om e 



210 
 

p a r t i c ip an t s  fo un d  s o l ace  in  p r i v a t e  men t a l  h ea l t h  p ro v ide r s ,  t h e re  i s  an  

ev id en t  g ap  i n  a cces s i ng  ap pr op r i a t e  m en t a l  h ea l th  s e rv i ce s  fo r  TFS V 

s u rv iv or s .  Ad d r es s in g  th e s e  ba r r i e r s  t o  a cces s i ng  m en t a l  hea l t h  c a r e  i s  

p a r am ou n t .  

M o r eo v er,  su r v iv o rs ’ p e r sp ec t iv e s  on  ju s t i c e  rev ea l  an  ove r a r ch i ng  

p r e f e r en ce  f o r  a  r es to r a t i v e  app r oach ,  f o cu s in g  on  t h e  h a r m  caus ed  by  

t h e  c r im e  r a th e r  t han  s eek in g  r eveng e .  Th ey  em ph as i ze  th e  s ig n i f i c an ce  

o f  s o c i e t a l  r e cog n i t i on  an d  con demn at io n  o f  t h e  c r i m e ,  as  w e l l  a s  

c o n cer ns  ab ou t  com mu ni t y  r e i n t eg r a t i on  an d  add r es s in g  t h e i r  o wn  

s h am e.  Th i s  h i gh l ig h t s  t h e  n eed  f o r  a  h o l i s t i c  ap p ro ach  to  j u s t i c e  an d  

s up po r t  t h a t  r e sp ec t s  su rv iv o rs ’ p r e f e ren ces .  

 

P ol i ce  O f f i c ers ’ Resp ons es :  

I n  r esp on s e  to  R es ea r ch  Q u es t io n  2A ,  “ Wh at  a r e  G reek  po l i c e  o ff i c e r s ’ 

p e r cep t i ons  o f  TFSV and  o f  t h e  ways  th ey  r e sp on d  t o  i t ? ” ,  t h i s  s tu dy  

u n co v e red  s i gn i f i c an t  ch a l l eng es  i n  how  TFS V ca s es  a r e  ad d r es sed  and  

u n de r s to od  b y  l aw  en f o rcemen t  o f f i c e r s .  No t ab ly,  on ly  6 .6 %  o f  p o l i c e  

o ff i c e r s  had  r ece i ved  s p ec i a l i z ed  t r a i n i ng  fo r  TFS V i nv es t ig a t io ns .  Th i s  

l a ck  o f  t r a i n in g  r e su l t s  i n  a  l i mi t ed  und e r s t an d i ng  o f  t h e  co mpl ex i t i e s  

o f  TFS V,  w i th  t h e  p r edom in an t  a s s o c i a t i on  o f  TFS V wi th  “ r eveng e  

p o rn ”  u nd e rs co r in g  th e  n ec es s i t y  f o r  b r o ad en i ng  t h e i r  com p reh en s i on  

b eyo nd  t h i s  n a r ro w t e r mi no l ogy.  

T h e  p e rp e t u a t i on  o f  v i c t im -b l amin g  a t t i t u d es  w i th in  l aw en f o rcemen t  i s  

an o t h er  co n cer n i ng  f in d in g ,  wi t h  26 .6%  o f  o ff i ce r s  l ab e l in g  su r v i vo rs  
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w i t h  t e r ms  l i ke  “ r i sk y ”  o r  “ na ïv e . ”  Th i s  u nd e r l in e s  t h e  u rg en cy  o f  

t r an s fo rm in g  a t t i t ud es  wi th i n  th e  p o l i c e  f o r ce  to  c r ea t e  a  mo r e  

s up po r t iv e  en v i ro nm ent  f o r  su rv iv or s .  

A d d i t i o na l ly,  ch a l l en g es  faced  by  p o l i c e  o ff i c e r s  i n c l ud e  t h e  abs en ce  o f  

s p ec i a l i z ed  p er so nne l ,  p a r t i cu l a r ly  p sych o l og i s t s ,  an d  t h e  l a ck  o f  

d ed i ca t ed  f ac i l i t i e s  a t  po l i c e  s t a t i on s .  T h i s  h i gh l ig h t s  t h e  n eed  fo r  

s t ru c t u ra l  i mp r ov em ent s  i n  po l i c e  depa r tm en t s  t o  enh an ce  th e i r  

c ap ac i ty  t o  ad d r es s  TF SV cas es  e f f ec t iv e ly.  T h e  r eco mm en d a t i on  fo r  

t h e  p r e s en ce  o f  f ema l e  cou n t e rp a r t s  du r i ng  v i c t im  d epos i t i on s  i s  a l s o  a  

p r ac t i ca l  s t ep  t ow ar d s  c r ea t i ng  a  m o r e  con du c iv e  env i r onm ent  f o r  

s u rv iv or s .  

 

I ns i gh ts  f ro m Pro fe s s i ona l s :  

R esea r ch  Qu es t i on  2 B  so ug h t  t o  u nd e rs t an d  ho w p ro f es s io n a l s  wo r k in g  

i n  cou ns e l in g  an d  su p po r t ,  su ch  as  m en t a l  h ea l t h  p ro f es s io n a l s  and  

l awy e r s ,  r e sp on d  t o  i n c i d en t s  o f  TFS V.  T h i s  s tu dy  fo un d  th a t  i n  t h e  

ex amin a t io n  o f  TFSV,  ex p er t s ,  i n c l ud in g  cyb e r secu r i t y  p ro f e s s i on a l s ,  

m en t a l  h ea l th  cou ns e lo r s ,  and  l awy e rs ,  p r ov id e  a  m or e  com p reh en s i ve  

p e r sp ec t i v e  com pa red  t o  t h a t  o f  po l i c e  o ff i c e r s .  Th ey  un de r s co r e  t h e  

m ul t i f a ce t ed  n a tu r e  o f  TFS V,  m ov in g  bey on d  th e  com mo n t e rm  

“ r ev en g e  po r n . ”  N o t ab ly,  6 0 % o f  t h es e  exp e r t s  r epo r t ed  ca s e s  i nv o l v i ng  

t h e  no n -con s en su a l  sh a r i ng  o f  i n t im a te  im ag es  by  ex -p a r tn e r s ,  w h i l e  

4 0 % c r i t i c i z ed  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  t e r m “ r ev eng e  p o rn , ”  r e co gn i z in g  d i v er s e  

m ot i v a t i on s ,  s u ch  as  f i nan c i a l  g a i n  and  s exu a l  p r id e .  F ur t h e r mo r e ,  
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s om e  ca s es  i n vo lv ed  un de r age  cy b e rc r i min a l s  h ack in g  and  s t ea l i ng  

n u de  p ho to s ,  w h i ch  p os ed  a  s ig n i f i c an t  ch a l l en ge  fo r  l aw  en f o rcemen t ,  

o f t en  ex acer b a t ed  by  v i c t i ms ’ l a ck  o f  aw a r en es s  o f  t h e i r  im ag es  h av in g  

b een  sh a r ed  wi t ho u t  co ns en t .  

C o er c io n  an d  th r ea t s  w e r e  r ecu r r i ng  e l em en t s  i n  TFS V cas e s ,  w i t h  80 % 

o f  t he  p r o f es s io n a l s  h ig h l i gh t in g  tw o  cen t r a l  t h r ea t s :  co er c in g  

s u rv iv or s  t o  t ak e  ex p l i c i t  p ho t os  an d  th r ea t en i ng  to  d i s t r i b u t e  t h em.  

T h es e  ab us i v e  dy n am ics  w e r e  o f t en  cha r ac t e r i z ed  b y  m a n i pu la t i ve  

t a c t i c s  wi th in  r e l a t i on sh ips ,  i n d i ca t i ng  s ig ns  o f  con t r o l  an d  a  d i s t i n c t  

ab s en ce  o f  w a rn in g  s i gn s ,  p a r t i cu l a r l y  i n  h ack in g  ca se s .  S ur v i vo rs  

f r eq uen t l y  h es i t a t ed  t o  r epo r t  T FS V i nc i d en t s ,  l a rg e ly  d ue  to  t h e  

p e r v as i v e  v i c t i m -b lami ng  a t t i t ud es  o f  p o l i c e  o ff i c e r s  an d  f ea r s  t h a t  

i nv o l v in g  l aw  en fo r cem en t  m ig h t  ex ace r b a t e  t he i r  s i t ua t io ns .  T h e  

co mpl ex  l an ds cap e  o f  c ros s -b or d e r  coop e r a t io n  w as  n o t ed  b y  6 0%  o f  

p r o f es s io n a l s ,  p a r t i cu l a r ly  w h en  fo r e i gn  w eb s i t es  an d  admi n i s t ra to r s  

w e r e  i nv o lv ed .  Th es e  f in d i ng s  un d er s co r e  t h e  p r e s s i ng  n eed  fo r  a  

h o l i s t i c  r es po ns e ,  i n v o lv in g  i n t e rd i s c ip l i na r y  co l l abo r a t io n  and  

h e ig h t en ed  aw aren es s  and  t r a i n in g  f o r  a l l  p a r t i e s  i n vo lv ed  in  

ad d r es s in g  TFS V,  in  co n t r as t  t o  t h e  t r ad i t i on a l  s t an ce  h e ld  by  p o l i c e  

o ff i c e r s .  

Si m i la r i t i e s  and  Di f f eren ces  A mon g  Group s  o f  Res earch  P a rt i c ipa nt s  

T h e r e  a r e  no tab l e  s i mi l a r i t i e s  and  d i f fe r en ces  amo ng  t h e  r e s ea r ch  

g r ou ps  i nv o lv ed  in  t h i s  s tu dy.  A co mmo n  con s en su s  ex i s t s  amo ng  b o t h  

l aw en fo r cem en t  o ff i c e r s  and  p r o f es s io n a l s  r eg a r d in g  th e  ch a l l eng es  i n  
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d e f i n i ng  TFS V.  Fu r t h e r,  bo th  g r ou ps  as so c i a t e  TFS V w i th  “ r eveng e  

p o rn ”  p o i n t i ng  to  t h e  im p e r a t i v e  o f  enh an ced  t r a in in g  p rog r am s  to  

ex p an d  th e  un d e rs t an d i ng  o f  TF SV b ey o nd  th e  co nf in e s  o f  a  n a r r ow  

t e rm in o lo gy.  Th e  ag r eem en t  o n  t h e  n eed  t o  d e f in e  TF S V m o re  

c o mp r eh ens i v e l y  i s  a  s ig n i f i c an t  s t ep  to w ard  a  un i f i ed  app r o ach  to  

ad d r es s in g  th e  i s sue .  

I n  ad d i t i o n ,  b o th  su r v i vo rs  an d  p ro f es s io n a l s  a ck no wl edge  th e  

p e r s i s t en ce  o f  v i c t im - b l ami ng  a t t i t u d es  am on g  l aw  en fo r cem en t  

o f f i c e r s .  Su r v iv o rs  r ep o r t ed  l ab e l s  su ch  as  “ r i s ky ”  o r  “ n a ïv e ”  b e i ng  

a t t r i b u t ed  t o  t h em ,  w h i l e  p ro f es s io n a l s  r e cog n i zed  th i s  a s  a  p ro b l em at i c  

a t t i t ud e  wi th in  th e  p o l i c e  fo r ce .  Id en t i f y in g  t h i s  i s s u e  as  a  sh a r ed  

co n cer n  i s  an  e s s en t i a l  f i r s t  s t ep  i n  f os t e r in g  a  mo r e  s upp o r t i v e  

en v i ro nm ent  f o r  su r v iv or s  and  a l i gn i ng  t h e  p e r cep t i on s  o f  a l l  

s t ak eh o l d er s .  

A l on gs i d e  s imi l a r i t i e s ,  n o t ab le  d i f fe r en ces  em erg ed  amo ng  t h e  r es ea r ch  

g r ou ps  i n  t e rm s  o f  t h e  d ep t h  o f  un d er s t and i ng  o f  TFS V and  ex p e r t i s e  i n  

ad d r es s in g  th e  i s sue .  S ur v i vo rs  s h ar e  t h e i r  p e r so n a l  exp e r i en ce s  and  

i ns i g h t s ,  em ph as i z in g  th e  p sy cho l og ica l  im p ac t  and  n eed  f o r  r e s t o r a t iv e  

j u s t i c e .  Su r v iv o rs  i n  t h i s  s tu dy  repo r t ed  ad v e rs e  imp ac t s  o n  th e i r  

m en t a l  h ea l th  l i nk ed  wi t h  th e i r  exp e r i en ce s  o f  TFS V,  w hich  cau sed  

t h em to  ex p er i en ce  h um i l i a t i o n ,  h yp e rv ig i l an ce ,  an x i e ty,  an d  a  

w i t hd r aw al  f r om the i r  so c i a l  l i v e s .  Sur v iv or s  a l so  r ep or t ed  a  h es i t an c y  

t o  con t ac t  l aw en fo r cem en t  a f t e r  exp e r i en c in g  TFS V,  p a r t l y  becaus e  o f  

t h e i r  l a ck  o f  con f i den ce  in  p o l i c e  c ap ab i l i t i e s  t o  ad d r es s  t h e  c r im e  and  

a l so  d u e  t o  l a ck  o f  co n f id en c e  and  f ea r  o f  s t i gm at i za t io n .  
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C on s eq uen t ly,  su r v i vo r s  co n cep t u a l i z ed  r es t o r a t i v e  j u s t i ce  a s  a  c r u c i a l  

t oo l  fo r  im p ro v in g  co mmu ni ca t io n  b e tw een  su r v i vo rs  an d  l aw  

en f o rcemen t  an d  ens u r i ng  th a t  t h e  n eed s  o f  su rv iv o rs  a r e  ad d r es s ed  in  

t h e  a f t e rm at h  o f  TFS V.    

I n  co n t r as t ,  p ro f es s i on a l s ,  i n c lu d i ng  cy b e r  s ecu r i t y  exp e r t s  and  

l awy e r s ,  o f f e r  a  mor e  comp r ehens iv e  an d  n uan ced  p e rs p ec t iv e  o f  TFS V.  

F or  ex ampl e ,  t h ey  reco gn ized  TFS V as  a  m ul t i f a ce t ed  i s su e ,  ex t en d i ng  

b eyo nd  “ rev en g e  po r n ”  and  emp h as i z in g  i t s  l eg a l ,  t e ch n ica l ,  an d  

s o c i e t a l  d im en s i ons .  I n  con t r a s t ,  l aw en f o rcemen t  o f f i c e r s  p r i m ar i ly  

u s e  th e  t e r m “ r ev eng e  p o rn ”  an d ,  a s  a  g r ou p ,  m ay  no t  h ave  th e  s am e  

l ev e l  o f  exp e r t i s e  as  t h e  p r o f es s io n a l s .  T h es e  d i f f e r en ces  u n de r s co r e  

t h e  n eed  f o r  co n t inu o us  edu ca t io n  and  t r a in in g  t o  enh an ce  l aw  

en f o rcemen t ’s  comp r eh en s io n  and  ex pe r t i s e  i n  add r es s i ng  th e  

co mpl ex i t i e s  o f  TFS V ca s es .  

A n o t he r  n o t ab l e  d i ff e r en ce  l i e s  i n  t h e  u n de r s t an d i ng  o f  l eg i s l a t i v e  

ch ang e .  P r o f e s s i ona l s  ad v oca te  fo r  l eg i s l a t i v e  am en dm en t s  t o  m and a t e  

ex p l i c i t  t ak edo wn  p r o ced ur e s  f o r  t e l eco mmu ni ca t io ns  p ro v i d er s  and  

w eb s i t e  o pe r a t o r s ,  h o l d i ng  th em acco un t ab l e  fo r  t h e  p ro mp t  r em ov a l  o f  

ex p l i c i t  con t en t .  Th i s  p e r s p ec t i v e  i s  g r o un d ed  i n  l eg a l  exp e r t i s e  and  

u n de r s co r es  t h e  imp o r t an ce  o f  a  l eg a l  f r am ew o rk  i n  co mba t i ng  TFS V.  In  

co n t r as t ,  l aw  en f o rcem en t  o f f i c e r s ,  a s  d em on s t r a t ed  i n  t he  r e sea r ch ,  d i d  

n o t  u nd e rs t an d  t h e  l eg a l  i mp l i ca t i on s  o f  TFS V o r  demo ns t r a t e  g ene r a l  

l eg a l  exp e r t i s e  r ega r d i ng  t h e  c r im e .  Th e  d i s p ar i t i e s  i n  l eg a l  exp e r t i s e  

b e tw een  p r o f es s io na l s  an d  l aw  en f o r cem en t  o f f i c e r s  su g ges t  t h e  n eed  

f o r  l eg a l  t r a i n i ng  fo r  l aw enf o r cem en t  o f f i c e r s  t o  en su r e  t h a t  t h ey  a r e  
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u p  to  d a t e  wi t h  t h e  l eg a l  s t a t u t es  t h a t  sh o u ld  g u i de  t h e i r  r e s po ns e s  t o  

T FS V cas e s .  

T h es e  s imi l a r i t i e s  an d  d i f f e r en ces  amo n g  t h e  r es ea r ch  g ro u ps  

em ph as i ze  t h e  n eed  f o r  co l l ab o r a t i on  an d  k no wl ed g e -s ha r in g  amo ng  

s u rv iv or s ,  l aw en f o r cem en t  o ff i ce r s ,  an d  p ro f es s i on a l s .  Wh i l e  su r v iv o rs  

p r ov id e  in v a lu ab l e  p e r so n a l  i n s ig h t s  i n to  t he  em ot i on a l  an d  

p sy cho lo g i ca l  a sp ec t s  o f  TFS V,  p r o f e s s io n a l s  b r i ng  l ega l ,  t e ch n i ca l ,  

an d  so c i e t a l  exp e r t i s e  t o  t h e  t ab l e .  B r id g i ng  t he s e  g ap s  i n  

u n de r s t an d i ng  an d  p e r sp ec t i v es  i s  c ruc i a l  t o  d ev e l op  a  mo r e  h o l i s t i c  

an d  e f f ec t i v e  r es pon s e  to  T FSV.  An  in t eg r a t ed  app r o ach  t h a t  l ev e rag es  

t h e  s t r en g th s  o f  e ach  g r ou p  can  r es u l t  i n  a  m o r e  comp r ehen s i ve  s t r a t eg y  

t o  comb a t  TFS V and  p r ov id e  su pp o r t  an d  ju s t i c e  t o  s u rv i vo r s .  

I n  co n c lu s i on ,  t h i s  r e s ea r ch  u nd e rs co re s  t he  u rg en cy  o f  ad d r es s in g  

T FS V comp r eh ens iv e ly  an d  r eco gn i z in g  th e  mu l t i f a ce t ed  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  

p h en om eno n ,  t ak ing  i n t o  acco un t  d i f fe r en t  p e r s p ec t i v es .  T h e  f in d in gs  

em ph as i ze  t h e  impo r t an ce  o f  a  ho l i s t i c  app r oach  to  j u s t i c e ,  s up po r t ,  

an d  h ea l i ng  fo r  su rv iv o rs .  

M ov in g  f o r w a rd ,  t h i s  r es ea r ch  ca l l s  fo r  a  mu l t i f a ce t ed  app r o ach  to  

co mb at in g  TFS V.  Th i s  ap pr o ach  s ho u ld  i nv o l ve  ed u ca t i on a l  i n i t i a t i v es  

t o  p rev en t  TFS V,  im p ro ved  su pp o r t  sys t ems  fo r  su r v iv o rs ,  an d  enh an ced  

t r a i n i ng  f o r  l aw  enf o r cem en t  and  m en t a l  h ea l th  p r o f e s s i on a l s  t o  p r ov id e  

s ens i t i ve  an d  e f f ec t i v e  as s i s t an ce .  Th es e  e f fo r t s  a r e  es s en t i a l  t o  

m i t i g a t e  t h e  p ro f oun d  and  en du r i ng  h ar m  caus ed  by  T FS V and  t o  

p r om ot e  h ea l i ng ,  r es i l i en ce ,  and  j us t i ce  f o r  s u rv iv or s .  Fu r t h e r mo r e ,  i t  
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i s  c r i t i c a l  t o  ad dr e s s  t h e  b a r r i e r s  t h a t  d e t e r  s u rv i vo r s  f rom  s eek in g  

p r o f es s io n a l  m en t a l  h ea l t h  s e r v i ces  and  t o  b ro aden  th e  u nd e r s t an d i ng  o f  

T FS V am on g  l aw  en f o r cem en t  o f f i c e r s .  Th i s  w i l l  h e l p  ensu r e  a  m o r e  

s up po r t iv e  an d  em pa t h e t i c  r e sp on se  t o  T FS V cas e s ,  u l t im at e l y  

co n t r i bu t in g  to  a  s a f e r  an d  mo r e  ju s t  so c i e ty.  

 

D i s cu ss ion  o f  th e  F ind i ngs   

I n  co ns i d e r in g  w h er e  t h i s  p ro j ec t  f i t s  w i t h i n  t h e  wi d er  con t ex t  o f  t he  

l i t e ra tu r e ,  i t  i s  impo r t an t  t o  ev a lu a t e  t h e  f i n d i ng s  in  r e l a t i on  t o  wh a t  i s  

a l r e ad y  kn o wn .  La rg e ly,  t h e  f i n d i ng s  f r o m t h i s  qu a l i t a t i ve  s t ud y  a l ig n  

w i t h  w ha t  h as  b een  d ocum ent ed  i n  pa s t  l i t e r a tu r e ,  b u t  i t  i s  im p or t an t  t o  

co ns id e r  t h e  con t ex t  an d  ho w th i s  r e sea r ch  adv an ces  th e  d i s cu ss i on  o n  

T FS V.  

F ro m th e  cu r r en t  r es ea r ch  f in d i ng s ,  i t  i s  ev id en t  t h a t  v i c t i mi za t i on  h a s  

w i de - r an g i ng  e ff ec t s  o n  th e  l i v es  o f  t ho s e  w ho  h av e  ex p er i en ced  TFS V.  

T h es e  e ff ec t s  en com p as s  va r io us  a sp ec t s ,  i n c lu d in g  f am i l y  l i f e ,  

f r i en ds h i ps ,  an d  in t i ma t e  r e l a t i o ns h ip s ,  a l l  o f  w h i ch  a r e  ad v e rs e l y  

a f f ec t ed  b y  i n c i d en t s  o f  TFS V.  Th es e  co ns equ en ces ,  s u ch  a s  i s s u es  w i t h  

t r us t  i n  su bs eq u en t  i n t im at e  re l a t i on sh i ps ,  con t in u e  t o  t r ou b l e  

s u rv iv or s .  Th i s  a l i gn s  wi th  t he  ex i s t i ng  bo dy  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  s exu a l  

v io l en ce ,  w h e r e  s ch o l a r s  l i k e  G a v ey  an d  S en n  (2 00 4 )  h ave  con s i s t en t ly  

f o un d  th a t  v i c t im  sh am e i s  a  p ro mi nen t  o u t co m e.  Ad d i t i on a l ly,  Ho  e t  a l .  

( 2 01 2 )  h av e  ob s e rved  d e t r im en t a l  e f f ec t s  on  th e  m en t a l  hea l t h  o f  s exu a l  

v io l en ce  su rv iv o rs ,  w h i ch  s ub s eq u en t ly  i mp ac t  t h e i r  r e l a t i on sh ips  i n  
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d iv e rs e  ways .  Ch odo  e t  a l .  (2 00 9)  ev en  s ug g es t  t h a t  t h e  fa i l u r e  t o  f o rm 

co nn ec t io ns  in  fu tu r e  r e l a t i o ns h ip s  c an  l e ad  t o  ex t r em e  ou t com es  l i k e  

s u i c i d e ,  a l t ho ug h  th i s  w as  no t  a  f i n d in g  in  t he  cu r r en t  s tu dy.  

N ev e r t he l es s ,  m en ta l  h ea l th  con ce r ns  r em ai n  a  s i gn i f i can t  p r ob l em fo r  

T FS V v i c t ims .  

F ur th e rm o re ,  a  s tud y  con du c ted  b y  S in c l a i r  e t  a l .  (2 01 2 )  i n v es t ig a t ed  

t h e  i mp ac t  o f  o n l i ne  and  t ex t  mess ag e  h a r a s sm en t  on  mi dd l e  and  h i gh  

s cho o l  s t ud en t s ,  r ev ea l in g  a  h ig he r  r i sk  o f  s u i c i d a l  t en den c i es  w h en  

s tu d en t s  exp e r i enced  bo t h  cyb e rh a r as sm en t  and  t r a d i t i on a l  h a r as sm en t .  

Wh i l e  t h e r e  i s  l im i t ed  r es ea r ch  o n  th e  exp e r i en ces  o f  “ non - con s ens u a l  

i mag es ”  s u r v i vo rs ,  f r om  a  c r i min o l og ica l  p e r s p ec t i ve ,  i t  i s  a rg u ed  t ha t  

T FS V sh a r es  s i mi l a r i t i e s  wi th  o th e r  s ex u a l  o f f en s es ,  a s  su g ges t ed  by  

B l o om ( 20 14 ) .  Th es e  s imi l a r i t i e s  i nc lu d e  ca r ee r - r e l a t ed  ch a l l en g es  and  

i s s u es  i n  i n t e rp e rs on a l  r e l a t i o ns h ip s  wh en  p r i va t e  i m ag es  h av e  b een  

s h a r ed  o n l i ne .  Techn o l og y - f ac i l i t a t ed  s exu a l  v io l en ce  i s  a l so  l i nk ed  t o  

a  g r ea t e r  r i s k  o f  su i c i d a l  t en d en c i e s ,  e s p ec i a l l y  amo ng  v u l n er ab l e  

i nd iv i du a l s .  Th r ea t s  f r om  t h i rd  p a r t i e s  o r  ex -p a r t ne r s  m ay  f u r th e r  

co mp ou nd  t he s e  cha l l eng es .  

M o r eo v er,  a  q u a l i t a t i v e  s t ud y  by  B a t es  ( 20 16 )  o n  t h e  exp er i en ce s  o f  18  

s u rv iv or s  i n d i ca t ed  th a t  t h e  e f f ec t s  o f  u n au th o r i zed  o n l i ne  sh a r i ng  o f  

ex p l i c i t  im ag es  r esem bl e  th os e  o f  s exu a l  a s s au l t  and  h a ra s sm en t .  T h es e  

ex p e r i en ces  i n c lu de  comm on  t h em es  su ch  a s  l o s s  o f  t r us t ,  s e l f - b l am e ,  

p os t - t r aum at i c  s t r es s  d i so rd e r,  an x i e ty,  dep r es s io n ,  t ho ugh t s  o f  su i c id e ,  

l o w s e l f - con f i d en ce ,  an d  r ed u ced  s e l f - e s t e em .  Ad d i t io na l ly,  r es ea r ch  b y  
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t h e  C yb e r  C i v i l  R ig h t s  g ro up  ( E a t on  e t  a l . ,  20 17 )  u nd e rsco r e s  t h e  

s ev e re  m en t a l  h ea l th  p r ob l ems  ex p er i en ced  by  v i c t im s  o f  “ n on -

co ns ens u a l  im ag es . ”  

C o l l e c t iv e ly,  t h es e  s tu d i es  u nd e rs co r e  t h e  s ig n i f i c an t  and  d iv e r s e  

n eg a t i v e  r ep e r cuss io ns  o f  TFS V on  i t s  v i c t i ms ,  i n c lu d i ng  i t s  con n ec t i on  

t o  men t a l  h ea l th  i s s u es ,  t r us t - r e l a t ed  p r ob lems ,  and  a  h ig h e r  r i sk  o f  

s u i c i d a l  t en d en c i e s ,  e s p ec i a l l y  amo ng  v u l n er ab l e  i n d i v id ua l s .  

T h e  n eg a t iv e  e ff ec t s  o f  TFS V on  m en ta l  h ea l th  o u t l i n ed  in  t h i s  s tu dy  

w e r e  a l s o  con s i s t en t  wi t h  t h e  ex i s t i n g  l i t e ra tu r e  on  TFS V.  Fo r  ex am pl e ,  

t h i s  s tu dy  fo un d  t ha t  s u r v i vo rs  o f  TFSV w er e  go in g  t h ro ug h  ex t r em el y  

p a in fu l  p ro ces s es  an d  th a t  t h e  r e l i v i ng  o f  t h e  t r aum a  th r ou g h  t h e  

co mpl e t io n  o f  po l i ce  r epo r t s  and  w o rk in g  th r ou gh  c r imi n a l  p r oceed i ngs  

s ig n i f i c an t ly  i n c r eas ed  s t r es s  l ev e l s .  Th es e  i s s u es  w e r e  exace r b a t ed  

w h en  t h e  po l i c e  o ff i c e r s  d id  n o t  t ak e  th e  t h r ea t s  s e r io us ly  b ecau se  

t h e r e  was  no  p hy s i ca l  h a rm  in f l i c t ed  o n  su r v i vo rs .  I n  p rev io us  r e s ea r ch  

o n  s ex u a l  v i o l en ce ,  C amp b e l l  an d  Jo hns on  (1 99 7 )  p r op os ed  t h a t  a s  

m any  as  4 0%  o f  l aw  enf o r cem en t  o f f i c e r s  b e l i ev ed  s exu a l  v io l en ce  an d  

p h ys i ca l  v io l en ce  w e r e  i n t e rch an g eab l e .  Th e  cu r r en t  r es ea r ch  p ro j ec t  

a l so  f ou nd  t h a t  po l i c e  o ff i c e r s  w e r e  no t  app r op r i a t e l y  t r a i n ed  to  d ea l  

w i t h  TFS V s u r v i vor s ,  and  th a t  t h i s  l ed  to  i nc r eas ed  m en t a l  h ea l th  

s t r e s s .  T h i s  w as  a  r e l a t i v e l y  n ew  f i nd in g  in  r e l a t i on  t o  wh a t  h ad  

p r ev io us ly  b een  pub l i s h ed .  M en ta l  h ea l th  d oes  s eem to  b e  a  t op i c  t h a t  

i s  em erg i ng  mo r e  co mm onl y  in  t h e  b r oad e r  d i s cu ss i on s  by  su r v i vo rs ,  

an d  th i s  n ew co n t r ib u t io n  co u l d  b e  due  to  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  peo p l e  f i n d  
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i n c r ea s ed  com f or t  ( i n  cu r r en t  t im es )  i n  t a lk in g  abo u t  m en ta l  h ea l th  

i s s u es ,  wh e r eas  p r ev io us ly,  t h i s  t o p i c  w as  o f t en  s een  a s  t ab oo .  

I n  t he  co n t ex t  o f  soc i a l  r esp on s es  t o  TFS V-r e l a t ed  v i c t imi za t io n ,  t h i s  

r e s ea r ch  s t and s  ou t  d ue  t o  i t s  f o cu s  on  th e  d i s t i n c t i v e  cu l t u ra l  e l em en t s  

w i t h i n  G r eek  so c i e ty,  s e t t i ng  i t  ap a r t  f r o m t h e  b ro ad e r  f i e l d  o f  TFS V 

r e s ea r ch .  In  t h e  case  o f  G r eek  p o l i c e  o ff i c e r s ’ p e r cep t i ons  o f  TFS V,  

t h e r e  was  a  l a ck  o f  aw a r en ess  a r ou nd  T FS V and  n o  s t an da r d  p r ocedu r e  

t h a t  t h ey  cou l d  f o l lo w.  Th e  po l i c e  o ff i c e r s  d i d  no t  a l w ay s  f ee l  

co n f id en t  i n  u nd e r t ak in g  t h es e  p ro cedu r e s  du e  to  a  l a ck  o f  p r o f e s s i on a l  

d ev e l opm ent  t r a in in g ,  bu t  t hey  ackn ow l ed g ed  t he  i d eas .  T h i s  i s  

co n t r as t iv e  t o  l i t e ra t u r e  co nd u c t ed  b y  B on d  and  Ty r e l l  (20 1 8)  wh o  

s ug g es t ed  th a t  p o l i c e  f o r ce s  d id  n o t  hav e  a  go od  g r as p  o f  w h a t  

co ns t i t u t ed  n on - con s en su a l  im ag es  and ,  con s eq u en t ly,  t he r e  w as  n o  

v a l id  r es po ns e .  B on d  and  Ty r e l l  (2 018 )  s ug g es t ed  th a t  mo r e  

p r o f es s io n a l  d ev e l op m ent  t r a i n i ng  w as  n eces sa ry,  wh i ch  a l ig ns  w i th  t he  

f i nd i ng s  f ro m th i s  r e s ea r ch  p ro j ec t .  

F i n a l ly,  i n  r e l a t i on  t o  t h e  s ec t i on  o n  ho w  p r o f e s s i on a l s  wo r k i ng  in  

co un s e l l i n g  an d  sup p or t  r es po nd ed  t o  T FS V,  th i s  s t ud y  f ou n d  t h a t  t h e r e  

w e r e  s ig n i f i c an t  o bs t ac l es  f o r  m en t a l  h ea l th  an d  cyb e rs ecu r i ty  ex p er t s  

t o  ov e r co m e wh en  d ea l in g  wi th  s u r v i vo r s  o f  TFS V.  S pec i f i c a l ly,  i t  w as  

f o un d  th a t  t he  l eg a l  r equ i rem en t s  w e re  qu i t e  con f us i ng  in  t h e  G r eek  

co n t ex t  and  t ha t  t he r e  w as  a  l a ck  o f  r e s ou r ces  a l on g  wi th  v i c t i m -

b l ami ng  a t t i t u d es  t h a t  h in d e r ed  p ro s ecu t i on  and  v i c t i m  s up p or t .  G r i f f in  

( 2 02 0 )  no t ed  th a t  po r no g r ap hy  h ad  ad ap t ed  o v er  t h e  yea r s ,  wh ich  m ad e  

p r os ecu t i on  d i f f i cu l t .  I t  h as  t h us  b een  a  ch a l l eng e  f o r  t h e  l eg a l  sy s t em  
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t o  k eep  u p  wi t h  t ech n o lo gy,  wh i ch  do es  s eem  t o  exp l a in  to  s om e  ex t en t  

t h e  s i t u a t i on  in  Gr eece .  Walk e r  e t  a l .  (2 0 11 )  i n d i ca t e  t h a t  i t  i s  a l so  

d i f fe r en t  b as ed  on  d i f fe r en t  g en e r a t ion s ,  wh i ch  do es  no t  j u s t i fy  TS FV,  

b u t  r a th e r  t h a t  t h e  t r a in in g  r eq u i r ed  wh en  d ea l i ng  w i t h  yo u ng  p eo p l e  

m ay  b e  d i f f e r en t  f ro m th a t  r equ i red  wh en  add r es s i ng  T SFV wi th  o ld e r  

ad u l t s .  Th e r e  i s  a  pau c i ty  o f  r e s ea r ch  o n  th e  G r eek  s i t ua t i on ,  w h i ch  

d o es  s ug g es t  t h i s  i s  a  n ew  con t r ib u t i on  to  re s ea r ch  b ey on d  w h a t  

cu r r en t ly  ex i s t s  i n  t h e  l i t e r a tu r e .  

 

C on t r ib ut ion  to  Kn ow l edg e  

T hi s  r es ea r ch  s tu dy  r ep re s en t s  a  s ub s t an t i a l  an d  nu an ced  co n t r i bu t io n  

t o  t h e  r ea l ms  o f  soc i o lo gy,  c r im in o lo gy,  cy b e rc r imi no l ogy,  d ig i t a l  

c r im in o lo gy,  an d  the  un d e rs t and i n g  o f  t h e  i mp ac t  o f  cy be rc r im es  on  

v i c t i ms .  I t s  s ig n i f i c an ce  l i e s  i n  t h e  r i ch n es s  o f  t h e  em pi r i c a l  d a t a  

co l l e c t ed  an d  an a lyzed  a r ou nd  a  h i gh ly  i n t r i c a t e  an d  s ens i t i v e  s ub j ec t :  

Techn o l og y -F ac i l i t a t ed  S exu a l  Vio l ence  ( TFS V) .  I n  d e lv in g  in to  th i s  

i n t r i c a t e  f i e ld ,  t h i s  r e s ea r ch  un cov e rs  u n i qu e  ch a l l eng es  in  t h e  r es ea r ch  

p h as e — ch al l eng es  t h a t ,  u n t i l  no w,  h ave  r em a in ed  r e l a t i v e l y  un ch ar t ed .  

A n  an a l ys i s  o f  con tem po r a ry  an d  semin a l  wo r ks  in  t h e  f i e l d  o f  d ig i t a l  

c r im in o lo gy  r ev ea l s  r e cu r r in g  to p i cs  su ch  a s  cyb e rb u l l y i ng ,  o n l i ne  s ex  

w o r k ,  cyb e r s t a l k in g ,  ch i l d  po r no g r aph y,  h ack in g ,  o n l i n e  f r aud ,  

ch a l l en g es  exp e r i en ced  by  l aw enf o r cem en t ,  an d  th e  im pl i ca t io ns  fo r  

l aw en fo r cem en t .  Co mp ar a t i v e ly,  a  l imi t ed  amo un t  o f  r e s ea r ch  in  t h e  

f i e l d  h as  b een  d i r ec t ed  t o war ds  T FS V.  T hu s ,  t h i s  r e s ea r ch  p r ov id es  a  
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v i t a l  o u t l e t  fo r  s u rv iv o rs  o f  TFS V,  a l lo w in g  t h em  to  s h are  t h e i r  s t o r i es  

an d  exp e r i en ce s .  Th i s  n o t  o n ly  ad ds  an  i mp or t an t  a s p ec t  t o  t h e  bo dy  o f  

r e s ea r ch ,  bu t  a l s o  su p p l em en t s  ex i s t i ng  l i t e ra tu r e  on  t h e  s ub j ec t ,  a s  

ex empl i f i ed  b y  P ow e l l  an d  H en r y ’s  wo r k  in  2 01 8 .  P r io r  t o  t h i s  

r e s ea r ch ,  a  g l a r i ng  g ap  ex i s t ed  in  t h e  s t ud y  o f  TFS V,  p a r t i cu l a r ly  i n  t h e  

co n t ex t  o f  G r eece .  T h i s  r es ea r ch ,  t h e re f o r e ,  b r i n gs  to  t he  f o r e f r on t  a  

p r ev io us ly  o v er lo ok ed  a sp ec t  o f  TF SV,  en r i ch i ng  th e  k now l ed g e  b as e  

an d  su bs equ en t l y  pav in g  t h e  w ay  fo r  en h an ced  su pp or t  s t ru c tu r es  fo r  

t r au m a su rv iv o rs .  Th e  o r i g i n a l i t y  o f  t h i s  s tu dy  i s  ro o t ed  in  i t s  

en m esh in g  o f  v a r iou s  th eor i es  t o  ad op t  a  d ig i t a l  c r imi no lo g y  

p e r sp ec t i v e  th a t  a ch i ev es  a  b e t t e r  u nde r s t and in g  o f  t h e  co mp lex i t i e s  o f  

T FS V th an  t r ad i t i on a l  f r am ewo rk s .  Spec i f i c a l ly,  t h i s  r e s ea r ch  h as  

i l l u s t r a t ed  t h e  i mp ac t s  t h a t  h a rms  f ac i l i t a t ed  b y  t e chn o l ogy  hav e  on  

p eop l e  i n  a  r e a l - l i f e  con tex t ,  c l e a r l y  i l l u s t ra t i ng  th e  embed d ed  n a t u r e  

o f  o n l i n e / o ff l i n e  exp e r i en ces  i n  c r im e  an d  ju s t i c e .  Th i s  i s  an  imp o r t an t  

co n t r i bu t io n  to  t h e  l i t e ra tu r e  s i n ce  v e ry  f ew  s tu d i es  h av e  ad d r es s ed  th e  

i mp ac t s  on  and  s o c i a l  r es po ns es  t o  su rv iv o rs  o f  cyb e r c r im es  an d  o t h er  

h a rm f u l  d i g i t a l  a c t iv i t i e s ,  l i k e  cyb e rb u l ly i ng ,  cyb e rs t a lk ing  an d  on l in e  

h a r a s sm en t ,  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  g en d er,  r a ce  and /o r  s ex u a l  o r i en t a t i on  

( ex cep t i ons  i n c lu d e  H al d e r  an d  J a i sh ank a r,  20 12 ;  P ow e l l  an d  H enry,  

2 0 16 ;  M ann  e t  a l . ,  2 0 03 ;  Su t t on ,  20 02) .  A ga in s t  t h i s  b ackd r op ,  t h i s  

r e s ea r ch  th us  en r i ch e s  cu r r en t  a cad emi c  u nd e rs t and in g  o f  t h e  

ex p e r i en ces  o f  s u rv i vo r s  o f  TFS V,  p a r t i cu l a r ly  t ho s e  wh ose  im ag es  

h av e  b een  p os t ed  on  s o c i a l  m ed i a  wi t ho u t  t he i r  co ns en t .  Fu r th e r m or e ,  i t  

b r id ges  t h e  ch as m b e tw een  d ig i t a l  c r im in o lo gy  t h eo ry  and  i t s  r e a l -
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w o r l d  app l i c a t i on  in  t h e  G r eek  con t ex t ,  i n fu s in g  th e  th eore t i c a l  wi t h  

t h e  i nv a lu ab l e  i n s ig h t s  g l ean ed  f ro m rea l i t y.  

L o ok i ng  a t  t h e  b r oad e r  co n t ex t  o f  d ig i t a l  c r imi no lo gy,  i t  i s  im p e r a t i v e  

t o  r e co gn i ze  t h a t  t h i s  f i e l d  t r ans cend s  t r ad i t i on a l  cy b e r c r im e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  

f o cus i ng  i ns t ead  on  th e  in t r i c a t e  i n t e r p l ay  b e t ween  t echn o l og y  and  

s o c i e ty.  A d d i t i on a l ly,  d i g i t a l  fo cus es  o n t h e  e f f ec t s  t h a t  ha r m p ro du ced  

t h ro ug h  o r  o n  on l i ne  p l a t f o r ms  h as  on  t h e  l i v ed  exp e r i en ce s  o f  p eop l e ,  

s u ch  as  t h e  TFS V su r v i vo rs  as  i n  t h i s  s tu dy.  Un f o r tu n a t e ly,  t h e re  h a s  

b een  a  n o t i c eab l e  l a ck  o f  s t ud ie s  p e r t a i n in g  to  t he  o n l ine  v i c t imi za t io n  

o f  m a rg in a l i z ed  com mu ni t i e s ,  s u ch  a s  b as ed  on  g end e r,  an d  g en e r a l ,  

s ys t emi c  i s su es  s u ch  as  p r eva i l i ng  d ig i t a l  an d  so c i a l  i n equ a l i t i e s  a s  

t h ey  r e l a t e  t o  c r ime  and  j us t i c e .  T h ere  i s  an  ev i d en t  l a ck  o f  s t ud i e s  

ex p l o r in g  th e  un equ a l  n a tu r e  o f  TFS V,  i t s  i mp ac t s  an d  r e sp o ns es  b y  l aw  

en f o rcemen t  o f f i c e r s  co n ce r n i ng  g en de r  i n  p a r t i cu l a r.  Th i s  l a cun a  

r e f l e c t s  a  g en e r a l  dea r th  o f  cy be r c r i me  r e s ea r ch  t h a t  h as  ad d r es sed  

d i f fe r en t  f o rms  o f  v io l en ce  ag a in s t  min o r i t y  and /o r  m a rg in a l i z ed  

co mmu ni t i es .  Th i s  r e s ea r ch  h as  ad d r es s ed  th i s  g ap  i n  t h e  l i t e ra tu r e  by  

d o cu m ent in g  t h e  exp e r i en ces  o f  f em a le  su r v i vo rs  o f  TF S V and  t h e i r  

u n eq u a l  a cce ss  t o  j u s t i c e .  B y  f o cu s in g  o n  t h i s  un de r - r es ea r ch ed  

co mmu ni ty,  t h i s  r e sea r ch  a l s o  un packs  n ew  n o t i on s  o f  j u s t i c e  a s  

r ev ea l ed  by  s u r v i vo r s  o f  TFS V th em se l v es .  Im po r t an t ly,  n o t io ns  o f  

j u s t i c e  co n cep tu a l i z ed  b y  th e  su r v i vo rs  i n  t h i s  r es ea r ch  ch a l l en g e  

p r ev a i l i ng  i d eas  abo u t  cy b er v i c t imo log y  in  t he  l i t e ra tu r e  t h a t  p ro po s es  

h o w d i g i t a l  p a r t i c ip a t io n  can  f om en t  s e l f -h e l p  and  ac t i v i sm  ( s ee ,  fo r  

ex ampl e ,  P r i ns ,  2011 ) .  I t  a l s o  ch a l l eng es  id eas  ab ou t  i n fo r ma l  j u s t i c e  
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p r o cess e s  v i a  t h e  us e  o f  t e ch no l og i es  o r  d ig i t a l  v i g i l an t i s m ( Th omp so n  

e t  a l . ,  20 16 ) ,  wh i ch  a r e  d i s cu ss ed  i n  t he  l i t e r a t u r e  as  p a r t  o f  c i t i z en - l ed  

j us t i c e  p r ac t i c es  sup p or t ed  b y  d ig i t a l  p a r t i c ip a t io n .  Th i s  r e s ea r ch  

o ff e r s  a  no v e l  p e r sp ec t iv e  i n f o rm ed  by  em pi r i c a l  d a t a  r ev ea l in g  

s u rv iv or s ’ ad vo cacy  o f  r es t o ra t iv e  j u s t i c e .  As  p ro po s ed  by  o ff end e r -

v i c t i m  i n t e r ac t i on  th eo ry,  r e s t o r a t iv e  ju s t i c e  h a s  s t ro ng  fo u nd a t i on s  in  

t h e  f i e l d  o f  v i c t imol ogy.   

T h i s  r es ea r ch  o ff e r s  a  f r es h  p er sp ec t ive  by  i n co rp o r a t i ng  e l em en t s  o f  

b o t h  c r i t i c a l  r e a l i sm  an d  f emi n i s t  ep i s t emo lo gy  as  i t s  r es ea r ch  

p a r ad ig ms .  C r i t i c a l  r e a l i sm  ack no wl edg es  th e  im po r t ance  o f  

u n de r s t an d i ng  th e  u n de r l y i ng  s t r u c tu re s  an d  mech an i sm s  t h a t  i n f l u en ce  

c r im e  an d  s o c i a l  con t ro l ,  w h i l e  f emin i s t  ep i s t emo lo gy  a s se r t s  t h e  

s ig n i f i c an ce  o f  g end e r  i n  s h ap in g  and  d e f i n i ng  t he s e  a sp ec t s .  Wi t h i n  

t h e  con t ex t  o f  f em in i s t  c r im in o lo gy,  i t  i s  e s s en t i a l  t o  r e cog n i ze  th e  

i nh e r en t  po w er  dy nami cs  b e t w een  th e  r e s ea r ch e rs  an d  t h e  r e s ea r ched .  

I n  t h i s  s tu dy,  t h e s e  p ow er  dy n ami cs  a re  l ev e r ag ed  as  a  mean s  to  

am pl i f y  t h e  vo ice s  t h a t  m ay  o t h e rw i s e  r em ai n  un h ea r d .  F em in i s t  

c r im in o lo gy  h a s  m ad e  s ub s t an t i a l  co n t r i bu t io ns  to  co mp r eh end in g  and  

ad d r es s in g  i s s u es  su ch  a s  “ r ev eng e  p or n , ”  a s  h ig h l i gh t ed  b y  B a t es  

( 2 01 7 ) ,  an d  ex amin i ng  t he  i n t e r s ec t io n  o f  g en d er  an d  t e chn o l og y  ( e .g . ,  

F au lk n e r,  2 00 1 ;  F i l i po v i c ,  2 00 8 ) .  C ons equ en t ly,  t h i s  r es ea r ch  

co ns i s t en t l y  i n t eg ra t e s  c r i t i c a l  r e a l i sm  an d  f emi n i s t  ep i s t emo lo gy  in to  

i t s  f r am ewo r k ,  en r i ch in g  t h e  b ro ade r  t h eo r e t i c a l  l an ds cape  wi th  u n iq u e  

i ns i g h t s  f r om  th e  Gr eek  p e rs p ec t i ve .  
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I n  an  e r a  m a rk ed  by  t h e  eve r - ev o l v i ng  l an ds cap e  o f  t e ch no lo gy,  t h i s  

s tu dy ’s  f r es h  empi r i c a l  ev id en ce ,  r oo ted  i n  e s t ab l i s h ed  theo r i e s ,  s e rv e s  

t o  r e i n fo r ce  o r  r es hap e  o ng o i ng  d i s cu ss io ns  as  t e ch no l og y  con t in u es  t o  

p r og r es s .  In  s umm ar y,  t h i s  r es ea rch  r ep r e s en t s  a  s i gn i f i can t  and  

m ul t i f a ce t ed  con t r ib u t io n  t o  t h e  d om ain s  o f  so c i o l ogy ,  c r im in o lo gy,  an d  

cy b e rc r imi no l ogy.  I t s  an a ly t i ca l  d ep t h ,  ex p l o ra t io n  o f  g en d e r  dy n ami cs ,  

an d  b r i dg i ng  o f  t h eo r y  and  p r ac t i c e  n o t  o n l y  r ea ff i rm  ex i s t i n g  f i nd i ng s  

b u t  a l s o  pu sh  t h e  b o u nd a r i es  o f  o u r  u nd e r s t an d i ng  o f  TFSV and  i t s  

i mpl i ca t i ons  fo r  b o t h  su r v iv o rs  and  s oc i e ty.  

 

Su gg es t ion s  f or  Fut ure  R es earch  

 

Wh i l e  t h i s  w as  a  r e l a t i v e l y  sm al l  qu a l i t a t i v e  s t udy,  i t  l ay s  t h e  

f o un d a t i on  fo r  f u t u r e  r es ea r ch e rs  t o  bu i l d  up on  th e  v a l u ab l e  i n s ig h t s  

p r e s en t ed  h er e .  U nfo r tu na t e ly,  TFS V i s  a  p e r s i s t en t  i s su e ,  an d  th e r e  a r e  

co mp el l i n g  r eas on s  to  b e l i ev e  i t  m ay  ev en  e s ca l a t e  i n  t h e  f u tu r e .  Th i s  

p r o j ec t i on  i mpl i es  t h a t  t h e r e  wi l l  b e  an  i n c r ea s in g  nu mb er  o f  TFS V 

s u rv iv or s  and  a  g r ow i ng  comm u ni t y  o f  i n d i v id u a l s  co mmi t t ed  to  

s up po r t in g  th os e  wh o  h av e  en du r ed  s uch  t r au m a.  T h i s  und e r s co r es  t h e  

n ece ss i ty  f o r  con t in u ed  r es ea rch  and  a  b ro ade r  s cop e  o f  i nq u i ry  i n  t h i s  

f i e l d .  

E x pand in g  ou r  r e s ea r ch  b ey on d  th e  b ou n da r i e s  o f  t h i s  s tud y  p r es en t s  an  

ex c i t i ng  o pp or tu n i ty.  A dd i t i on a l  p a r t i c i p an t s  cou ld  b e  in t e r v i ew ed ,  

b o t h  wi th i n  and  b ey o nd  th e  co nf in e s  o f  Gr eece .  S i mi l a r ly,  
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d i s s emi na t i ng  q ues t io nn a i r es  i n  d i f f e ren t  cou n t r i es  c an  co n t r i bu t e  

s ig n i f i c an t ly  t o  t h e  enh an cem en t  o f  t he  s t ud y ’s  o v e ra l l  s co p e .  

I n v es t ig a t in g  TFS V ac r oss  v a r i ou s  coun t r i es  an d  r eg io ns  can  p r ov i d e  

v a lu ab l e  i n s ig h t s  i n to  t he  d iv e r s e  m an i f es t a t i on s  o f  t h i s  p h en om eno n ,  

t ak in g  in to  accou n t  cu l t u r a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and  l eg a l  f a c t o r s  t h a t  i n f l u en ce  th e  

ex p e r i en ces  o f  s u rv i vo r s .  

F ur th e rm o re ,  i t  i s  im p er a t iv e  t o  r e co gn i ze  t h a t  t h e  im p ac t  o f  T FS V m ay  

v a r y  s ig n i f i c an t l y  f r o m on e  r eg io n  to  an o t h er.  Di f f e r en t  co u n t r i es  

en f o rce  v a ry in g  d eg r ee s  o f  TFS V l aw s ,  wh ich  r a i s es  i n t r ig u i ng  

q u es t io ns  ab ou t  t h e  e f f ec t s  o f  p r os ecu t i ng  TFS V p er p e t r a to r s  on  

s u rv iv or s .  Th es e  v a r i a t i o ns  i n  l eg a l  app r o ach es  s ho u l d  b e  exp lo r ed  b y  

f u tu r e  r es ea r ch e r s  t o  as s es s  t h e  i mp l i ca t i on s  and  e ff i c acy  o f  t h es e  l eg a l  

m eas u r es  i n  a i d in g  s u rv iv or s  and  d e t e r r i ng  T FSV.  

B eyo nd  l eg a l  co ns id e r a t io ns ,  som e  cou n t r i e s  m ay  po ss e s s  s ub s t an t i a l  

r e s ou r ces  d ed i ca t ed  to  a id in g  su r v iv o rs .  T h i s  r a i s e s  an  i n t e r es t in g  

q u es t io n :  a r e  t he s e  r e s ou r ces  o p t i ma l ly  u t i l i z ed ,  and  d o  su r v iv or s  s eek  

s up po r t  f rom  a l t e r na t i v e  so u rce s ?  Un de r s t and in g  ho w v a r i ou s  cou n t r i es  

a l l o ca t e  and  u s e  r es ou r ces  t o  su pp or t  T FS V su rv iv o rs  i s  v i t a l  fo r  

o p t imi z i ng  t h e  r es po ns e  t o  t h i s  i s s u e .  

Techn o l og y - f ac i l i t a t ed  sex ua l  v io l en ce  can  a l so  b e  ex p lo red  fu r t h e r  

t h ro ug h  m ul t id i s c ip l i na r y  t e ams  to  r e f l e c t  t h e  v a r i ou s  

i n t e r s ec t io na l i t i e s  t h a t  i n fo rm  t h i s  c r im e ,  r i sk s ,  an d  acces s  t o  j u s t i c e .  

M ul t id i s c i p l i n a r y  t e ams  can  o ff e r  a  c ro s s - n a t i on a l  p e r s p ec t i v e  th a t  i s  

cu r r en t ly  m i s s in g  f r o m t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  an d  can  imp r ov e  th e  cu r ren t  
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k n ow ledg e  b a s e  pe r t a i n i ng  t o  s u rv iv ors ’ exp e r i ence s  o f  TFS V an d  l aw 

en f o rcemen t  ap pr o ach es  t o  add r e s s i ng  t h i s  fo rm  o f  c r im e .  L on g i t ud i n a l  

s tu d i es  c an  a l s o  shed  m or e  l i gh t  on  t he  lo ng - t e rm  im p ac t  o f  TFS V on  

s u rv iv or s ,  w h i ch  wi l l  b e  c ru c i a l  t o  g en e r a t in g  e f f ec t i v e  re s po ns e s  t h a t  

ad d r es s  t h e i r  n ee ds .   

M os t  o f  a l l ,  cyb e r  c r im in o lo gy  t h eo r i e s ,  su ch  as  t h e  p r ev a i l i ng  Ro u t in e  

A c t i v i t y  T heo ry,  h av e  fo cus ed  p r im ar i ly  on  o n l i ne /o ff l i n e  d i s t i n c t io ns  

( S t r a t t on  e t  a l . ,  201 8 )  and  a r e  s k ew ed  to w ard s  un d er s t and in g  th e  

m ot i v a t i on s  o f  cy be r  o f fend e r s .  A t heo r e t i c a l  g a p  i n  t h e  l i t e ra tu r e  

r eq u i r es  f u t u re  s tud i es  t o  d ev e lo p  n ew  th eo r e t i ca l  i n s igh t  abo u t  t h e  

f a c to r s  t h a t  a f f ec t  r e s po ns e s  t o  TFS V,  f o r  ex am pl e ,  an d  ho w  t he s e  a r e  

d e t e r min ed  by  v a r i ab l es  su ch  a s  g en der.  

I n  co n c lu s i on ,  t h e  v o i ces  an d  exp e r i en ces  o f  TFS V su r v iv o rs  s t and  a t  

t h e  h ea r t  o f  t h i s  t he s i s  and  s ho u l d  r em ai n  cen t r a l  i n  a l l  f u tu r e  r es ea r ch  

an d  adv o cacy  e f f o r t s .  T h e i r  n a r r a t iv e s  a r e  n o t  on ly  in t eg ra l  t o  

u n de r s t an d i ng  th e  d ep t h  o f  t h e  p r o b l em  b u t  a l s o  c r i t i c a l  f o r  d eve lo p in g  

e f f ec t i ve  s up po r t  sy s t em s .  As  w e  m ov e  f o rw a rd ,  i t  i s  im pe r a t i v e  t h a t  w e  

k eep  l i s t en i ng  t o  t he  vo i ce s  o f  su rv iv or s  an d  t ak i ng  th e i r  ex p e r i en ces  

s e r i ou s ly.  Th e i r  n eed s ,  p e r s p ec t i v es ,  an d  r e s i l i en ce  sh ou ld  co n t i nu e  t o  

g u i d e  ou r  a c t io ns  in  ou r  co l l e c t iv e  p u r s u i t  o f  j u s t i c e  an d  h ea l i ng .  

Techn o l og y - f ac i l i t a t ed  sex ua l  v io l en ce  i s  a  g lo b a l  con ce rn  an d  

u n de r s t an d i ng  i t  com p reh en s i ve ly  an d  p r ov id i ng  t h e  nece ss a r y  su pp or t  

w i l l  r eq u i r e  a  s us t a i n ed  com mi t men t  t o  co n t i nu ed  r es ea r ch  an d  ac t iv e  

en g ag em ent  w i th  t ho s e  w ho  h av e  ex p er i en ced  su ch  t r aum a.  
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Appendix  B-  Research Project  Introduction and Cal l  for 

Part ic ipants  
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Appendix  B(a) -  Research Project  Introduction and Cal l  for 

Part ic ipants  (Engl ish  Vers ion)  

 

“Hi everyone, 

My name is Kelly Ioannou, and I am a PhD Candidate at the Department of Criminology at University of Essex. I 

participate in the research project titled: “Technology-Facilitated Sexual Violence: Survivors’ experiences and 

police responses in Greece” I am being supervised by Dr. Anna Di Ronco and Dr. Róisín Ryan-Flood at University 

of Essex. 

I am writing to kindly request your participation in this qualitative study. I am conducting interviews as part of 

this research study to increase our understanding of how technology-facilitated sexual violence and specifically 

the non-consensual posting of images affect several aspects of victims’ lives (e.g., interpersonal relationships, 

mental health, job opportunities/career, etc.). As a survivor, you could share your experience from your own 

perspective. Your contribution will help illuminate a phenomenon – the one of TFSV –which has been under-

studied so far in sociology and criminology. Your experiences with these crimes will not only help academics 

better understand the phenomenon, but also help shape more effective and victim-centred policies and 

practices. 

The interview will be conducted via Skype call and will take around 1 hour. I am simply trying to capture how 

non-consensual posting of sexual material affected your life. Your responses to the questions will be kept 

confidential. Anonymity and pseudonyms will be used to protect your identity. 

If anyone of you is willing to participate, please contact me at my email(ki19417@essex.ac.uk) or at my 

supervisors’ emails: Dr. Anna Di Ronco (a.dironco@essex.ac.uk) and Dr. Róisín Ryan-Flood (rflood@essex.ac.uk). 

Ideally, I am looking for 20-30 participants. You could suggest a day and time that suits you. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask me.” 
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Appendix  C -Recruitment  Poster 1  
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Appendix  D -  Recruitment  Poster  2  
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Appendix  E –  Part ic ipant  Information Sheet  

 

 

Project Title: “Technology-Facilitated Sexual Violence: Survivors’ experiences and police responses 

in Greece ” 

 

About this research 

This project is being conducted by a PhD student from the Department of Criminology, University of 

Essex. This study will contribute to the growing body of knowledge concerning the experiences of 

technology-facilitated sexual violence survivors. Specifically, the purpose of this research project is to 

examine if and how the non-consensual sharing of sexual material affected several aspects of the 

survivors’ life (e.g., interpersonal relationships, mental health, job opportunities/career etc.) and 

what the social responses were to their victimisation. This study will use a qualitative research 

approach, which attempts to offer an in-depth understanding of survivors’ experiences. The specific 

qualitative research method which will be used for this study is qualitative semi structured 

interviews. Particularly, in-depth semi-structured interviews will be conducted with participants, who 

have to be older than 18 years old and to self-identify as victims of technology-facilitated sexual 

violence. 

Criteria for being selected 

You have been invited to participate voluntarily in these interviews because you are a technology-

facilitated sexual violence survivor. 

What your participation will involve 

You will be invited to participate in semi-structured interviews, which will be conducted via Skype 

calls. These interviews will be digitally audio-recorded, with your consent, and will take place at a 

date and time that is convenient to you. The interviews will cover a wide range of topics such as 

experiences of non-consensual sharing of sexual material and reflections on your personal life/ 

work/friendships etc. You will not be asked, however, to disclose your personal details, and 

anonymity and pseudonyms will be used to protect your identity. The interviews will last 

approximately one hour, depending on the length of your responses. 
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Benefits of taking part 

Although there are no direct personal benefits to participants, it is hoped that you may enjoy the 

opportunity to share your experience, while contributing to bridging the research gap regarding the 

technology-facilitated sexual violence phenomenon. The research findings will be evaluated by the 

academic staff of the University of Essex, who will then make recommendations for social responses 

related to technology-facilitated sexual violence. 

Confidentiality and anonymity 

Anything that you say in the interviews will be kept confidential and will not be disclosed to others. 

Your words may be directly quoted for the need of this research; however, your name will never be 

used. The confidentiality of data, including the identity of perpetrators, will be ensured by 

anonymization, and by making sure that all information is stored securely. Anonymization, involving 

the removal of identifiers, will be employed to prevent the likely identification of individuals to whom 

the data originally pertained using reasonable means. The data which you provide will be stored on a 

protected computer. The audio recording will be destroyed once an accurate anonymous transcript 

has been produced.  

After the interview 

The findings of all the different phases of the research will be presented in a PhD thesis in early 

autumn 2022. If, after the interviews have ended, you decide that you no longer wish for your 

contribution to be included, you may request for it to be withdrawn. Participants in this study are 

able to withdraw at any moment, either temporarily or indefinitely, without having to provide any 

justification. They are also free to withdraw retrospectively any permission they may have previously 

granted and to demand the destruction of their own records, including any recordings. 

If you have any queries or comments about the research, please contact PhD student, Kalliopi 

Ioannou (ki19417@essex.ac.uk), her supervisors Dr. Anna Di Ronco (a.dironco@essex.ac.uk) and Dr. 

Roisin Ryan-Flood (rflood@essex.ac.uk) or Essex REO Secretary, Roberts Jacqui Taylor 

(jtaylorr@essex.ac.uk).  
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Appendix  F-  Consent  Form 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Title: “Technology-Facilitated Sexual Violence: Survivors’ experiences and police responses 

in Greece ” 

 

Consent Form 

  

Please complete this consent form to confirm that you have received adequate information about 

this research project, that you are aware of your rights as a participant in this project, and that you 

are willing to take part in the interview. 

 

Please tick as appropriate 

 YES 

 

NO 

1. I have read the information sheet and understand what the research is 

about.  

 

 

 

2. I have had an opportunity to ask any questions I might have about the 

project before I give my consent to take part. 

 

 

 

3. I understand that I have the right to refuse to answer particular questions, 

and that I can end the interview at any time.  

 

 

 

4. It has been explained to me that if any of my quoted words are used in this 

research project, any identifying details about me (including my name and 

that of anybody I refer to) will be changed in an effort to protect my 

anonymity. 
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5. I understand that if I disclose any information that raises concerns about 

child protection or criminal activity in the interview, these issues will need to 

be reported to the appropriate authorities.  

  

6. I agree to take part in this research project.  

 

 

7. I agree to the recording of the interview. 

 

  

8. I understand that I can withdraw from the study at any time without 

having to give any reasons. 

  

 

 

Participant Signature:      Date: 

 

 

Participant Name: 

 

 

Researcher Signature:      Date:   

  

 

 

Thank you for agreeing to contribute to this important project. 
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Appendix  G- Recruitment  Poster 3  
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Appendix  H- Request  for Expedited  Feedback from Pol ice  as  

Univers i ty  of  Essex  Researcher and CSI  Inst i tute  Member   
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Appendix  I  -   Confirmation Letter from My Supervisor 
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Appendix  J -  Confirmation Letter of  Registrat ion at  

Univers i ty  of  Essex  
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Appendix  Κ -  Responsible  Statement for Part ic ipants ’ Data  

Protect ion 
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Appendix  L -  Pol ice  Off icers’ Onl ine  Quest ionnaire  

 

1. Tell me a few words about your role in the force and the training you received on non-

consensual online distribution of sexual material and/or “revenge pornography.” 

 

2. What procedures/practices do the police follow when reports of non-consensual online 

distribution of sexual material are filed? 

 

3. What are the common characteristics of survivors of non-consensual distribution of sexual 

material? 

4. What are the challenges in addressing survivors’ needs? 

 

5. What police tools, training, practices could contribute to better dealing with such incidents 

but also to understanding the survivors? 
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Appendix  L(a) -  Questionnaire  Part ic ipant  Information Sheet  
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Appendix  L(b)  –  Quest ionnaire Consent  Form 
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Appendix  L (c ) -  Experts /Profess ionals ’ Interview Guide  

 

1. Τell me a bit about yourself (age, education, etc.) 

2. Based on your work as an expert working with survivors of TFSV, how do you call the non-

consensual distribution of sexual material?  

3. What term do you use to refer to this phenomenon? 

4. When did you first come across this phenomenon?  

5. Could you walk me through your professional practices when it comes to these cases? (In 

other words, what happens after a survivor contacts you?) 

6. Could you talk to me about your experience with “revenge porn” cases as an expert working 

with survivors of TFSV? 

7. When did you first come across this phenomenon and has it – or your views about it – 

changed over time?  

8. Are there any particularly memorable cases that you would like to mention? 

9. Are cases of “revenge pornography” being reported? What are the most common cases? 

10. Who are the typical survivors of “revenge pornography”? 

11. Do you think this is a gendered crime? 

12. Are these survivors also often found to be survivors of other crimes? 

13. Do you find it easy to make survivors of non-consensual distribution of sexual material open 

up to you? 

14. Do you find it difficult to listen to what survivors tell you? 

15. Have you received any training to be able to deal with “revenge porn” cases? 

16. What happens to survivors once their cases are processed by the police? 

17. Do you think the Greek legal responses to non-consensual sharing of sexual material are 

adequate to protect survivors? 

18. What are your thoughts on the non-consensual distribution of sexual material as a 

phenomenon? 

19. Is there anything else you’d like to add? 
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Appendix  M-  Survivors ’ Interview Guide   

1. Tell me a bit about yourself. 

2. What is technology-facilitated sexual violence for you? 

3. Tell me about your experience with technology-facilitated sexual violence. 

4. How has this affected you personally? 

5. How has this affected you on the job market? 

6. How has this affected you while at work? 

7. How has this affected you regarding your family life? 

8. How has this affected your friendships? 

9. How has this affected you in terms of dating or romantic relationships? 

10. How has this affected your ability to trust people? 

11. Tell me about any experiences you’ve had with law enforcement as a survivor of technology-

facilitated sexual violence. 

12. Can you tell me about the laws on non-consensual sharing of sexual material where you live? 

13. If you dealt with law enforcement, how did you feel about how the police handled your case? 

14. What would you like to see happen with laws on technology-facilitated sexual violence? 

15. Tell me about any experiences you’ve had with victim advocacy groups. 

16. Have you experienced any judgment when your photos are being uploaded online? 

17. How do you feel women are viewed when their nude photos end up online? 

18. How do you feel men are viewed when their nude photos end up online? 

19. What would your advice be to other people who’ve been victimized by technology facilitated 

sexual violence? 

20. Is there anything else you’d like to add? 
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Appendix  N -  Hel lenic  Pol ice  Approval  
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